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For an additional $790, you too can get the ‘ 
C280 Sport and fly in first class with leather 
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As you cruise along, you can't help but marvel at’ 
how a 3,000-plus-pound machine can seemingly 
soar just above the highway. But then, this isnt 
just any car—heck, it’s your new souped up 

Mercedes-Benz C280 Sport. And with 194 hp, 


In 1888, Daimler built the engine for the first gasoline-powered 


internal combustion flying machine. Today, we're still making flying faster-ratio steering, a stiffer suspension, 


news-in fact, in one test, Road & Track heralded the C280 Sport 


as the “best automatic sports sedan." 


Explore our Web site, http: /www-usa.mercedes-benz.com. 
“MSRP for a C230 excludes $595 transportation charge, all taxes, te/documentary fees, registration, tags, dealer prep charges, insurance, 

Sptional equipment create af complance or naraomplanc feu, rd enc charge, Sport package salle oly on C0, C280 hen 

at MSRP of $37,680 includes optional metalic paint, sunroof, and Sport package. Sport package adds: monochromatic Body trim, performance 

tres, sportiuned suspension, sper sleeing wheal with Telescoping column, sports nterterin and shift knob lether upholstery and sport 

front seats. Prices may vary by dealer, "Cars tested 5/96~BMW 328i, Mercedes-Benz C220 Sport, and Volvo 850R. 

{©1996 Mercedes-Benz of North America, Inc, Montvale, NJ, Member of the Daimler-Benz Group. 


and low-profile tires on 7-inch wide alloy 
wheels, no wonder it really flies. It's just 
what you'd expect from the company that 
powered one of the first flying machines. 
And imagine, all this without a pilot’s license. 


Now if you could just get frequent flier miles. 


You'll find plenty of reasons to like the 
new VISE-GRIP® 12LC Large Jaw 
Locking Pliers. That’s because there are 
so many reasons to use it. The large 
jaw opens up to 3 1/8” (79mm) and the 
famous VISE-GRIP locking feature makes 
it an ideal tool for plumbers, mechanics, 
welders and any one who works with 
large objects. Plus, the convenient 
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VISE-GRIP 12LC Large Jaw Locking 
Pliers are easier to handle than heavier, 
bulkier tools. Its versatility makes it 

a better tool in more ways than one. 
Look for it wherever you buy quality 
VISE-GRIP locking pliers and clamps. 
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Paper jams always seem to happen at the Hammermill copy paper, on the other 


worst possible time. And it’s always the copier hand, has the stiffness and weight to glide 
that gets blamed. So it might surprise you to through even the fastest copiers. So you 
learn that most paper jams are caused by, well, don’t end up wasting your time clearing 


paper. Some papers are too light or too [RRREEM paper jams. After all, time-outs are fine 


PAPERS. 


limp to run through the copier smoothly. for a game—not for an office. 


For free samples and information, call 1-800-242-2148 or go towww.hammermillpaper.com snTerNaTionat@) rarer 
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This dinner menu was signed by the 1930 
Notre Dame team en route by train to 
play USC. It was given to Athlon’s 
senior editor later. 


a full 


he proneness of us 
humans to frailties, such 
as breaking rules, is 


always present to mar the 
game of college football, espe- 


in recent years. There's 


cheating in recruiting, abuse of 


and alcohol, abuse of 


young women, gambling — 


nothing of poor sports- 


manship. 
Society should be getting 


stomach of all that. 


Sometimes encouraging steps 


address football’s problems. 
However, if we are clamping down on offenders with more 
persistence and severity than in the past, such efforts, lam- 
entably, are weakened by the leniecy and permissiveness 
that are products of the post-World War II era. 

Sportsmanship has long been subordinated. It is ter- 
ribly important, now more then ever, to instruct young 
athletes in the positive values of sportsmanship. Promi- 
nent representatives of major sports ought to make them- 
selves available and stress respect, civility and propriety 
in competitive athletics. Young people should willingly 
regard themselves as role models. 

‘When I was growing up, few athletes failed to answer 
aletter. College football players almost to a man accepted 
without question their responsibilities as role models. I 
still have letters from some written in the early 1930s while 
they were in school at Southern California, Colgate, Tulane 
and a few other institutions. | can't recall that any refused 
to reply. Nor did they ever ask to be compensated for an 
autograph in those days. 

In my youth, sportsmanship meant to me exactly how 
the dictionary defines it: “conduct becoming to a sports- 
man . . . a good loser and a gracious winner,” in short, 
treating one’s opponent as you would be treated yourself. 

For a long time, probably to his dying day, an early- 
century Dartmouth end named Paul “Red” Loudon car- 
ried a newspaper clipping in his wallet. It told about a 
game with Princeton in which he was knocked cold try- 
ing to tackle All-American halfback Hobey Baker. Loudon 
discovered in a New York City Sunday newspaper that 
he had been brought off the field unconscious in Baker's 
arms. That was 85 years ago. Baker, who shot down three 
German planes in 1918, crashed to his death in France 
on one last flight in his Spad. He had received his dis- 
charge orders about a month after Armistice Day. 

‘The Waterman Pen Company sponsored an autograph 
contest in 1932. I submitted a neat album of 150 assorted 
names, ranging from Addams, Jane, to Zimmerman, Don, 
a Tulane halfback. The reviewer, in The New Yorker of 
Nov. 12, 1932, wrote that my album “ended up ina cloud 
of football and baseball players, including three of the Four 
Horsemen of Notre Dame.” 


The university in my hometown offered young boys 
and girls a chance to see football games free with a Knot- 
Hole Club card. It was punched at the appropriate date 
when you walked in at the stadium on a Saturday after- 
noon, Cold weather, even several inches of snow, couldn't 
keep you at home. 

My dad took me to the first college football game I 
had ever seen when I was very young, possibly 6 or 7. A 
chilly wind almost blew your cap away but kids dont worry 
about the weather, I remember best about that game, after 
many decades, a fullback named Dave Noble. If anyone, 
chancing to read this, recalls that hard-running player who 
died a few years ago, I'll be surprised. 

As time passed, | correlated that name, Noble, with 
football, a noble game. I read The Three Musketeers, sto- 
ries about King Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table, 
about the valor of Roland at Roncesvalles and about the 
fearless Ivanhoe. Who didn't? 

‘To me, football reincarnated those legendary, adven- 
turous characters of literature, who showed their courage 
in the tournaments of the Middle Ages that constituted 
the sport of armed knights. I related football to the com- 
bative tournaments of times past — gripping, stirring and 
inspiring — with their clashes of fearless men. Come what 
may, I have never lost that affinity for the noble sport of 
today despite a different aura that surrounds it, 

“Where better can lessons of integrity, loyalty and fair 
play be learned?” Dean Hill wrote in his Football Through 
the Years (1940). 

‘Those who endorse a program to teach athletes, coaches 
and officials about sportsmanship have the opportunity to 
make a significant impression on society. 


In this 30th Anniversary issue of Athlon Sports, we strive 
to endorse programs excelling in sportsmanship. Over the 
past three decades, we have witnessed some great moments 
in this game. Unfortunately, there have been some ugly 
incidents as well. We relive the best and worst of the past 
30 years with writer Jack Clary, beginning on page 58. 

We held our own tournament featuring the greatest 
teams since 1967 to answer the question: Who was the 
best? Find out who won and read all about the tourna- 
ment, starting on page 24. 

We're excited to bring you this special 30th Anniver- 
sary edition. As always, we have in-depth analyses, ros- 
ters, predictions, schedules and everything else college foot- 
ball fans crave. This year we snuck a play out of each team’s 
playbook to give you more insight. Weld like to hear from 
you, especially whose who appreciate good sportsman- 


ship. Call, write, fax or e-mail. 
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Your pulse races. Your gut quivers. That little vein in your 
forehead is throbbing. Senses—meet Toshiba DVD. 
PLEASE, NO TALKING DURING THE SHOW 
At Toshiba, we've developed the technology that fits up to 
133 minutes of heart-pounding video and audio, 
normally reserved for the finest cineplexes, 
for use at home on a disc the size of a CD. 
Picture quality that’s three times better than 
— ° VHS and audio recorded in full Dolby Digital 
Surround Sound? on six discrete cl 
And, our models can even play your 
compact discs. 
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Extra Points 


Peyton Manning's mind-boggling decision, a complete score- 
card of this year’s coaching changes, incredible upsets of the 


year, Tom Osborne in the kitchen and more. 
by Donnie Webb 


Tournament of 
hampions 
We've chosen the best 16 teams of the last 30 years and 


matched them up in a playoff you wont believe. 
by Randy Horick 


58 30 Years of Athlon Sports & 
College Football 


Celebrate our 30th anniversary with a look back at college 
football’s 10 greatest moments, 10 worst moments, most 


amazing plays, greatest games and bow! highlights. 
by Jack Clary 


148 Tailgating America: 
A Celebration of Friends, 
Fun, Food and Football 


Here we visit four of Americas most tra- 
dition-rich tailgating destinations, where 
the gathering before kickoff is as impor- 
tant as the game itself; We'll swap stories, 
trade recipes and meet fellow tailgaters 
who just may become friends for life. 


South Carolina by Mark Hopkins 
Towa by David Schwartz 
Air Force by Cadet Rusty Evers 
Stanford by Alda Leu 


Dawid Preston 


32 Athlon Sports Top 25 


Will the Sunshine State produce another 
national champion? Not this year. 


47 Preseason 
All-America Team 


144 Division I-AA Preview 
164 The Sidelines Show 
174 Recruiting & 


Bluechips 
Top freshmen and high school seniors 


164 as ranked by PrepStar. 
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Extra Points 


Another college football season is on tap, 


where expectations run hi 


and the 


rests squarely on the coaches’ shoulders. 


ater, Eddie. Goodbye, Lou. Steve 
I Mariucci left Cal knee-deep in doo. 
dios Johnny. Farewell Gene. Nicely 

done, Here’s the guillotine. 

Ies getting tougher and meaner out there 
on the streets of college football. And it’s 
not just the defense at Florida, Heads are 
rolling because teams aren't bowling, Ath- 
letic directors, presidents, PSL holders, 
alumni, students, radio talk flacks and 
Internet dweebs are banging the drums 
louder and louder, demanding their teams 
feed heartily at the altar of the almighty 


is what happens when the North- 
rns and Kansas States and Virginia 
elf lives longer 
mons infomercial, Parity 
more provocative playing 
field. It’s given hope to every Toledo, Duke 
and Hawaii out there. If them, why not us? 
Pressure to win has never been greater: 

Prior to last season’s Sugar Bowl, Florida 
coach Steve Spurrier bumped into a table 


Techs of the planet have 
char 


Richard 
created a far 


displaying the national championship tro- 
phy, the one with the $50,000 Waterford 
crystal football crafted by Irish artisans, It 
took a shoestring catch by one of the tro- 
phy’s guardians to snare the orb and earn 
CNN's Play of the Day. (The wophy 
immediately complained about an exces- 
sive late hit.) Who will bump into this 
year’s trophy? 

Its. a good question. So are these . 

* Who will be this year ’s Northwestern? 
Who will be this year’s Texas A&M? 
Auburn? 
year’s Arizona State? 


* And who's on the hot seat? If you're a 
Division I coach, you already know the 
answer. 


Manning Favors 
Orange Over Green 
Peyton Manning is the man. They 
showed him the money and the senior 
arterback showed them some chutzpa, 
ig serious NFL change for a chance 


ressure 


by Donnie Webb 
Syracuse Post-Standard 


illustrations by Paul Trap 


to fling a few more footballs at the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee this fall. In an era of take 
the money and run, Manning's last stand in 
Knoxville is widely admired and applauded. 
Whatever his motives, Manning returns as 
the odds-on favorite to win college foot- 
ball’s Heisman Trophy award. He's so far 
out in front that it might take another 
crash and burn against Florida for Man- 
ning to be denied a trip to the Downtown 
Athletic Club. 

No Tennessee player has ever won the 
Heisman. Heath Shuler (1993), Johnny 
Majors (1956) and Hank Lauricella 
(1951) are Volunteers who finished second 
in the voting. Manning finished sixth in 
1995 and eighth last season. He is the only 
returning player among last year's top ten 
finishers, 

Manning pretty much played himself out 
of the Heisman picture in last year’s early- 
season loss to Florida. Manning tossed four 
interceptions in the first half while Florida 
quarterback Danny Wuerffel tossed four 
touchdowns, The Gators won the game. 
Wuerffel went on to win the Heisman. 


Heisman Hype 


If Manning falters, the Heisman Trophy 
waiting room is crowded. Candidates 
include: 


Ron Dayne RB Wisconsin 
Donovan McNabb QB Syracuse 
Ron Powlus QB Notre Dame 
Ahman Green RB Nebraska 
Chris Keldorf QB North Carolina 
Skip Hicks RB UCLA 
Ricky Williams RB Texas 
James Brown QB Texas 
Curtis Enis RB Penn State 
Brock Huard QB Washington 
Tim Dwight WR/KR lowa 
Kevin Faulk RB LSU 


Never Too Old To Play 


Florida fans will love this, but Manning 
can take some credit for talking a wayward 
quarterback into going back to Florida 
State (like the Seminoles need any more 
blue-chippers). Chris Weinke is 
a 24-year-old freshman who 
returns to Tallahassee <\ 
some six years after 
walking away to take a G 
swing at professional 
baseball. 

He was a Parade 
and USA Topay 
All-America 
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quarterback from St. Paul, Minn., who 
passed for nearly 4,000 yards during his high 
school career. Four days into his first August 
practice at Florida State, the Toronto Blue 
Jays waved a $375,000 signing bonus that 
Weinke couldn't refuse. Weinke was a career 
.248 hitter in the Toronto farm system. He 
made it briefly to the SkyDome for two 
weeks in 1990 though he never got a big 
league at-bat. He toiled most recently as 2 
first baseman for the Syracuse Chiefs, the 
Blue Jays AAA affiliate. But he was demoted 
to AA Knoxville to start the 1996 season 
after batting .226 in 1995. 

Tt was there that Weinke met Manning 
and began wondering if he shouldnt give 
football one more try. Weinke says Man- 
ning talked him into returning. “He said, 
‘You might as well go back if 
it’s something youre 
thinking about,” 
said Weinke. “IQ, 
knew in the \ 
long run, 
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if I didn't go back, 'd wish I had.” 
Weinke has a receding hairline, He jokes 
its from all those years of wearing baseball 
caps. He's also financially secure, having 
invested that signing bonus in various real 
estate holdings. He won't have to worry 
about springing for pizza and wings. 
Despite his sabbatical, Weinke has 
retained his throwing skills and is hopeful of 
pushing Thad Busby, Dan Kendra and Mar- 
cus Outen in the Florida State backfield, 
“Coach (Bobby) Bowden has been up 
front with me from the first day I ever 
talked to him,” says Weinke. “He said, ‘the 
best man’ going to play.’ So I know I'l 
have an opportunity to be in the mix.” 
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LovE CoACH 


‘The airwaves in Houston crackle these days 
with talk of love, relationships and the resur- 


gent Cougars, often in the same breath. Uni- 
versity of Houston head coach Kim Helton has 
another gig, this one as the city’s improbable 


radio-therapist on KRBE-FM. He is the “Love 
Coach.” With a crusty voice and no-baloney 
tact, Helton works the phone lines for 45 min- 
utes on Fridays before Cougar home games, 

Houstonians arent bashful about revealing 
the private parts of their lives. And Helton isnt 
coy about offering his slant on their problems, 

“Love Coach, my husband is cheating on 
ime,” says.a caller 


“Do you think he’s cheating on you or 
do you know he’s cheating on you” asks 
Helton. 

“[ know he is.” 

“Dump him,” says Helton, “Tell him if 
he wants someone else, then you're going 
to trade upward and get someone better.” 


Kickoff Classic XV 

‘This season's clash features Wiscon- 
sin and Syracuse, two teams with mar- 
velous offensive stars. Badgers running 
back Ron Dayne and Syracuse quar- 
terback Donovan McNabb are. the 
main reasons their teams will meet 
Aug, 24 at Giants Stadium. This game 
craves stars and Dayne and McNabb 
are two of college football's rising 
comets, 
ways been that way for the Kickoff 
Classic. Three times the game has had play- 
ers go on and win the Heisman — Mike 
Rozier of Nebraska (1983), Charlie Ward of 
Florida 
Ohio e (1995), Other furure Hei 
winners who appeare 
taverde of Miami and Bo Jackson is 
Auburn, 

The Classic has served ai 
for two national championship runs. 
Florida State (1993) and Nebraska 
(1994) both won their openers in East 
Rutherford on their way to earning 
Bobby Bowden and Tom Osborne their 
first title rings, 


State (1993) and Eddie George of 


man 


Can’t Win ’Em All, Bobby 


1 ie of college football's gaudi- 
est streaks came to a halt in 
the Louisiana Superdome last 
January. And it wasn't Steve 
Spurrier’s failure to win the big 
one. Florida State’s reign as bowl 
czar ended with Florida’s 52-20 
win over the Seminoles in the 
1997 Sugar Bowl. It was Florida 
State's first bowl loss since the 
1981 Orange Bowl, 16 bowls 
ago. Following their 17-17 tie 
with Georgia in the 1984 Citrus 
Bowl, the Seminoles strung 
together an NCAA record 11 con- 
secutive bowl victories. 

Making Florida State’s streak 
extraordinary is that from 1987 
through 1996, the Seminoles 


played in either the Fiesta, Cot- 
ton, Orange or Sugar bowls in 
every year but one. If you need 
some context, consider that 
Alabama leads all colleges with 
48 bowl appearances but has 
never been able to win more than 
six straight. Penn State has won 
21-0f-33 bow! dates but never 
more than five in a row. USC once 
won nine straight bowl games, 
but that occurred between 1923 
and 1945. The Trojans would set- 
tle for a bowl date of any kind 
these days. The baton has been 
passed to Syracuse, who 
defeated Houston in the 1996 
Liberty Bowl for their seventh 
straight bowl win. 


Bottom Line Business 


Coaching in a big-business environment 
like college football is ripe for high pressure 
and hot seats. Who needs to win this year? 

How about Mississippi State's Jackie 
Sherrill? Despite winning two of their last 
three by beating Alabama and Ole Miss, the 
floundering Bulldogs finished 5-6. Stark- 
ville is growing ever restless. 

USC's John Robinson and athletic director 
Mike Garrett have a combustible relationship 
that seems close to blowing up. The Trojans 
probably saved Robinson's job by finally beat- 
ing Notte Dame to end a disappointing 6-6 
season. They need more wins 
their legendary coach on the 

North Carolina State tried desperately 
last winter to soften its non-conference 
edule, but it may be too late for head 
coach Mike O’Cain. The Wolfpack is com- 
ing off a 3-8 season in which it surrendered 
401 points, including 50 in a season-ending 
loss to East Carolina. Ouch, 

‘Then there are high-profile coaches like 
Michigan’ Lloyd Cart Arizonals Dick Tomey, 
‘Texas A&M's R.C, Slocum and ‘Tennessee’ 
Phillip Fulmer, whose teams stumbled last 
season when much more was expected, The 
Wolverines, Aggies and Vols all lost games 
they should have won. Arizona got waylaid 
by Arizona State, whose dramatic turnaround 
surely irked a few backers in ‘Tucson. And 
now that Lute Olson has his national cham- 
pionship, more will be expected of Tomey. 


Most Consecutive 
Bowl Game Victories 


11 Florida State 1985-96 
9 USC 1923-45 
8 UCLA 1983-91 
8 GeorgiaTech 1947-56 
7 Syracuse 1989-96 
6 Alabama 1975-81 
6 Nebraska 1969-74 
5 Notre Dame 1973-79 
5 Arizona State 1970-75 


11 Florida State 1985-95 
7 UCLA 1982-88, 
6 Alabama 1974-80 
6 Nebraska 1969-73 
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In 1936, Mange TAUGHT AMERICA HOW 
TO USE ITS COMMON CENTS. 


“I WAS THE YEAR CASUAL STYLE WOULD BE REDEFINED. The year of the 

dy eejun. Embraced by America from the beginning. And still the quintessence of 

casual footwear. Handsewn in Maine. Crafted of the finest leather. Workmanship, 
we're proud to say, stacks up to that of any state in the union. 

For generations, Americans have walked in the Bass tradition, making fashion 
legends of classics like the Weejun. And embracing fresh interpretations of Bass 
original styles. Styles that have come to mean casual. Styles that have only become 
more appropriate with the passage of time. Styles born of our Maine heritage. 


G.H.BASS &CO. 


SINCE 1876 —— 


The Bass Weejun. America’s first penny loafer. 


For more information call 1-800-950-BAss or visit our website at http://www.ghbass.com 
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Rocky Ride on Rocky Top 


‘Things are getting a bit craggy for Phillip 
Fulmer in Rocky Top. Despite his popular- 
ity with fans and players, how many losses 
to Florida will 106,000 paying cus- 
tomers endure? Throw in last year’s 
inexplicable loss to. Memphis, 
near-death experience with Vande 
bilt and yet another trip to the Ci 
rus Bowl, and the kettle boils thick 
with uncertainty. 

Te used to be Tennessee coaches 
were judged on their games with 
Alabama. Fulmer’s been there, done 
that. Florida isthe problem now. IF SSB. 
he can’t do it with Peyton Man- 


ning, Tennessee fans are left to wonder if he 
can do it atall. 
This year’s game is Sept. 20 in Gainesville. 


Job Insecurity 


It was the year of looking over your shoulder in the coaching profession. Ath- 
letic directors and presidents issued pink slips and AARP applications to head 
coaches as if they were fast food coupons. 

Two dozen head coaches, representing nearly a fourth of all Division |-A 
schools, lost their jobs last season. The bloodletting covered the spectrum of 
coaches and underscores the pressure to win now and win big. 

It was a year that saw three of the game's biggest names resign — or be ush- 
ered out the back door. Notre Dame’s Lou Holtz, Alabama’s Gene Stallings and 
Pittsburgh's Johnny Majors left under less than happy circumstances. 

In case you're keeping score, here's a list of the coaching changes from last 
season: 


SCHOOL FORMER COACH REPLACEMENT 
SAN Jose STATE JoHN RALSTON Dave BALOWIN 
FRESNO STATE Jim SWEENEY Pat Hitt 
KENTUCKY Bit Curry HAL MuMME 
INDIANA BILL Mattory Cam CAMERON 
PURDUE Jim CoLLetto Joe TILLER 
WESTERN MICHIGAN At MoLpe Gary DARNELL 
ILLINOIS Lou TEPPER Ron TURNER: 
MINNESOTA Jim WackER Gen Mason 

New Mexico Stare Jim Hess Tony SAMUEL 
ARKANSAS STATE JoxHN Boso Joe HoLus 

Notre DAME Lou Hourz Bos Davie 

TULANE Buppy TEEVENS Tommy BowbeN 
BAYLOR Cxuck REEDY Dave Roserts 
ALABAMA GENE STALLINGS Mike DuBose 
Wyoming Joe TILLER Dana DiMEL 
PITTSBURGH JoHN Masors Wacr Harris 
MARYLAND. Mark DUFFNER: Ron VANDERLINDEN 
SMU Tom Rosstey Mike Cavan 
BosTon CoLLeGe Dan HENNING Tom O'BRIEN 
OREGON STATE JERRY PETTIBONE Mike RILEY 

Boise STATE Pokey ALLEN Houston Nutt 
VANDERBILT Rop DowHower Woopy WIDENHOFER 
KANSAS GLen Mason. TERRY ALLEN 
CALIFORNIA ‘Steve Mariucci Tom HoLMoE 


And Tommy 
Makes These 


There seems to be no stopping the Bow- 
den Clan. Like kudzu, they're covering the 
Gulf Coast. 

Tulane is the latest school to dip into 
the Bowden gene pool in search of some 
family voodoo (hey, it's New Orleans). 
Tommy Bowden is the school’s 35th head 
coach. He takes over a moribund program 
that hasn't had a winning record since 
1981. 

Its the first head coaching job for 
Tommy, who worked previously as offen- 
sive coordinator at Auburn. The head 
coach there is Terry Bowden, Tommy's 
younger brother. Their father is Bobby 
Bowden, who begins his 22nd season at 
Florida State. Together, the Bowdens form 
what a Tulane official said is the first three- 
some from the same immediate family to 
hold head coaching jobs simultaneously in 
Division I. 

‘Tulane has already learned the kind of 
clout the Bowden name brings. Just the 
whiff of another Bowden in New Orleans 
apparently gave Florida coach Steve 
Spurrier the heebie-jeebies last December. 
In the past, the Gators have practiced at 
Tulane for their Sugar Bowl games. But 
with Tommy Bowden in place at Tulane, 
the Gators promptly waddled over to the 
Saints’ practice facilities. 

The Bowdens might not be finished. Jeff 
Bowden begins his fourth season as 
receivers coach at Florida State. 


From left to right: Tulane coach 
Tommy Bowden, Florida State 
receivers coach Jeff Bowden, 
Florida State coach Bobby Bowden 
and Auburn coach Terry Bowden. 
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here's a new coach (Bob Davie), an old 

quarterback (Ron Powlus) and the 
addition of 20,000 new seats at cramped 
old Notre Dame Stadium. Despite NBC’ 
best efforts to turn college football's holiest 
site into a television studio (the network 
even paid $600,000 for permanent lights 
this year), the demand for Notre Dame 
tickets remains crushing, There hasn't been 
awalk-up ticket sold since 1964. The Irish 
have played to sellouts in 178 of their last 
179 games including 130 straight. Unless 
you have Vatican connections, forget it. 
Generations of alumni and fans begged for 
relief 

The school finally acquiesced and 
enlarged the stadium for the first time since 
Knute Rockne opened the doors in 1930. 
The stadium's capacity will be around 
81,000. No longer will spillover fans sit in 
chairs along the field. Even those rows 
behind the benches with perfect views of 
all those black cleats have been eliminated. 
‘There’s a new press box and fan-friendly 
amenities like working bathrooms and 
concession stands. 

The biggest news — for those lucky 
enough to sit in the 20 additional rows 
ringing the stadium top — is the size of the 
seats. Fans will be treated to an extra inch 
of seat width and a whopping six extra 
inches of leg room. Ooh-la-la. 

Says Notre Dame Sports Information 
Director John Heisler over the excitement 
surrounding the Sept. 6 home opener 
against Georgia Tech, “New head coach 
and a new stadium, like, how much more 
does anybody want?” 


TYING 


For all the moaning and grumbling 
before last season from college coaches, 
the new tie-breaker rule was a gas-gas-gas. 
There were 26 Division I games that 
ended regulation in ties, double the num- 
ber from the previous season. Two went 
four overtimes and three more went for 
three extra periods. 

The Pac-10 Conference led all leagues for 
tying one on. Eight games ended in ties, 
highlighted by California’s 56-55 victory 
over Arizona in four overtimes. The game 
ended when Wildcats coach Dick Tomey 
tried stopping the torture with a fake two- 
point conversion. It failed. The Bears ended 
up in a bowl. The Wildcats stayed home. 

The other four-overtime game involyed 
Georgia and Auburn. The Bulldogs won that 
one 56-49 after being tied 28-28 at the end 
of regulation. It surely must have pained for- 
mer Auburn coach Pat Dye, who used to 
play for ties because he liked having three 
digits and two dashes on his record. 

Bonehead move of the year goes to 
Towa State in its overtime game with 
Wyoming. The Cyclones were the only 
team to win a coin flip and opt to go on 


ONE 


offense first. An NCAA spokesman said 
Towa State didn't understand the rule. Ic 
goes without saying, but the Cyclones lost 
the game. 

‘The emotional and physical stress of 
playing multiple overtimes caused the 
rules committee to alter the rule for this 
season. After two overtime periods, teams 
must now attempt the two-point conver- 
sion after touchdowns. 


‘Mark Graham 


lowa State coach Dan McCarney 
wasn’t quite ready for overtime. 
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Upsets of the Year 
FIFTH PRIZE 

Minnesota 35, Syracuse 33 
Hysterical Metrodome announcer 
kept bellowing, “Can you believe 
it?! Can you believe it?!” 


FOURTH PRIZE 

SW Louisiana 29, Texas A&M 22 
Prompted many Aggie students 
to actually look up Lafayette, La., 
in the library atlas. 


THIRD PRIZE 

Air Force 20, Notre Dame 17 
Irish played like they were in the 
wild blue yonder. Falcons cele- 
brated by studying all the way 
home on charter. 


SECOND PRIZE 

Wake Forest 28, Northwestern 27 
A couple of years ago, no one 
could have cared less. Gary Bar- 
nett's name was temporarily 
removed from the list of future 
open coaching positions. 


FIRST PRIZE J 
Memphis 21, Tennessee 17 
Phillip Fulmer obviously spent 
more time at the Ren- 
dezvous rib restau- 
rant than scouting 
the Tigers. Memphis © 
gave Rip Scherer a 
two-year contract 
extension and the 
keys to 
Graceland. 


Ohio State coach John Cooper stomped 
around the Rose Bowl taunting his 
critics after the Buckeyes’ miracu- 
lous win over Arizona State. “Who 
said we can't win the big one?” Big 
John demanded. Folks in Michigan 
probably laughed until they were blue in 
the face over that one. 

Coopers 1-7-1 mark against the 
Wolverines is infamous and the rea- 
son he is captain of this year’s All- 
Albatross team. Last year’s loss to Michigan at 
the big horseshoe will rake a long time to live 
down. But Cooper’ got plenty of company. 

Syracuse head coach Paul Pasqualoni is 0-5 
against Miami, West Virginids Don Nehlen is 
0-6 in bowl games since 1984. Kansas and 
Kansas State are both 0-28 vs. Nebraska. Geor- 
gia and Tennessee vs. Steve Spurrier: The 
Dawgs are 0-7, the Vols are 2-5. Notre Dame 
has beaten Navy 33 consecutive seasons. Iowa 
has thumped Iowa State 14 straight. 


Lowly Times at 
The Heights 


‘Tom Coughlin rebuilt the Boston College 
program into a national power. It took less 
than three seasons for it to nearly be 
destroyed. 

‘The 1996 season at The Heights was an 
ugly, disheartening sideshow. It began with 
quarterback Matt Hasselbeck slamming 
coach Dan Henning in the preseason. It fes- 
tered during an embarrassing Thursday 
night loss to Pittsburgh on ESPN. And it 
erupted when a gambling scandal rocked 
the program as 13 Boston College players 
were accused of betting on their sport. 
Worse, two Eagles bet against their own 
team in a 45-17 loss to Syracuse. 

Te was a sorry, shameful episode that led to 
the dismissal of four players from school and 
the arrest of campus bookies. Henning 
resigned though he was clearly forced out. 
Former Virginia offensive coordinator ‘Tom 

O’Brien was hired to pick up the pieces 
and repair the school’s battered 
image. 
As expected, his lace start in 
recruiting led to what ana- 
Iysts have referred to asa 
“bleak” — recruiting 
class. The Eagles 
return 18 starters, 
but their sins of 
1996 may be pun- 
ished for years t0 
come. 


San Diego State might have the nation’s 
best weather, but it’s got the coldest sched- 
ule makers. How's this for a five-game appe- 
tizer: The Aztecs open on a Friday at home 
against Navy, which has a flotilla of sup- 
porters in the neighborhood; then comes 
four straight road games against Washing- 
ton, Wisconsin, Air Force and Arizona. On 
top of that, the Aztecs break in a new quar- 
terback while trying to overcome the emo- 
tional baggage of last year’s demoralizing 
loss to UNLV. 


: 
Hangin’ Ten 

Speaking of the Aztecs, All-WAC offen- 
sive tackle Kyle Turley, a 6-6, 305-pound 
Outland candidate, has experience in rough 
water situations. He’ a surfer, a dude, a guy 
who craves the waves of the Pacific. And he’s 
originally from that noted surfing mecca of 
Provo, Utah. Along Muscle Beach, Turley 
turns some heads. He bench presses 400 
pounds, leg presses 1,300 and power cleans 
355. That's some serious sun block. 


Tue Least OF THE EAST 

The Big East Conference has three of the 
lousiest teams in the country at the moment 
in Rutgers, Pittsburgh and Temple. It's 
enough of a concern that the worst offender 
in the bunch — that would be Temple — 
has been put on notice by the league to 
shape up or be shipped out. 

In what amounts to being placed on dou- 
ble-secret probation, Temple must now meet 
criteria for membership that has been estab- 
lished by the Big East members. The league 
wont reveal the guidelines, but they're 
believed to include issues such as stadium 
location and priority, attendance and perfor- 

The Owls might be the most unloved team 
in America. They attract crowds (or more 
appropriately, gatherings) of less than 5,000 
for home games at cavernous Veterans Sta- 
dium in Philadelphia. The only students that 
show up are in the band or dressed as cheer 
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Hy-Gear™ is not a toy. Itis the 
result of collaboration between 
physicians at Johns Hopkins University 
and Dr. A. Scott Connelly, physician and 
founder of 


Hy-Gear is a technologically-advanced 
rehydration therapy. By providing valuable 
electrolytes, fluid, energy-sustaining 
carbohydrate and 5 grams of 

explosive creatine, Hy-Gear has become 
“standard issue" for high 

intensity athletics. 


Hy-Gear is based on 
advanced, medical technology that 
facilitates fluid and electrolyte 


replacement. This une and SN Hy-Gear comes in two muscle-bulging 
proprietary formula will speed ¥ 


% flavors: Citrus Mist and Strazzberry™. 
: These unique, icy-cool flavors have 
the refreshing appeal of water — a 
taste that won't "coat" your mouth. 
Available in a 20-serving container 
as well as a single-serve, ready-to- 
mix workout bottle, Hy-Gear 

mixes easily... just add water and 
shake or stir. 


rehydration and keep you going 
whether you're in the game, on the 
practice field, or in the gym. 


In addition to superior rehydration, 
Hy-Gear delivers creatine 

monohydrate, the university-proven 

strength and power enhancer. This 

compound can provide the explosive edge 

needed for intense training 

and performance. 


e+» using medical 
insight for better sports 
performance. 


Positive health requires a 
knowledge of man's primary 
constitution and the powers of 
various foods, both those natural 
to them and those resulting 

from human skill. But eating 
alone is not enough for 

health. There must also be 
exercise, of which the 

effects must likewise be 

known. The combination of 
these two things makes 

ee regimen. 


Hippocrates 


@ Vitamin 
: <= WORLD 
aa i MET-Rx Engineered Nutrition is a proprietary trademark of MET-Fx Substrate Technology, Inc. Registration pending. 


Al-Pro Quarterback Manufactured in USA for MET-Rx USA, Ine Inne, CA 92612-1001 
1997, MET-Rx Substrate Te Inc. htpwww.met-x.com 
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AEMPLE: 


leaders. The ushers and press box attendants 
usually outnumber those scattered about the 
lower concourse. I's embarrassing. 

Equally embarrassing is Temple's play. 
‘The Owls are 1-38 in Big East play since 
the league’s inception in 1991. Coach Ron 
Dickerson is 5-39 in four seasons. He 
was so discouraged after a loss to 
Pitt last season that he announced 
his resignation immediately after the 
game. He changed his mind. But 
the prevailing thought around the 
league is if Dickerson can’t salvage 
the program, it cant be salvaged. 

Connecticut is gearing up to 
take Temple's place in the Big East. 
The I-AA Huskies are taking 
advantage of a Big East grandfather 
clause and must inform the league by the 
end of the year of their intentions. South- 
eastern Conference commissioner Roy 
Kramer was hired as a consultant by 
UConn. He recommended the Huskies 
move up in a heartbeat and devised a plan 
to gradually bring the program up to speed 
by the year 2002. The biggest issue for 
UConn is a new stadium. A bigger issue for 
the Big East is the potential for another 
struggling program. 


i 
HOME COOKING 

Nebraska coach Tom Osborne is always 
cooking up new plays, He’ also shaking- 
and-baking in a new cookbook. Osborne's 
recipe for coconut pecan cake can be found 
on page 93 of a 336-page cookbook called 
Winning Seasons. 

The recipe doesn't call for beating eggs to 
a pulp like beating Oklahoma. And sur- 
prisingly, there aren't any corn products. 
But it includes a note from Tom and wife 
Nancy on how to alter the recipe to cut 
down on calories. “This is not fat free!” 
warns the note. 

The cookbook was compiled by mem- 
bers of the American Football Coaches 
Wives Association. It’s proceeds go to chil- 
dren's hospitals. And while most of the 


recipes in the book are from wives, there 
are a handful of coaches who venture in 
from the kitchen. 

‘There's chili-chicken stew from Gary Bar- 
nett of Northwestern, linguine with dam 
sauce from Paul Pasqualoni at Syracuse, 
Hopping John from Fisher DeBerry of Air 
Force, and for the adventurous, there's fried 
quail with sausage and oyster cream from 
Mike O’Cain of North Carolina State. 

One of the requirements for appearing 
in the book is that the coaches had to make 
the dish. Osborne said he probably ran a 
trick play on that one. 

“T dont think I've ever baked a cake in 
my life,” says Osborne. “I’ve eaten some.” 

The book is $19.95 and can be ordered 
by calling 1-888-AD-CRAFT. 


Three Times Luckie 

Mike Luckie, Miles Luckie and Dustin 
Luckie enter their sophomore seasons as 
members of the Georgia Bulldogs. No one 
is happier that the triplets are together in 
Athens than their mother, Wendy. It’s not 
that she doesn't miss her sons. It’s just that 
she doesnt miss them during her visits to 
the local grocery store in Stone Mountain. 

Mike and Dustin are linebackers. Miles 
is an offensive linemen. Hunker down 
takes on a whole new meaning around din- 
ner time in the Luckie home. 

“When each of you signed the letters of 
intent,” said Wendy, “it was like someone 
giving me $125,000 for each of you.” 

Mike started one game as a redshirt 
freshman and should be a chief contributor 
this season. His facial features and size are 
almost identical to that of Dustin. Miles 
weighs about 35 pounds more but has the 
Luckie look of his brothers. It's hard 
enough telling them apart in person. It's 
not so easy on Saturdays, either. Mike 
wears No. 53, Miles No. 59 and Dustin 
No. 50. 

‘The Luckies are not the first triplets to 
play college football. Between 1975-78, the 
Detzi brothers — Joe, Jeff and John — 
played at East Stroudsburg (Pa.) University. 


Irs trendy to be 
called “Slash” these 
days. There's that 
moptop guy in 
Guns ’N_ Roses. 
And there’s former 
Colorado Buffalo quarterback Kordell 
Stewart, who popularized the nickname as 
a versatile member of the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
But the guy who epitomizes the word is Uni- 
versity of Georgia senior Hines Ward. 

Ward has played tailback, quarterback 
and wide receiver during his Georgia career. 
He mostly lines up as a receiver these days, 
but is maneuverable and important enough 
that Georgia coaches still get him the ball 
out of the shotgun or on a reverse. In 
essence, Ward is a wide receiver/quarter- 
back/tailback/kick returner. 

Now that's serious slashness. Ward has a 
legitimate shot at becoming the first player 
in NCAA history 
to finish with more 
than 1,000 career 
yards in three dif- 
ferent categories: 
rushing (843), 
passing (889) and 
receiving (1,250). 
Ward even has a 
chance at a fourth 
1,000-yard barrier, 
returning kicks, He 
currently stands at 587 career return yards. 
He'll need to average about 38 yards a 
game to hit 1,000. 

“By far, he’s the most versatile player I've 
ever coached,” says Georgia coach Jim Don- 
nan. “Theres nothing you can ask Hines to 
do that he’s not willing to do and can do.” 


The versatile Hines Ward: pass- 
ing, rushing, receiving. 
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BUYING A SATELLITE DISH TO SEE THE FOOTBA 
YOU WANT CAN LEAVE YOU JUST AS FLAT. 


With PRIMEST: ‘ou can get all the football you want without taking a hit for a ton of money. Because we don't make 
you buy the dish. You'll see over 100 NFL games and more c I than you ever dreamed’. And since we've added 
more of the sports channels you want, you'll have more sports action than ever. 's the best part. 

All the sports channels are grouped together. So you can watch as many games as you want, and you'll 4 
always know where they are. In fact, we've grouped all 160 of our channels®, Making Primestar as | 


easy to watch as it is to get. No wonder we're the best value in satellite TV. Call 1-800-PRIMESTAR. 


® 
Available at: RadioShack 1-800-PRIMESTAR 
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“Tickets, Tickets. Who Needs a Pair?” 


The Bowl Alliance was supposed to 
resolve the national championship debate 
and quiet the grumbling fora playoff. After 
two years, the alliance has pretty much 
delivered what it promised. Nebraska and 
Florida won their national championships 
the last two seasons without much squawk- 
ing, at least outside of Utah. 

The Orange Bow! hosts this year's 
national championship game in the final 
year of the current alliance. In 1998, the 
Super Alliance goes into effect with the 
Rose Bowl joining the fold. Only then 
will a No. I vs. No. 2 game have its best 
chance — depending on the polls — of 
being a reality. 

The alliance deals have been a financial 
godsend to the teams and conferences 
involved. That's why the WAC is fighting 
so hard to get its champion into one of 
those $8.5 million alliance games. At the 
same time, bowls are watching with hor- 
ror the growing chasms of empty seats at 
their stadiums. 

Attendance for the 18 Division I-A bowl 
games last season failed to top one million 
for only the second time since 1989. The 
average bowl attendance of 54,738 ranked 
as the 14th worst since 1950. Outside the 
Cotton, Rose and Sugar bowls, attendance 
last year was noticeably thinner every- 
where. The Orange Bowl game between 
Nebraska and Virginia Tech drew just 
51,212, its lowest attended game since 
1948. Nebraska fans bought less than 
10,000 tickets with even fewer making the 
trip to Miami. 


There were nearly 50,000 in 
Memphis to see the Liberty 
Bowl game berween Syracuse 
and Houston, but both schools 
gave tickets away to students. 
Houston went one step further, 
offering free bus transportation. 

The Gator Bow! illustrated the 
jittery nature of bowls last year 
when it invited West Virginia as 
its Big East representative instead 
of co-champs Miami or Syracuse. 
The Mountaineers finished 
fourth in the Big East and lost 
three of their last four including 
home games to Miami and Syra- 
cuse. West Virginia sold 20,000 
tickets but lost to North Car- 
olina, its fourth loss in five games 
and sixth bowl loss in a row. 

Compounding the problem are 
the league tie-ins with bowls in 
which some teams are wearing out 
their welcome. Tennessee has been to the Cit 
rus Bowl three of the last four years. Nebraska 
has been to the Orange Bowl five of the last 
six. Florida's been to the Sugar three of the last 
four. The Orange had Florida State three of 
the last four prior to last year. 

One suggestion being floated around is for 
the non-alliance bowls to swap their tie-ins. 
For instance, the Gator and Citrus might 
exchange teams so that the Big East and 
‘ACC runners-up play in Orlando at the Cit- 
rus, while the No. 2 SEC and Big Ten teams 
play in Jacksonville, The idea is that teams 
will visit new cities each year, which theoret- 
ically would be more appealing to fans. The 
change of scenery might lure fans onto the 


highways again. 


Sweet Lou 


Mark Your Calendar 
Games that will affect the polls 
this season. 


Sept. 6 

Florida State at USC 
Sept. 13 

Stanford at North Carolina 
Colorado at Michigan 
Sept. 20 

Florida State at Clemson 
Tennessee at Florida 
Nebraska at Washington 
Auburn at LSU 

Sept. 27 

Notre Dame at Michigan 
Oct. 4 

Miami at Florida State 
Texas A&M at Colorado 
Notre Dame at Stanford 
Oct. 11 

Ohio State at Penn State 
Florida at LSU 

Oct. 18 

Florida at Auburn 
Tennessee at Alabama 
USC at Notre Dame 

Oct. 25 

Colorado at Texas 

Nov. 8 

Florida State at North Carolina 
Michigan at Penn State 
LSU at Alabama 

Nov. 15 

North Carolina at Clemson, 
Notre Dame at LSU 

Nov. 22 

Florida State at Florida 
Ohio State at Michigan 
Alabama at Auburn 

Nov. 28 

Nebraska at Colorado 
Texas at Texas A&M 

Nov. 29 

Syracuse at Miami 

Dec. 6 

SEC Championship Game. 
WAC Championship Game 
Big 12 Championship Game 


Just how loveable was Lou Holtz at Notre Dame? The circumstances surrounding 
his exit remain murky, but that didn't stop a host of folks from roasting Holtz at a ben- 
efic last spring in South Bend. Nothing was sacred and Holtz was teased mercilessly 
about everything from his hair to his lisp to his wardrobe. 

“Many times in print, I'd read that Gerry Faust was the losingest coach at Notre 
Dame,” said Faust, who was fired to make way for Holtz after the 1985 season. “Lou, 
being my friend, has taken that distinction away from me. But Lou, why did you have 


to take so long?” 


Tes true. Holtz leaves Notre Dame with 30 losses, four more than Faust. He also 
leaves with 100 wins, which are only five fewer than Knute Rockne. President Clin- 
ton, who knows Holtz from their days together in Arkansas, even chimed in by invit- 
ing Holtz to stop by to play some football at the White House. “I miss talking to you,” 
Sid Clinton “Besides Pd enjoy the weightand size advantage” 

Holtz did strike back. He saved his best line for his old sparring partners in the 
media. “If I had one life to give,” said Holtz, “it would probably be someone's in the 


news media.” 
Be careful, Lou. You're one of us, now. 


ATHLON FooTBaLL 1997 


Tie score. Three seconds left. sere 
Tine. And where are you? 
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TOURNAMENT 


Florida '96 Clemson '81 


Pittsburgh '76 \ } } Texas '69 


Alabama '92 Washington '91 
Florida St.'93 ay, 7 \J Penn State '86 
Oklahoma ’85 : Miami '87 
Georgia '80 usc '72 

Notre Dame '77 


Nebraska '95 Ohio State '68 


by Randy Horick 

Forget the polls. The polls mean nothing. 

Forget the Bowl Alliance, too. Even the mighty Alliance can’t absolutely, positively guarantee a per- 
fect championship matchup. 

But we can. 

We are taking control. Please do not adjust your set. 

At Athlon Sports, we've unilaterally instituted our own playoff system that will deliver not merely 
the biggest, baddest, best team of one year but of the past 30. 

We used no computer simulations. We crunched no numbers through arcane formulas. Instead, 
we Summoned the analytical skills of Athlon Sports’ staff of college football experts. In a dim, smoke- 
filled room, they hashed, rehashed, spouted statistics and compared records, strength of schedules 
and margins of victory. They left no turnover ratio unscrutinized, no red-zone efficiency average unex- 
amined. 

When the dust cleared, 16 teams emerged — the 16 greatest, highest-octane, in-your-facest, most 
dominating squads from 1967, the year Athlon Sports was born, through 1996. All of our teams were 
national champions. Combined, their record was 189-4. Collectively, they outscored their opponents 
6,811 to 2,154. 

For the sake of diversity, we imposed an artificial restriction: one team per school. We seeded the 
teams, set up the brackets, then sat back to watch as the pads pounded and the helmets crashed 
in the ultimate football fantasy event. On the following pages, you'll find out who among our All-Amer- 
icas bested all of America, and why. 

But first, let’s introduce the teams (in alphabetical order): 
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ALABAMA 1992 (13-0) 


Bear Bryant preached that games are won 
on defense, and his pupil, Gene Stallings, 
never forgot. Except for the swift and ver- 
satile David Palmer, Stallings’ offense in 
1992 was as unflashy as the Tide's uni- 
forms. But their defense — George 
Teague, Eric Curry, Antonio Langham, 
John Copeland and some bad, bad friends 
— was pethaps the best that college foot- 
ball ever saw. 


BRIGHAM YOUNG 1984 (13-0) 


With Robbie Bosco flinging footballs 
through the mountain air and Glen 
Kozlowski catching them, BYU could slap 
an upstart mojo on even the national elite. 
Because they played in the wild, wild 
WAC, where big leads can evaporate like 
raindrops in the desert — and because this 
was the one year the Cougars didn't possess 
a future NFL quarterback — some never 
gave them their due (except for NFL gen- 
eral managers, who drafted no less then 15 
players from this team). But when they 
defeated the Big Ten’s Michigan, even the 
doubters fell silent. 


CLEMSON 1981 (12-0) 


Football watchers were alerted that the 
Tigers might be serious when they stuffed 
defending national champion Georgia and 
Herschel Walker 13-3. But the Bulldogs 
were far from the last to experience the 
power of Clemson's defense, which held 
nine opponents to 10 points or less. 
Opposing defenses, meanwhile, spent 
much of their Saturday afternoons franti- 


Larry Kinker 


Stallings stressed defense, and the 
’92 version was his masterpiece. 


cally chasing shifty veer quarterback 
Homer Jordan, explosive Kevin Mack and 
All-America receiver Perry Tuttle. 


FLORIDA 1996 (42-1) 


You saw them last year. You know how 
potent (almost omnipotent) they were. 
They averaged better than six touchdowns 
per game and seven yards per snap. They 
possessed enough firepower to make the 
Pentagon take notice: Danny Wuerffel, Ike 
Hilliard, Fred Taylor, Reidel Anthony and 
Jacquez Green (not to mention a coach 
acknowledged as the game’s reigning 
offensive genius). Oh, by the way, Florida’s 
defense was one of the nation’s top 15, too. 
‘An injury-depleted offensive line opened 
the door for their only loss, at Florida 
State, and Steve Spurrier’s Gators avenged 
that one mightily in New Orleans. 


FLORIDA STATE 1993 (12-1) 


With Charlie Ward, Warrick Dunn and 
William Floyd, the Seminoles crushed 
archrival Miami, downed Florida and 
outlasted Nebraska. Had they also man- 
aged to win at Notre Dame, they might 
have ranked among the three best teams 
of all time. 


GEORGIA 1980 (12-0) 


‘The Bulldogs didn’t open the season with 
Walker, a freshman, in the lineup. But it 
didn’t take them long (the fourth quarter 
of the first game) to “let the Big Dog eat.” 
With Walker carrying the load, underrated 
quarterback Buck Belue and an inhos- 
pitable Bulldog defense, Georgia rolled to 
a perfect season. And a special thanks to 
receiver Lindsay Scott, whose 93-yard 
catch and run against Florida lives on as 
one of the decade’s most memorable plays. 


Wuerffel and the Gators were 
halted by the Huskers again. 


MIAMI 1987 (42-0) 


Steve Walsh, Michael Irvin, Melvin Brat- 
ton, Bennie and Brian Blades, Brett Perri- 
man, Danny Stubbs, a wardrobe of 
combat fatigues and lots of attitude. Put 
them on a field together, and they consti- 
tuted a team of which opponents lived in 
active fear. Before the Borg arrived on Star 
‘Trek: The Next Generation, there were the 
"Canes. Resistance was futile. 


NEBRASKA 1995 (12-0) 


Want gaudy statistics? How about a 39- 
point average margin of victory? More 
than 6,100 yards in total offense. Twenty 
interceptions (five returned for scores). 
Only twice all year did anyone manage to 
restrain Tommie Frazier, Lawrence Phillips 
and friends. In those two games, Nebraska 
scored 35 and 37 points. Some maintain 
they were the greatest college team ever 
assembled. Read on and see. 


NOTRE DAME 1977 (11-1) 


Early on, it looked like a prototypical Irish 
team, with a rock-ribbed defense and big, 
powerful backs. Then a wild card named 
Montana entered the deck. The combina- 
tion proved irresistible. Notre Dame won 
every game after that, including a 38-10 
demolition of Earl Campbell and top- 
ranked Texas, and a legend was born. 


‘Athlon Archives 


Walker, the Big Dog, feasted till the 


’85 Sooners took a bite. 
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OHIO STATE 1968 (10-0) 


Eleven All-Americans. Six eventual NFL 
first-rounders. An offense that averaged 
440 yards per game. A defense anchored 
by Jim Stillwagon and Jack Tatum. With 
a team like this, Woody Hayes had no 
need to break sideline markers or stomp 
his cap. His Buckeyes flattened every- 
thing before them like a steamroller in an 
Ohio cornfield. 


OKLAHOMA 1985 (11-1) 


Jamelle Holieway, a spectacularly preco- 
cious freshman in 1985, was pethaps the 
last great wishbone quarterback. But 
what distinguished this squad was one of 
the greatest of all Oklahoma defenses — 
best in the nation. Against Brian 
Bosworth, Tony Casillas and friends, 
opponents crossed the Sooners’ goal line 
only nine times. 


Paterno’s ’86 defense kept the Lions 
unbeaten — until the tournament. 


PENN STATE 1986 (12-0) 


The Lions didn’t dominate offensively. In 
fact, they survived three scares during the 
regular season and managed only eight first 
downs in the Fiesta Bowl against Miami. 
But, oh, their defense. Spearheaded by All- 
‘Americans Shane Conlan and Tim John- 
son, the Lions’ defense ranked among the 
top three in two major categories. They 
were so relentless that Joe Paterno once 
almost cracked a smile when they were on 
the field, 


Tv OF CHAVWPION 


PITTSBURGH 1976 (12-0) 


Everybody remembers Tony Dorsett — 
particularly Notre Dame's faithful, who 
witnessed college football's most prolific 
runner precipitate the worst home loss in 
Irish history. But this Pitt team was far 
from one-dimensional. Not with a quar- 
terback like Matt Cavanaugh and a 
receiver like Gordon Jones. And especially 
not with a defense that held six opponents 
under 10 points. 


USC 1972 (12-0) 


Tailback U. boasted many great teams dur- 
ing the “60s and '70s. But none — not even 
the USC squads with O.J. Simpson or 
Charles White or Mike Garrett — could 
surpass this one. In 1972, only one oppo- 
nent came closer than 17 points to beating 
the Trojans. With Anthony Davis and Sam 
“Bam” Cunningham carrying the ball, and 
Pete Adams and Dave Brown clearing the 
way, USC literally ran all over people, 
including Ohio State in the Rose Bowl. 
And they were equally formidable on the 
other side of the ball, where Richard Wood 
marauded. In fact, the ’72 Trojans were one 
of the few college teams ever to rank in the 
top seven nationally in both total offense 
and total defense, 


TEXAS 1969 (11-0) 


Only a year after Darrell Royal unveiled the 
wishbone, his Longhorns were running it to 
perfection (and to the consternation of 
opponents). Still, this run-dominated team 
is best remembered for two passes: a fourth- 
down bomb in the Big Shootout at 
Arkansas, and another last-gasp completion 
that helped rally the Horns over Notre 
Dame in the Cotton Bowl. Other Texas 
teams might have possessed more fearsome 
weapons (like Campbell in 1977). But this 
team, Royal’s masterpiece, managed a feat 
no other squad in Austin has accomplished 
since: It never lost. 


WASHINGTON 19914 (12-0) 
They were the best team from the West in 
20 years, and a superbly balanced one, with 
two All-Americans on defense (Steve Emt- 
man and Dave Hoffmann), two world-class 
defensive backs (Walter Bailey and Dana 
Hall), nwo future NFL quarterbacks (Billy 
Joe Hobert and Mark Brunell), a pancaking 


offensive line and tremendous speed. They 
outscored their opponents 461-101 and 
whipped Nebraska in Lincoln. They could 
have matched up decently with more than 
one NFL squad. Amazingly, some people 
still overlook this team, Not us. 


Before the tournament began, we had to 
settle a few internal matters. 

Our one-team-per-school limit necessi- 
tated a play-in round on several campuses — 
notably, Nebraska, which otherwise would 
have furnished four of our Sweet Sixteen. 

To reach the Athlon Sports tournament, 
the 1995 national-champion Huskers first 
had to get by the 1994 national-champion 
Huskers. The QBs were evenly matched; 
Frazier and Phillips (for half a season) 
played for both teams. 

But the 1995 defense, with a ye 
experience, proved the difference in a 
24-21 victory. Tom Osborne, who watched 
impassively from both the winning and los- 
ing sidelines, was simultaneously portrayed 
as the genius and the goat. 

Meanwhile, the 1971 Cornhuskers beat 
their 1983 counterparts 35-31 — the same 
score, coincidentally, by which they had 
defeated No. 2 Oklahoma in the so-called 
Game of the Century. Things might have 
turned out differently, but '83's Irving Fryar 
dropped a sure touchdown pass, just as he 
did in the Orange Bowl against Miami. 

Against the 1995 squad, the 1971 
Huskers were left to ruminate over their own 
what-ifs after an 89-yard pune return by 
Johnny Rodgers was nullified by a clip. As it 
was, the "95s advanced, and the team that we 
rank fourth-best of all time stayed home. 

Likewise, a play-in shootout was required 
at Notre Dame, where Joe Montana tallied 
the °77 Irish in the 
final minute against 
the 11-0 team of 
1973, which had 
just taken the 
lead on a bomb 
of their own 
from Tom 
Clements 
to Dave 
Casper. The 
°85 Oklahoma 
team had to win its own 
internecine battle, a 
wide-open wishbone 
affair against the Soon- 
ers’ 1974 national 
champions in which 
option pitches far out- 
numbered passes. 


’s more 


Brunell pulled 

XN the trigger for 
m™ the explosive 

"91 Huskies. 
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Firsr Roun 
== 
FLORIDA 1996 VS. 
PITTSBURGH 1976 
Dorsett ran for 1,948 yards in ’76, Bue 
against a fast Gator defense fond of blitzing 
through every hole, Tony D mostly ran for 
his life. Meanwhile, even the Panthers’ 
superb defense couldnt cover all of the 
gifted receivers in Florida's sophisticated 
aerial attack, Florida 30, Pittsburgh 16. 
—- 
ALABAMA 1992 VS. 
FLORIDA STATE 1993 
In 1992, Alabama finished first nationally 
in total defense, rushing defense and 
turnovers created. They were second in 
pass defense and scoring defense. But 
Ward, Dunn and Floyd — and Bobby 
Bowden's famed trick plays — gave even 
the Tide's wrecking crew plenty to worry 
about. In such an even matchup, the out- 
come rested on the kicking game. Two 
words summed up the Seminoles’ fate: 
wide right. Alabama 24, Florida State 22. 
—s 
OKLAHOMA 1985 VS. 
GEORGIA 1980 
In 1985, the Sooners’ top-rated defense sur- 
rendered only nine touchdowns, and 
Bosworth and Casillas were not favorably 
disposed toward giving Walker, the “Big 
Dog,” much leash, Georgia, meanwhile, 
never discovered an antidote to Holieway, 
who repeatedly turned the corner faster 
than you could say “wishbone” with a Deep 
South drawl, Oklahoma 26, Georgia 12. 
a 
BRIGHAM YOUNG 1984 Vs, 
NEBRASKA 1995 
Armed with an array of short and medium 
passes, QB Bosco and the Cougars briefly 
vexed Nebraska's blitzkrieg defense. In fact, 
BYU led twice, 7-0 and 14-7, on scoring 
passes to Kozlowski. But the Cougars could 
barely slow the Huskers’ offensive jugger- 
naut. Nebraska 45, BYU 27. 
—< 
CLEMSON 1981 VS. 
TEXAS 1969 
In some ways, they were much alike. Both 
teams relied on clever quarterbacks (Texas’ 
James Street and Clemson's Jordan) to 
direct their wishbone and veer option 
offenses. Both counted on swift, swarming 
defenses to stifle opponents. 

Royal understood that the best way to 
attack a pursuing defense like Clemson's is 
straight up the middle, and in FB Steve 
Worster he had a big, blune weapon. 


Mostly four or five yards at a time, Worster 
continually pounded the Tigers’ D, which, 
in spite of linebacker Jeff Davis, could 
counter with no one heavier than 257 
pounds. Texas 20, Clemson 13, 

—=" 
WASHINGTON 1991 VS. 
PENN STATE 1986 
Give Penn State defensive coordinator Jerry 
Sandusky time, and he can devise a way to 
bring even the most prolific offense to an 
ugly, screeching halt. The Lions would 
need all of Sandusky’s wiles to slow the 
Huskies, who could fling the ball even 
more effectively than the Miami aerial 
show that Joe Pa’s boys shot down in the 
Fiesta Bowl. But the cheetah-quick 
Huskies, who averaged better than 40 
points a game, could fire more speeding 
bullets than even the Lions could dodge, 
and DJ. Dozier found no cracks in a 
Washington defense cemented by Emt- 
man, LB Hoffman and CBs Hall and Bai- 

ley, Washington 19, Penn State 13. 

— 
MIAMI 1987 Vs. 
usc 1972 

Irresistible Force, meet Immovable Object. 
With Davis and Cunningham in the back- 
field — plus All-Americans Adams and 
Charles Young in the offensive line — John 
McKay's Trojans sported one of the most 
powerful running attacks ever assembled. 
Opposing them, Miami's fast and punish- 
ing defense was among the best ever against 
the run. 

The Hurricanes’ swarming defense, led 
by Stubbs at tackle and George Mira Jr, at 
linebacker, all but expelled USC's famous 
“student body right.” The Trojans, how- 
ever, could call on other awesome weapons 
— like backup quarterback Par Haden and 
wide receiver Lynn Swann. Davis broke 
Miami's back with a 97-yard kickoff 
return. As a mild upset took shape, the 
*Canes didn’t help themselves with three 
penalties for unsportsmanlike conduct. 
USC 24, Miami 20. 


— 
NOTRE DAME 1977 VS. 
OHIO STATE 1968 
In a matchup of antediluvian monsters 
worthy of Godzilla vs. King Kong, Notre 
Dame's bone-crunching defense and Ohio 
State’s “Robust T” formation clashed head- 
on. The Irish limited Buckeye quarterback 
Rex Kern and running backs Jim Otis and 
Leo Hayden to their second-lowest point 
total of the season. But (see a pattern form- 
ing?) it took a late pass from Montana to 


Walsh and the '87 Hurricanes fell 
to the '72 Trojan machine. 


his favorite target, Ken MacAfee, to bring 
victory to the Irish. Notre Dame 20, Ohio 
State 17. 


SECOND RounD 
— 

FLORIDA 1996 VS. 
ALABAMA 1992 
‘Tournament MVP (Most Versatile Player) 
Palmer did everything for Alabama but 
snap the ball, Against the Gators, he caught 
a touchdown pass, threw one and returned 

a punt for a score, 

But while the Tide possessed one swift 
arrow, Florida owned a quiver full. For 
once, Bamas relentless defense encoun- 
tered an offense it couldn't dominate. 
Florida 28, Alabama 20. 


OKLAHOMA 1985 VS. 
NEBRASKA 1995 
Somehow, fate (OK, it was us) brought 
together the best from these two neighbors 
whose rivalry assumed a Balkan intensity. 
This time, the stakes were even higher 

than usual. 

The Sooners devised a brilliant way to 
neutralize Nebraska's pass rush: They didn't 
pass, Meanwhile, Holieway’s speed and 
adept handling of the option strung out 
the Huskers and opened the middle. 

But this Nebraska defense possessed much 
more speed than those the Oklahomans 
‘once waltzed past. And even Casillas and 
Bosworth, who anchored the nation’s third- 
best rushing defense, came up second-best 
against Frazier, Phillips and the huge 
Nebraska line. Nebraska 34, Oklahoma 20. 
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— 
TEXAS 1969 VS. 
WASHINGTON 1991 
This wasn't just a clash of immortal teams 
but of eras. And, on paper anyhow, the 
newer and flashier Washington model 
appeared to hold an advantage. The Long- 
horns possessed no lineman as dominating 
as the Huskies’ Emtman, no blocker quite 
as formidable as Lincoln Kennedy, and no 
one quite as elusive as All-American Mario 
Bailey or Beno Bryant. Nor did Texas enjoy 
the luxury of two great quarterbacks, 

Hobert and Brunell. 

Fortunately for the Horns, the wishbone 
is not built around individual matchups. 
With three attractive rushing options — 
Street, Worster and HB Jim Bertelsen — 
and a few timely passes to Randy Peschel 
and Cotton Speyrer, Texas controlled the 
clock just enough to neutralize the 
Huskies’ offensive arsenal, Texas 17, Wash- 
ington 10, 


USC 1972 VS. 

NOTRE DAME 1977 
Montana, who seemed many long, golden 
hairs too unregimented to suit coach Dan 
Devine, began 1977 as a third-teamer. But 
through Devine intervention (or, more 
accurately, desperation), the junior quar- 
terback rallied the Irish past Purdue with 
17 fourth-quarter points. At Clemson's 
“Death Valley,” Montana scored two late 
TDs to cement his reputation as “The 
Comeback Kid.” 

The greatest of all the great USC teams 
would test Montana's magic once more. 
Even with Ross Browner and Bob Golic in 
the line, the Irish barely contained Davis 
and Cunningham, whose running staked 
SC toa 17-7 lead. 

Then — almost supernaturally, some 
said — a gray-blue, October-like sky gave 
way to bright sunshine. Montana led the 
Irish to a field goal, a short TD pass and, 
with seven seconds to play, a scrambling 
two-point conversion. Notre Dame 18, 
USC 17. 


Notre Dame Archives 


SEVWIFINALS 


FLORIDA 1996 VS. 

NEBRASKA 1995 
If you can't beat ‘em, reasoned the '95 
Gators after 2 62-24 humiliation by 
Nebraska, join ‘em. So Florida adopted the 
Huskers’ blitzing defensive scheme and 
bolstered their running game with Elijah 
Williams and Taylor, each of whom aver- 
aged more than six yards per carry. In the 
process, the Gators transformed themselves 
from merely terrific to tertifyingly good. 
Te made for pethaps the most scintillating 
matchup of our tournament — and a 
titanic struggle that, ironically, was both 
defensive and high-scoring. 

Even from the shotgun, Wuerffel was 
regularly pressured by Jared Tomich, Chris- 
tian Peter and Grant Wistrom. But when 
Spurrier called just the right plays, they 
busted big: an 85-yard pass to Green, a 45- 
yard bolt by Taylor, and a fourth-down 
heave from Wuerffel to Anthony. 

Nor, in spite of numerous tackles for 
loss, could Florida contain Frazier, Phillips 
and Ahman Green, who all broke long 
runs, Everyone guessed that the team that 
had the ball last would win, With 30 sec- 
onds to play, Phillips carried three Gators 
into the end zone, and Frazier converted 
the winning two points. Nebraska 32, 
Florida 31. 

—== 
TEXAS 1969 VS. 
NOTRE DAME 1977 
Tt was deja vu, as Yogi Berra supposedly 
said, all over again. The ’69 Horns and '77 
Irish, who won national titles at the other's 
expense in the Cotton Bowl, renewed their 
occasional meetings at the summit. 

This time, the Irish couldn't count on 
the generosity of the 77 Texas offense, 
which yielded five turnovers that led to 
Notte Dame scores. In their championship 
win, however, the ’69 Longhorns never had 
to face a miracle-worker like Montana. 

As in the previous two rounds, Mon- 
tana gave Notre Dame a late lead ona pass 
to (who else?) McAfee — perhaps the 
only tight end ever to finish among the 
top three in the Heisman voting, But the 
Horns scrambled back. On fourth and 
two, Speyrer dove headlong to snare the 
winning TD pass from Street. Remember: 
deja vu all over again. Texas 21, Notre 
Dame 17. 


Montana ran out of miracles 
against the '69 Longhorns. 


The 1995 Nebraska juggernaut cap- 
tured the 30-year national crown. 


CHAMPIONSHIP 

=— 
NEBRASKA 1995 VS. 
TEXAS 1969 
Against Nebraska's rock-solid defenders, 
many teams would have been tempted to 
abandon hopes of running (except for their 
lives). But run-loving Royal always said, 
“You dance with who brung you.” As he 
also was fond of observing, three things 
could happen on a pass, and two of them 
were bad, 

Sticking by their guns, the Longhorns 
played the Cornhuskers to a 10-10 half 
time standoff. Street, Bertelsen and 
‘Worster, running behind Bob Wuensch, 
kept Nebraska surprisingly off balance, 
The Horns “other” halfback, Ted Koy, 
scored on a 60-yard bolt after receiving an 
option pitch, 

By the end of the third period, however, 
the Huskers’ size and power wore down the 
Texas defense; Eric Anderson, Chris Dish- 
man and Aaron Taylor — the big horses 
that pulled Nebraska's offensive wagon — 
cleared wide lanes for Frazier, Phillips and 
Green. All three rushed for more than 100 
yards. 

Down 24-10, the Longhorns were 
forced, against Royal’s druthers, to change 
dance partners. When Texas began passing, 
one good thing happened — a long TD to 
Peschel, who sneaked behind the Husker 
secondary when Street faked an option 
run. Then, as Royal feared, a bad thing: an 
interception returned by cornerback 
‘Tyrone Williams for the game’s final score: 
Nebraska 31, Texas 17. 

If the championship seemed anticlimac- 
tic, it wasn't against form. When we 
reviewed our original, highly scientific pre- 
tournament rankings for each team, we 
discovered that the two strongest had met 
in the finals. The seedings held. And, in the 
end, against the best collegiate competition 
of all time, the best team of all time won. 
No matter what the pollsters may say. 
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LEGENDS OF THE F4Ly 


Alabama 1992 

Coach: Gene Stallings 

WR David Palmer; DB George 

DB Antonio Langham; DL John 
Copeland; QB Jay Barker (1,614 passing 
yds.); RB Derrick Lassic (905 yds. rushing) 
Core Strength: Defense 

Most Impressive Stat: Defense ranked No. 1 
nationally (gave up only 55 rushing yds. per 
game). 

Eye-Opening Win: 34-13 over Miami 


Brigham Young 1984 

Coach: LaVell Edwards 

Stallions: QB Robbie Bosco (3,875 yds. pass- 
ing, 33 TDs); WR David Mills (60 catches, 
1,023 yds.); RB Lakei Heimili (5 yds.-per-carry 
average); WR Glen Kozlowski 

Core Strength: Passing game 

Impressive Stat: 15 NFL draft picks on team 
Eye-Opening Wins: 20-14 at No.3 Pittsburgh; 
24-47 over Michigan. 


Clemson 1981 

Coach: Danny Ford 

Stallions: QB Homer Jordan; RB Cliff Austin; 
RB Kevin Mack; WR Perry Tuttle; LB Jeff 
Davis; S Terry Kinard 

Core Strength: Defense; rushing 

Most Impressive Stat: Held all but three 
opponents to 10 points or less. 
Eye-Opening Win: 13-3 over defending 
national champion Georgia. 


Florida 1996 

Coach: Steve Spurrier 

Stallions: QB Danny Wuerffel (3,625 passing 
yds., 39 TDs); WR Reidel Anthony (1,293 
yds., 18 TDs); WR Jacquez Green; WR Ike 
Hilliard (900 yards); DB Fred Weary (five INTs) 
Core Strength: Passing (duh!) 

Most Impressive Stat: Offense scored 67 
TDs on drives averaging only 1:59. 
Eye-Opening Win: 52-20 over Florida State 


Florida State 1993 

Coach: Bobby Bowden 

Stallions: QB Charlie Ward (3,371 yds. total 
offense); RB Warrick Dunn; FB William Floyd; 
DE Derrick Brooks; DB Corey Sawyer; DE Der- 
rick Alexander 

Core Strength: Balanced, lightning-fast 
offense 

Most Impressive Stat: 548 yds. per game 
total offense; shut out four opponents. 
Eye-Opening Wins: 57-0 at Clemson; 38-10 
‘over Miami 


Georgia 1980 

Coach: Vince Dooley 

Stallions: RB Herschel Walker (1,616 yds.) 
set 68 NCAA, SEC and school records; QB 
Buck Belue; WR Lindsay Scott (19.7 yds. per 
catch) 

Greatest Strength: Rushing 

Most Impressive Stat: Three shutouts 
Eye-Opening Win: 16-15 at Tennessee 


Bosco and the '84 Cougars were 
worn down by Nebraska after 
leading early. 


Miami 1987 

Coach: Jimmy Johnson 

Stallions: DE Danny Stubbs; S Bennie Blades; 
QB Steve Walsh (2,249 yds., 19 TDs); WR 
Michael Irvin (715 yds., six TDs); FB Melvin Brat- 
ton; LB George Mira (147 tackles) 

Core Strength: Passing; killer defense 

Most Impressive Stat: 19 career intercep- 
tions by senior Bennie Blades, Jim Thorpe 
Award winner as nation’s top DB. 
Eye-Opening Wins: 51-7 at No. 10 Arkansas; 
24-0 over Notre Dame 


Nebraska 1995 

Coach: Tom Osborne 

Stallions: QB Tommie Frazier (604 rushing 
yds., 17 passing TDs); RB Lawrence Phillips 
(7.7 yds. per carry); RB Ahman Green (1,086 
rushing yds., 13 TDs). 

Core Strength: Everything 

Most Impressive Stats: 4,398 rushing yds, 
to 862 for opponents; Defense intercepted 
20 passes, returned five for TDs. 
Eye-Opening Wins: 77-28 at Arizona State; 
44-21 at Colorado; 62-24 over Florida. 


Notre Dame 1977 

Coach: Dan Devine 

Stallions: Joe Montana (over 1,600 passing 
yds., 11. TDs); TE Ken MacAfee (54 catches, 
797 yds.); RB Jerome Heavens (994 rushing 
yds.); LB Bob Golic; DE Ross Browner; CB 
Luther Bradley 

Core Strength: Defense 

Most Impressive Stat: Won 10 straight 
games after Montana became starting QB 
Eye-Opening Wins: 49-19 over No. 5 USC; 
38-10 over No. 4 Texas 


Ohio State 1968 

Coach: Woody Hayes 

Stallions: RB Jim Otis (985 yds, rushing, 17 
TDs); QB Rex Kern (972 yds. passing); DB 
Jack Tatum; LB Jim Stillwagon 

Core Strength: Rushing 

Most Impressive Stat: 11 All-Americans and 
six eventual NFL firstround draft picks 
Eye-Opening Win: 50-14 over Michigan 
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Oklahoma 1985 

Coach: Barry Switzer 

Stallions: QB Jamelle Holieway; TE Keith 
Jackson; DB Rickey Dixon; NG Tony Casillas; 
LB Brian Bosworth (131 tackles); DE Kevin 
Murphy (All-America) 

Core Strength: Defense 

Most Impressive Stat: First nationally in total 
defense, third in rushing defense. No oppo- 
nent scored more than 14 points; eight held 
to seven or less. 

Eye-Opening Win: 25-10 over Penn State 


Penn State 1986 

Coach: Joe Paterno 

Stallions: RB D.J, Dozier (1,098 total 
yds.); LB Shane Conlan (79 tackles); DT 
Tim Johnson 

Core Strength: Defense 

Most Impressive Stat: Third-best scoring and 
rushing defense in nation. 

Eye-Opening Win: 23-3 at Alabama 


Pittsburgh 1976 

Coach: Johnny Majors 

Stallions: Tony Dorsett (Heisman winner, 
1,948 yds. rushing); QB Matt Cavanaugh 
(1,046 passing yds.); DT Randy Holloway; S 
Bob Jury (10 INTs); MG Al Romano 

Core Strength: Rushing; defense 

Most Impressive Stat: Held six opponents to 
‘seven points or fewer 

Eye-Opening Wins: 31~10 at Notre Dame and 
27-3 over No. 4 Georgia 


Southern California 1972 

Coach: John McKay 

Stallions: TB Anthony Davis (1,194 rushing 
yds., 19 TDs); FB Sam Cunningham; QB Mike 
Rae; WR Lynn Swann; DE Richard Wood 
Core Strength: Great offense, great defense, 
great balance 

Most Impressive Stat: Trailed only three 
times all year 

Eye-Opening Win: 42-17 over Ohio State 


Texas 1969 

Coach: Darrell Royal 

Stallions: FB Steve Worster (649 yds., nine 
TDs); QB James Street; HB Jim Bertelsen 
(7.1 yds. per carry); TE Randy Pesche E 
Bill Atessis; T Bob McKay (All-Americé 
Glen Halsell (All-America) 

Core Strength: Rushing, ball control 
Most Impressive Stat: (57 TDs; 472 yds. 
total offense per game) 

Eye-Opening Win: 15-14 over Arkansas 


Washington 1991 

Coach: Don James 

Stallions: DT Steve Emtman (top pick in NFL 
draft); QB Billy Joe Hobert (22 passing TDs, 
2,274 yds.); QB Mark Brunell; OT Lincoln 
Kennedy; WR Mario Bailey (1,037 yards, 17 
TDs), LB Dave Hoffmann; CB Dana Hall; CB 
Walter Bailey (seven INTs) 

Core Strength: Everything 

Most Impressive Stat: Held Heisman winner 
Desmond Howard to one catch in Rose Bow! 
Eye-Opening Wins: 36-21 at Nebraska; 
34-14 over Michigan 
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Washington 
There was an old baseball joke that went like this: “Washington, first in war, first in peace and 
last in the American League.” 

Washington is no longer in the American League and that was Washington, D.C., anyway. 
There's another Washington way out in the Pacific Northwest, and its the Washington 
Huskies that Athlon Sports is picking to win the 1997 national championship. 

For the first time since he took over in 1993, coach Jim Lambright has a large group of vet- 
eran seniors to provide leadership (more than half the returning starters are seniors). His major 
“problems”? Prepping a young linebacker cops and finding consistency in the kicking game. 

“We've asked this team, ‘Isn't this where you want to be? Don’t you want to be considered 
a national power?” Lambright says. “You can't be uncomfortable in this role.” 


Catalyst: Overcoming a tough early schedule that lists Brigham Young, Nebraska and Arizona 
Stare in the first four games. 

Can't Win Without: Free safety Tony Parrish, the top returning tackler, who led the team with 
eight pass breakups but had only two interceptions (Washington's 10 picks were the fewest since 
1938). “Tony has to intercept more passes,” Lambright says. 

Get the Point: The 1995 season marked the first time the Huskies scored at least 20 points in 
every regular-season game. They did it again in 1996 and added 21 against Colorado in the 
Holiday Bowl. 

1996 Results: 9-3 (7-1 Pac-10) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 8/27; defense 8/21; punter 


32 


NNNN PReE 
SSSSRSEERSREERESwcmnoaaenp 


lompreseason 
top2é 


Washington 
Penn State 
North Carolina 
Texas 
Florida 
Nebraska 
LSU 

Florida State 
Tennessee 
Ohio State 
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TY} Last season was supposed to be some- 


‘gate thing of a rebuilding year. Joe Paterno 
Ss ig ye 
Ley had one of the youngest teams in his 31 


$ years as head coach, but the Nittany 
Lions earned their 20ch Top 10 finish 
under Paterno, posted 11 victories for 
the 12th time and trounced Big 12 
champ Texas 38-15 in the Fiesta Bowl. 
The Lions are loaded everywhere except 
at quarterback, where Mike McQueary 
takes over for Wally Richardson, who had the lowest carcer interception 
percentage in school history (just 14 in 692 attempts). There are also 
some openings on the offensive line (for the second year in a row, more 
than half the starters graduated) and in the kicking game, which lost the 
placekicker and punter. The 2,440-yard ground game, led by tailback 
Curtis Enis’ 1,210, returns intact eight lettermen strong, and Penn State 
should have its most athletic and talented defense of the Big Ten era, 
especially at linebacker, 
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Catalyst: A schedule conducive to a quick getaway with Pitt, Temple, 
Louisville and Illinois the first four opponents, Penn State should be 4-0 
when Ohio Stare comes calling, 

Can't Win Without: Joe Paterno, 70, whose 289-74-3 record makes 
him the active coach with the most wins and fourth in major-college his- 
tory behind Bear Bryant, Pop Warner and Amos Alonzo Stagg. 

Senior Prom: The 16 seniors who finished their carcers last year com- 
piled the most wins in a four-year span (42-7) at Penn State since fresh- 
men became eligible in 1972, 

1996 Results: 11-2 (6-2 Big Ten) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 6/21; defense 7/20; no kickers 


Texas 


Not since the legendary Darrell Royal was 
the coach more than two decades ago has 
Texas enjoyed this kind of success: three 
straight conference championships and 
back-to-back Alliance bow! berths. “Weare 
excited about what we have accomplished 
and hope to build on thac success,” coach 
John Mackovic says. The offense, which set 
a school record with 5,525 yards, has two 
of the most explosive players around in tail- 
back Ricky Williams (Texas’ best pure running back since Earl Campbell) 
and quarterback James Brown, plus four starters on a line that held 
Nebraska without a sack for the first rime in 39 games. The defense goes 
back to a 4-3 alignment and returns virtually the entire front seven. They 
include strongman tackle Chris Akins (556-pound bench-press, 760 
squat). The challenge is replacing 10 starters, including a trio of All-Amer- 
icans, among them all-time leading receiver Mike Adams. 


Catalyst: A schedule with only one opponent that was ranked at the end 
of last season (Colorado), and that game is in Austin 

Can't Win Without: Adequately replacing the entire secondary that was 
one of the nation’s best. Four three-year regulars started a combined 137 
games. 

The Play: Clinging to a 30-27 lead and facing fourth-and-inches at his 
own 28, quarterback James Brown faked to running back Priest Holmes, 
rolled left and hit tight end Derek Lewis on a 61-yard pass play that set up 
the final touchdown in a 37-27 upset of Nebraska in the Big 12 Champi- 
onship Game. 

1996 Results: 8-5 (7-2 Big12) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 6/22; defense 6/18; both kickers 


North 
Carolina 


Only 12 programs have won at least 10 
games in two of the past four seasons, and 
North Carolina is one of them. Basketball 
— what’ that? “People are talking football 
year-round here now, and that is exciting,” 
says coach Dean Sm — et, Mack Brown, 
One of last year’s losses was a hard-fought 
13-0 battle with Florida State, The Tar 
Heels have their sights set on dethroning the 
Seminoles as Atlantic Coast Conference 
champs with arguably the nation’s best defense featuring a potential All- 
American on the line (Greg Ellis), at linebacker (Brian Simmons) and in the 
secondary (Dré Bly). Carolina returns nine players who received first- or sec- 
ond-team All-ACC honors. Even with star tailback Leon Johnson, the run- 
ning game left something to be desired last year, and now Johnson is gone, 
Offensively, Carolina will rely on two proven quarterbacks and one of the 
best wide receiver trios in the country: The schedule brings three of the four 
toughest opponents to Chapel Hill: Stanford, Virginia and Florida Stat. 


Catalyst: A star-studded defense that returns almost everyone from a unit 
that led the nation in scoring defense and finished among the top three in 
the other major categories. 

Can't Win Without: An improved running attack. Carolina ranked seventh 
in the ACC last year with only 118.6 yards a game. In their two losses, the 
TTar Heels were held to 40 rushing yards by Florida State and 11 by Virginia. 
Seventh Heaven: North Carolina completed its seventh consecutive win- 
ning season in 1996 for the second time this century. 

1996 Results: 10-2 (6-2 ACC) 
Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 6/19; defense 9/20; both kickers 


Florida 


Is there life after Danny Wuerffel? 
Hloridas No. 1 priority is to rebuild the 
passing attack, which lost not only Wuerf- 
fel, but wide receivers Ike Hilliard and 
Reidel Anthony, as well. The Gators will 
try to match Alabama record of five con- 
secutive Southeastern Conference cham- 
pionships with a young squad that has 
sophomore Doug Johnson in Wuerffel’ 
shoes after a great spring, Only four offen- 
sive starters return. The defense was a success under first-year coordinator 
Bob Stoops and the core of that unit returns. The stop troops set a school 
record with six defensive touchdowns and tied an NCAA record with 
four fumble returns for TDs. They tanked in the Top 20 nationally in the 
four major defensive categories, The defensive line could rank among the 
country’s better units, buta key is replacing three starters in the secondary. 


Catalyst: On a roll. Florida has finished the last six years ranked in the'Top 
10 and is one of three schools to win nine or more games every year this 
decade. It boasts four straight SEC titles and 22 straight conference wins. 
Can't Win Without: Coach Steve Spurrier’ “system,” a/k/a the “Fun & 
Gun” offense that has made him the winningest coach in SEC history 
(based on winning percentage) with a 53-6 record. In his 10 years as a 
head coach, Spurtier’s teams have thrown for more than 3,000 yards 
each season and have averaged 320.6 passing yards a game. 

Superior Spurrier: The coach’ winning percentage of .70 is fourth 
rationally, but his 898 SEC percentage is by far the best in conference 
history (Tennessee's Bob Neyland is a distant second at 786). 

1996 Results: 12-1 (9-0 SEC, national champions) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 4/22; defense 7/27; punter 
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Nebraska 


Nebraska didn't win that third straight 
national championship, but no one 
would be shocked if the Comhuskers 
made it three out of four. “Our offense 
got better and better as the year went 
along,” says coach Tom Osborne. “We 
have more people back on offense with 
playing time and game experience than 
we do on defense, but athletically, we are 
still pretty good on defense.” The Huskers 
concluded a four-year stretch that saw them go 47~3, the most wins ever 
for any school over a four-year period. The offense is in better shape than 
ayear ago with starters returning at quarterback and I-back, and All-Amer- 
ican Aaron Taylor heading up @ line that averages almost 300 pounds a 
man, The three defensive starters — rush end Grant Wistrom, tackle Jason 
Peter and comerback Ralph Brown — are among the nations best. 
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Catalyst: Nebraska 36-game home winning streak doesnt appear to be 
in too much danger, bue there are two major trouble spots on the road, 
Washington and Colorado, 

Can't Win Without: A big-play quarterback. Scott Frost has now had a 
year in the system. His first season wasn't too bad, even though Nebraska 
wasnt the juggernaut of the two previous years. In fact, Frost's 1,440 
passing yards bettered the 1,362 by Tommie Frazier in 1995. 
Streakers: Nebraska's streak of 28 seasons with at least nine wins may be 
the most remarkable record in college football. The Huskers also have 
had four straight 1 1-win seasons, 35 consecutive winning seasons and 28 
straight bowl bids, all NCAA records. 

1996 Results: 11~2 (8-1 Big 12) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 6/33; defense 3/33; both kickers 


Florida 
State 


known as “King of the Road” during a 
stretch of rugged road games in the 1980s. 
He will be tested again this year with trips 
to USC, Clemson, Virginia, North Car- 
olina and Florida. The Seminoles have 
Teeeenleie returning, but there also are more holes to fill than usual 
Bowden, always optimistic, says, “If we can stay away from injuries and 
have a little luck, we could be right there with a chance to win it all at the 
end,” If he’s wrong, this could mark the end of a record 10-year streak dur- 
ing which Florida State has won at least 10 games and finished in the top 
four every season. Rushing king Warrick Dunn is gone and so are three 
offensive linemen. The defense, once it gets acclimated, could be as good as 
last year’s smothering unit that held opponents to 59.0 yards a game on the 
ground. 


Catalyst: The memory of the 1995 Fiesta Bowl wipeout by Nebraska in 
the national championship game gave Florida something to shoot for last 
year, and the Gators won it all, Florida State will use the memory of the 
Sugar Bowl rout by Florida to try and do the same. 

Can't Win Without: Dee Feaster stepping forward at tailback to replace 
Warrick Dunn (graduated) and Rock Preston (ineligible). Feaster is the 
only tailback with appreciable experience. 

All in the Family: Three of Bobby Bowden's four sons are football coaches. 
‘Terry is head coach at Auburn, Tommy is head coach at Tulane and Jeff is 
an assistant at Florida State. Daughter Robyn is married to Auburn assis- 
tant Jack Hines, 

1996 Results: 11-1 (8-0 ACC) 

Ret, Starters/Lettermen: Offense 5/20; defense 4/24; no kickers 


LSU 


Tlback Kevin Faulk, the SECS seeond- 
leading rusher (116.5 yards a game), returns 
to the leagues top rushing team (211.1). 
Faulk 8 Co. helped LSU tie Albbama atop 
the SEC West only two years after struggling 
through a school-record six stright losing 
seasons. LSU has seven home games, includ- 
ing Auburn, Florida and Notre Dame. The 
only rough road trip is Alabama in gS POY 
Tascaloos. The biggest oss on offense is Al- 

America tight end David LaFleur. The whole interior line returns, led by all- 
star guard Alan Faneca. The four-man defensive line is back and feaure a 
pair of oustanding tackles in Chuck Wiley and Anthony McFarland 


Courtland Richards 


Catalyst: LSU fans are among the loudest anywhere and will have seven 
chances to voice their feelings this fall after a school-record average atten- 
dance of 79,519 a year ago, LSU placed a decibel meter on the stadium floor 
during last year’s Alabama game. The highest reading was 117 decibels, 
which is louder than a rock concert but slightly quieter than a jet engine. 
Can't Win Without: A better defense against the run, LSU finished next- 
to-last in the SEC a year ago, yielding 153.4 yards a game, With all four 
starters returning up front, there should be dramatic improvement, 
Whitewashed: Tiger Stadium was a sea of white when LSU played Van- 
derbilt, Gerry DiNardo’s old school. Vanderbile would not allow LSU to 
wear its traditional white jerseys (under NCAA rules the visiting team 
must agree to let the home team wear white). Approximately 30,000 
“White Out Vanderbilt” T-shirts were sold, and LSU wore gold jerseys in 
whitewashing Vandy 35-0. 

1996 Results: 10-2 (6-2 SEC) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 8/16; defense 8/16; both kickers 


Tennessee 


If Tennessee fans had their way, thi 
probably take up a collection to get Pey- 
ton Manning the money he bypassed by 
turning down the NEL to return for his 
senior season. With the return of Man- 
ning, Tennessee's career passing leader, no 
one really feels sorry for coach Phillip Ful- 
mers lament that “we have to establish 
who’ going ro be our tight end and how 


were going to overcome the lack of depth 

and lck of experience at that postion and a tailback, fullback, Tinebacker 
and at punter.” Manning alone ensures a potent offense, and the defense 
could be as good or better than last years group that led the SEC. Mar- 
cus Nash takes over for Joey Kent as Manning’ primary receiver, but the 
tailback and fullback positions are wide open. End Leonard Little is the 
defensive star although he might wind up at linebacker. 


Catalyst: Despite the best passing season in Tennessee history, the only 
championship Manning brought the Vols was a Citrus Bowl win over 
Northwestern. The graduation of Florida’ Danny Wuerffel gives the 
Vols a shor in the SEC, but they've lost four straight and nine of 11 to 
the Gators, and have to travel ro Gainesville. 

Can't Win Without: Peyton Manning, who else? Manning may not be 
a one-man team, but he’ the one man Tennessee cant do without. Tee 
Martin will have to wait until 1998 to take over at quarterback. 
Standing Room Only: With the expansion of Neyland Stadium, Ten- 
nessee last year drew four of the 15 largest crowds in college football his- 
tory, including a record 107,608 for Florida. 

1996 Results: 10-2 (7-1 SEC) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 7/24; defense 7/23; placekicker 
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Ohio State 


The losses are significant but the cup- 
board is far from empry. Ie rarely is in 
Columbus, where the 1996 seniors 
ended their careers with a 41-8-1 
record, a school best for wins in a four- 
year period. Despite the galling loss to 
archrival Michigan, Ohio States No. 2 
final ranking was the Buckeyes’ highest 
since 1973. They will reload around tail- 
back Pepe Pearson, split end David 
Boston, two talented quarterbacks and linebacker Andy Katzenmoyer, 
who has graduated from a fabulous freshman to a stupendous sopho- 
more, The defense was hit hardest and recurns one starter on the line, 
one linebacker (Katzenmoyer) and one in the secondary. 


Catalyst: Woody Hayes would never mention Michigan by name (it 
was always “that school up north’). Talk about an albatross, that school 
up north cost Ohio State the national championship a year ago. The 
Buckeyes are 2-9-1 against Michigan — sorry, the Wolverines — in 
the last 12 years and visit Ann Arbor this year. Ohio State also has to go 
to Penn State. 

Can't Win Without: Andy Katzenmoyer started every game last year as 
a true freshman (the first Ohio State linebacker ever to do so) and fin- 
ished with 85 tackles, 23 tackles for loss, 12 sacks and four interceptions. 
He was Big Ten Freshman of the Year. 

Trifecta: The Buckeyes defeated three rop five teams in 1996, beating 
No. 4 Penn State and No. 5 Notre Dame on consecutive Saturdays and 
No. 2 Arizona State in the Rose Bowl. 

1996 Results: 11-1 (7-1 Big Ten) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 5/21; defense 3/17; punter 
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Colorado 


Only four schools have won at least 10 
= games in each of the last three years: 

Florida, Florida State, Nebraska . . . and 
Colorado, which did it for the first time. 
You cant blame Colorado for looking ahead 
to Nov. 28. That's when Nebraska comes to 
Boulder, and the Cornhuskers have been a 
thorn in Colorado's side, winning the last 
five meetings. “I made a mistake a year ago 
by stating that our goal was to win the 
national championship, and that we felt it was possible,” says coach Rick 
Neuheisel, whose team lose to Michigan by seven points and Nebraska by 
five, Neuheisel probably thinks the same thing again; he just isnt saying it. 
The Buffs have plenty of all-stars on both sides of the ball. They even have 
an experienced quarterback in John Hessler, who started most of 1995, to 
replace Koy Detmer. Neuheisel’s main concems are (1) finding a consistent 
punter and (2) the lack of experienced depth on the offensive line. Other 
coaches should be so lucky. 


Catalyst: Trips to Michigan and Texas in the first seven games. Colorado 
is 37-7-1 on the road in the last nine years. 

Can't Win Without: Upgrading what Newheisel describes as “a diminished 
running game” in 1996 (the Bufis were 11th in the Big 12). Some two-back 
sets with more features involving the fullback are on the drawing board. 
Ten-Count: Neuheisel is the fifth coach in Division I-A history to win 10 
or more games in each of his first two seasons (Barry Switzer, Bill Bartle, 
Dick Crum and Gary Blackney are the others; only Switzer and Battle did 
ita third time) 

1996 Results: 10-2 (7-1 Big 12) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 6/29; defense 7/21; both kickers 


Notre Dame 


Lou Holtz, who coached more games than 
anyone (Rockne, Leahy, Parseghian 
included) in Notre Dame history, is gone; 
Ron Powlus, who has thrown more touch- ff 
down passes than any Irish quarterback, is 
back. It remains to be seen which will have 
a bigger impact. Not only is there a new 
head coach in former defensive coordinator 
Bob Davie, but Notre Dame Stadium has 
been remodeled and expanded from the 
age-old 59,075 capacity to around 81,000, a number befitting such a pres- 
tigious program. Except on the defensive front seven, there are plenty of 
returning starters from a team that lose two games in overtime and another 
to highly ranked Ohio State. The return of Powlus — he said he wouldn't 
be back if Holtz was — is vital since the Irish averaged 37.0 points and 
463.3 yards a game, both figures ranking third in school history. The 
defense allowed 270.0 yards a game, the best in 16 years, and recorded a 
school-record 41 sacks, while the pass defense ranked 10th nationally. 


Catalyst: With option-happy Holtz gone, the offense is a whole new sys- 
tem. Davie will make greater use of multiple formations, including the 
showgun, and will even use Powlus in dropback situations, assuming he 
remembers what those are. 

Can't Win Without: Replacing five of the top six tacklers from last year. 
Only one starter is back on the line (end Melvin Dansby) and one at line- 
backer (Kory Minor). 

Many Happy Returns: Comerback Allen Rossum led the nation in punt 
returns with a 22.9-yard average and three touchdowns. He also averaged 
37.8 on kickoff returns, with one TD. 

1996 Results: 8-3 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 7/22; defense 7/19; both kickers 


Auburn 


The jury is still out on Terry Bowden, 
After starting with records of 11-0 and 
9-1-1, Bowden has encountered what 
passes for hard times at Auburn: a pair of 
8-4 seasons. Bowden thinks he knows 
the reason for the two-year “slump.” “In 
1993 and 1994, everybody we came out 
of the spring with played through the sea- 
son,” he says. “Nobody got hurt. For two 
years that happened, then all of a sudden i 
icstopped. We have been forced to use too many young people two years 
in a row.” Those youthful offenders are now veterans, especially on 
offense, where quarterback Dameyune Craig will play behind a line that 
goes two-deep for the first time in Bowden's tenure. “The keys are the 
quarterback position and the overall development of our defense,” Bow- 
den says. Another key is surviving September trips to Virginia and LSU. 
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Defensive improvement is a must, meaning All-America line- 
backer Takeo Spikes must stay healthy because, according to Bowden, 
“He can be head and tails above everyone else.” 

Can't Win Without: “(Quarterback) Dameyune Craig must have a 
great year for us to win the close games that allow you to have a great 
year,” Bowden says. 

Oh, Brother: Auburn led the nation in interceptions per game in the 
1996 regular season (2.0) under first-year defensive coordinator Bill 
“Brother” Oliver. When Oliver coached the defensive backs during his 
first stint at Auburn (1966-70), the Tigers posted the three highest sin- 
gle-season interception totals in school history. 

1996 Results: 8-4 (4-4 SEC) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 8/22; defense 10/24; dual-purpose 
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Alabama 


The Bear is gone but Bear’ Boys are still 
around. And one of them, Mike 
DuBose, inherits the coaching job that 
Bryant gave up in 1982, DuBose was a 
defensive lineman on three of Bryant’ 
Southeastern Conference championship 
teams (1972-73-74) and Alabama went 
32-4 in thar stretch. If Dubose can 
duplicate that record as a head coach, 
everyone will be happy. At Alabama, its 
all about contending for the national championship; that may be too 
much to ask right away, DuBose was the defensive line coach under 
Stallings and took over as defensive coordinator last year. However, his 
defense lose seven starters, although All-America tackle Michael Myers 
returns. The offense has plenty of good runners (Dennis Riddle, Shaun 
Alexander, Curtis Alexander), but Bruce Arians, the new offensive coor- 
dinator, has the unenviable task of improving quarterback Freddie 
Kitchens’ 50.3 completion percentage and reducing his 14 interceptions. 


Catalyst: Alabama can start preparing immediately for Oct. 18. On that 
day, the Crimson Tide has a dace with Tennessee in Birmingham, and 
they figure ro be 5-0 after disposing of Houston, Vanderbil, Arkansas, 
Southern Mississippi and Kentu 
Can't Win Without: Rebuilding a linebacking corps that lost all three 
starters, Only Paul Pickere started mote than once last year. 

Line of Succession: After Bryant stepped down, Ray Perkins, Bill Curry 
and Gene Stallings all came to Tuscaloosa with losing records as head 
coaches, and all left as winners. 

1996 Results: 10-3 (6-2 SEC) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 6/26; defense 4/22; placekicker 


16 Michigan 


Michigan’ string of 22 consecutive bow! 
appearances is second to Nebraska's 28. It 
probably won't happen, but it’s possible 
that Michigan's streak will end this year. 
The Wolverines play one of the nation’s 
toughest schedules, starting with home 
games against Colorado and Notre Dame, 
and concluding with another tough trio of 
opponents in Wisconsin, Penn State and 
Ohio State, the first two on the road. 
“There's a certain level of excitement when you play this caliber of com- 
petition,” coach Lloyd Carr says. “I don't think welll have any problem get- 
ting ready to play at a high emotional level.” On offense, Michigan returns 
all its skill position people — quarterbacks Score Dreisbach and Brian 
Griese, and tailbacks Clarence Williams and Chris Howard — but must 
replace three interior linemen. Cornerback Charles Woodson is Michigan's 
top honors candidate, 


‘Steve Wottmann 


Catalyst: Michigan hasn't been to the Rose Bowl since the 1992 season. 
‘The last time the Wolverines went four years without a trip to Pasadena 
was from 1965-68. 

Can't Win Without: Adequately replacing three members of an offensive 
line that started every game last season. Michigan ranked as high as fifth in 
the Big Ten in only one of the four major offensive categories (passing) and 
was seventh in scoring, 

Just Win, Baby: When Michigan entertains Notre Dame on Sept. 27, it 
will match the two winningest major-college programs. Michigan has won 
764 games and Notre Dame 746, but Notre Dame never lets you forget 
that Michigan has played nine more seasons of football. 

1996 Results: 84 (5-3 Big Ten) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 8/22; defense 8/24; dual-purpose kicker 


Miami AS 


“There are some tough times ahead in 
terms of numbers,” coach Butch Davis 
says. He means the effect of NCAA schol- fj 
arship cuts, bur he might have been talking 
about Miami's defense, which returns only 
three starters from a unit that finished in 
the Top 20 nationally in two categories. 
Despite the heavy losses, Davis thinks the 
*Canes have a chance to be pretty good on 
defense. The Hurricanes went 8-3 and 9-3 
in Davis’ first ewo years and tied for the Big East championship both times. 
The offense shouldnt be a problem with quarterback Ryan Clement, who 
was among the national leaders in passing efficiency a year ago, and at least 
four capable tailbacks. If there is a question mark on offense, it concerns 
the health of wideouts Jammi German and Omar Rolle, who are coming, 
off knee injuries that sidelined them all of last season. 


Catalyst: Miami has shared the Big East ttle the last wo seasons, but Vir- 
ginia Tech has been the league’ representative in an Alliance bow! both 
times. The Carquest Bowl (Miami beat Virginia 31-21) had barely ended 
when quarterback Ryan Clement was talking about a New Year's bow! fol- 
lowing the 1997 campaign. 

Can't Win Without: Finding three new starters at linebacker from a group 
that has “height, speed and are probably bigger than the group of guys that 
played there the last 2-3 years,” Davis says. 

Dynasty: Over the last 14 seasons, Miami has the second-best record in 
college football — 143-25 (.8511) to Nebraska 146-251 (.8517) — 
including four national championships. 

1996 Results: 9-3 (6-1 Big East) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 8/18; defense 3/14; dual-purpose kicker 


Wisconsin 47 


‘The Badgers return al their skill-position 

starters on offense, including the fantastic 

freshman of 1996, tailback Ron Dayne. 

But they return only one full-time starter 

on the offensive line and just one regular 

on the defensive line, Wisconsin will be a 

young team, but Dayne proved last year 

that youth will be served. The 261-pound 

bruiser rushed for 1,863 regular-season 

yards (an all-time record for a freshman) 

and set four other NCAA marks. He needs 1,601 yards to become Wis- 
consin’ career rushing leader. “This year, particularly with a young line, 
we need to be a little more balanced (offensively),” coach Barry Alvarez 
says. “Iam confident that we can establish the run again, but it’s impor- 
tant to capitalize on the strengths of (wide receivers Tony) Simmons and 
(Donald) Hayes.” Good news: Wisconsin doesn't play Ohio State, Bad 
news: The last three games are against Iowa, Michigan and Penn State. 


Catalyst: The Badgers hope that a season-opening win over Big East tri- 
champ (with Virginia Tech and Miami) Syracuse in the Kickoff Classic 
will propel them to a great year 

Can't Win Without: Another big-time effort from Dayne, the 200-yard 
man, Dayne set an NCAA record by rushing for 628 yards in consecutive 
‘games and set freshman records for rushing yards, rushing artempts, rush- 
ing attempts in a game and 20-yard games (four, plus the Copper Bowl). 
“W” means Wisconsin — and Wins: The 24 departed senior letter- 
men formed the winningest group in school history (30-14—4) and won 
three bowl games in as many tries. 

1996 Results: 8-5 (3-5 Big Ten) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 6/16; defense 6/20; no kickers 
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Texas A&M 


The 1996 season was quite 2 comeup- 
A pance — or, if you prefer, a comedown — 
for Texas A&M. After dominating the 
now-defunct Southwest Conference for 
iE most of the petiod from 1985-95, win- 
ning six conference crowns and only once 
winning fewer than eight games, the 
Aggies found the fledgling Big 12 some- 
what rougher, although two of their four 
conference losses were by three points, On 
offense, the Aggies lost only a center and a wide receiver. Quarterback 
Brandon Stewart has played a year in the system after transferring from 
‘Tennessee, and the Aggies are deep at running back, so the offense should 
be improved. The schedule lends itself to a quick getaway with Sam Hous- 
ton State, Southwestern Louisiana and North Texas the first opponents. 


3] 
a 
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Catalyst: Because the Aggies played in a preseason game (the Pigskin 
Classic) and lost, they couldnt go to a bowl. Had the Aggies not played 
Brigham Young (a 41-37 defeat), they would have had a winning record 
and been eligible for a bowl. Thar still sticks in A8¢M's craw. 

Can't Win Without: Returning to the “Wrecking Crew” style of defense. 
‘Afier finishing in the top three in total defense in the SWC for 11 straight 
years, the Aggies were fourth in the Big 12. The talent level, size and expe- 
rience on the defensive line aren't what A&M is used to. 

Half-Grand: ‘Texas A&M is one of only two schools (Missouri is the 
other) to have four running backs rush for 500 yards last season, Sire 
Parker led the Aggies with 704, D’Andre Hardeman had 669, Danté 
Hall 642 and Erie Berard 598. 

1996 Results: 6-6 (4-4 Big 12) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 9/24; defense 6/17; both kickers 


Stanford 


Who better than coach Tyrone Willing- 
ham to preview the 1997 Stanford Cardi- 
nal? “We have a chance to be a very good 
football team this season, We return expe- 
rienced players who have had success and 
know how to win football games. On the 
defensive line, three starters return, We 
have two outstanding inside linebackers. 
I'm extremely excited about the four run- 
ning, backs we have back. Chad Hutchin- 
son improved greatly at quarterback over the course of las season, Damon 
Dunn and Troy Walters are breakaway threats at the receiver spots. On the 
offensive line, we did lose two very good players, but there are still several 
guys who have played a lot of football for Stanford. We must improve on 
the offensive line — and we think we can.” 


Catalyst: Only once has Stanford gone to a bow! game in three consecu- 
tive years (1933-34-35). The Cardinal has a chance to do it again, and 
that’ the team’s goal for 1997. 

Can't Win Without: Dangerous Damon Dunn has the ability to hurt 
opposing defenses in several ways. His 1,384 yards and three touchdowns 
on kickoff returns (one in each of the last three seasons) are school records 
and his 26.6 career average ranks second. He also was Stanford's second- 
leading receiver and has scored seven career touchdowns: two on recep- 
tions, three on kickoff recurs and two on reverses. 

Double Play: John Elway did it, so why cant Chad Hutchinson? Did 
what? Played football and baseball at Stanford. However, the last player 
before Hutchinson to start a game at quarterback and play on the baseball 
team was Brian Johnson, currently a catcher for the Detroit Tigers. 

1996 Results: 7-5 (5-3 Pac-10) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 6/16; defense 6/18; both kickers 


lowa 


has won 17 games over the past two 

including two impressive bowl vie- 

and finished in the Top 25. Mote of 

the same should be in store for a team 

whose only Big’Ten losses were to co-cham- 

pions Ohio State and Northwestern. The 

Hawkeyes were forcunate in keeping theit 

starting lineup intact most of last season. 

Eight of the 11 offensive regulars and nine 

on defense started all 12 games, The same 

1 defensive players started the final 10 games. “We didnt lose a lot of 
players, but we lost a lor of quality and leadership,” says Hayden Fry, who 
has coached more games than any other Division I-A mentor (397). The 
Hawkeyes lost four first-team all-conference players, but have some out- 
standing returnees in quarterback Matt Sherman, wide recciver/kick 
returner Tim Dwight and defensive tackle Jared DeVries. 


19 


Catalyst: For the second year in a row, lowa ended the season with three 
impressive wins: Wisconsin, Minnesota and Texas Tech, The momentum 
from 1995 carried over to a fast start last seasons the Hawkeyes hope the 
same holds true this year. 

Can't Win Without: Explosive wide receiver/kick returner Tim Dwight, 
whose 440 yards in punt returns broke the record of 322 set by the legendary 
Nile Kinnick in 1937, lowas oldest individual record. Kinnick won the Heis- 
man Trophy in 1939 and Iowa’ stadium is named after him. Dwight also led 
the Hawkeyes with 51 receptions for 751 yards and four touchdowns. 
Remember the Alamo Bowl: Iowa set or tied 11 Alamo Bowl records in 
trouncing Texas Tech 27-0. 

1996 Results: 9-3 (6-2 Big Ten) 

Ret, Starters/Lettermen: Offense 7/15; defense 7/14; placekicker 


UCLA "| 


There’ an old old country song which 
begins, “T for Texas, T for Tennessee.” 
Might have been written about UCLAS 
schedule, which shows Tennessee and } 
‘Texas among the fitst three opponents. 
Motivation enough to be ready carly. The 
Bruins were 5-6 in Bob Toledo’s first sea- 

son as head coach but were two points 
away from a winning season (a 21-20 
loss to Stanford). On offense, the key per= 
fireey a nla Pap FT lec lile ont HeRREeM eal afeny SEAT 
Williams, comerback Javelin Guidry and linebackers Brian Willmer and 
Danjuan Magee lead the returnees. Quarterback Cade McNown will 
operate behind an offensive line that returns intact. 


Catalyst: UCLA concluded the 1996 campaign with a come-from- 
behind, 48-41 double-overtime victory over USC. UCLA scored 17 
points in the final 6:12 of regulation to tie the game. The Bruins went 
‘on to defeat USC for the sixth year in a row, the longest streak for either 
team, It made for a nice off-season. 

Can't Win Without: Quarterback Cade MeNown burst onto the scene 
as a true freshman in 1995 and has started 19 straight games, He is the 
only Bruin to pass for more than 395 yards twice in a career, and his 29 
completions against USC have been bettered only by Troy Aikman. 
Holy Toledo: UCLA head coach Bob Toledo is 6-0 in the UCLA-USC 
series — 3-0 as a USC assistant (1976-78), 2-0 as UCLA’ offensive 
coordinator (1994-95) and 1-0 as the Bruins’ head coach. 

1996 Results: 5-6 (4-4 Pac-10) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 9/24; defense 6/23; punter 
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Z Clemson 


The numbers at the end of the 1996 sea- 
son werenit to Clemson's liking: consecu- 

tive three-point losses to South Carolina 
and then LSU in the Peach Bowl. The 
1997 numbers include a record 54 letter- 
men, among them: career-rushing leader 
Raymond Priester; QB Nealon Greene, 
No. 4 on Clemson's total-offense list; Jim 
Bundren and Glenn Rountree, the first 
tackle-guard duo to start every game as a 
freshman, sophomore and junior; junior linebacker Anthony Simmons, 
the No. 6 career tackler; five of the top six tacklers from the 1996 team 
that recorded a school-record 46 sacks; and five players who were first- or 
second-team All-ACC. Clemson returns players responsible for 70 percent 
of the rushing, 100 percent of the passing and 74 percent of the receiving 
yards, Defensively, the Tigers should be strong in the front seven, which 
held LSU's Kevin Faulk to 2.8 yards per rush in the Peach Bowl. 


Catalyst: If Clemson has designs on the ACC championship —and the 
Tigers do — the schedule couldn’ have worked out better. Florida State, 
North Carolina and Virginia all come to Death Valley. 

Can't Win Without: Linebacker Anthony Simmons had at least 11 
tackles in every game and set a single-season mark with 178. In two sea- 
sons, he is sixth on the school’ all-time list with 328 tackles and is the 
only Clemson player to reach 300 tackles in 23 games. 

How High Is Up?: Improvement has been evident throughout Tommy 
‘West’ three full seasons as Clemson's head coach. The Tigers finished 
fifth in the ACC in 1994, third in 1995 and tied for second last year. 
1996 Results: 7-5 (6-2 ACC) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 8/31; defense 6/23; both kickers 


USC 


According to coach John Robinson, this is 
a “prove it” year for Southern California. 
For the first time in 11 seasons under 
Robinson, the Trojans failed to win at 
least cight games. They did end an 
0-12-1 drought against Notre Dame but 
lost to UCLA for the sixth year in a row. 
“This team has potential, but we must 
prove it by our play,” Robinson says. 
“This team doesn’t have any obvious 
strength or any obvious weakness. It also doesn't have any obvious star. 
So leadership and cohesive team play are the ingredients that will drive 
this team.” Beg your pardon, coach, but you do have a star: cornerback 
Daylon McCutcheon, whom you yourself call “a special player.” Never- 
theless, the defense has big holes at linebacker and up front. And Jim 
Wren is one of the nation’s top punters. The offense has more depth and 
experience than last year. 


Catalyst: Ifan opening game at home against Florida State isn’t enough to 
get a team ready, what is? 

Can't Win Without: Having someone step up at quarterback to replace 
Brad Otton. For the first time since 1991, the Trojans enter a season 
with no experienced quarterbacks. The contenders are sophomores 
Quincy Woods and John Fox, and redshirt freshman Mike Van 
Raaphorst, 

Close Calls: The 6-6 record of 1996 wasn't as bad as it appeared. Two of 
the losses were in double overtime and two others by a touchdown or less 
to bowl-bound Stanford and California. 

1996 Results: 6-6 (3-5 Pac-10) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 8/18; defense 6/20; both kickers 


Syracuse 23 


Last year, coach Paul Pasqualoni said Syra- 
cuse was “a couple of years away.” Could he 
be right? The Orangemen return only six 
starters on offense and four froma defensive 4 
unit that ranked 10th nationally in total 
defense and 11th in rushing and passing 
defense. The majority of the holes are on 
defense, where only one starting lineman, 
one linebacker and two defensive backs 
return. Fortunately, they include two of the 
best in the Big East, linebacker Antwaune Ponds and free safety Donovin 
Darius. Pasqualoni’s pro-option offense also has two of the best, quarter- 
back Donovan McNabb and fullback Rob Konrad. A key will be how well 
Kyle McIntosh can replace Malcolm Thomas at tailback. Jim Turner is a 
dangerous long-distance kickoff returner and wide receiver. Three all-star 
candidates return to the offensive line. 


Catalyst: Syracuse has lost its last three home openers. The Orangemen 
entertain North Carolina State on Aug. 30 after playing Wisconsin in the 
Kickoff Classic. 

Can't Win Without: Quarterback Donovan McNabb. He shared Big East 
Player of the Year honors with Virginia Tech's Jim Druckenmiller. In 1995, 
McNabb was a unanimous pick for Big East Rookie of the Year honors and 
set an NCAA record for passing efficiency by a freshman. 

Bowl Roll: By defeating Houston 30-17 in the Liberty Bowl, Syracuse 
improved its all-time bowl record to 106-1. The Orangemen have won 
their last seven bowl games since a 16-16 tie with Auburn in the Jan. 1, 
1988, Sugar Bowl. The seven wins represent the longest current streak. 
1996 Results: 9-3 (6-1 Big East) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 6/16; defense 4/10; placekicker 


BYU 


You may not have heard of Paul Shoe- 
maker or Kevin Feterik. Chances are you 
will before too long, One or the other fig- 
ures to be Brigham Young's starting quar- 
terback this year, and BYU’ list of 
quarterbacks reads like a Who's Who at 
the position; for example, Ty Detmer, 
Jim McMahon, Robbie Bosco, John 
‘Walsh and Steve Young are the top five in 
career passing. Between them, Shoe- 
maker and Feterik threw only 18 passes last year. But they completed 12 
(that’s 66.7 percent) for 99 yards and three touchdowns. Coach LaVell 
Edwards’ ball-control passing game, which actually was the West Coast 
Offense before someone dreamed up that misnomer, would be strong 
with a sportswriter at the controls. However, Edwards must replace both 
starting wide receivers and two exceptional tight ends. The defense 
returns nine starters, led by cornerback Omarr Morgan. 


Catalyst: A schedule that starts with Washingcon, the Pac-10 favorite, 
and follows with Arizona State, the defending Pac-10 champ. If BYU 
wins those games, it may not have to sue the Bow! Alliance to get in. 
Can't Win Without: Coach LaVell Edwards, whose granite face belongs 
on Mount Rushmore. In 25 seasons as BYU’s head coach, Edwards has 
compiled a record of 228-81-3. 

And Counting: The Cougars put a couple of NCAA-record streaks on 
the line every time they take the field: 275 games without being shut 
‘out, and scoring a touchdown in 131 straight games. The last time BYU 
failed to score was in a 20-0 loss to Arizona State in 1975. 

1996 Results: 14-1 (8-0 WAC) 

Ret. Starters/Lettermen: Offense 6/22; defense 9/27; no kickers 
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Peyton Manning 


ai season 
Al-FAmeric 
jeams 


for the second year in a row, Peyton's 
place is at the top of the preseason All- 
America list. 

That collective groan you heard back in 
March when quarterback Peyton Manning 
announced he would return to the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee for his senior season 
came from (1) coaches who have Ten- 
nessee on their 1997 schedule and (2) 
the other quarterbacks in the country who 
had just seen their All-America dreams dis- 
appear. 

Not every coach who has to face Man- 
ning was unhappy with his decision, 
believe it or not. 

“This is really good for college football,” 
said South Carolina's Brad Scott. “Too 
often, young players leave early for the 
pros. Maybe this will set a trend around 
the country.” 

Not very likely. Manning, who might have 
been the first pick in the NFL draft, knows 
the money will be there next year, and he 
undoubtedly has a lucrative insurance pol- 
icy that will hardly leave him destitute in 
the event of injury this fall. 

“| enjoy the college experience” was the 
way Manning explained his decision. “| 
want to be around Tennessee another 
year. | think it will make me a better player 
for the NFL.” 

In case you hadn't noticed, five of the 
first seven draft selections were players 
who gave up their final seasons, hoping 
somebody would show them the money. 

Don't ever confuse the All-America team 
with the NFL draft. For example: 

¢ Heisman Trophy winner Danny Wuerf- 
fel of Florida lasted until the fourth round, 
and 98 players were drafted before him. 

* Wyoming's Marcus Harris, the most 
prolific receiver ever, wasn't taken until the 
seventh and last round. 

¢ Do you really win with defense? All- 
America cornerback Ronde Barber of Vir- 
ginia went in the third round, All-America 
linebacker Matt Russell of Colorado in the 
fourth round and All-America defensive 
end Cornell Brown of Virginia Tech and All- 
America outside linebacker Canute Curtis 
of West Virginia in round six. 

Even without the early departures, Man- 
ning doesn’t lack for quality company on 
Athlon’s 1997 All-America team. 


47 


48 


QUARTERBACKS 


Peyton Manning, Tennessee 
Manning alteady has obliterated ‘Ten- 
nessee career records for passing yardage 
(by 985 yards), completions (by 62) and 
touchdown passes (by 17), Last year, he 
became the first Tennessee player to throw 


for more than 3,000 yards in a season 


(3,287). Owns 19 Tennessee records and 
has three of the top seven passing games in 
school history. Completed the 1996 cam- 
paign by winning Citrus Bowl MVP hon- 
ors after throwing for 408 yards (the 
second-best game of his career) and four 
touchdowns against Northwestern, Also 
ran 10 yards for a touchdown. 

Second Team 

Donovan McNabb, Syracuse 

Third Team 

Daunte Culpepper, Central Florida 


RUNNING BACKS 


Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 

They call this 261-pounder “Great” 
Dayne and little wonder, Another season 
like last year, when he was the most prolific 
freshman in. college football history, and 
Dayne might become the first sophomore 
to win the Heisman Trophy. In 1996, he 
rushed for 2,109 yards (including 246 
against Utah in the Copper Bowl) and 21 
touchdowns despite not getting his frst 
start until the fifth game. His 1,863 regu- 
lar-season yards (the NCAA doesn't include 


bowl games in official statistics) 
shattered the freshman record of 
1,616 set by Georgias Herschel 
Walker in 1980, and his average 
of 162.2 yards a game broke the 
Wisconsin record of 136.4 by 
Brent Moss in 1993, Dayne’s 289 
yards against Illinois and 339 
against Hawaii broke the national 
collegiate record for most yards in 
consecutive games (628). Rushed 
for 1,231 yards in five November 
games, more than nine of the 
nation’s top 25 rushers had for the 
entire season, 


Ricky Williams, Texas 

‘An’ overpowering, speedy and 
versatile back who moves to tail- 
back after spending his firse two 
seasons at fullback. One of the 
most explosive runners in ‘Texas 
history, whose 1,272 yards last 
year make him the top returning 
ground-gainer in the Big 12. 
Nicknamed “Little Earl” after Texas’ 1977 
Heisman Trophy winner Earl Campbell (he 
broke Campbell's freshman rushing record 


OFFENSE 
WR David Saunders 6-2 
WR = Jacquez Green 5-9 
TE Alonzo Mayes: 6-3 
OL = Mike Rosenthal 67 
OL Aaron Taylor 64 
OL Benji Olson 64 
OL Matt Stinchcomb 6-7 
OL Kyle Turley 66 
QB = - Peyton Manning 66 
RB Ricky Williams 60 
RB Ron Dayne 5-10 
DEFENSE 
DL Leonard Little 63 
DL Greg Ellis 66 
DL Michael Myers 63 
DL = Grant Wistrom 6-5 
LB Daryl Bush 62 
LB Andy Katzenmoyer 64 
LB Anthony Simmons 641 
DB Dré Bly 5-10 
DB Charles Woodson 64 
DB Tony Parrish 511 
DB Daylon McCutcheon 5-11 
SPECIALISTS 
KR = Damon Dunn 510 
PR Tim Dwight 59 
K Phil Dawson 5-114 
P Jim Wren 60 


in 1995 with 990 yards). Ranks ninth on 
the school’s career list with 2,262 yards and 
averages 6.1 per carry. Of those 2,262 yards, 
1,538 have come after contact. Led Big 12 
backs in receiving with 25 catches and also 
has developed into a devastating blocker. A 
two-sport athlete who plays minor league 
baseball in the Philadelphia Phillies’ organi- 
zation. 

Second Team 

Curtis Enis, Penn State 

Kevin Faulk, LSU 

Third Team 

Pepe Pearson, Ohio State 

Scott Harley, East Carolina 


RECEIVERS 
Jacquez Green, Florida 


Florida’s new main man with the depar- 
ture of Ike Hilliard and Reidel Anthony. 
Has 52 career receptions for 1,157 yards 
(22.3 average) and 14 touchdowns, and 13 
rushes for 114 yards (8.8) and two TDs. 
Has averaged 17.4 yards for every time he 
has touched the ball, which includes recep- 
tions, rushes, kickoff returns and punt 
returns. Tied an NCAA record with two 


247 Sr Tennessee 
265 Sr North Carolina 
270 Sr Alabama 
250 Sr Nebraska 
235 Sr Florida State 
250 So. Ohio State 
225 Jr Clemson 
180 So. North Carolina 
197 ot. Michigan 
205 Sr. Washington 
175 Jt usc 
180 Sr Stanford 
185 Sr. lowa 
193 Sr. Texas 
220 Sr usc 
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punt returns for touchdowns (66 and 79 
yards) against Kentucky. Blocked three 
punts in "95, tying a school record. 


David Saunders, West Virginia 

Leading receiver in the Big East. Set 
school records with 67 catches for 913 
yards, then added nine catches: for 130 
yards against North Carolina in the Gator 
Bowl and earned Most Valuable Player 
honors. His 191 yards against Boston Col- 
lege was the second-most reelving yardage 
in West Virginia history. 

Second Team 

D'Wayne Bates, Northwestern 

Kevin Dyson, Utah 

Third Team 

E.G. Green, Florida State 

Bobby Shaw, California 


TIGHT ENDS 
Alonzo Mayes, Oklahoma State 


Gives the Cowboys one of the most dan- 
gerous weapons in the country with his size 
(6-3, 274), tremendous hands and out- 
standing blocking ability. In 10 games last 
year, Mayes caught 30 passes for 512 yards 
(17.1 average) and three touchdowns. Con- 
sensu All-Big 12 selection. Led Oklahoma 
State with 32 receptions in 1995. 

Second Team 

Jerame Taman, Michigan 

Third Team 

Stephen Alexander, Oklahoma 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Benji Olson, Washington 
Dubbed the “Road Grader” by coach Jim 
Lambright for his ability to plow a hole for 


Washington's running backs. 
“He has the ability to move 
whoever is there,” Lambright 
says. Named to several All- 
America teams last year as a 
sophomore. Has started the 
last 24 games at guard. Took 
top honors at the offensive 
line’s annual “all you can eat” 
rib-eating contest by down- 
ing a record 65 ribs. 


Mike Rosenthal, 
Notre Dame 

Was playing like an All- 
American in 1996 until he 
missed a month of the sea- 
son with a broken ankle. 
Then had arthroscopic sur- 
gery in January to repair a 
dislocated left shoulder. As a 
prepster, was named Player of the Year in 
Indiana by USA Topay. Gave up only one 
sack in 2 seasons of high school football. 


Matt Stinchcomb, Georgia 
Started all 11 games in 1996. Named to 


the Southeastern Conference's Good Works 
Team, which recognizes the players who 
have devoted themselves to outstanding 
community service. One of the best young 
linemen in the SEC whose 3.8 GPA earned 
him a spot on the Academic All-America 
district team. Has been a starter since late in 
his true freshman year of 1995. Consis- 
tently grades the best of Georgia's offensive 
linemen. Regarded by his coaches as a pro 
prospect. 


Aaron Taylor, Nebraska 

First Nebraska player to earn All-Amer- 
ica honors at two positions: guard in 1995 
and center in 1996, when he replaced 
1995 All-America Aaron Graham. Was 
named a 1996 preseason All-American at 
center before ever having snapped a single 
ball. Moving back to guard in 1997. 
Semifinalist for both the Outland Trophy 
and the Lombardi Award. Explosive 
blocking ability. Had a career-high 17 
pancake blocks three times in 1995 and 
against Texas last year in the Big 12 cham- 
pionship game. Averaged 11.6 pancakes a 
game in 1994 and 9.4 last year. 


Second Team All-America 


OFFENSE 
WR —D’Wayne Bates 6-2 
WR Kevin Dyson 6-1 
TE Jerame Tuman 6-5 
OL Alan Faneca 6-5 
OL Jim Bundren 6-3 
OL Jeff Saturday 6-3 
OL Jamar Nesbit 64 
OL Kyle Murphy 64 
QB DonovanMcNabb 6-2 
RB Curtis Enis 641 
RB Kevin Faulk 5-10 
DEFENSE 
DL Jason Chorak 6-5 
DL Chris Akins 6-1 
DL Joe Salave’a 64 
DL Jason Peter 6-5 
LB Dat Nguyen 6-4 
LB Brian Simmons 64 
LB Jamie Duncan 6-1 
DB Ryan Black 5-10 
DB Patrick Surtain 6-0 
DB Martavius Houston 6-1 
DB Anthony Poindexter 6-1 
SPECIALISTS 
KR Pat Johnson 5-10 
PR Allen Rossum 5-8 
K Cory Wedel 5-9 
P Jesse Kosch 60 


211 Sr. Northwestern 
197 Sr Utah 
233 Jr. Michigan 
310 Sr. LSU 
290 Sr Clemson 
290 Sr North Carolina 
303 Jr. South Carolina 
298 Sr Arizona State 
213 Jr Syracuse 
230 Jr. Penn State 
192 Jn LSU 
260 Sr. Washington 
295 Sr Texas 
280 Sr. Arizona 
285 Sr. Nebraska 
213 Jr Texas A&M 
230 Sr. North Carolina 
235 Sr Vanderbilt 
190 Sr. Colorado 
186 Sr Southern Miss 
219 Jr. Auburn 
202 Jr Virginia 
170 Sr Oregon 
179 Sr. Notre Dame 
190 Sr. Wyoming 
185 Si Nebraska 
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Ccourtiand Richards 


istrom 


Kyle Turley, San Diego State 

AIl-WAC performer who has an out- 
standing work ethic and great strength and 
quickness for his size (6-6, 305). Blocked 
for 1,000-yard rushers Wayne Pittman in 
1994 and George Jones in "95, Graded out 
at over 90 percent in every game last year 
and has allowed only 5.5 sacks in the last 
two seasons. Will be a starter for the fourth 
straight year. 

Second Team 

Alan Faneca, LSU 

Jim Bundren, Clemson 

Jeff Saturday, North Carolina 

Jamar Nesbit, South Carolina 

Kyle Murphy, Arizona State 

Third Team 

Jason Fabini, Cincinnati 

Melvin Thomas, Colorado 

Kevin Long, Florida State 

David Davis, Baylor 

Olin Kreutz, Washington 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Greg Ellis, North Carolina 


‘Two-time, All-Atlantic Coast Conference 
selection. Just a half-sack away from North 
Carolina's career record of 24 set by Marcus 
Jones, former All-American and 1996 first- 
round NFL draft pick. Posted one of the 
best seasons by a defensive lineman in Car- 
olina history in "96; 12 sacks (only the 
great Lawrence Taylor with 16 had more), 
18 tackles for loss and 62 total tackles. Had 
at least one tackle for loss in each of the last 
nine games and a sack in seven straight. 
Pressured the passer 38 times, the most 
since the statistic was first kepe in 1983. 


Leonard Little, 
Tennessee 

A third-team All- 
American in 1996 
and first-team All- 
Southeastern Confer- 
ence choice despite a 
season-ending knee 
injury in game seven. 
For the season, he had 
33 tackles, 8% sacks, 
11 quarterback pres- 
sures, five tackles for 
loss, four forced fum- 
bles and one blocked 
field goal. He is fifth 
on Tennessee's career 
sack list with 19%. 
Little is considered 
one of the Vols’ top 
all-ti defensive 


Michael Myers, Alabama 

Came to Alabama in 1996 as a junior- 
college All-American and became a Divi- 
sion I-A All-American as well, with 66 
tackles, 13. sacks and eight other stops 


Third Team All-America 


OFFENSE 
WR E.G. Green 5-11 
WR Bobby Shaw 61 
TE Stephen Alexander 6-4 
OL —_ Jason Fabini 6-7 
OL Melvin Thomas 6-3 
OL Kevin Long 6-5 
OL David Davis 64 
OL Olin Kreutz 64 
QB Daunte Culpepper 6-5 
RB Pepe Pearson 5-10 
RB Scott Harley 5-10 
DEFENSE 
DL Jared DeVries 64 
DL Ryan Olson 6-2 
DL Ed Chester 64 
DL Chuck Wiley 64 
LB Takeo Spikes 6-2 
LB Keith Brooking 6-3 
LB Aaron Collins 6-0 
DB Chris McAlister 6-2 
DB Omarr Morgan 5-10 
DB Tony Darden 6-0 
DB Deshea Townsend 5-10 
SPECIALISTS 
KR John Avery 5-10 
PR Dante Hall 59 
K Damon Shea 5-10 
Jason Bloom 6-5 


behind the line. Played 41 snaps in the sea- 
son opener and started every game there- 
after. Had nine tackles against both 
Vanderbilt and Mississippi State. A junior 
college All-American in 1994 and 1995 at 
Hinds J.C. in Mississippi. 


Grant Wistrom, Nebraska 

Returning consensus All-American who 
made the final five for the Bronko Nagurski 
‘Award as Defensive Player of the Year. Pass 
rusher extraordinaire who led the Corn- 
huskers with 94 sacks and 20 tackles for loss 
a year ago. Also had 15 quarterback hurries, 
causing four interceptions. Needs four tackles 
for loss to break the career record of 45 set by 
1993 All-American Trev Alberts, Good stu- 
dent who has a 3.488 GPA in pre-pharmacy. 

Second Team 

Jason Chorak, Washington 

Chris Akins, Texas 

Joe Salave'a, Arizona 

Jason Peter, Nebraska 

Third Team 

Jared DeVries, Iowa 

Ryan Olson, Colorado 
hester, Florida 
Chuck Wiley, LSU 


190) Sr. Florida State 
190 Sr. California 
244 Sr Oklahoma 
320 Sr. Cincinnati 
305 Sr Colorado 
290 Sr Florida State 
308 = Sr. Baylor 
290 Jr Washington 
235 Jr Central Florida 
206 Sr Ohio State 
200 Jt East Carolina 
265 Jr lowa 
280 Sr Colorado 
274 Jn Florida 
274 Sr LsU 
228 Jr Auburn 
240 Sr Georgia Tech 
222 Sr Penn State 
185 Jr. Arizona 
160 Sr. BYU 
196 Sr. Texas Tech 
180 Sr. Alabama 
180 Sr. Mississippi 
180 So. Texas A&M 
180 Jr. Nevada 
185 Jt New Mexico 
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Joe Robbins 


Andy Katzenmoyer 


LINEBACKERS 


Daryl Bush, Florida State 

Extremely intelligent and physical player. 
A two-time Butkus Award semifinalist who 
will start for a fourth season at middle line- 
backer. Also an Academic All-American 
who has never made anything lower than a 
“B” in any class at any level of schooling. 
His GPA in Florida State's School of Busi- 
ness is 3.9-plus, and he received the Jim 
Tatum Award as the outstanding football 
student-athlete in the Adiantic Coast Con- 
ference. Has already received his degree and 
will be playing this fall as a graduare stu- 
dent. Was second on the nation’s top rush- 
ing defense with 101 tackles. 


Andy Katzenmoyer, Ohio State 

Started all 12 games as a true freshman 
(the first Ohio State linebacker to do so) 
and finished third with 85 tackles (just four 
behind the team leader). Had 23 tackles for 
loss, the second-highest total in school his- 
tory and most ever by a freshman, and 12 
sacks. Led the Buckeyes in tackles four 
times in games and tied a school record 
with five tackles for loss in the Rose Bowl 
win over Arizona State. Also had four inter- 
ceptions. 


Anthony Simmons, Clemson 

Only the second player in Clemson his- 
tory to earn All-ACC honors as a freshman 
and sophomore. Clemson's top tackler with 
aischool-recand 178 last season and the top 
tackler in 10 of 12 games. His 15 tackles 
per, game led’ the ACC. Already’ in. the 
Clemson Top 10 in tackles with 328 after 
only two seasons, more than halfway to the 
school record of 515. First player in Clem- 
son history to reach 300 tackles in 23 
games, Has 27 tackles for loss in 24 games; 
no Clemson linebacker has averaged a 
tackle for loss per game over a career. 
Named National Freshman of the Year by 
UPI in 1995. Also ACC Rookie of the Year. 
Did nor play football until the age of 15. 

Second Team 

Dat Nguyen, Texas A&M 

Brian Simmons, North Carolina 

Jamie Dunean, Vanderbile 

Third Team 

Takeo Spikes, Auburn 

Keith Brooking, Georgia Tech 

Aaron Collins, Penn State 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Dré Bly, North Carolina 


What can this young man do for an 


encore after becoming the first freshman to 
earn consensus All-America honors in ACC 
history? Finalist for the Jim Thorpe Award 
as national Defensive Back of the Year. Sec- 
ond-leading vote-getter on the All-ACC 
team behind Florida State defensive end 
Peter Boulware. Led the nation with an 
ACC-record 11 interceptions (six more 
than any other player in the conference and 
three more than anyone else in the country) 
and is the only player in ACC history to 
average an interception a game in an 11- 
game regular season. Also broke up 13 
passes, third-highest rotal in school history. 
Added two interceptions against West Vir- 
ginia in the Gator Bowl. 


Daylon McCutcheon, 
Southern California 

“A special player,” says coach John 
Robinson. “He can develop into one of the 
great USC football players ever. He has all 
the skills of an outstanding cornerback: 
speed, instinct, toughness and great cover 


ugh to make an impact as 

and, if needed, on 
Lawrence, was an All- 
Pro running back who played with the Los 
Angeles Rams, Denver Broncos and Buffalo 
Bills, and once held the Rams’ career-rush- 
ing record. 


Tony Parrish, Washington 

Named Washington's most improved 
player in 1996. Took over for All-America 
frcersatery Lerten Millaysriho len ayaa 
early for the NFL. Third on the team with 
71 tackles, including 13 against Pac-10 
champ Arizona State. Caused fumbles 
against Oregon State and San Jose, and 
recovered fumbles against Stanford, UCLA, 
Oregon and USC. Returned an interception 
45 yards for 2 couchdowa against Attzoha. 


Charles Woodson, Michigan 

Excellent cover cornerback who runs 
very well. Eamed Big Ten Freshman of the 
Year honors in 1996. Possesses the tools to 
be one of Michigan’ all-time. secondary 
pandolienpAlsotlas had ati inapacdiaera 
receiver on offense (he started as both a 
wide receiver and. defensive back -apather 
Colorado). Has 13 takeaways (10 intercep- 
tions, three fumble recoveries) in 25 career 
games. Fourth in Michigan history with 20 
pase realest Cheviolen Detensives Elaye 
of the Year, Finalist for the Jim Thorpe 
Award. 

Second Team 

Tyan Black Colarada 
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Mike Moore 


Patrick Surtain, Southern Miss 
Martavius Houston, Auburn 
Anthony Poindexter, Virginia 
Third Team 

Tony Darden, Texas Tech 
Chris McAlister, Arizona 
Omarr Morgan, BYU 

Deshea Townsend, Alabama 


PLACEKICKERS 
Phil Dawson, Texas 


Extremely powerful leg and a reliable 
clutch performer who overcame reconstruc 
tive knee surgery in February 1996. Second 
on Texas’ all-time scoring and kick-scoring 
charts with 274 points, including a school- 
record 108 by kicking last year. Second in 


school history with six field goals of 50 or 
more yards. Made 19-of-24 field goals last 
season and 46-of-63 for his career, includ- 
ing 6-of-11 from 50 yards or longer. As a 
high school senior, he kicked a 53-yarder 
with three seconds left to win a game and a 
52-yarder on the final play to win a playoff 
game. 

Second Team 

Cory Wedel, Wyoming 


Third Team 

Damon Shea, Nevada 
PUNTERS 
Jim Wren, Southern California 


Strong-legged punter who led the 
Pacific-10 Conference and set a USC 


record a year ago by averaging 45.6 yards. 
Enrolled at USC in the spring of 1996 as a 
junior-college transfer (he didn't pune in 
1995 while serving as an assistant coach at 
Servite High School in Anaheim, Calif). 
‘Twenty-two of his 66 punts traveled 50 or 
more yards, including three 60-yarders and 
one 70-yarder, and 21 pinned opponents 
inside the 20-yard line. His career average 
of 42.3 broke the Fullerton College record 
set by current New York Giants punter 
Mike Horan. 

Second Team 

Jesse Kosch, Nebraska 

Third Team 

Jason Bloom, New Mexico 


KICKOFF RETURNERS 


Damon Dunn, Stanford 

Stanford's all-time leader as well as its 
most experienced wide receiver, His 1,384 
yards and three touchdowns on kickoff 
returns are school career records, and his 
26.6-yard average per return is second. Has 
returned a kickoff for a touchdown in each 
of the past three seasons. Had 16 returns 
last year for 433 yards (27.1 average), 
including a 93-yarder against USC. 
Emerged as one of the nation’s premier 
return specialists in 1995 with 19-for-539 
yards (28.4 average). A member of Stan- 
ford’s track team, last year he had the best 
time in the 100 meters (10.64) and second- 
fastest at 200 meters (21.54). 

Second Team 

Par Johnson, Oregon 

Third Team 

John Avery, Mississippi 


PUNT RETURNERS 
Tim Dwight, Iowa 


Set Iowa punt-return record with 440 
yards on 24 returns (18.3 average, second 
nationally). Led the Big Ten in punt returns 
for the second time in three seasons. Set an 
Alamo Bowl record with six receptions 
against Texas Tech. His 86-yard punt return 
against Ohio State is the fourth-longest in 
Towa history and an 83-yarder against Penn 
Stare is the fifth-longest. Ranks 11th in 
career receptions and 10th in receiving 
yards. Holds the Big Ten record for kickoff 
returns in a game with nine against Ohio 
State in 1995. In all, he has 53 career re- 
turns for 719 yards. 

Second Team 

Allen Rossum, Notre Dame 

Third Team 

Danté Hall, Texas AM i 
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University of Texas, 


Joho Betancourt 


Selecting the highlights and lowlights 
of college football’s last 30 seasons 
means considering literally thousands 
of games, players and 
coaches. Sorting through 
those years not only evokes 
great memories, it also 
gives new life to the spec- 
tacular teams and heroic 
players of the past three 
decades and the unfor- 
gettable moments they 
produced. 

One thing becomes 
instantly clear: Time has 
not dimmed their feats nor has it 
detracted from the excitement they 
brought to the game. In the case of the 
worst moments that tran- 
spired, the years have not 
diminished the seriousness 
of the offenses that were 
committed. 

Everyone has his own 
favorites, and in most instances, 
the truly great performers stand 
out. The problem is in whittling 
the list down to a relatively 
small number of items, con- 
sidering all that has happened since 
Athlon Sports began publishing its col- 
lege football annuals. That is the ulti- 
mate tribute to the richness of the 
sport. 


by Jack Clary 


From top, counterclockwise: Athlon’s 
first edition from 1967, Jackie Sherrill, 
Bo Schembechler, James Street and 
Darrell Royal, Kordell Stewart, Barry 
Switzer, Steve Young, JImmy Johnson, 
Gary Barnett, Johnny Rodgers. 


1968 — Texas unveiled its Wishbone, or 
Triple Option, offensive formation. The 
brainchild of assistant coach Emory Bel- 
lard, it was used to satisfy head coach Dar- 
rell Royal’s distaste for the forward pass and 
to win the 1969 national title. The Wish- 
bone became college football's pre-eminent 
offense of the ’70s. 


1975. — Ohio State running back Archie 
Griffin became the only player ever to win 
asecond Heisman Trophy and also was the 
first one ever to graduate ahead of his class. 


Archie Griffin 


Ovo State University 


1976 — Pittsburgh's Tony Dorsett 
finished his career as the only player 


ever to rush for 6,000 yards (6,082) | E 
and won the Heisman Trophy while L 
leading the Panthers to the national | 
championship. LB 
1979 — Southern California endeda gg 
13-year dynasty that flourished | DB 
under both John McKay and John | BB 
Robinson. During that period, the | PE 
Trojans compiled a 122-23-7 | "p 


record with three unbeaten seasons, 
and captured four national titles in 
the process. 


Noy. 28, 1981 — Paul “Bear” Bryant won 
his 315th game, a 28-17 come-from- 
behind victory over archrival Auburn, and 
passed Amos Alonzo Stagg as college foor- 
ball’s all-time winningest coach. He retired 
in 1982 with six national championships 
and 323 wins, still No. 1 among Division 
1-A coaches. 


over Prairie View A&M. He broke Bear 
Bryant’ record of 323 wins and became 
college football’ all-time winningest coach. 
Robinson has won 405 games and is slated 
to retire after the 1997 season. 


1994 — Steve McNair of Alcorn State, 
nicknamed “Air McNair,” became the 
most prolific yardage-gainer in college 
football history with a four-season total of 
16,823 yards, including 14,496 passing. 
He averaged more than 400 passing yards 
per game, and he gained more than 500 
yards in six of his 1994 games. 


1995 — Perennial Big Ten doormat North- 
western, under coach Gary Barnett, rang 
up a 10-1 regular-season record, won its 
first Big Ten title since 1936 and made its 
first bowl appearance since 1949. The 
dream season ended with a 41-32 loss to 
USC in the Rose Bowl. 


fi at inclu 
winning streak, back-to-back titles in 
1994-95 and a continuing record 28 
straight bowl appearances. The repeat title 
was the Huskers’ second of the last 30 
years; they had achieved that accomplish- 
ment once before, in 1970-71. 


The 10 Worst Moments 


1970 — Two teams, Wichita State and 
Marshall, suffered devastating losses in air- 
line crashes. One of two planes carrying 
Wichita State's football team to a game at 
Utah State crashed in the mountains of 
Colorado and killed 31 persons, including 
14 players and the head coach. The entire 
Marshall University football team and 
coaching staff were killed in a crash at 
Huntington, W-Va., while returning from 
a game at East Carolina. 


Dec. 29, 1978 — Ohio State coach Woody 


Hayes lost his self-con- 
trol and twice punched 
Clemson middle guard 
Charlie Bauman after 


Jerry Rice 6-2 200 Miss. ValleySt. 1981-84 F 

Bill Fralic 65 285 Pittsburgh Gopieq)| Bauman had inter- 
John Hannah 63 282 Alabama 497072 | cepted oan Art 
Dave Rimington 6-3 290 Nebraska 197982 | Schlichter pass during 
Reggie McKenzie 6-4 232 Michigan 1969-71 | Clemson's 17-15 vic- 
Orlando Pace 6-6 320 Ohio State MS24969) tory in the Gator 
Keith Jackson 63 248 Oklahoma 4985879) i. Hayes, wh 
Raghib Ismail 5-10 175 Notre Dame 1988-90 SE ESSA E 
Danny Wuerffel © 6-2 209 Florida 199396 | 205 games and three 
Tony Dorsett 5-11 192 Pittsburgh 497376 | national —champi- 
Barry Sanders 5-11 197 Oklahoma State 1986-88 onships at Ohio State, 
Tony Franklin 5-10 170 Texas A&M 1975-78 


resigned the next day. 


Ted Hendricks Miami 496668 | 1987 - Southern 
eae Wie se oes. qomesses poses. Methodist University 
teve Emtman ington 9.91 mee 
Hugh Green 62 222 Pittsburgh 1977-80 | fae . Sea 
Lawrence Taylor 6-3 237 North Carolina 1977-80 | SO “cat penalty by 
Pat Fitzgerald 62 243 Northwestern 199396 | the NCAA for repeated 
Jack Ham 6-3 212 Penn State 196870 | recruiting violations. 
Kenmyesiey, 6-3 206 Ula. sa7zao | .°< Musings did nox 
‘enny Easley . 
Ronnie Lott 62 200 SouthernGal 49770 | “UMe their program 
Jack Tatum 6-0 208 Ohio State 196870 | until 1989. 
Ray Guy 63 195 SouthenMiss 1970-72 


1996 — Florida State extended to 10 sea- 
sons an amazing run in which it became 
the first team ever to win at least 10 games 
in each season while compiling a 
107-14-1 record, a national champi- 
onship and 10 straight Top Five poll fin- 
ishes. Until their loss to Florida in last 
season's Sugar Bowl, coach Bobby Bow- 
den's Seminoles had strung together 11 
straight bowl wins. 


Woody Hayes P 
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1989 — Oklahoma coach Barry Switzer, 
who won 157 games and three national 
championships during his 16 years in Nor- 
man, resigned after a tenure that was pep- 
pered with incidents involving, among other 
things, recruiting violations, drugs, hand 
guns and reported physical assaults by some 
of his players, all of which precipitated 
investigations at one time or another by the 
NCAA, Big Eight and FBI. 


Oct, 28, 1989 — University of Mississippi 
defensive back Roy Lee “Chucky” Mullins 
suffered a severe neck injury and was para- 
lyzed while making an open-field tackle in a 
game against Vanderbilt. He died May 6, 
1991, The Ole Miss football program. pre- 
sents the Chucky Mullins Courage Award 
each spring to a top defensive player, 
bestowing him with the honor of wearing 
Mullins’ number 38 the following season. 


Oct. 6, 1990 — Colorado defeated Mis- 
souri 33-31 after getting five chances in the 
final 30 seconds to score from the 3-yard 
line. The officials had neglected to change 
the down marker from second to third 
down when, two plays later, Buffalo quar- 
terback Charles Johnson scored from one 
yard out — on “fifth down.” From there, 
Colorado went on to win a share of the 
national championship. 


1992 — Auburn coach Pat Dye was forced 
to resign, and his school was placed on two 
years probation for providing unauthorized 
money to players. The illegality came to 
light after former player Eric Ramsey 
released tapes of a conversation with an 
assistant coach during which he negotiated a 
cash advance. 


Sept. 25, 1993 - Miami and Colorado, 
during a game in Boulder, engaged in a 
bench-clearing brawl — the fifth time in 
five seasons that Hurricane players had been 


involved in such a disturbance. A dozen 
players from both teams were ejected. 
Miami won the game 35-29. 


1995 — Lawrence Phillips, Nebraska's top 
running back and a Heisman Trophy can- 
didate, was suspended after the second 
game of the season after being found 
guilty in court of assaulting his former 
girlfriend. Phillips was reinstated amid a 
hubbub of criticism for the final three 
games and the Fiesta Bowl, and helped 
the Huskers repeat their title, 


1996 — Thirteen members of Boston Col- 
lege’s football team were implicated in cam- 
pus betting with a student bookmaker, and 
two of the players admitted betting against 
their own team. 


Nov. 18, 1967 — Two Heisman Trophy 
winners, UCLA quarterback Gary Beban 
and Southern California running back 
O,J. Simpson, were featured in the nation’s 
most famous cross-town rivalry, Beban 
threw for 301 yards despite a painful rib 
injury, but Simpson won the game with a 
spectacular 64-yard run and put the Tro- 
jans in the Rose Bowl. Final score USC 21, 
UCLA 20. 


Nov. 23, 1968 - Both Harvard and Yale 
entered The Game with perfect records and 
played a 29-29 tie at ageless Harvard Sta- 
dium. Yale was ahead 29-13 with four min- 
utes 0 play, but a Crimson comeback was 
climaxed by a two-point conversion pass 
from Frank Champi to Peter Varney with no 
time left on the clock. 


Dec. 6, 1969 — With President Richard 
Nixon looking on, No. I Texas came from a 
14-0 deficit and beat second-ranked 
Arkansas 15-14. After the game, Nixon 
handed a national championship trophy co 
‘Texas, bringing howls of protest from unde- 
feated Penn State, which ended its second 
consecutive perfect season with a 10-3 
Orange Bowl win over Missouri but still was 
chosen No. 2 behind Texas. 


Nov. 25, 1971 —Top-ranked Nebraska, fea- 
turing Heisman Trophy winner Johnny 
Rodgers, defeated No. 2 Oklahoma 35-31 
on Thanksgiving Day as Jeff Kinney scored 
the winning touchdown from 2 yards out 
with less than two minutes remaining. The 
game attracted one of the largest television 
audiences ever. 


University of Southern California. 


Anthony Davis 


Dec, 2, 1972 — Anthony Davis of top- 
ranked USC scorched Notre Dame for six 
touchdowns, including kickoff returns of 97 
and 96 yards, in a 45-23 victory. Two years 
later, SC trailed the Irish 24-0 late in the 
first half but scored 35 points in the third 
quarter and won 55-24. Davis, who tallied 
four scores in that game, became the first 
Pacific-8 Conference player to run for 1,000 
yards three years in a row. 


Nov. 8, 1980 — Georgia's road to the 
national championship led through Jack- 
sonville and a game with SEC rival Florida. 
The unbeaten Bulldogs trailed 21-20 with 
1:35 to play and were pinned deep in their 
own territory when, on third-and-11, quar- 
terback Buck Belue spotted receiver Lindsay 
Scott in the open. The two connected on an 
unforgettable 93-yard, game-winning 
touchdown play, preserving Georgia's per- 
fect record and title hopes. 


Oct. 3, 1987 — A change of mind and heart 
by Florida State coach Bobby Bowden about 
an extra point cost him the national cham- 
pionship. Against Miami, with 42 seconds 
to play, the Seminoles had just scored to pull 
within one point when Bowden gave in to 
his players pleas to go for a two-point con- 
version instead of kicking and tying the 
score. A pass was knocked down, the Semi- 
noles tasted their only loss of the season, 
26-25, and finished second in the polls to 
— you guessed it — Miami. 


Oct. 15, 1988 — Notre Dame, ranked No. 
4 and playing at home, defeated top-ranked 
Miami 31-30, breaking the Hurricanes’ 36- 
game regular-season win streak. Irish free 
safety Pat Terrell scored on a 60-yard inter- 
ception return in the second quarter and 
batted down a two-point conversion pass 
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attempt with 45 seconds to play to seal the 
win, Notre Dame went on to finish 12-0 
and claim its 13th national tile. 


Dec. 2, 1989 — Auburn upset top-ranked 
and undefeated Alabama 30-20 when the 
teams played for the first time at Auburn's 
Jordan-Hare Stadium, Trailing 10-7 at 
halftime, Auburn quarterback Reggie Slack 
produced two touchdowns and Win Lyle 
kicked three field goals, 


Nov. 16, 1991 — Second-ranked Miami 
rolled to its fourth national championship 
in nine years after a 1716 victory over No. 
1 Florida State, Seminole placekicker Gerry 
Thomas’ 34-yard field-goal attempt with 
25 seconds to play sailed wide right. Ironi- 
cally, had not the distance between uprights 
been narrowed that season, the kick would 
have been good. 


Nov. 13, 1993 —No. 1 Florida State at No. 
2 Notre Dame. With both teams sporting 
9-0 records and 16-game winning streaks, 
the pregame hype was unprecedented and 
the game lived up to its promise. The Irish 
physically dominated the first three quar- 
ters and led 21-7 at the half. A furious 
fourth-quarter rally by Charlie Ward & Co, 
fell short, and the Irish prevailed 31-24, 
swiping No. 1 from the ’Noles. 


Noy. 20, 1993 — Boston College walk-on 
kicker David Gordon booted a 41-yard 
field goal on the game's final play that gave 
the Eagles a wild 41-39 victory over top- 
ranked Notre Dame, not only achieving 
sweet revenge for Notre Dame's 54-7 
thrashing in 1992 (see 10 Worst Moments) 
but ultimately costing the Irish the national 
tide. 


Sept, 24, 1994 - Washington ended 
Miami's all-time record home winning 
streak of 58 games with a 38-20 victory. 


Sept. 21, 1996 — Arizona State, humiliated 
77-28 in 1995 by Nebraska, exacted deli- 
cious revenge by scoring an unprecedented 
three safeties in a 19-0 upset in Sun Devil 
Stadium that ended the top-ranked Corn- 
huskers’ 26-game winning streak. 


Nov. 23, 1996 — For the second time in 
four years, Michigan ruined Ohio State's 
national title aspirations. In 1993, the 
Wolverines posted a decisive 28-0 shutout 
in Ann Arbor. This time, the Buckeyes’ bad 
news read 13-9. After trailing 9-0 at the 
half, quarterback Brian Griese engineered a 
13-point second-half rally in Columbus. 


sthion Archives 


Jan, 1, 1969 = Penn State capped Joe 
Paterno’ first undefeated season by beating 
Kansas 15-14 in the Orange Bowl after get- 
ting a second chance to score the winning 
two-point conversion. The first attempt 
failed, but Kansas was penalized for having 
12 men on the field, and Bob Campbell ran 
for the winning points on the retry. 


Joe Paterno 


Jan. 1, 1970 — Notre Dame played in its 
first bowl game since Knute Rockne’s Four 
Horsemen defeated Stanford in the 1925 
Rose Bowl but were beaten 21-17 by Texas 
in the Cotton Bowl. The following year, the 
Irish returned and broke 30-game 
winning streak with a 24-11 victory, 


Jan, 1, 1978 ~ Linebacker Barry Krauss of 
Alabama stopped Penn State running back 
Mike Guman on fourth down at the goal 
line, knocking himself out in the process, 
bur saving a 14-7 Sugar Bowl victory over 
top-ranked Penn State and clinching the 
second of Bear Bryant’ three national 
championships during the "70s. 


Jan, 1, 1979 — Quarterback Joe Montana, 
sidelined for a time because of below-nor- 
mal body temperature in the sub-freezing 
Cotton Bowl, capped a 23-poine fourth- 
quarter rally against Houston with a 
touchdown pass on the game’ final play. 
Joe Unis had to kick the winning point 
twice after the first was nullified by a 
penalty to produce a 35-34 victory. 


Jan. 1, 1983 — In a battle of the nation’s 
two top teams in the Sugar Bowl, No. 2 
Penn State upset Georgia 27-23, giving 
coach Joe Paterno his first national champi- 
onship. 


Jan. 1, 1984 — Coach 'Tom Osborne cost 
his top-ranked Nebraska Cornhuskers the 


2 


national title when, after his ream scored a 
touchdown in the final seconds, he chose to. 
try a two-point conversion rather than set- 
tle for a tie-making kick againse Miami. 
Hurricane safety Ken Calhoun batted 
down the pass and Miami won the game 
31-30 to claim the national championship. 


Jan. 1, 1993 = Second-ranked Alabama 
thrashed No. 1 Miami 34-13 in the Sugar 
Bowl and not only captured the national 
title but also ended Miami’s 29-game win- 
ning streak and its bid for an unprece- 
dented fifth national title in 10 years. 


Jan. 1, 1994 —"Top-ranked Florida State 
won its first national championship with an 
18-16 victory over No. 2 Nebraska in the 
Orange Bowl when Scott Bentley kicked a 
22-yard field goal with 21 seconds to play 
— and just 55 seconds after the Huskers 
had taken a 16-15 lead. 


Jan 1, 1995 — Nebraska coach ‘Tom 
Osborne’s quest for a national championship 
ended in the Orange Bowl when the Com- 
huskers, down 17-9 midway through the 
last quartet, rallied with two TDs by Cory 
Schlesinger and defeated Miami 24-17, 


Jan. 1, 1996 — The Fiesta Bowl was the 
ite of the national championship game, 
Top-ranked Nebraska got 199 rushing yards 
and two touchdowns from quarterback 
Tommy Frazier and routed No. 2 Florida 
62-24 to win its second straight title. 


Jan, 1, 1997 —In the Rose Bowl, only 100 
seconds stood between unbeaten Arizona 
State and a national championship after 
quarterback Jake Plummer dove into the 
end zone to give the Sun Devils a 17-13 
lead over Ohio State, Instead, the Buckeyes 
rolled 65 yards in 81 seconds to pull out an 
astounding 20-17 victory on QB Joe Ger- 
maine’s five-yard TD pass to David Boston. 


Bobby Bowden 
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Nov. 25, 1971 ~Inwhat many consider the 
greatest college football game in history, 
Nebraska beat Oklahoma 35-31 in Nor- 
man. The lead changed hands four times. 
Nebraska tailback Jel Kinney scored four 
touchdowns, the last of which was the game- 
winner. But the play of the game, indeed one 


of the most memorable of all time, was when 
Husker wingback Johnny Rodgers darted, 
juked and accelerated through the Sooners 
onascintillating 72-yard punt return and the 
first touchdown of the game. 


Dec, 2, 1972 —“Punt, Bama, Punt!” With 
undefeated, second-ranked Alabama lead- 
ing Auburn 16-3 at Birmingham’ Legion 
Field and 5:30 to play, Auburn linebacker 
Bill Neweon blocked Bama punter Greg 
Gantt punt and the ball bounced into the 
arms of Tiger defensive back David Langer, 
who ran 25 yards for a score, 16-10. With 
1:34 remaining, Gantt punted again, New- 
ton blocked it again, the ball bounced into 


Langer’s arms again and Langer scored from 
20 yards out. Final score: Auburn17, 


Alabama 16. 


Dec. 31, 1973—The Sugar Bowl. Alabama 
vs. Notre Dame, Bear Bryant vs. Ara 
Parseghian, Both undefeated, playing for 
the national title. With time winding down, 
Notte Dame was leading 24-23 and faced 
third-and-long deep in its own territory. 
‘The Irish needed to move the chains one 


more time, or they would have to punt and 
put the Tide in position for a game-winning 
field goal. Quarterback ‘Tom Clements 
dropped back in his own end zone and 
lofted a 35-yard pass to tight end Robin 
Weber for the first down to p 
and the title for the Irish 


e the win 


Athion Archive 


Doug Flutie 

Nov, 23, 1984 - Boston College trailed 
Miami 45-40 with six seconds left when 
BC quarterback Doug Flutie rolled to his 
right and lofted a pass 64 yards into the 
arms of receiver Gerald Phelan a yard deep 
in the end zone for a 47-45 victory. It was 
the crowning achievement of Flutie’s career, 
which ended with his selection as Heisman 
‘Trophy winner that season, 


Jan 2, 1987 —The national title was on the 
line in the Fiesta Bowl. Penn § 


14-10 lead over Miami, but the Hurricanes 


re held a 


had driven from their own 23-yard-line to 


the Nittany 


ions’ 6 in less than three min- 
onds to go, Nittany Lions 
ed off 
sstaverde pass on the 1-yard-line 
and sealed the victory, It ws 
interceptions of ‘Testaverde that night. 
Giftopoulos helped himself to two. 

Sept, 24, 1994 — Quarterback Kordell Stew- 
art of Colorado threw a last-play, 64-yard 
pass that was deflected into the hands of 
receiver Michael Westbrook for a touchdown 
to beat Michigan 27-26 before 103,000 
unbelieving fans at Michigan Stadium. 


he last of five 


Nov, 2, 1995 — Florida State had not lost 
an Atlantic Coast Conference game since 
joining the league in 1992, ‘Trailing Vir- 
ginia 33-28 in Charlottesville, and with 
1:37 remaining in the game, FSU quarter- 


OV 
Cos 


back Danny Kanell 
drove his team from 
his own 20 to the Cavalier 6 where, on the 
game’ final play, Virginia defensive back 
‘Adrian Bumim and [nebacker Anthony 
Poindexter stopped FSU’s Warrick Dunn 
inches short of the goal line to preserve the 
win. 


Jan. 2, 1996 — California has The Play. 
Nebraska has The Run. Amid a torrent of 


Cornhusker touchdowns in the 1996 Fi 


Bowl, as coach Tom Osborn 
thrashed the Florida Gators 62-24 to claim 
its second consecutive national champi- 
onship, Husker quarterback Tommie Fra- 


crew 


ziet’s 75-yard touchdown run stands out. 
On that incredible play, Frazier broke at 
least seven tackles — he appeared hopelessly 
corralled at one point — before breaking 
free down the si 


teline. 


Dec. 7, 1996 — Nebraska faced Te 
inaugural Big 12 championship game. 
in the game, on fourth-and-inches, 
quarterback James 
Brown — stunned 
the Huskers with a 
61-yard pass to lit- 
tle-used tight end 
Derek Lewis that 
set up the Long- 
horns’ final touch- 
down and sent 
them to a 37-27 
upset win, ulti- 
mately costing 
Nebraska a_fifth- 
ight conference 
title, 


as in the 


ate 


On Nov, 20, 1982, Stanford kicked a field goal with six seconds to play for a 20-19 lead over California. But on the ensuing kickoff, 


after five lateral passes, Stanford's band marched onto the field 
for a 25-20 victory. To football fans all over America, this moment is known as “The Play.” 


5/0 4 3/0 


OO) MC) VO (Cn NOC 


id provided enough cover for Cal’s Kevin Moen to score a touchdown 


The Play Stanford's Mark Harmon kicks off 
(1) from the Cardinal 25 with four seconds 
remaining. Kevin Moen (2) takes the kickoff 
from the Cal 44 to the 48 (3). Moen laterals 
(4) to Richard Rodgers (5) who runs for no 
Bain before pitching to Dwight Garner (6). 
Garner advances to near midfield and 
pitches (7) back to Rodgers (8) just before 
(or after, depending on your loyalties) his 
knee touches the ground. Rodgers gains 6 
yards (9) before lateraling to Mariet Ford 
(10). Surrounded by Cardinal defenders, 
Ford (111) blindly flips the ball over his shoul- 
der. Moen catches the ball on the run (12), 
weaves his way through the Stanford band 
and into the end zone, where he bowls over 
Stanford trombonist Gary Tyrell (13). 
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Rankings of the Top Late Telephone Services, 


The truth about monitors, 
r Newsletters vs, Telephone Services, 
{ How to win on your own, 
How to Bet Legally on Sports. 
2) oS 3) International Sports Book Rankings, 


Are you overwhelmed 
by all the sports 
service ads every year? 


Don't be! Get the nation’s most compre- 
hensive, detailed report on the good, the 
bad, and the ugly of the sports handicap- 
ping industry all in one guide. 


The FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE is 
the one essential tool for all gridiron 
bettors. It will take you behind the 
scenes and show you the real per- 
formances of over 100 of the most 

prominent sports services thr 
out America — complete with prc 
their records, reput s, owners, the publ 
ments and countle: insights that will guide you 
‘ul season. This review is jam 
cked with vital information that will enable you to 
istinguish the legiti ports services from the dis- 
reputable ones, plus i le information on where to 
bet legally and safely over the telephone. 


This eighth big annual edition will lay out for you all 
the inside information about who's on top and who's a 
flop in the handicapping world, all for only $3.95. 


Don’t make another play without reading the 
FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. It’s your key to a 
winning season! 


Call to order toll free: 


CALL TOLL FREE 800-700-5741! 


OR CLIP AND MAIL THE COUPON TODAY! 
Mail to: FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE 
4102 E. 7th Street, Long Beach, CA 90804 


Yes! Piease send me a copy of the 1997 FOOTBALL BETTING GUIDE. 
Enclosed is my check for $3.95, plus $2.00 S & H. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE, ZIP 


Why does she 


play field hockey? 


She knows there will be no 


shoe commercials. 


No trading cards. No limos. 


So why? 


Because she is an athlete. 


Just like a football player. 


Just like a basketball player. 


Just like a baseball player. 


And as The Official 


Telecommunications Consultant 


to the NCAA, we salute her 


and the pure spirit 


of college athletics. 


The Official Telecommunications 


Consultant to the NCAA 
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Big 12 
Order: Finish 


North South 
1. Nebraska 1. Texas 
2. Colorado 2. Texas A&M 
3. Kansas State 3. Texas Tech 
4. Missouri 4. Oklahoma 
5. Kansas 5. Baylor 


6. lowa State 6. Oklahoma St. 


he Big 12 can hardly claim to be the nation's pre- 
mier college football league in 1997. At least not in 
preseason. Not after promoting itself as the best of 
the crop a year ago and then not being able to back it up. 

The non-conference road in 1996 turned out to be 
rockier than expected. And Big 12 teams managed to 
play in just five bowls by meeting the minimum require- 
ments: a winning record and six Division I-A victories. 

To complete a disappointing year, Big 12 teams were 
defeated in three bowls, including the Fiesta Bowl, where 
Penn State, the Big Ten’s No. 3 team, trounced Texas, 
champion of the Big 12, 38-15. 

The Big 12 North had a significant advantage in 
internecine feuding. But South champion Texas upset 
North champion Nebraska in the conference playoff, 
dashing Cornhusker hopes for a record third consecutive 
national crown. 

Nebraska envisions, perhaps not overoptimistically, a 
resumption of national honors. All-Americans Grant 
Wistrom at rush end and Aaron Taylor, center in 1996 
bur at guard, his original position, in 1997, return along 
with a slew of experienced players. Wistrom’s decision to 
pass up an early pro draft and play out his senior season 
will have a significant impact on the Huskers’ ability to 
rebuild their defense. 

Texas looks to be the best in the South Division 
again. The Longhorns feature senior quarterback James 
Brown and tailback Ricky Williams, a Heisman Trophy 
candidate. 

A&M coach R.C. Slocum replaced his offensive and 
defensive coordinators, as well as his receivers coach, fol- 
lowing the Aggies’ mediocre performance in 1996. 

Texas Tech’s chance of overtaking Texas diminished 
when All-America running back Byron Hanspard 
declared for the NFL draft. 

Nebraska and Colorado will fight it out again in the 
North, with Rick Neuheisel of the Buffaloes aiming to 
achieve his first victory over the Huskers’ Tom Osborne 
when their teams clash in Boulder on Nov. 28. 

Kansas State has much to replace on both offense and 
defense. Oklahoma might have an edge over Baylor in 
the South’s lower division, although Bears coach Dave 
Roberts inherits good young players. 
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You won't find scissors in my tool- 
box...or on my beard. I learned a 
long time ago that there’s a 
better, easier way to keep 

facial hair looking great: the 
Wahl® Groomsman® Beard & 
Mustache Trimmer. 


Only the Groomsman has pro- 
quality blades and a patented 
5-position trimming guide. So I 
get a perfect trim every time. 


If you've got a beard or 
mustache, get rid of the 
scissors...and get the right 
tool for the job. Get the 
Wahl Groomsman. 


y 


AVAILABLE 
AT: 


Alco Stores 

F.W. Woolworth 
Fred Meyer 
Fred’s 

Gibson's 

Hyvee 

Lucky Stores Service Merchandise 
Montgomery Ward Thrifty 
Osco/Sav-On Venture 

Sears Walgreens 


Or call 1-800-SAY-WAHL 
for the retailer nearest you. 


WAHL 


WAHL CLIPPER CORPORATION 
Sterling, IL 61081 
The Groomsman is available in rechargeable and 


battery-operated models. ENERGIZER? brand batteries 
recommended for battery-operated models. 


mong the team functions Rick 
Neuheisel has arranged in his two sea- 
sons as head coach have been bowling 
and golf tournaments, boating and jet-ski out- 
ings and a tubing excursion down Boulder 
Creek. Because of such activities, “everyone 
thinks I’m this laissez-faire surfer boy who 
doesn’t have a care and just wings it,” the 36- 
year-old Neuheisel says, “Hey, I have a serious 
side, too.” 

Neuheisel talked so seriously about winning 
the national championship last season, it 
seemed he could arrange that too. He 
couldn't. 


Pat O'Malley 


The focus remains the same this season, but 
the talk has been toned down. “Our goal in 1997 
will be to play our best — certainly not as news- 
worthy as my statement last year but certainly 
very true,” Neuheisel says. “I made a mistake a 
year ago. .. . It wasn't the stating that was wrong 
as much as what it did in raising expectations 
early in the season to a level that wasn't realistic.” 


quarterbacks 

Neuheisel says of senior John Hessler: “He is 
going to go down, I think, as a big name in Col- 
orado football history. He'll be in folklore as The 
Comeback Kid.” 

As Koy Detmer’s backup for two seasons, 
Hessler directed the Buffaloes to an 8-2 record 
in games where he started or came off the bench 
early. Now he will try to work his passing magic 
as the full-time starter. 

Sophomore Jeremy Weisinger, who has run 
4.27 in the 40, and redshirt freshman Adam 
Bledsoe are backups. And yes, Bledsoe is 
the brother of New England Patriots 
quarterback Drew. 


running backs 


The Thoroughbred Trio of tailbacks, seniors 
Herchell Troutman and Lendon Henry and 
sophomore Dwayne Cherrington, returns. 
Troutman, third-team all-conference, led the 
Buffaloes in rushing for the second consecutive 
season with 804 yards and four touchdowns. 
Junior Marlon Barnes moved into contention 
with a fine spring. 

The running game hasn't been what it needs 
to be, though, Neuheisel has toyed with more 
double-tight end and two-back sets to facilitate 
the Buffaloes’ ability to run the ball, “but noth- 
ing that’s earth-shattering,” he says. 

Senior Darren Fisk, who also has played inside 
linebacker and tight end, is the most experienced 
of the fullbacks. 


wide receivers 

Senior Phil Savoy was the go-to guy on third 
and fourth down, catching 16 passes in those sit- 
uations for 279 yards, 15 first downs and one 
touchdown. Chris Anderson, a senior, had a sim- 
ilar role as a possession receiver two seasons ago. 
Darrin Chiaverini, a solid downfield blocker, was 
one of the most improved players on the team a 
year ago. He capped his sophomore season by 
catching seven passes for 94 yards and a touch- 
down in the Holiday Bowl. Ryan Nunez, a 
sophomore, is small but versatile. 

Sophomore Brody Heffner is an excellent 
receiver at tight end. He caught 20 passes for 288 
yards and two touchdowns. Senior Tennyson 
McCarty played tight end, enduring the pain of 
a severe arthritic condition in the toes of both 
feet a year ago. The versatile Anderson has also 
played tight end, earning comparisons with the 
Denver Broncos’ Shannon Sharpe. 


offensive linemen 

Seniors Melvin Thomas and Andrew Welsh 
are the best in the interior. Thomas and Welsh 
were the tackles, but Thomas will probably end 
up at guard, after moving in the spring. 

The 305-pound Thomas has the speed to 
make the transition. He’s been timed at 4.92 in 
the 40-yard dash, a valuable asset for a run 
blocker. Thomas also has the muscle. He tallied 
33 pancake blocks a year ago and allowed only 
two sacks as a pass blocker. 

Welsh, the most athletic of the Buffaloes’ 
offensive linemen and among the team’s most 
improved players last season, has played guard, 
and there was some talk of moving him to center, 

Junior Adam Reed started at center and 
appears poised to follow in a tradition of out- 
standing Colorado centers. Senior Aaron Wade, 
who got one start, can play either guard or tackle. 
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Sophomores Shane Cook and Ryan Johan- 
ningmeier, and junior college transfer Brad 
Bedell are among the young players with an 
opportunity to step up as the line is restruc- 
tured and rebuilt. 


Seven of the top eight on the pre-Holi- 
day Bowl depth chart return, including 
senior tackles Ryan Olson and Viliami 
Maumau, and junior end Nick Ziegler, all 
starters, 

Olson, the nose tackle, is as effective 
rushing the passer as stopping the run. He 


Melvin Thomas 


has exceptional strength and was fourth on 
the team in tackles with 91. His 8 1/2 sacks 
were the most in four seasons by a Colorado 
down lineman. Maumau deflected a pass, 
caught the ball and recurned it 33 yards for 
a touchdown against Colorado State. 
Ziegler came on strong and was the Buf- 
faloes’ defensive MVP in the Holiday Bowl. 
Sophomore Fred Jones is ready to step up. 


The key question on defense, and per- 
haps the team, is: Who will replace Matt 
Russell, the Butkus Award winner, at 


Buffaloes Critical Play 


Used in situations where the goal is 5 yards, 1st and 10, 3rd and 10, etc. Rae 
Carruth made this play worth a lot more than 5 yards. 


Last Play All 
Buffs Needed 


The date was Sept. 24, 
1994. The place was Ann Arbor, 
Mich. The play was Rocket Jet. 
Kordell Stewart's Hail Mary pass 
was tipped by Colorado's Blake 
Anderson and caught by Michael 
Westbrook for a touchdown with no 
time remaining on the clock to give 
the No. 7 Buffaloes a 27-26 victory 
against No. 4 Michigan. The play cov- 
ered 64 yards. 


middle linebacker. 

Junioir Terrell Cade began last season as 
a starter at defensive end but has had injury 
problems. Junior Clifton Peters showed 
promise at the position before sitting out 
last season for unspecified medical reasons. 
Ty Gregorak could step in as a true fresh- 
men, though that’ a lot to expect. 

Junior Hannibal Navies, who has the 
speed that is so important to Colorado's 
attacking style, is solid on the weak side. 

Senior Ron Merkerson has been at his 
best in big games and is especially effective 
against the run, He made 11 tackles in each 
of the losses last season. 


5 The number of ranked 
opponents Colorado has 
/ played in the last four sea- 
sons. The Buffaloes won 15 of 
those games. 


Senior strong safety Ryan Black can play 
the run. He set a school record for tackles 
by a defensive back with 154. He also had 
nine pass deflections and is a team leader. 

Junior Marcus Washington is a good cor- 
ner man, setting a school record for pass 
deflections with 20. He can also play the 
run, tying for the team lead in third-down 
stops with 14, He was tried at free safety in 
the spring and may play there, along with 
senior Ryan Sutter. 

Senior Toray Elton Davis and sophomore 
Damen Wheeler have both started at 
cornerback. 


Junior Jeremy Aldrich came on strong at 
the end of last season, kicking four field 
goals in four tries against Nebraska to tie a 
school record. Colorado's punters, senior 
Andy Mitchell and sophomore Nick 
Pietsch, were woefully inconsistent. 

“Much has been said about our kicking 
game and most of it hasn't been positive,” 
Neuheisel says. 
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99 Colorado Roster 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. 
9 Aldrich, Jeremy KP 5-10 1 
18 Altman, Matt K 57 150 
18 Anderson, Chris WR 6-4 215 
87 Ashworth, Tom. TE 65 255 
‘85. Avil, James TE 63 245 
9 Bames, Marion Te 5-11 210 
40. Bames, Rashidi FS 6-0 195 
6 Black, Ryan §S 5-10 200 
12. Bledsoe, Adam QB 64 215 
48 Cade, Terrell DELB 6-4 245 
10 Cherrington, Dwayne TB 5-10 195 
6 Chiaverini, Darin. = WR 6-2 195 
96 Christian, lan DT 6-2 265 
92 Cirulli, Matthew DT 64 260 
32 Claybrook, Damian RB 5-9 190 
72 Cook, Shane T 67 290 
21 Cooper, Tavon. TB 5-11 200 


HOMETOWN cL. 
Federal Hts.,.CO i 2 Ss Honolulu, HI 
Newton, MS MeCerty, Tennyson &. Boulder, CO 
LaPorte, TX MoCready, Eric Ft. Cherry ils Vil, CO 
Englewood, CO McDonnell, Brady Fr Quinn, Sc 
Nashville, TN ‘Merkerson, Ron Sc. Las Vegas, NV 
Memphis, TN Mitchell, Andy P Ss Littleton, CO 
Berkeley, CA Moody, Chan J Littleton, CO 
Phoenix, AZ Morgan, Chris $0. Killeen, TX 
Yakima, WA Navies, Hannibal rt Oakland, CA 
San Diego, CA Nichols, Ben Springfield, MO 
Santa Ana, CA Nunez, Ryan Austin, TX 
Corona, CA Olson, Ryan Lakewood, CO 
Los Alamos, NM Peters, Citon Pauls Valley, OK 
Brentwood, TN Philips, Mike Marrero, LA 
Bloomington, iN Pietsch, Nick Seattle, WA 
Lakewood, CO Pratt, Wes Kaneohe, Hl 
Glentiood, AZ Reed, Adam Boulder, CO 
Tarzana, CA Sanders, John Phoenix, AZ 
Boulder, CO Savoy, Phil Washington, DC 
Oxon Hil, MD Simmons, Martin Lewisville, TX 
Boulder, CO Southward, Brandon Col. Springs, CO 
Wexford, PA Stiggers, Marcus Dallas, TX 
Temple Hills, MD Sutter, Ryan Fort Collins, CO 
Los Gatos, CA 
Inglewood, CA 
Boulder, CO 
Del Mar, CA 
Port Arthur, TX 
San Diego, CA 
Brighton, CO 
Yorba Linda, CA 
Louisville, CO 
La Piata, MD 
San Diego, CA 
Cleveland, OH 
Boulder, CO 
Georgetown, TX 
Iron Mountain, Mi 
Palacios, TX 
San Diego, CA 
Chicago, IL 


HOMETOWN 


73 Cull, Kane 65 
4 Davis, Toray 59 


89 Dennis, Desmond 63 
5 Edwards, Elan 60 
61. Engratf, Zach e4 
79. Entaminger, Jason 66 
43. Fisk, Darren 
83. Green, Javon 63 
30 Haas, Robert 65 
86 Heffner, Brody 65 
39. Henry, Lendon 
60. Herrick, David 
7 Hessler, John 
94. Jame, Sean 
‘58. Johanningmeier, Ryan 
52 Jones, George 
13 Jones, Fred 
1 Kelly, Ben 
63. Kish, Corey 
38. Lagow, Robert 
13 Leonard, Gabe 
12 Lesley, Jason 
Ey Loper, jan 

30. Marshal, Aaron 


Long Beach, CA 
Naples, FL 

Wheat Ridge, CO 
Dalas, TX 

Col. Springs, CO 
Uvalde, TX 

Walnut Creek, CA 
Sacramento, CA 

J. Huntington Bch., CA 


Troutman, Herchell 

Wade, Aaron 

Warren, Jesse 240 
Washington, Marcus 210 
Weisinger, Jeremy 200 
Welsh, Andrew 295 
Wheeler, Damen 5-10 170 
Ziegler, Nick 65 230 


(Sy A Tor Returning Loaders 


OFFENSE (6) 


WR 80 Phil Savoy (Sr., 3); 17 Robert Toler (So., 4) 
WR 6 Darrin Chiaverini (Jr, 2); 18 Chris Anderson (Sr., 3) 
LT 74 Andrew Welsh (Sr., 2); 72 Shane Cook, (So., 1) 

L@ 75 Aaron Wade (Sr., 2); 63 Corey Kish (So., 1) 

© 53 Adam Reed (Jr, 1); 64 Martin Simmons (So., 1) 

RG 78 Melvin Thomas (Sr., 2); 73 Kane Cullum (So., 1) 

RT 72 Shane Cook (So., 1); 58 Ryan Johanningmeier (So., 1) 
TE 41 Tennyson McCarty (Sr., 3); 86 Brody Heffner (So., 1) 
QB 7 John Hessler (Sr., 2); 4 Jeremy Weisinger (So., 1) 
TB 5 Herchell Troutman (Sr., 3); 39 Lendon Henry (Sr., 3) 
WR 2 Marcus Stiggers (So., 1); 22 Ryan Nunez (So., 1) Sept. 6 


Passing: John Hessler, 12-23-174-1 
Rushing: Herche 
Receiving: Phil Savoy, 43 rec., 652 yds., 
Jason Le 
: Nick Pietsch, 36 
Kicking: Jaso -12 FGs, 37-41 Xf 
Tackles 4, 78 solo 
Sacks: Ryan Olson, 8.5 


1 Troutman, 18 car., 207 yds., 2 TDs 
31Ds 
points 


1997 Schedule 


Colorado State 


P 47 Nick Pietsch (So., 2); 28 Andy Mitchell (Sr. 3) Sept 1S. a Michigan 
Sept. 27 Wyoming 
DEFENSE (7) Oct.4 Texas A&M 
Oct.11 @ Oklahoma State 
DE 43 Fred Jones (So., 1); 80 lan Loper (Fr., 0) Oct.18 Kansas 
NT 55 Ryan Olson (Sr., 3); 90 Aaron Marshall (Jr., 2) Oct.25  @ Texas 
DT 77 Villami Maumau (Sr., 3); 96 lan Christian (Fr., 0) Nov. 1 Missouri 
DE 57 Nick Ziegler (Jr, 2); 98 Jesse Warren (So, 1) Nov.8  @ lowa State 
WLB94 Mike Phillips (Sr., 3); 8 Hannibal Navies Ur., 2) Nov. 15 @ Kansas State 
Nov. 28 Nebraska 


MLB48 Terrell Cade (Jr., 2); 44 Clifton Peters (Jr., 1) 
SLB 33 Ron Merkerson (Sr, 3); 66 Brandon Southward (Jr., 2) 
CB 4 Toray Davis (Sr., 3); 37 Marcus Washington (Jr., 2) 
CB 2 Damen Wheeler (So., 1); 26 John Sanders (Fr. 0) 

SS 6 Ryan Black (Sr, 3); 5 Elan Edwards (Fr., 0) 

FS 36 Ryan Sutter (Sr., 2); 40 Rashidi Bames (So., 1) 


K 9 Jeremy Aldrich (Jr., 2); 12 Jason Lesley (Sr., 2) 
(i) indicates number of returning starters 

BOLD indostes returning starters 

Number after class indicates eters won 


Sophomore poriabeck Damen Wheeler 
is expected to pick up where he left off, 
which was as a starter in the final two 
games against Nebraska and, in the Hol- 
iday Bowl, against Washington. He’s 
fast and stronger than his 170 pounds 
might indicate. 


Big Twelve Record: 


Rick Neuheisel 


1907 Signees 
ER MERA Goes 


Andrews, David FB 6-4 230 ‘Tucson, AZ 
‘SuperPrep AltFar West: SuperPrep tabbed him asthe No. 
1 player in the state Arizona in its preseason magazine; 
tushed 103 times for 802 yes. with 10 TDs as a senior. 
Bedell, Brad OT -<&-6 295 Arcadia, CA 
‘SuperPrep ranked him as the NO. JUCO recruit in the 
nation; PrepStar listed im among its top JUCO linemen 
(23:0 al). 

Bannan, Justin DE 6-4 255 Fair Oaks, CA 
‘SuperPrep andPrepStar A-America: Tacoma News Tribune 
‘Westem 100 team; totaled 90 tackles and 12 quarter- 
back se0ks as @ serio 

Barton, Damion TB 5-14 480 Corona, CA 
Prep Football Report. and PrepStar Al America; rushed for 
2,002 yds, on 249 caries, scoring 26 TOs as a senior, 
Brooks, Albus FS 6-1 180 Claremont, CA 
Prep Foothill Report , PrepStar and SuperPrep AlkAmer 
lea; toe the ACL in is right knee last season; a Junior, 
he made 124 tackles (28 solo) with two ins 

Cabral, Kyle LB G-2 220 Boulder, CO 
BLUECHIP Wustrated AlkAmerica; tacorded 108 tackles, 
including 24 quarterback sacks as 3 senior, 

Carter, Zimbalist C8-QB 6-2 180 Riverside, CA 
PregStar and SuperPieo America; PrepStar ranked him 
{5 the No, 7 defensive back in the Pac-10 region; com: 
pleted 57-0130 passes for 688 yds, and rushed 83 
times for 513 yds 

Cormier, Cedi © WR S-14.475 Houston, TX: 
PrepStar and SuperPrep AltAmerica; SuperPrep ranked 
‘im as the No.1. wide receive in the nation, despte never 
playing the postion: completed 102 of 186 passes foc 
4,108 yds. and:13 TDsas 2 senior rushed 125 times for 
41,242 ys, (9:9 per catry) and 26 scores. 

Graham, Dan TE 6-3. 220 Denver, CO 
PrepStar Allamerca; SuperPrep NibMidionds; Denver Post 
‘AlColorado; caught 33 passes for 741 yds. and six TDs 
Gregorak, Ty MLB 6-3 250 Spokane, WA 
PregStar and SuperPrep Albémerica; Sporting News 
ranked him as the No, 4 linebacker inthe country; totaled 
‘92 tackles; si quarterback sacks and nine forced fun 
bles as a senor. 

Gurode, Andee 0G 6-3 285 Houston, TX 
PrepStar and SuperPieg Alttmerica; Houston Chronicle 
Top 100. 

Hiaas, Robert DE 6-5 250 Boulder, CO 
BLUECHIP iustrated, Prep Football Report and SuperPrep 
‘AiAmerica: registered 62 tackles and eight sacks 9s a 
senior. 

Hollewell, Roman WR 5-7 455 Denver, CO 
PrepStar America; Tecoma News Tibune's Westom 
4100 team: caught 50 passes for 645 yds. and eight TDs 
asa senior. 

Huiingh, Erin OT 6-8. 255 Tempe AZ 
PrepStar snd SuperPrep Ni-Amarca: graded out at 92 per 
‘cent on the offensive lie 2s-a senior. 

Jackson, Johnay DE 63 260 San Diego, CA 
SuperPren AlMfar West; Tacoma NewsTibune Western 
4100; PrepStar Preseason AAmeria; amassed 163 tack 
les wit 18 quarterback sacks as a senior, 

Jonson, Cortlen TB 5-9 185 Florissant, MO 
PrepStar and SuperPrep America; rushed 52 times for 
77 yas, (14.8 per cary), scoring 11 TDs. 

Koon, Miles ‘TE 6-5 240 Flower Mound, 1X, 
Prep Football Report AkSouthwest; Houston Chronicle 
Top 100; caught 30 passes for 450 yes. as a senior 
Nemeth, Scott OLB 6-2 220 Aliso Niguel, CA 


USA TODAY Al-America Honorable Mention hanots; Super 
Prep AlFar West: rushed 214 times for 1568 yds. and 27° 
TDs as a senow. 


Rogers, Victor OT 6-6 300 Federal Way, WA. 
Parade, PrepStar, SupePrep and USA TODAY AlLAmet- 
can; Prep Football Report classified him as the No. 
‘offensive lineman in the nation; blocked at 93 percent on 
the offensive line, wii 22 pancake blocks, 45 downfield 
‘locks and 11 touchdown blocks as a Seni, 


Spivey, Marcques TB 6-3 220 ‘Aurora, CO 
rep Football Report AlMidlands; PrepStar AlbSig 12; 
Denver Post Fistteam AlColorado; rushed 79 tes for 
£605 yds. and nine TDS as a senior. 

Wambolt, Mike © 6-4 285 New Holl, CA 
PrepStar AlAmerica: USA TODAY Alkametica Honorable 
Menton; SuperPrep AlHFar West; recorded an. amazing 
239 pancake blocks to go with 10 touchdown blocks, 
Wood, Terrance CB 511470 Pacifica, CA 
PrepStar AbPac 10 Region; Tacoma News-Tnbune. West. 
‘em 100; was in on 56 tackles (32 solo), with 12 pass 
\eflection, two interceptions (one for TD) and four funy 
ble recoveries 25 a senior 

Wright, Note CB 170 San Diego, CA 
PrepStar and SuporPrep Alémerica; PrepStar ranked him 
as the No, 10 athlete in the natlon; totaled Bt tackles 
with fve ints. as & Senior 
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Ed Williams 


substance follows form. “Anyone who walks 

in can see that we are committed to foot- 
ball,” he says of the $10.6 million Jacobson Ath- 
letic Building, which includes 9,000 square feet 
devoted to strength and conditioning. 

The Cyclones had a substantial player in Troy 
Davis, who drew national attention to McCar- 
ney’ program by becoming the first major col- 
lege running back to gain 2,000 yards in 
back-to-back seasons. But the unanimous All- 
American has departed early for the NFL, leav- 
ing Iowa State with little to recommend it. 

Progress is painfully slow for a program that 


E: State coach Dan McCarney is hoping 


has endured seven consecutive losing seasons and 
13 of the last 15. Two years ago, the Cyclones 
ranked 108th in the nation in rushing defense. 
“That'll never happen again, ever,” McCarney 
says. 
Last season, the Cyclones improved to 106th 
in rushing defense. So it goes. 


quarterbacks 


Junior Todd Bandhauer succeeds Todd Dox- 
zon and will give the offense a much different 
look. Doxzon ran options. Bandhauer is a 
thrower. He’ big and strong, with NFL size 
6-3, 226 pounds. 

Bandhauer was pressed into duty as a true 
freshman two seasons ago, starting four games, 
playing in six and completing 42-of-90 passes for 
501 yards and five touchdowns. He also threw 
five interceptions, however, and was sacked 11 
times. Last season, he played sparingly, throwing 
only seven passes. 

Bandhauer gained 20 pounds between 
freshman and sophomore seasons. The addi- 
tional size should come in handy, considering 


he'll be relying on a line devoid of experience 
for protection. 


running backs 


Sophomore Darren Davis, Troy's younger 
brother, will have to rely on that inexperienced 
line for running room, which could significantly 
impact his ability co follow in his brother’ foot- 
steps. 

Darren was the more publicized of the two 
coming out of high school. He's the same size but 
his running style is different. He’s more likely to 
elude tacklers than to attack them. 

In addition to ranking second in the Big 12 in 
kickoff returns as a true freshman, Darren averaged 
ahealthy 6.8 yards per carry on 30 tries and caught 
eight passes for 117 yards and a touchdown. 

Junior Joe Parmentier is the returning starter 
at fullback. Among Parmentier’ nicknames are 
“Human Battering Ram” and “Baby Bull.” He 
caught three touchdown passes a year ago but his 
job is to block. 


receivers 


If Bandhauer has the inclination, and the 
time, to throw the ball, he has a couple of expe- 
rienced receivers to catch it: Ed Williams and 
Tyrone Watley. 

Williams is one of the Big 12’s best receivers 
but has labored in the shadow of Troy Davis. The 
lanky senior is adept at reading defenses and has 
sure hands. He also has exceptional leaping abil- 
ity, plus a willingness to go up and get the ball. 
Watley, a senior, was granted an additional sea- 
son of eligibility following his transfer from 
Pacific, which dropped its football program. He 
has big-play potential, catching 27 passes for 419 
yards and four touchdowns last season. 

The tight ends haven't been used as receivers. 
Junior Damian Gibson, the new starter, has 
caught one pass. 


offensive linemen 


The Cyclones ranked fourth in the Big 12 and 
13th in the nation in rushing, not only because 
of Troy Davis, who was the primary reason, but 
also because of a veteran line. Only one starter, 
senior guard Mart Rahfaldt, returns from a year 
ago, and he is a good one. Rahfaldt has been a 
regular in the line since his freshman year. Only 
two others from last season's two-deep are back, 
however, and neither has played much. 

Senior tackle Kurt Levetzow, a converted 
defensive lineman, is undersized. Junior guard 
Charlie Bogwill, who also began his college 
career on defense, has size but lacks experience. 
Senior tackle Oliver Ross, sophomore guard Bill 
Marsau, and either sophomore Marc Cortez or 
redshirt freshman Ben Burns at center now find 
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the 


themselves full-time combatants in 


trenches. 

Rahfalde will need to assume leadership 
responsibilities in the midst of a group of 
young players likely to find themselves 
matched against bigger and more experi- 
enced opponents. 


The top two defensive units at the end of 
the season included seven freshmen, four of 
whom played in the line. And “this league is 
not built for freshmen,” McCarney says. 

‘That was apparent enough. Iowa State 


ranked 108th in the nation in total defense. 
The Cyclones allowed an average of 36.5 
points per game, ranking 104th. 

Senior Rudy Ruffolo, a third-year starter, 
has settled in at end after being moved 
around during his first two seasons. He's 
even spent time on the offensive line, filling 
in because of injuries. Junior Chin Achebe 
has the size and quickness to be a solid 
end. 

Senior nose guard Greg Schoon has started 
in each of his three seasons. Sophomores 
Antonio Mays and Jack Mitchell are battling 
it out for the other tackle assignment, 


Cyclones Critical Play 


Troy Davis garnered big numbers on plays off play action like the Weak Right 


24 Dive. 


Weak Right 
24 Dive 


i) 


Before Troy Davis, there 

was . . . well, Marv Seiler. On Nov. 
14, 1992, at Cyclone StadiumJack 
Trice Field, Seiler led the Cyclones to 
a 19-10 upset of No. 7-ranked 
Nebraska. Seiler, a fifth-year senior 
making his first collegiate start, went 
into the game with 31 career rushing 
yards, on 51 carries. He rushed for 
144 yards on 24 carries that day 
against the Cornhuskers. 


Sophomore Dave Brcka led the team in 
tackles with 127. He's a smart player on the 
inside, as is senior Michael Cooper on the 
le. Cooper notched 83 tackles, includ- 
ing six for loss. 

Senior Derrik Clark is the big: play, inside 
linebacker with a team-high seven sacks 
among his 115 tackles. 

Sophomore James Elmore, a converted 
fullback, also showed big-play potential at 
outside linebacker in his first season. 


outs 


The Cyclones were about as vulnerable 
to the pass as they were to the run, ranking 
No. 104 in the nation in pass-efficiency 
defense. Their inability to mount a consis- 
tent pass rush up front increased the pres- 
sure on the secondary. 


“Ss The percent of lowa 
*  State’s total offense 
5 that Troy Davis accounted 
* _ for the past two seasons. His 

37 touchdowns were 49.3 percent 
of the Cyclones’ two-year total. 


The starting corerbacks return, Junior 
Dawan Anderson compensates for his 
diminutive stature (5-8) with sprinter's 
speed. He tied for the team lead in inter- 
ceptions with three, two of which he 
returned for touchdowns, an Iowa State 
record. Senior Kevin Hudson will be a 
third-year starter in the other corner. And 
Tracy Williams, also a senior, will have an 
opportunity to step up at strong safety after 
being the top backup. 

The free safety’ job appears to be red- 


shirt freshman Dustin Avey’s to lose. 


Junior Jamie Kohl is a reliable placekicker 
with good range. He was successful on 
nine-of-13 field-goal attempts, including 
four-of-six from 40 to 49 yards. Freshman 
Carl Gomez or sophomore Zac Kimble suc- 
ceeds ace punter Marc Hartis. 
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1997 lowa State Roster 


NO, 
26 
14 
80 
7 
60 
70 
78 
2 
83 
79 
1 
48 
10 


63 
57 
57 
27 
1 
38 


ie) 


SaoBSSSSSRua 


NAME ch. 
Achebe, Chin Oe M2 ie 
‘Anderson, Dawen 58 168 Jr. 
‘Avey, Dustin 63 199 Fr. 
Bandhaver, Todd 63 226 Jr, 
Bartholomew, Brian 62 263 Jr 
Beaudet, Ben 6-4 296 Fr. 
Bernal, Eugene 65 302 Je 
Billings, Chad 60 256 Sr 
Bivins, Gerrick 5-41 177 Sr, 
Boguil, Charlie 6-2 292 J, 
Brantley, Mike 6-2 187 So. 
Broka, Dave 6-2 235 So, 
Brown, Damian 5-11 198 So, 
Bruns, Ben 64 201 Fr 
Brunsvold, Chris 6-3 301 Jn 
Chapman, Matt 64 278 Je 
Chown, Nate 6-0 205 fi, 
Clark, Derik 6-4 245 Sr, 
Cooper, Michael 64 215 Sr. 
Cortez, Mare 6-2 283 So 
Davis, Darren 5-8 189 So, 
Densmore, Doug 5-10 194 Fr, 
Elmore, James 6-2. 229 So, 
Foss, Joe So, 
Geiger, Matt iia 
Gibson, Damian Jr 
Gregg, Cameron So. Hawarden, A 
Grant, Jason Sr. Los Angeles, CA 
Green, Daman Sr, San Bemardino, CA 
Hansen, Mike So. Omaha, NE 
Harken, Rob 50. Waverly, IA 
Harklau, Ryan Fr. Humboldt, 1A. 
Hudson, Kevin Sh Miami, FL 
Jackson, Hez So, Tampa, FL 
Johnson, Jeremy STE Fr. Cedar Rapids, IA 
Jorgenson, Nathan OL St. Johnston, 1A 
Ketleson, Kevin. = OL. Jt West Bend, A 
Kimble, Zac P So, Urbandale, A 
King, Kipwana Je Fort Worth, TX 
Kluver, Cory Jt Ankeny, 1A, 
Knighten, Kemp Hialeah, FL. 
Kohl, Jamie Waukesha, WL 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (5) 


81 Ed Williams (Sr, 3); 8 Daman Green (Sr., 1) 
51. Oliver Ross (Sr., 0); 70 Ben Beaudet (Fr., 0) 
75 Matt Rahfaldt (Sr., 3); 68 Eddie Shufford (Sr., 0) 
73 Mare Cortez (So., 0); 63 Ben Bruns (Fr., 0) 

72 Bill Marsau (So., 4); 76 Jim Tuso (Sr., 0) 

74. Kurt Levetzow (Jr, 2); 78 Eugene Bernal (Sr., 0) 
89 Damian Gibson (Jr, 2); 93 Matt Rysavy (Sr., 2) 
47 Todd Bandhauer (Jr, 21); 12 Mitch Ryerson (Fr., 0) 
42 Joe Parmentier (Jr, 2); 43 Hez Jackson (So., 1) 
2 Darren Davis (So., 1); 10 Damian Brown (So., 0) 
24 Tyrone Watley (St., 1); 83 Gerrick Bivins (Sr, 0) 
45 Jamle Koh! (Jt, 2) 


DEFENSE (9) 


36 James Elmore (So., 1); 44 Ryan Harklau (Fr., 0) 
56 Antonio Mays (So., 4); 74 Jack Mitchell (So., 1) 
90 Greg Schoon (Sr., 2); 57 Chris Brunsyold (Jr., 1) 
97 Rudy Ruffolo (Sr., 2); 92 Terry Thomas (So., 1) 
26 Chin Achebe (So., 2); 50 Kip King (Jr., 2) 

48 Dave Brcka (So., 1); 54 Andre Lee (J, 1) 

14 Derrik Clark (Sr., 1); 38 Michael Cooper (Sr., 3) 


HOMETOWN 
Steubenville, OH 
Hazelerest, IL 
‘Ames; IA 
Crystal River, FL 
Waterloo, |A 
Lake Elmo, MN. 
Sylmar, CA 
Clear Lake, A 
Belleville, IL 
Mortis, 

Long Island, NY 
W. Des Moines, 1A 
Aurora, CO 
Denver, |A 
Forest City, 1A 
Creston, IA 
Boone, !A 
Livermore, A 
Omaha, NE 
Tinley Park, th 
Miami, FL 
Sterling, IL 
‘Smithtown, NY 
Ogden, 1A 
LeMars, 1A 
Marathon, FL 


SRESLESIT 


SRER 
Sas 


14 Dawan Anderson (Jr, 2); 24 Doug Densmore (Fr., 0) 


13 Kevin Hudson (Sr. 2); 19 Kemp Knighten (r., 1) 


‘31 Tracy Williams (Sr., 2); 49 Brandon Rutledge (So., 1) 


32 Preston Rhamy (Sr., 3); 80 Dustin Avey (Fr., 0) 
14 Zac Kimble (So., 0) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


). NAME 
Koerselman, Scott 
Lammert, Todd 
Lee, Andre 
Levetzow, Kurt 
Maloy, Mark 
Manson, Bernard 
Marsau, Bill 
‘Mauga, Aaron 
Mays, Antonio 
McGraw, Grant 
Mitchell, Jack 
Morse, Jim 
O'Brien, Michael 
Parmentier, Joe 
Pelecky, Kyle 
Perfect, Duke 
Ploog, Adam 
Radke, Tom 
Rahfaldt, Matt 
Rank, Josh 
Rhamy, Preston 
Rosenfels, Sage 
Ross, Oliver 
Rutfolo, Rudy 
Rutledge, Brandon 
Ryerson, Mitch 
Rysayy, Matt 
Schoon, Greg 
Shufford, Eddie 
Sloth, Ryan 
‘Thame, Nigel 
‘Thomas, Terry 
Tuetkan, Ti. 


6 Tuso, Jim 


Vettraino, Regi 
Watley, Tyrone 
Welte, Jason 
Weston, Jim 
Willams, Ed 
Willams, Tracy 
Wilson, Kevin 
Yates, Josh 


Dave Breka, 


: Derrik Clark, 7 
awan Anderson, 3 for 84 yards, 2 TDs 


1997 Schedule 


Aug. 30 
Sept. 6 
Sept. 13 
Sept. 20 
Oct. 4 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 25 
Nov. 1 
Nov. 8 
Nov. 15 
Nov. 22 


1996 Record: 


Big Twelve Record: 


CL. HOMETOWN 


Pleasantville, 


iA 


‘Omaha, NE 


Chicago, 
Sabula, 
Williamsburg, 


Hudson, 


iL 
ny 
A 


Miami, FL 
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Dustin Avey, a redshirt freshman, could 


be to 


an exceptional athlete 


lowa State football 


what Fret 


ith size ani 


Hoiberg was to Cyclone fi etball. He’: 
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Ss 
id 


speed, and he appears fo be a lock for 
this year’s starting lineup at the free 


safety position. 


Head Coac! 
7 Dan McCarney 
1997 Signees 
NAME POS, HT. WE HOMETOWN 


‘Alugdah, Malik RB 5-14.220 Staten Isiand, NY 
Received the 1996 Junior Heisman: Trophy; gained 
1,069 yds. on 164 carries as a senior, scoring 14 
TDs. 


Ansley, Breon DB 5-8 165Rowland Hhts., CA 
AllDet Rey League; talled 1,485 yds. and 15 TDs as 
senior, 


Bucksa, 
Gridiron 
senior 


dL G-4 240New Brighton, MIN 
t Bite team; talied 133 tackles as a 


Cunningham, George OL 6-7.255 Algona, 1A 


Aldistrct; albnorthwest; tallied 40 tackles as a 
senior 
Davis, Scott OL 6-8 280 Parkland, FL. 
Allares, 
DeRonde, Kevin LB 6-8 225 Pella, 1A 


The Des Moines Register elite team; iowa Newspaper 
Association Class 3A Player of the Year; tallied 110 
tackles last season. 


Donahue, Brion OL 6-5 265 Alsip, Ik 
‘NiGhicago Cathollc League; honorable mention al 
state 


Fuller, James RB 6-3. 245 Bloomington, Ik 
Rushed for 1,682 yds, on 210 carves with 33 TDs, 


Gomez, Gal = P_—«G-2 198 (Miami, FL 
AHOade County; allstate; averaged 47,7 yds, per 
punt last year, 


Gulletto, Terrence DL 6-5 275 St. Paul, MN 
AlkRegion, 

Hannen, Cory OL 6-6 265 Hiawatha, 1A 
Gedar Rapids Gazette allmetro. 

Hayward, Reggie LB 6-4 220 Dolton, Ik 


1996 Preeason Reebok AlAmerican; allstate; com. 
piled 303 career tackles and 14 sacks as a three: 
year starter 


Jackson, Michael DL 6-2 2450verland Park, KS 
AKMetro; AlLSunflower League; compiled 44 sacks 
‘and 27 tackles for a loss as a Senior. 


Kelly, Andrew OL 6-3 280 —_Knoxvill, 1A 
Firstteam ltstate; collected 45 tackles with sie 
sacks as a senior, 


Kolly, Vince OL 6-6 265 
Altconference; allmetro. 


St, Paul, MN 


Moyer, Ryan DL_ 6-2 260 Northwood, 1A 
The Des Moines Register Elke Team; allstate; com 
piled 96 tackles as a senior, 


Moser, Androw DB 5-11205 — Colesburg, 1A 
Rushed for 2,004 yas: and talied 51 tackles with two 
Interceptions as a senior. 


Moses Jt, Jerry RBWR5-9 165 Waterloo, 1A 
The Des’ Moines Register Elite Team; 
rushed for 1,313 yds, with 14 TDs as a Senior. 


Perryman, William TE 6-4 250. Los Ang 
1G, Grid Wire AAmerica; BLUECHIP tus 
America. 


Petersen, Luke 8 6-3 220 Newton, 1A 
Alkstate; rushed for 850 yds. and 14 TDs last year, 


Runk, Adam  WRDB6-3 475 Stillwater, MN 
USA Toowy Minnesota Player of the Year; tallied 25 
catches for 43:1 yds, and two TDS as a senior. 


Sansale, Adam 


OL 6-4 280 S.St. Paul, MN 
Honorable mention allstate; alleonference 


Stensrud, Andy 
[ova Football Yearbook Class A Player of the Year, 
‘caught 89 passes for 1,474 yds, and 16 scores in 
his career. 


TE 6-9 245 Lake Mills, 1A 


Super, Jay DL 6-4 250 Olathe, KS 
‘Sports Connection firstteam altstate; AllJonson. 
County; recorded 96 tackles and six sacks as 2 
senior 
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Jason Thoren 


1n early December, Glen Mason said he was 

happy at Kansas. By the end of December, he 

was the head coach at Minnesota and ‘Terry 
Allen was the Jayhawks’ head coach, 

Allen, head coach at Northern Iowa for eight 
seasons, also had been a candidate for the Min- 
nesota job. 

“T believe in omens,” he 


id during a news 
conference to announce his hiring. 

There are few signs thac would indicate Allen’ 
immediate success at Kansas, The Jayhawks’ best 
runner, receiver, quarterback and defender of a year 
ago have completed their eligibility. Plus, their best 
offensive lineman, Cleve Roberts, transferred, 


Even so, Allen is optimistic. As he was driving 


down Jayhawk Boulevard soon after arriving in 
Lawrence, he says, “I got goose bumps that ran 


down my spine. 


Now, he’s looking to rebuild an offense that 
will avoid goose eggs on the scoreboard. 


quarterbacks 

Allen's offensive philosophy is based on the pass. 

“We are big play-action people,” he says. 

Senior Matt Johner is the incumbent. He was 
the starter most of last season in large part 
because of injuries to the departed Ben Rutz. For 
the first time since 1989, the 1996 Jayhawks 
gained more yards passing than rushing and set a 
school-record with 17 touchdown passes. Johner 
threw 10 of those passes and went 13 consecutive 
quarters (134 passes) without throwing an inter- 
ception. He was intercepted four times in 185 
attempts for the season. 

Johner's experience notwithstanding, the con- 
sensus is that junior Akili Roberson will have to 
develop quickly if Kansas is to be successful on 
offense. Allen will coach the quarterbacks. 


Brian Beard 


running backs 


‘The departure of June Henley, who rushed for 
1,349 yards and 17 touchdowns, has left a con- 
siderable void. 

“The question is, who have the Jayhawks got to 
run the ball? Part of the answer is senior Eric Vann, 
a distant second to Henley in rushing (a mere 176 
yards in 51 catties) last season. Vann also can be 
used as a receiver out of the backfield. He had 20 
catches for 284 yards and one touchdown. 

After Vann, however, it will be running back 
by committee. Neither senior Eric Galbreath nor 
sophomore Paul Davis has played enough to 
prove himself as a Big 12 ball carrier, Redshire 
freshman Greg Davis has yet to play at all. 


receivers 

Eyen if Allen identifies a quarterback who can 
throw play-action passes, he still has to find 
receivers who can make something happen after 
they catch the ball. The Jayhawks have speed at 
wide receiver, but sophomore John Gordon is 
the only proven pass catcher. He was fourth on 
the team in receptions, with 16 for 240 yards and 
two touchdowns, 

Redshirt freshman Eric Patterson has size and 
was an outstanding high school hurdler. He's 
athletic, having played tight end, running back 
and safety, but untested. Sophomore Michael 
Chandler, who got a start last season, has caught 
only four passes. 

Junior Brian Gray who has caught one pass 
(good for a touchdown), is the only experienced 
tight end, a position at which a redshirt or true 
freshman could emerge. 


offensive linemen 


After the Texas Tech game last season, a frus- 
trated Golden Pat Ruel, then the offensive coor- 
dinator, described the play of the offensive line as 
“next to pathetic.” Allen and his staff are likely to 
be more upbeat in such situations. 

“Lam here to be a players’ coach,” says Allen, 
who has assigned two assistants to the offensive 
line. Junior Justin Glasgow, who came to Kansas 
a walk-on, is the most experienced of the line- 
men. At 6-6 and 300 pounds, he also has the size 
of a Big 12 lineman, something most of his line- 
mates lack. 

Sophomore Dameon Hunt, who started the 
last five games a season ago, is the best of the rest. 
That group consists of sophomore Chris Ennek- 
ing, juniors Shawn Vang and Michael Lies, and 
senior Derrick Chandler, a massive tackle who 
has spent most of his collegiate career as a backup, 


defensive linemen 


Seniors Dewey Houston III and Brett McGraw 
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are returning starters, which is good. They 
were two-thirds of a frone that contributed 
to a ranking of 93rd in the nation against 
the run, which is not good. Then again, 
93rd was slightly better than the Jayhawks’ 
ranking in pass-efficiency defense. 
Houston, a converted tight end, is strong 
against the run. McGraw, the man in the 
middle, is an emotional leader. 
Sophomore Dion Johnson has com- 
mendable quickness and could develop. 
Junior Dan Dercher, normally an excellent 
pass rusher, had a disappointing season not 
only because of injuries but also because 


Tony Blevins 


Brian Beara 


Mason wanted him to bulk up and move 
from outside linebacker to tackle, The 
Jayhawks must figure out a way to at least 
hold their own at the line of scrimmage, 


linebackers 

The play of inside line 
Thoren, a senior and two-y 
dropped off slightly after an outstanding 
sophomore season. His strength is pursuit. 
Thoren and Steve Bratten, an aggressive 
junior, will have to hold their jobs against 
challenges from redshirt freshmen Dariss 
Lomax and Michael Goree. 


Fighting Illini Critical Play 


This is a dropback pass with a hot read on the first inside LB. If the QB reads that 
there is no blitz. His options are to throw to the flat or the curl in the open lane. 


Right Y 


Twos for the 
Record 


With 15 seconds remaining 

in the 1969 Orange Bowl game, 
Kansas stopped a two-point conver- 
sion attempt by Penn State to pre- 
serve a 14-13 lead and what would 
have been a victory. However, Penn 
State converted a second chance 
into two points after officials ruled 
12 Jayhawks were on the field. The 
infamous Twelfth Man Game gave 
Kansas, which had tied for the Big 
Eight title, a 9-2 record. 


Kansas had problems pressuring the 
passer. They could be solved by senior ou 
side linebacker Ron Warner, an aggressive 
pass rusher. Warner is less effective against 
the run, a task better handled by junior 
Patrick Brown, a converted defensive end 
and returning starter at outside linebacker, 
Brown lacks size. But so did former Jay- 
hawk standout Willie Pless, whom Allen 
tried unsuccessfully to lure from Canada to 


coach the position. 

SP tie games in Kansas 

history, an NCAA Division |- 

A record which won't be broken 

given the tie-breaker rule imple- 
mented last season. 


58 is the number of 


defensive backs 

Even though the Jayhawks are experienced 
in the secondary, they need help after allow- 
ing 2,456 passing yards in 1996, more than 
any Big 12 team except’Texas A&M. Kansas 
ranked 98th in the nation in pass-efficiency 
defense, and the Jayhawks were burned for 
18 touchdown passes. Opponents completed 
54.5 percent of their passes. 

Free safety Tony Blevins is a four-year 
starter. Other senior defenders are corne 
back Jason Harris, who intercepted four 
passes, and strong safety Maurice Gaddie. 
Junior Jamie Harris and jMichael Allen 
have both started. 


specialists 

Senior punter Dean Royal ranked 10th 
in the conference with a 38.4 yards-per- 
punt average. This left considerable room 
for improvement. Placekicker Jeff McCord 
decided to forgo his junior season to pursue 
a career in the ministry. The Jayhawks 
recruited Joe Garcia to replace him. Garcia 
set a Kansas high school career record by 
kicking 27 field goals, including 19 as a 
senior, at Olathe North. Vann led the Big 
12 in kickoff returns last season. 
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1996 Record: 4-7 Head Coach: 


997 Kansas Roster Big Twelve Record Terry Allen 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN = 

27 Allen, Michael $S 510190 J, St Louls, MO 18 Johner, Matt QB G1 195 S. Costa Mesa, CA 1997 Signee: 

os ner i co a hi meee cs s arent per DT 64 280 So, Detroit, Ml NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
ishop, Pat i. inderson, Johnson, OLB 62 230 Jr Los Angeles, CA 

28 Blevins, Tony, DB 470 St. Kansas Cty, MO 29 Jones, Manito © 0B 5-9 170 Sr, Hannibal, MO Gamou”. TD. DB. S9 470 Adington, TX 


16 Bowers Tim DB 490 So. Columbus, 0H -Rashima, Kingstby RB 5-10 175 Sol Olathe, KS 
20 Bowles, Mitch DB 170 Las Vegas, NV 74 Knight, Ishmael T 64 330 Fr Tampa, FL. 
54 Bratten, Steve 1B t ‘Avvada, CO 50. Lies, Michael 6 63 275 ht Wichita, KS. Pgeati mec eco aeeeeeaieeee 
47 Brown, Patrick O18 Westerville, OH 60. Lomax, Dariss 1B 6-2 220 RS Kansas City, KS ing 9 socks 
67 Brown, Stan oT ¥ Rint, Mi 44 Macklin, Jonathan RB 5-10 215 J, Kansas City, MO 
35 Bruce, Julius RB : Olathe, KS 59 Maggio, Steve OL 6-4 260 So, Lansing, KS Gofleld, Oeasio WROE 6-3 185 Ft. Myors, FL 
97. Bullock, Victor 1B , FL. Lauderdale, FL 85 MoDermott, Sean TE 6-3 235 Jc FL, Worth, TX state recorded 51 unossitedtachles and GO assists 
TA Chandler, Derrick i t Lynwood, CA 9 McGaughy, Preston WR 6-1 205 Sr, St. Joseph, MO — in his senior season. 

Chandler John OB Norcross, GA 70 McGraw, Brett NT 6-1 280 Sr, 
86 Chandler, Michael WR Kansas City, KS 96 Mitoulas, Peter OLB G4. 245 So Toronto, ON Goleman, Ben DL_ 6-8 280 St. Paul, MN 
82 Coeliner, Chad wR Salina, KS Norris, Charles RB 5-11 .225 So. Unionville, MO. Ateanference 
6 Cook, Bilal 0B 510170 Duquesne, PA 88 Norris, Moran TE 6-2 225 So, Houston, 1X 
22 Cromer Jermaine DB 5-10.165 Jr McKeesport, PA Odum, Wade WR 5-11 185 Jr, Scott City, KS Dwyer, Nate DL 6-8 280 stiwater, MN 
32. Davis, Greg 6-0 220 Denwer, CO Owen, Mare OL 205, Ft, St. LOUIS, MO He ee ee eee 
33. Davis, Paul S-14 180 Cahokia, IL 62 Parks, Jerome 6 250 Jk Detroit, mi“ Toei tesornlcreaies soe 


90 Dercher, Dan 66 260 Jr, Mission, KS Parrott, Brandon = WR. 480 So, San Antonio, TX periison ay Lp 6-4 21D Liberty MO 


Doyle, Chris 6-1 215 Fr Ovetiand Park, KS 12 Patterson, Eric © © WR 6-1 200 RS Long Beach, CA Hi abl 
Enneking, Chris 6-3 260 So. Lawrence, KS 10 Poole, Curtese QB 195 Colmive, Oh Miteliie asia ntiestaren 

Floyd, Terrence 64 295 So, ‘Akron, OH Potter, Derek LB 235 So. Franklin, KY 

Fontenot, Tyrus 5-8 220 So, Houston, TK 26 Randle, Avery 0B 175 Sr. PTE ro ibelowint An Achacgaerelsir tis! 
Gade, Maurice 5-9 190 Sr Detroit MI 5 Rawls, Thad DB 200 So, Pompano, FL__ 488 yd nd 15 TD os a theyear vor performer 
Glasgow; Justin 6-6 315 Jr Topeka, KS. 69 Redhage, Jeff OLB 6-5 240 So, Lincoln, NE_rarMed asthe No 7 we recover nthe Big 12 Reon by 
Gordon, John 5-11 180 So, W.Palm Beach, FL Resnick, Gar WR 460 St Lansing, KS Prstar Magne. 

Goree, Michael 6-2 225 Detroit, Mi Roberson, Aki QB 490 J. Los Angeles, CA 

Gray, Bran 6-3 225 Jn Liberty, MO. 41. Royal, Dean P 180 St MoKinney, TX Gnrel Joo K6-0.-470 Olathe, KS 
Greene, Adan 6-3 290 Jr, Rockledge, FL. 56 Schmict, Bob cl 285. Fr Olathe, KS Set. site reed wih 27 carver eld goals and 133 


‘tra points during his career ranked as the top places 


Gulley, Jason 6-5 255 So, Denton, TX 98 Sharpe, Lamar OLB 245 Jt Akron, OH Seach te sige Faden fh anSar Moweabe 


Hammonds, edie OLB 6-2 220 Paterson, NJ 19 Sykes, Jason DB 5-11 175 So, Kansas Ciy, KS 
Hanak, Jeremy 6-6 240 So, Louisville, CO 38. Thoren, Jason (8 6-2 230 S. Lawrence, KS 

Hancock, Tanner 5-10 160 So. Salina, KS 72 Vang, Shawn 6 275 Wichita, KS | ac Saat Orr ree mee 
Hari, Jamie 5-10175 J Olathe, KS 25. Vann, Exc RB 5-9 205 St, EI Dorado, KS frm is ofosie tace poston ox yar, 

Haris, Jason 5-10 170 Si Fart Worth, TX 99. Wamer Ron OLB 6-3 220. Sr. Independence, KS 

Harts, Kevin 6-3 265 So. Titusville, FL 14 Wegner, Zac QB 220 So, Platte City, MO 4m, Hamfson WR 541475 Wiehita, KS 
Hamilton, Hill 6-2 200 Jn Wichita, KS Williams, Jonny NT 275 So. Oklahoma City, OK Broke the state high schoo! record for career receiving 
Houston Ill, Dewey 6-4 270 Sr. Cahokia, IL Willis, Bonne: TE 280 So. Detroit, MI x88, (3,112), receiving TOs (42) and Ints, (26), 

Hunt, Oameon 6-2 280 So,  Gahanna,0H 40. Wilis Tim RB 6-0 220 St Aliquippa, PA 

Jarvis, Chuck 6-7 290 Fr — SanPedro,CA 3 Wright, Jahmal = DB 175 So.  CuverCiy, CA Ingram, Sean RB_5-9 480 _Denvor, cO 


Dare Pat sas Cip ist shed 7 tne or 83 
Depth Chart Top Returning Leaders 
LeCialr, Andrew LB 6-6 215, ‘Mayville, NO- 


9. and nine TOS 
OFFENSE (3) Passing: Matt Johner, 96~1 h s {USA Toowy Honorable Mention AkAmercan; averaged 13 
Rushing: Eric Vann, 51 car., 176 yds techies a game: 


WR 4 John Gordon (So., 1); 12 Eric Patterson (So., 0) Receiving: Eric Vann, 20 rec., 284 yds., 1 TD 
LT 74 Derrick Chandler (Sr., 2); 50 Michael Lies (Jr., 4) : : as ah nadlditea kere inion ones 
LG 73 Dameon Hunt (So., 4); 66 Maro Owen (Fr., 0) Punting: Dean Royal, 58 punts, 38.4 avg. cut short de 10 eg ir. 

© 68 Chris Enneking (So., 1); 53 Pat Bishop (Sr., 2) Kickin 

RG 72 Shawn Vang (Jr, 1); 59 Steve Maggio (Fr., 0) Tackles: Tony Blevins, 93, i A ee amate 
RT 76 Justin Glasgow (Jt., 1); 78 Chuck Jarvis (Fr., 0) Sacks: Ron Warner, 6 recorded rina sacks as @doensie naman 

TE 84 Brian Gray (Jr., 0); 39 Bonne Willis (So., 0) ceptions: JasoniHarris;Astori0 yards 

QB 18 Matt Johner (Sr., 3); Akilli Roberson (Jr., 0) Hele ¥ opetaeh AIaK 8 AeA am Lon A aeece 


‘Thwew for over 3.200 yds, and 23 TDs in two seasons at 


RB 44 Jon Macklin (Jr, 1); 35 Julius Bruce (Jr. 1) Southwest hinior Coleg, 
RB 25 Eric Vann (Sr., 2); 33 Paul Davis (So., 1) 1997 Schedule 
WR 86 Michael Chandler (So., 1); 82 Chad Coellner (So., 1) Aug. 28 UAB ecg ar ee Ae 
Sept.6 TCU 
K Joe Garcia (Fr., 0) ope 43. Missa selection 
: uri 
Sept. 20 @ Cincinnati » Qui DB 5-10 175 St, Louis, MO 
DEFENSE (8) Ostia? ioklahoma Avago! slttit; ait ed he 8 aie eto 
Gee ae “We Texee Tech axon ith £1, anor and five a 9 sore. 
DT 93 Adrian Greene (Jr. 1); 68 Dion Johnson (So., 1) Oct, 18 @ Colorado Sia ake nee ee 
, : , clair Spins, 
NTE CO} Brett MeGraw (Sk; and John ae (Sout) Oct. 25 Nebraska Pazar ,096 a Te whe tg tots 
DT 83 Dewey Houston (Sr., 3); 90 Dan Dercher (Sr., 1) Noval WlowalState than 700 yas, ond 18 TDs as a senor, oo meraged 
LB 47 Pat Brown (Jr, 2); 45 J.J, Johnson (ir., 1) Nov.8 @ Kansas State aie tea Dap aN SA, Tee eta 
LB 38 Jason Thoren (Sr., 3); 60 Dariss Lomax (F'., 0) Nov.15 @ Texas 
LB 54 Steve Bratten (Ir. 2); 52 Tyrus Fontenot (So., 1) Stevenson, son OL 6-3 275. Kleen TX 
ional Recrltng Adar os 

LB 99 Ron Warmer (Sr., 2); 95 Jeremy Hanak (So., 1) Rising Star pens abet dase at cere S402 
CB 23 Jason Harris (Jr., 2); 20 Mitch Bowles (So., 1) Akili Roberson threw for 3,200 yards [jalan 
CB 37 Jamie Harris (So., 1); 29 Manolito Jones (Sr., 2) and 23 touchdowns in two Seasons at |//—//—ii'i/-:'./--t sr 
SS" 24’ Maurice Gadde (3r,,2);-27 Michael Allen (Jt, 2) Southwest Community College in Los [AUSINMMte annotate mince.) 
FS 28 Tony Blevins (St, 3); 6 Bila} Cook (So., 1) Angeles. He's been compared to former [iiiaiiiiiiadinaalal 
P 41 Dean Royal (St., 3) Jayhawk quarterback Mark Williams, 
(indicates numberof return starters who led the 1995 team to a 10-2 record |UMMnMAMn miami ecm tenn 


BOLD indicates returning starters ul 
Number after class indicates letters won and Top 10 ranking. 22 TDs; The Dallas Morning News Top 100. 


: 
: 


Mark Sim 


y now, it should be evident that Bill Sny- 
B: program is in for the long haul. 
Kansas State has the endorsement of an 
authority on sustained success, Nebraska coach 
‘Tom Osborne. 
“This is not a fluky thing,” Osborne says. “Its 
a solid program.” 

Since 1993, Snyder's Wildcats have a com- 
bined record of 37—10-1 with four consecutive 
bowl appearances. The problem is, Big 12 
North-Division rivals Nebraska and Colorado 
have compiled slightly better records during the 
same stretch. In Snyder's eight seasons, Kansas 
State has yet to defeat either team. 


joneau 


A victory against Nebraska or Colorado, or 
both, would solidify the Wildcats’ credibility, but 
Kansas State must replace key players on both 
sides of the ball, including All-America corner- 
back Chris Canty, who has bypassed his senior 
season in favor of the NFL. 


quarterbacks 


‘The Wildcats will have their fourth starting 
quarterback in as many seasons, following the 
departure of Brian Kavanagh. The choice will 
probably be sophomore Jonathan Beasley, who 
has the skills to provide Snyder with some stabil- 
ity at the position for the next three seasons. 

Beasley is more athletic and mobile than his 
predecessor and will be a threat to run as well as 
pass, He played in eight games as a true fresh- 
man, with his best performance coming against 
Nebraska, 

Beasley replaced Kavanagh for the final play of 
the third quarter, a third-and-four situation, and 
immediately made his presence felt by eluding 
the Cornhusker pass rush and gaining 6 yards. He 
carried four more times, finishing with a rushing 


net of 40 yards, Kavanagh was dropped for a net 
of 170 yards in losses last season. Beasley has the 
maneuverability to alleviate that problem. 


running backs 


sas State has improved its running game, 
utilizing more two-back sets to take pressure off 
the quarterback. Even so, the Wildcats need to 
get better. They ranked last in the Big 12 and 
75th nationally in rushing offense, averaging 
only 135.9 yards per game. 

The return of senior Eric Hickson, who was 
lost last season because of a broken leg, will help. 
Hickson not only averaged 5.2. yards per carry as 
a sophomore, he’s an emotional leader, Senior 
Mike Lawrence picked up the load, rushing for 
982 yards and 10 touchdowns, He was second on 
the team in pass receptions with 27 for 173 yards. 

Junior fullback Brian Goolsby is. athletic 
enough thata year ago there was talk he might be 
used on defense as well as offense. He even prac- 
ticed some with the defensive ends. 


wide receivers 


Kansas State thinks it has recruited well at this 
crucial position. Senior Andre Anderson, a con- 
verted running back, is the best of the returnees. 
He was third on the team in receptions, with 23 
for 309 yards and five touchdowns, Junior Troy 
Hackney caught only two passes, one of which 
(from Beasley) was good for 57 yards and a 
touchdown, the season's longest, 

Among the newcomers are lanky junior col- 
lege transfers Everett Burnett and Darnell 
McDonald, Burnett has sprinter’s speed, 
McDonald caught 73. passes for Garden City 
(Kan.) Community College. Senior tight end 
Jarrett Grosdidier is a threat to catch the ball as 
well as block. 


offensive linemen 

‘The line was regarded by some as the best in 
school history. But this seasons front could be 
better. Three bowl-game starters return, includ- 
ing tackles Todd Weiner, a senior, junior Ryan 
Young, and junior guard Jeremy Martin, In addi- 
tion, senior Kendyl Jacox also started the season 
before he suffered a leg injury. 

Weiner plays on the left, protecting the quar- 
terback’s blind side. Young is a massive presence 
on the right. Martin is versatile and can fill in 
anywhere on the line. Jacox has been moved 
from guard co center. Sophomore fan Moses is 
among the top candidates for the other starting 
job. He's big, strong and bright. 


defensive linemen 


‘The Wildcats are thin on the defensive line, 
where senior tackle Jerome Evans is the only 
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returning starter. Despite his considerable 
size, Evans is active and has run the 100 
meters in 11.3. He had 12 tackles-for-losses 
among his 80 tackles, 2 1/2 sacks and two 
fumble recoveries as a junior. 

Sophomore Damion McIntosh has 
everything but experience, a quality that 
will be lacking elsewhere up front. Sopho- 
more Darren Howard, who could develop 
into one of the better pass rushers in the Big 
12, missed spring practice because of a knee 
sprain. Hell be one end, with the other 
probably a junior college transfer or pee 
bly incoming freshman Monty Beisel, 


Parade All-American from Douglass, Kan. 


linebackers 


With returning starters Travis Ochs, a 
junior, and Mark Simoneau, a sophomore. 
the linebackers are as experienced as th 
line is inexperienced. Ochs was a candi- 
dare for the Butkus Award. He's not big 
but he’s very active and athletic. 


was the coaches’ choice as con- 
shman Defensive Player of the 
Year” after finishing second on the team in 
tackles with 111. Healso had 3 sacksand 1 


Wildcats Critical Play 


Normal yardage play with four receivers to stretch the defense, starting flow in 
one direction vs. a two gap Linebackers and bending back to a void area. 


Inside 
Bentiback 


@ 


@_ 


op 


Wildcats Return 
To Winning 


On Oct. 30, 1993, Kansas 
State defeated 13th-ranked Okla- 
homa 21-7, ending the Sooners’ 22- 
game winning streak against the 
Wildcats. It capped a three-week 
stretch during which the Wildcats 
pushed sixth-ranked Nebraska to the 
limit before losing 45-28, then 
played 16th-ranked Colorado to a 
16-16 tie. The season was Kansas 
State’s best since 1910. The Wild- 
cats were 9-2-1, with their first bowl- 
game victory, 52-17 against 
Wyoming in the Copper Bowl. 


ar 


Junior Joe Bob Clements, who came to 
the Wildcats as a walk-on, is the most expe- 
rienced of the other returnees. Junior Jeff 
Kelly, a transfer from Garden City 
Community College, could have an imme- 
diate impact. He has size and big-play 
potential. He was credited with 169 
tackles. 


defensive backs 


Defense has been a significant reason for 
Kansas State's success under Snj 
talented secondary has been a signature. 


The standard is high. 


The estimated num- 

ber of Kansas State 

fans who made the trip to 

Dallas for the Wildcats’ Cot- 

ton Bowl game against BYU last 
Jan. 1. 


Senior cornerback Demetric Denmark is 
the only returning starter from the bowl 
game. He started the final three regular-sea 
son games after Joe Gordon was sidelined 
by a leg injury. Denmark, who broke up 14 
passes, has sprinter’ speed. 

After Denmark, nice drops signifi- 
cantly. Sophomores Lamar Chapman and 
Lin Dotson played some, as did senior 
Monty Spiller. Buc the Wildcats must look 
for help from, among others, redshirt fresh- 
man Adrian Beard and junior college trans- 
fer Keith Black, a track sprinter. Black has 
the skills to fit the tradition. 


specialists 

Junior James Garcia was third in the Big 
12, averaging 44.3 yards per punt. He was 
just short of the school record (44.7). Junior 
placekicker Martin Gramatica returns after 
ing last season because of a knee injury, 
suffered in an August practice. Gramatica 
has good range and has made 13-of-19 field 
goals in his career, 


per 
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1996 Record: 9-3 
ig Twelve Recor 


Head Coach 
Bill Snyder 


1997 Signees 


Kensington, KS NAME POS. HT. WT, HOMETOWN 
Wathena, KS gelsel, Monty DE 6-4 240 Douglass, KS 
Beloit, KS 1995 ‘Parade AlLAmercan; PrepStar AllAmerca: 
Stilwell, KS. National Reeruting Advisor AlLAmerica: honoreble 
Liberty, MO Memon AIKUSA by USA Toon; rushed for 2,127 yds. 
Rock if, sc 204 2810s as 2 snio, 
Houston, 1X Blhop, Michael QB 6-3 495 Wills, TX 
TX Listed as-ane of the top three junior college quart 
Hollywood, FL ecks by PrenStar, SuperPrep's No. 2rated JC QB 
Ravenna, OH averaged 221 yds. passing per game a5 a senior jn 
Pittsburg, KS 


high school 
Olathe, KS 


NO. NAME 

33. Allen, David 

25 Anderson, Andre 

34 Beard, Advian 

18 Beasley, Jonathan 

2 Black, Keith 

57 Brame, Da'Von 

83. Burnett, Everett 

10. Burton, Zac 

53. Bush, Mike 

35 Carter, Dyshod 

47 Chapman, Lamar 

24 Charles, Marion 

28. Claybon, Chris 

46 Clements, Joe Bob 

5 Conley, David 

40. Cooper, Jarrod 

63. Cummings, Ryan 

58. Cummins, Randall 

29, Denmark, Demetri 

14 Dotson, Edwin Lin 

98. Evans, Jerome 305 
27 Gangwish, Matt S11 225, 
16 Garcia, James 62 195 
47 Glaser, Troy 5-40 170 
30. Goolsby, Brian 63 245 
10 Gramatica, Martin 5-9 160 
82. Grosdidier, Jarett 65 250 
8B Hackney, Troy 6-1 200 
73. Hanley, Brien 6-3 325 
27 Havick, Jacob 5-10 165 
419 Helm, Adam 

66 Hess, Chis 

24 Hickson, Eric 

45 Hil, Spencer 

72 Hotz, Adam 

89 Houston, Policia 

49 Howard, Darren 

84 Jackson, Brian 

74 Jacox, Kendyl 

91 Jimenez, Ben 

36 Johnson, Chris 

54 Kazer, Jason 

32. King, Derek 

62_Knowles, Brandon 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (7) 


HOMETOWN cL. 
Liberty, MO. 20. Lawrence, Mike Sr. 
W.Palm Bch., FL 52. Levin, Spencer So. 
St. Charles, MO Ubel, Brice Fr. 
Glendale, AZ 43. Litton, Travis 215 So. 
Elmont, TX 9 Lund, Tom Fr 
Aurora, CO 78 Martin, Jeremy de 
St.Louis, MO 96 McCoy, Niljah J 
Clay Center, KS McCray, Clint Fr, 
Stillwell, KS Meintosh, Damion So. 
Denver, CO. Meintyre, David It 
Liberal, KS Meier, Shad Fr 
Kansas City,MO 42 Milne, Jeremy fr Black, Keith DB 510180 Elmont, TX 
Tulsa, OK Molitor, Bill Jr, Andale, KS AlltSouthwest Football Conference; led the: Texas 3A 
Emporia, KS 79 Moses, lan So. schools in interceptions in 1993 with 42. 
St. Louis, MO Gq. Munson, Mike - TX Bumett, Everett WR 6-3 195 St Louls, MO 
Pearland, TX 9. Nabours, Brian ae Stilwell, KS. Alkmetto allstate; as a freshman at Kemper Miltary, 
Kansas Giy, MO 0 Ochs, Trav te Se overland Park, Kg Sesh 30 passes for B15 ys. (17.1 ave) 
CedarHil, X31 payne, Ryan fa S Sali, kg teh Jerametius DB 6-0 170 Dallas, TX 
Winter Haven, FL 26, Peries, Gavin WR t, S,Pasedena, CA Big nie lstated Amero. 
St. Louis, MO Hasiate iy Se. Koreas civ Mio. lth, Bandon ATH 6-5_ 205 Valey Cente KS 
Waco, TX , Bruce | . q Firstteam AlLBig 12 Region by PrepStar,AliBig 12 
Shelton, NE 52 Reves, Grant T Fr. Richardson, TX Area by National Recnutng Advisor, caught 37 
f Rheem, Jamie K So. Wichita, KS 


passes for 690 yds, and nine TDs. 
Victorias 1% g7 Ries, David WR So. St.Louis, MO 


Deity, KS Eby, Andy OL 6-4 260 
Dodge iy, kg 85. Robison, Deardea WR Jt. Florissant, MO Allstate; PrepSta AlBig 12 Region. 
a Simoneau, Mark LB So. Smith Center, KS 


Everly Efe DL_ 6-6 315. Fort Osage, MO 
aes er Ke 97 Simpson, Brandon DE 1. Grandview, MO. Presta aria: Soparrep Amer; hat 42 
Hays, KS Smith, Cody Lee QB Sr. Thousand Oaks, CA Eee SiG ois wane eK 
Jeffersonvile, IN, Spiller, Monty FS Se Dallas, TK Optoma City Payer ofthe Yarn 1898; Superrep 
Oakland, IA 81 Stephenson, Milford fe Houston, TX america; PrepStar America; Tom Lemming Al 
}. Overland Park, KS Stone, Tige G Jr. Goodland, KS America; ranked No. 2 Skill Athlete in the nation by 
fae Poctiontas? Swift, Justin TE Jt. Overland Park, KS SuperPrep; rushed for 1,895 yds. and 21 TDs in 1996. 
Fu Lauderdale; FL 37 ‘Tolbert, Charles © RB_ «5-10 175 So, Victoria, TX Manley Gren OL 6-3 325. Jetfersonvil, IN 
Emporia, KS 39.Utban, John K 5-9 175 J. Shawnee, KS BLUECHIP lusirated Top 50 selection; SuperPea Top 
Papillion, NE Vidricksen, Casey QB 6-2 210 Salina, KS 
Wehrman, Casey LB G1 210 Derby, KS 


50 selection; USA Toot honorable mention AbAMer 
Denver, CO ia as 0 sénior; NICAA AlLAmerican by J.C, Grdwire, 

St. Petersburg, FL Wehrman, Shelby LB 5:10 200 Derby, KS 

Coral Springs, FL 


Horvin, tsaac DB. 6-1. 190 Ft. Myers, FL 
s BLUECHIP Mustrated AtAmenca; had 91 caries for 
Hays, KS 75. Weiner, Todd Tees en 856 ys. as 8 sophomore at Garden Cty 
Dallas, TX Wight, J.W. WR 63 200 Burlingame, KS 
Wichita, KS 38 Wiliams, David 0B «5-9 161 Syeeny. TX aan a oe Sin orien Seren 
Chickasha, OK Williams, Turelle 1B 6-2 220 St. Louis, MO. : 
Manhattan, KS Woodard, Jesse TE 63 220 Goodland, KS 
Hutchinson, KS. 


jn 1996, 
Kelly, Jeff 1B 6-2 240 LaGrange, TX 

Fort Meade, FL Wright, Jon LSTE SS 215 

E} Dorado, KS Young, Ryan T 320 St. Louis, MO 


Frtlesm J.C, AbAnerie: Jayhawk Conerence 
Top Retuming Leaders 


Defensive Player of the Year, rated No. 4 line 
‘backer in the country by J.C. Gridwire. 

Passing: Jonathan Beasley 418-4, 17D 

Rushing: Mike Lawrence, 209 car., 982 yds., 10 TDs 


HOMETOWN 
Carol City, FL 


Olathe, KS 


Leber, Ben 1B 6-3 235 Vermillion, SD 
Parade Al-American; honorable mention AILUSA by 
USA Topsy, rushed for 1,350 yds. 85 a senior. 

Lockett, Aaron WR 5-9 160 Tulsa, OK 
Tulsa Word AllState; totaled more than 650 yds. 


WR 88 Troy Hackney (Jr., 1); 83 Everett Burnett (J, 0) 


LT 75 Todd Weiner (Sr., 2); 63 Ryan Cummings (Fr., 0) 


LG 78 Jeremy Martin (Jr., 2); 60 Mike Munson (Jr., 0) 
© 74 Kendyl Jacox (Sr., 3); 69 Brian Nabours (Jr., 0) 
RG 70 lan Moses (So., 1); 65 David Mcintyre (Jr., 1) 


Receiving: Mike Lawrence, 27 rec., 173 yds. 


Scoring: Mike Lawrence, 10 TDs, 60 points 
Punting: James Garcia, 51 punts, 44.3 avg 
Kicking: Jamie Rheem, 4-8 FGs, 43-43 XP 
Tackles: Mark Simoneau, 111, 63 solo 


receiving with eight TD catches in 1996, 
Leung:Wai, Ricky DL_6-2 260 San Diego, CA 
ALFoothll League; second-team AltAmerican; had 94 
tackles and 13 sacks at Grossmont (5A) CC. 

MoCoy, Niljah DL 6-4 275 Rock Hil, SC 
Firstteam AllJayhawk Conference; secondteam J.C. 


AllAmerica; had 90 tackles, including 12 sacks as a 
sophomore in 1996, 

MeDonald, Damell WR 6-4 495 College Park, GA 
Honorable mention J.C. AltAmerica by J.C. Gridwire; 
firstteam AllJayhawk Conference; second in the 
ation among junior college players with 73 catches 
for 1,165 yes, 


RT 76 Ryan Young (Jr., 2); 59 Grant Reves (Fr., 0) 

TE 82 Jarrett Grosdidier (Sr, 3); 86 Justin Swift (Jr., 2) 
QB 18 Jonathan Beasley (So., 1); 19 Adam Helm (So., 1) 
FB 30 Brian Goolsby (Jr., 2); 27 Matt Gangwish (Sr., 1) 
TB 20 Mike Lawrence (Sr., 3); 21 Marion Charles (Jr., 1) 


Sacks: Mark Simoneau, 3.5 
Interceptions: Lamar Chapman, 4 for 30 yards 


1997 Schedule 


Sept. 6 |. Illinois McMillan, Julius WR 5-11.170 Altus, OK 

WR 25 Andre Anderson (Sr, 2); 85 DeAndrae Robinson (Jr., 0) Sept. 13 Ohio Parade AllAmerican; honorable mention AILUSA by 
i : i . - USA Toow; PrepStar Dream Team 

K 15 Jamie Rheem (So., 1); 10 Martin Gramatica (Jr., 0) Sept. 27 Bowling Green nineteen cues othe RS 
Oct. 4 @ Nebraska Secoriteam ol'stte;alleague 

Neasian, Gerald DB $1080 Anthony, FL 

DEFENSE (%) Oct. 14 Missouri core thre ee yes 

Oct.18 Texas A&M tion J.C. AlkAmerica; JUCO AllAmerica by National 

DE 53 Mike Bush (Jr., 1); 96 Nilijah McCoy (Jr., 0) Oct. 25 @ Oklahoma pera ica ‘contributed 1,281 allpurpose 

DT 77 Damion Mcintosh (So., 1); 91 Ben Jimenez (So., 0) Nov.1 @ Texas Tech Procisa Mien. DB E2460. St Lone, MO! 

DT 98 Jerome Evans (Sr., 1); 46 Joe Bob Clements (Jr., 2) Nov.8 Kansas Superten Al¥merian;poorable mention ALUSA 

i fy USA Toby, had 45 tales and 6 its. n 1996, 
DE 49 Darren Howard (So,, 1); 43 Travis Litton (So., 0) Nee a sale es raicrieieeben ipl asearaet peti 


LB 50 Travis Ochs (Jr, 2); 5 David Conley (Jr., 2) 

LB 44 Turelle Williams (So., 1); 51 Casey Wehrman (Sr., 2) 
LB 42 Mark Simoneau (So., 1); 32 Derek King (Jr., 2) 

CB 29 Demetric Denmark (Sr., 1); 35 Dyshod Carter (Fr., 0) 
CB 2 Keith Black (Jr., 0); 34 Adrian Beard (Fr., 0) 

SS 9 Monty Spiller (Sr., 2); 40 Jarrod Cooper (Fr., 0) 

FS 17 Lamar Chapman (So., 1); 14 Lin Dotson (So., 1) 


P 16 James Garcia (Jt., 2) 
(#) indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD incoates returning strters 
Number aftr class Incas letters won 


Honorable mention AILUSA by USA Tooay, SuperPrep 
AllMidlands pick 

Robinson, DeVane DL 6-3 260 Midwest City, OK 
PrepStar AlLAmerica; SuperPrep AllAmerica; Tom Lem- 
ning AlMAmerica; honorable mention ANWUSA by USA 
Too, had 435 tackles with seven sacks in 1996, 
Rowo, Andras DL 6-2 275 Boca Raton, FL. 
Firstteam All-layhawk Conference. 

Scott, Cephus DB 6-2 190 Galveston, TX 
Fistteam AllJayhawk Conference; honorable mention 
AlAmerica; had 84 tackles and four ints. last year, 
Williams, Melvin DE 6-4 240 St, Louls, MO 
FrepStar Al'Big 12 Region; allstate; had 78 solo 
tackles and 16 quarterback sacks as a senior 


Sophomore Darren Howard is ready to 
step up at defensive end after playing in 


nine games as a backup last season. He 
has the size and quickness to become 
the Wildcats’ best pass rusher. 


ISSOUN Tigers 


= 


Brock Olivo 


efore the season finale against rival 
Kansas, Missouri coach Larry Smith 
noted that if the Tigers were to win and 
finish with five victories, it would be “like climb- 
ing a mountain — overnight.” 

They did it, but don't look for them to ease 
down the other side this season. For now, Smith 
would be satisfied if his thin and inexperienced 
program could avoid the fate of Sisyphus, 
the mythological character doomed to roll 
a heavy rock up a slope only to see ie roll back 
down. 

Heading into his fourth season at the helm, 
Smith believes his Tigers have made some 


progress, but haven't reached the point where 
they can count bowl wins instead of moral 
victories. 

“We don't have bad practices 
Smith says. 


quarterbacks 

Junior Corby Jones is well suited to Smith's 
option offense. He's a strong runner, rushing for 
742 yards and nine touchdowns a year ago. His 
emergence as starter prompted backups Kent 
Skornia and John McArthur to transfer, to 
Southern Illinois-Carbondale and Northwestern 
respectively. 

Jones’ passing, though improved, is less than 
satisfactory, Despite throwing only three inter- 
ceptions, he ranked 11th among Big 12 quarter- 
backs in passing efficiency. 

Considering the physical pounding an option 
quarterback takes, Jones’ backup will likely get 
an opportunity. Redshirt freshman Ryan Dou- 
glass, son of former Chicago Beats quarterback 
Bobby Douglass, figures to be that backup — by 
default if not by abilic 


anymore,” 


running backs 


Senior Brock Olivo has become something of 
a folk hero to Missouri fans because of his work 
ethic, He’s not an All-America candidate, or even 
a good bet to be first-team all-conference. He's 
not particularly fast. But he does a little bit of 
everything with commitment and enthusiasm. 

Olivo led the Tigers in rushing with 749 yards 
and five touchdowns, and was second in pass 
receptions with 22. He needs 260 yards to 
become Missouri’s career rushing leader. Olivo 
also plays on special teams and would probably 
play defense if asked. 

The running game also features junior Devin 
West, Olivo’s backup, a 215-pound 4.4 speedster 
who attacks the corner with gusto. West started 
four games in 1996 and contributed 652 rushing 
yards to the team total. 

Senior fullback Ernest Blackwell is a 6-3, 235 
pounder with 4.4 speed and tailback skills. One 
of Blackwell’s five touchdowns last season came 
on an 81-yard run at Baylor. He steals playing 
time fom a 276-pound guard in the backfield, 
senior Ron Janes. 


receivers 

‘The Tigers don’t have a proven deep threat at 
wide receiver, Senior Ricky Ross showed signs of 
that ability before suffering a broken ankle last 
season. Whether he can compete is still conje 
tut 

If Missouri is to use more double-tight end 
alignments, young players must step up to join 
junior Jake Stueve, who was sidelined by a knee 
injury suffered in the third game. Rangy Jayson 
Hughes, a redshirt freshman, has speed but no 
experience. 


offensive linemen 


Missouri ranked third in the Big 12 and ninth 
in the nation in rushing, gaining 2,758 yards, 
the second-highest total in school history. Much 
of the credit goes to the line. 

“When we got here three years ago, our line 
couldn't move a dime out of the way,” 
Smith says. 

Senior guard Mike Morris, who has 28 con- 
secutive starts, is an all-conference-caliber run 
blocker. He's joined by senior Travis Biebel, 
juniors Todd Neimeyer and Cliff Smith and 
sophomore Rob Riti, a weight-room regular who 
moved from guard to center in the spring. All 
have starting experience. 

Coach Smith is willing to sactifice weight for 
athleticism in recruiting offensive linemen, 
which is apparent in this group. He’ also to 
the point where he can afford to redshirt 
linemen. 
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The line must carry the defense while a 
young secondary matures. However, the 
Tigers don’t have the size to hold up against 
big offensive lines such as those at Nebraska 
and Colorado. That helps to explain why 
Missouri ranked 85th in the nation in rush- 
ing defense, 77th in total defense and 95th 
in scoring defense last season. There is 
ample room for improvement. 

Defensive coordinator Moe Ankney 
describes senior tackle Brian Cracraft as one 
of the nation’ best at his position, for his 
size (6-3, 257). Cracraft relies on his quick- 


ness and speed in order to get the job done. 

Junior Justin Wyatt, a potent pass rusher, 
has moved from end to guard. Donnell 
Jones returns at nose tackle, Sam Josue is 
the end and Shawn Sundall is the bandit 
All three are seniors. 


Weak-side linebacker Barry Odom, a 
sophomore, makes up for what he lacks in 
size with speed. He was a high school run- 
ning back and a two-time Oklahoma state 
champion in the 400 meters. He has 4.47 
speed in the 40, and he doesn’t run away 


Tigers Critical Play 


To take advantage of quard Mike Morris, perhaps the best player on offense, 
he pulls on this play designed to wear a defense down. 


Tackle Power 
Playz 


Buffs Spoil Upset 40L 
With Five Downs 
On Oct. 6, 1990, at Mis- 
souri’s Faurot Field, the Tigers were 
thwarted in their attempt to upset 
eventual national champion Colorado 
when an officiating error gave Col- 
orado a fifth down. Buffaloes quar- 
terback Charles Johnson spiked the 
ball on what was fourth down at the 
‘Lyard line to stop the clock with two 
seconds remaining, then snuck over 
right tackle on fifth down for a touch- 
down and the 33-31 victory. 


from collisions. In Odom’s debut as a starter 
against Iowa State, he made 18 tackles, 
including a sack, and forced a fumble. 

Kevin Ford, a senior, is bigger than 
Odom but not as fast. He was moved from 
the bandit position back to strong-side line- 
backer in the spring. 


Senior cornerback Shad Criss is the best 
the defense has to offer. He’ the team’s 
fastest player, having been timed at 4.25 in 
the 40, a school record. His quickness 
enhances his ability to cover receivers one- 


on-one, and he’s an aggressive tackler. 


Rb Vise Percent of the Tigers’ 

\ net rushing yardage 

returning from last season, 

thanks, in part, to the transfer of 

two quarterbacks whose combined 
rushing total was minus-43 yards. 


Junior Randy Potter and sophomore 
Carlos Posey are also speed demons at cor- 
ner. Strong safety Caldrinoff Easter, a 
junior, is reliable in run support. Free safety 
Harold Piersey can cover man-to-man, hav- 
ing played the nickel back role as a sopho- 
more last season. Piersey is a better pass 
defender than his predecessor, DeMontie 
Cross, but Cross had more big-play ability. 

Missouri intercepted only nine passes last 
season, contributing to a dreadful turnover 
ratio ranking of 106th among NCAA Divi- 


sion -A teams. Opportunistic they were not. 


Sophomore Vince Sebo, who kicks bare- 
foot, averaged 45 yards per punt last season 
but didnt have enough punts to qualify for 
NCAA statistics. He has a strong leg but 
needs to work on technique. Freshman Jason 
Sproull was recruited to be the No. 1 place- 
kicker. The job is his to lose. 

Kickoff and punt return duties will be 
handled by West and Potter respectively. 
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WR 4 Ricky Ross (Sr., 4); 87 Eddie Brooks (Jr, 2) 


1996 Record: 5-6 


Twelve Record 


HOMETOWN 
Blue Springs, MO 
St. Charles, IL 

St. Paul, MN 

Blue Springs, MO 
St. Louis, MO 

St. Louis, MO 
Eureka, MO 
Chillicothe, MO 
Blue Springs, MO 
Grand Prairie, TX 
Harbour City, CA 
Mesa, AZ 
Denison, TX 
Springfield, MO 
Lake Forest, Ik. 
Houston, TX 
Dallas, TX 
Denison, TX 

. Belleville, IL 
« Overtand Park, KS 
Los Angeles, CA 
St. Joseph, MO 
Inglewood, CA 
Vernal, UT 
Belleville, IL 
Ballwin, MO 
Bowling Green, MO. 
Kansas City, MO 

r Corpus Christi, TX 
Clarence, MO 
Tempe, AZ 
Columbia, MO 

St, Louis, MO 
Miami, FL 

St. Louis, MO 
Kirkwood, MO 
Knob Noster, MO 
St, Joseph, MO 
Peculiar, MO 
Chillicothe, MO 
‘Aurvasse, MO 


HOMETOWN 
Barge, Jared Madison, NE 
Bennet, Luke 
Benton, Sean 
Blebel, Travis 
Binion, Terrence 
Blaok, DeVaughn 
Blackwell, Emest 
Brooke, Jeremy 
Brooks, Eddie 
Carrzal, Paul 
Coleman, Torey 
Cracraft, Brian 
Criss, Shad 
Dolan, Charles 
Douglass, Ryan 
Easter, Caldrinoff 
Erickson, Steve 
Ford, Kevin 
Geiger, Tim 
Glauberman, Joe 
Green, Keleon 
Haasis, David 
Hawes, William 
Hawkes, Matt 
Heimburger, Craig 
Henderson, Mitch. 
Hendricks, Harold 
Hickman, Philip 
Hughes, Jayson 
Janes, Ron 
Johnson, Rashid 
Jones, Corby 
Jones, Donnell 
Josue, Samuel 
Knickman, Scott 
Layman, Kent 
Lewis, Jason 
MoCamy, Daniel 
‘McKeown, Brian 
Marriott, Jeff 
Martin, Chad 


Mazuch, Barry Fr 
Meredith, Chris 285 Jt. St, Joseph, MO 
Mingucci, Pat 266 So. Jefferson City, MO 
Mittelstadt, Tim 271 It. Kansas City, MO 
Mortis, Jamie 228 Sr Columbia, MO 
Morris, Mike 310 Sr Brookfield, MO 
Murchison, Jay 195 St, Richmond, VA 
Neimeyer, Todd 296 Jr. Brookfield, MO 
Odom, Barry 220 So, Ada, OK 
Olivo, Brock 214 St. Washington, MO 
Fiersey, Harold 179 Jr. Kansas City, KS 
Pipkin, Neil 232 Fr Moore, OK 
Posey, Carlos 193 So. Baton Rouge, LA 
Potter, Randy 4179 J, St. Louis, MO 
Proctor, Nathan 241 Fr Seattle, WA 
Puyear, Chris 182 So. Chesterfield, MO 
Rhodes, Ricardo 5-6 477 Fr St Louis, MO 
Ridgley, Tim 64 302 So, High Hill, MO 
Riti, Rob 6-3 271 So. Florissant, MO 
Roberson, Andre 5-10 168 Fr Houston, TX 
Ross, Ricky 6-0 181 Sr, Las Vegas, NV 
Rowe, David 6-3 252 Sr, St, Louis, MO 
 Scheuring, John 6-2 230 So. San Rafael, CA 
Schmanke, Paul 6-0 207 So. Florissant, MO 
Scholten, Jamie 5-6 166 So. Columbia, MO 
Sebo, Vince 224 So, Spring, TX 
Silliman, Mike 310 So, Bridgeton, MO 
‘Simmons, Keith 150 Kansas City, MO 
Smith, Cliff 293 Chillicothe, MO 
Smith, Jason 170 Ryan, OK 
Sterling, Al 246 Mesa, AZ 
Stueve, Jake 242 Kansas City, MO 
Sundall, Shawn 244 Columbia, MO 
Taylor, Billy 181 Peoria, Ih 
Tuoker, Kevin 00 Springfield, MO. 
2 Valadez, Michael 292 So. Corpus Christi, TX 
Weaver, Leslie 155 Evanston, IL 
West, Devin 215 Moberly, MO 
Whittington, Daryl 218 St. Louis, MO 
5 Wilson Rogerick 275 St. Louis, MO 
Wyatt, Justin 261 Hermann, MO 


Top Returning Leaders 


)~-624-3, 5 TDs 
Rushing: Brock Olivo, 157 car., 749 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Brock Olivo, 22 r 165 yds., 2 TDs 


5-11 203 
63 235 
64 197 
64 212 
6-4 350 
6-2 195 
6-3 257 
5-40 178 
6-2 232 
6-2 201 
5-10 190 
6-4 263 
6-1 222 
5-44 172 
6-3 288 
6-2 204 
6-3 194 
6-6 267 
6-2 236 
6-3 307 
63 272 
6-3 203 
G1 228 
6-4 219 
63 276 
6-0 230 
6-4 297 
64 275 
6-2 227 
5-11 228 
5-11 189 
6-0 219 
63 235 
6-4 200 
65 285 
63 261 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (8) 


6-2 
65 
6-0 
5-10 
5-4 
6-4 


LT 64 Travis Biebel (Sr, 2); 64 Chris Meredith (Jt., 4) Scoring: Corby Jones, 9 TDs, 54 points 
LG 62 Mike Mortis (St., 3); 78 Mike Silliman (So., 0) Vince 31 punts, 45.0 avg. 
© 76 Rob Riti (So., 1); 52 Michael Valadez (So., 0) Kicking: none 
RG 70 Cliff Smith (Jr, 2); 57 Craig Heimburger (Jr., 2) Tackles: Caldrinoff Easter, 91, 54 solo 
RT 69 Todd Neimeyer (Jr, 2); 74 Joe Glauberman (Fr., 0)  EEIUCRUMC NUMAN ACO 
TE 88 Jake Stueve (Jr., 2); 91 Jayson Hughes (Fr., 0) Interceptions: Terrence Binion, 2 for 
QB 7 Corby Jones (Jr, 2); 1:1 Ryan Douglass (Fr, 0) 
FB 34 Ron Janes (Sr., 3); 33 Emest Blackwell (Sr., 3) 1997 Schedule 
TB 27 Brock Olivo (Sr., 3); 32 Devin West (Jr., 2) Sept.6 E. Michigan 
WR 80 Torey Coleman (Sr., 4); 84 Jay Murchison (Sr., 3) Sept.13  @ Kansas 
K 19 Scott Knickman (Sr., 4); 3 Tim Geiger (So., 0) Sept. 20 @ Tulsa 
Sept. 27 Ohio State 
DEFENSE (6) Oct. 4 — lowa State 
Oct.11 @ Kansas State 

RE 51 Sam Josue (Sr., 1); 99 Nell Pipkin (Fr., 0) Oct.18 Texas 
NG 90 Justin Wyatt (Jr., 2); 93 Jeff Marriott (So., 1) Oct. 25 @ Oklahoma State 
NT 97 Donnell Jones (Sr., 2); 77 Pat Mingucci (So., 0) Nov. 1  @ Colorado 
DT 59 Brian Cracraft (Sr., 3); 94 Steve Erickson (So., 1) Nov. 8 Nebraska 
LB 56 Shawn Sundall (Sr., 3); 35 Philip Hickman (Jr, 1) Nov. 15 Baylor 
LB 30 Kevin Ford (Sr, 3); 36 Al Sterling (Jr, 1) 
LB 39 Barry Odom (So., 1); 6 Kaleon Green (Jr., 0) , / 
CB 24 Randy Potter (Jr, 2); 15 Andre Roberson (Fr., 0) Rob: Riti will Suecked Rules Appallat cary 
Cee OGG MEM ter after starting eight games at offen- 
SS 4 Caldrinoff Easter (Jr, 2); 12 Terrence Binion (Sr., 2) SANE eREIee Sirs eet th 
FS 22 Harold Pietsey (Jr. 2); 14 Julian Jones (Fr., 0) one of the team’s strongest players, 
P 17 Vince Sebo (So., 1); 25 Jason Smith (Jr., 2) began his career on defense. 


Head Coac' 
Larry Smith 


1997 Signees 


NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 


Blakley, Dwayne TE 6-5 235 St. Joseph, MO 
Allstate; caught 21 passes for 350 yds. last season. 


Butz, Bob 18 6-4 215 
Thirdteam altstate; altmetso, 


Portland, OR 


Byers, Joe 
Allstate; allmetro, 


L 6-5 300 Kansas city, MO 


Carrizal, Paul 
Alkarea; aldistric. 


OL 6-4 320 Grand Prairio, TX 


Cole, Adrian L_-6-4 275 Houston, TX 
Dallas Morning News Top 100; alhaistrict. 


Crittendon, Aaron L 6-6 270 St. Joseph, MO 
Firstteam allstate 


Devtes, Delvin DB 5-11480 Kirkwood, MO 
Interoepted four passes in final four games. 


Dougherty, James QB 6-4 185 Edwardsville, IL 
Alkstate; completed 55 of 86 passes for 1,169 yds, 
‘and 47 TDs. 


Earthly, Eric LB 6-0 247 Humble, TX 
Three-year starter; uns the 40 in 4,6 seconds. 
Ford, Brandon TE 6-3 240 Galveston, TX 


Texas Football top 75 players in Texas. 


Gavins, Michael DL 6-6 265 ‘Mlaml, FL 
Rated a8 one of the top defensive lineman in the 
state 


Gibson, Marquis LB 6-2 248 Apopka, FL 
Junior college AllAmerican; made 20 quarterback 
‘Sacks last Season, 


Greon, Kaleon LB 6-2 220 Los Angeles, CA 
Made 140 tackles and nine QB sacks last season. 


Hawes, William DL 6-6 270 Los Angeles, CA 
Had eight sacks last season, 

Hayes, Mike =k 6-3. 
Alstate, 


255 Kansas City, MO 


Hollerstodt, Jott Lb 6-4 
AP Super Team in Arkansas. 


280 Bentonville, AR. 


Hill, Garett = TEL 6-5 220 Liberal, KS, 
MoAboy, Clayton L_ 6-3 232 Jofforson City, MO 
Made 64 tackles last year. 

‘MeKeown, Brian OLB 6-4 220 Peculiar, MO 
Monroe, David LB 6-0 247 ‘Miami, FL 
Sidelinetosideline speed (4.5) 

O'Neal, Josh «LB 6-4. 200, ‘Ada, OK 
Aildistit 

Perkins, Wade DB 6-1 475 Las Vegas, NV 


Missouri considered him to be the nation’s top cor 
neck prospect in the junior college ranks. 
LB 6-2 242 


Piper, Kyle Coal Valley, tL 


Allstate, 


Propst, Kurt QB _ 6-2 200 Jefferson City, MO. 
Completed 59 of 108 passes last season for 1,098, 
yds and 17 TOs, 


Rovard, Duke LB 6-3. 200 Bentonville, AR 
Made 104 tackles last season. 


Rhodes, Ricardo TB 5-5 485 St. Louls, MO 
Set a state record with 48 TDs and rushed for more 
than 1,800 yds. as a senior. 

L 63 260 


Ryan, Chris Milan, MO 


Sproul, Jason PK 6-4 190 Normal, IL 
‘Made 7 of 10 field goals last season including fong 
boots of 50, 52 and 57 yards 


Wise, Kareem HB 6-3 245 Baton Rouge, LA 
Ranks second in school's history with 89 career 
receptions. 


87 
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Jf cbraska fans who chose not to make the 
r Bz to the Orange Bowl last season 

expect to return to Miami for the 
Alliance's national title game. 

However, the standard by which Tom 
Osborne's program is perceived must change 
drastically after the national championships in 
1994 and 1995. Cornhusker followers stayed 
away in droves from the 41-21 Orange Bowl vic- 
tory against Virginia Tech last Dec. 31. After 
their team’s astonishing 19-0 loss to Arizona 
State in September and a 37-27 defeat at the 
hands of Texas in the inaugural Big 12 title tile in 
December, Nebraska fans are not in a mood for 


anything shore of a return to another battle for 
an uncontested crown. 

After the successful conclusion of the Huskers’ 
most recent bowl appearance, Osborne remarked, 
“At times, this almost felt like a non-game in 
terms of intensity and in terms of interest.” 


In many ways, Nebraska's 1996 football sea- 
son was the story of one player: quarterback 
Scott Frost, now a senior. 

The considerable burden of two losses and the 
failure to win a third national title was put on his 
shoulders. Despite the pressure, Frost was the Big 
12 Offensive Newcomer of the Year. 

Frost passed for 1,440 yards and 13 touch- 
downs, with only three interceptions. His pass- 
ing statistics ranked among the best in school 
history, which probably says as much about 
Nebraska’s offensive philosophy as it does about 
Frost's ability. 

Passing statistics notwithstanding, Frost is 
much more of a threat running the ball than 
throwing it. According to Osborne, his skills 
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would be well-suited to playing I-back. Frost’ 
decision-making improved as the season pro- 
gressed and he was less susceptible to mental 
lapses. He should benefit from the hard times. 


Junior I-back Ahman Green's final season at 
Nebraska was slowed by injuries in 1996. If he 
stays healthy, he could be headed for the NFL. 

“T would like to see Ahman back two years,” 
Osborne said last winter, “but I can't guarantee 
he's going to be here beyond the coming season.” 

Sophomore DeAngelo Evans rushed for 776 
yards, the third-highest total by a Cornhusker 
freshman and second on the team to Green's 917 
yards. Evans, who scored 14 touchdowns, often 
is compared to Barry Sanders, and not just 
because they're both from Wichita, Kan. 

Evans was hampered by a deep groin problem 
late in the campaign and was at less than full 
speed for spring practice. His health is a signifi- 
cant concern. 

Junior Joel Makovicka, a walk-on, alternated 
at fullback, starting one game. He does what 
Nebraska asks of its fullbacks: accept the 
anonymity of blocking for the I-backs. 


The leading receiver among the returnees is 
senior tight end Vershan Jackson, who caught 13 
passes for 220 yards and four touchdowns to 
earn all-conference honorable mention, even 
though he started only one game. 

Senior Tim Carpenter, the starting tight end, 
has caught only one pass in three years at 
Nebraska, but he is a powerful blocker, 

If junior split end Kenny Cheatham took 
more of an interest in blocking, he could see 
more action. At 6-4 and 210 pounds, Cheatham 
has size to go with speed and athleticism. But he 
has been inconsistent, as has junior wingback 
Shevin Wiggins, a high school running back 

Senior split end Jeff Lake, like Cheatham, is 
deceptively fast for his size. 


When senior Aaron Taylor was moved from 
guard to fill a void at center last season, Osborne 
was concerned that an outstanding guard had 
been turned into an average center. Even so, Tay- 
lor was a consensus All-American and a semifi- 
nalist for the Outland Trophy and Lombardi 
Award. The emergence of junior Josh Heskew at 
center has enabled Taylor to return to guard. 

The other three interior starters are seniors: 
tackles Eric Anderson and Fred Pollack, and 
guard Jon Zatechka. Anderson, a third-year reg- 
ular, and Zatechka started every game, side-by- 
side. 
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Grant Wistrom 
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I : 
Nebraska's line was “unbelievably quick 
off the snap,” Baylor linebacker Dean Jack- 
son said after the Bears fell 49-0 in Lincoln 
last season, Depth, however, is a concern, 


Grant Wistrom’s decision not to submit 
his name for the NFL draft following his 
junior season significantly improved 
Nebraska's chances of making a run at 
another national title. Wistrom was an All- 
American and Big 12 Defensive Player of 
the Year, He's an exceptional pass rusher 
with size, speed and intelligence. 


Juniors Mike Rucker and Chad Ké 
will alternate as the left rush end, but Kel- 
say emerged in spring drills as the starter. 

Senior tackle Jason Peter, an all-con- 
ference selection, and Wistrom “can 
the level of the whole defense,” says defen- 
sive coordinator Charlie McBride. 

Junior Jason Wiltz will join Peter at 
tackle. 


All three linebackers must be replaced. 
Junior Jay Foreman alternated in the mid- 
dle last season, after starting every game at 


Cornhuskers Critical Play 


Fullback Cory Schlesinger scored two fourth-quarter touchdowns on trap plays to 
give Nebraska the 1995 National Championship in a 24-17 victory over Miami. 


On Thanksgiving Day, 1971, 

No. 1 Nebraska played No. 2 Okla- 
homa at Owen Field in Norman. With 
14:28 left in the first quarter, the 
Cornhuskers’ Johnny Rodgers 
returned a Joe Wylie punt 72 yards to 
open the scoring in what eventually 
turned out to be a 35-31 Nebraska 
win, It was the key game in the 
Huskers’ first 13-0 season, not to 
mention their first national champi- 
onship repeat. 


strong-side linebacker as a redshirt fresh- 
man, 

Senior Octavious McFarlin was moved 
from rover to weak-side linebacker near the 
end of last year, though he could be pushed 
aside by junior Eric Johnson, a swift, con- 
verted cornerback. 

Sophomores Brian Shaw, a walk-on from 
tiny Deweese, Neb., and Tony Ortiz could 
end up alternating at strong-side linebacker, 
Both are exceptional athletes with speed 


= and quickness. 


am 
on 


322 Tom Osborne's winning 


4 a { percentage (242-49-3) 
4 Boing into his 25th season as 
od Nebraska's coach. That's the best 
among active NCAA Division FA foot- 
ball coaches and sixth alltime. 


The secondary must be rebuile around 
sophomore cornerback Ralph Brown, who 
started every game as a true freshman and 
was named Big 12 Defensive Newcomer of 
the Year. Sophomore Jerome Peterson, a 
backup last season, was the most improved 
player in the secondary in the spring and 
earned the No. 1 spot on the other side.. 

Sophomore Mike Brown (no relation to 
Ralph) has been moved to rover after play- 
ing corner last season. Senior Eric Warfield 
is an aggressive hitter at free safety. 

“If the defensive backs cant hold up their 
end of the bargain, we'll drop off,” says their 
coach, George Darlington. 


Senior Jesse Kosch set a school record, 
averaging 44,7 yards per punt to rank third 
in the conference and 11th nationally. 
Nebraska ranked eighth in the nation in net 
punting, Junior Kris Brown is a two-year 
starter as the placekicker. 

Evans will return punts, and McFarlin 
will bring back punts, 
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NO. NAME 
36 Alexander, Dan 
95 Allen, Derek 

70 Anderson, Eric 
30 Anderson, Josh 
82 Applegate, Sean 
45, Avens, Erick 

52. Baldwin, Matt 
87 Bassett, Chris 
24 Benes, Jason 
35 Brown, Kris 

14 BrownyLance 

24. Brown, Mike 

22 Brown Il, Ralph 
39. Buettenback, Ben 
90 Carpenter, Tim 
6 Cheatham, Kenny 
9 Christo, Monte 
68 Clausen, Jeff 
42 Cobb, Josh 

18 Cumpsten, Andy 
85 DeBates, TJ 

2 Dennis, Leslie 
58. Drum, Brandon 
2 Edwards, 1.R, 


1996 Record: 11. 


10, NAME 
Hunting, Matt 
Jackson, Julius 
Jackson, Sheldon 
Jackson, Vershan 
Johnson, Eric 
Johnson, Marcus 
Jones, Dave 
Juleh, Adam 
Kelsay, Chad 
Kingston, Ben 
Kobus, Chad 
Kohl, Josh 
Kosch, Jesse 
Lafleur, Bill 
Lake, Jeff 
Legate, Billy 
List, Gregg 
London, Frankie 
Macken, Casey 
Makaiwi, Kalin 
Makovicka, Joel 
Matthews, Glen 
MeCullough, Jason 
MoFarlin, Octavious 


HOMETOWN 
Cozad, NE 
Gainesville, TX 
Diamond Bar, CA 
Omaha, NE 
Phoenix, AZ 
Oceanside, CA 
Osmond, NE 
Omaha, NE 
Auburn, NE 
Omaha, NE 
Columbus, NE 
Hastings, NE 
Columbus, NE 
Norfolk, NE 
Columbus, NE 
Elgin, NE 
Valentine, NE 
Lake Charl: 


HOMETOWN 
Wentzville, MO 
Russelhille, AR 

Lincoln, NE 
Wahoo, NE 
Lincoln, NE 
Randolph, NE 
Arvada, CO 
Tracy, MN 
Valparaiso, NE 
Southlake, TX 
Papillion, NE 
Scottsdale, AZ 

Hacienda, CA 

Hastings, NE 
Columbus, NE 

Phoenix, AZ 
Kearney, NE 
Dixon, IL. 
Wallace, NE 
Greeley, CO 
Stewartville, MN 
Bradenton, FL 
Columbus, NE 
Lincoln, NE 


250 
280 
305 
470 
175 
205 
6-4 290 
6-0 225 
5-11 185 
5-10 205 
5-11 190 
60 200 
5-11 180 
5-11 210 
6-3 255 
64 210 
60 195 
6-6 305 
5-11 230 
5-11 208 
6-3 245 

5-9 175 

6-3 260 So. 
6-2 195 So. 


64 
63 
64 
5-8 
59 
64 


Brainard, NE 
Chicago, IL 
Allentown, PA 
Bastrop, TX 


4 Evans, DeAngelo 5-9 220 So. Wichita, KS. Ortiz, Tony Waterbury, CT 
19 Finley, Clint 6-4 195. Fr, Cuero, TX Peter, Jason Locust, NJ 
44 Foreman, Jay 6-1 230 Jr, Eden Prairie, MN Peterson, Jerome Port Allen, LA 
34 Froehlich, Russell 6-0 210 Jf ‘Omaha, NE Pollack, Fred Omaha, NE 


7. Frost, Scott 
48 Gates, Jay 

72. Gessford, Ben 
77 Gill, Bobby 

30. Green, Ahman 
35 Gumm, Trent 
Haathe, Billy 
Hadenfeldt, Dan 
Hevlovi, Aaron 
Henson, Kyle 
Heskew, Josh 
Hogrefe, Quint 
Horst, Joe 
Hoskinson, Matt 


80 
12 


RR 


SAM 46 Brian Shaw (So., 1); 37 Tony Ortiz (So., 1) 


‘Waverly, NE 

St. Joseph, MO 
Bellevue, NE 
Enid, OK 
DeWeese, NE 
LaVerne, CA 
Wichita Falls, TX 
Wahoo, NE 
Texarkana, AR 
Springfield, MO 
Palmetto, FL 
New Orleans, LA 


63 
6-0 
6-2 
6-2 


215 Sr, 
185 sr, 
285 Jt 
255 So, 


Wood River, NE 
‘Aurora, CO 
Lincoln, NE 
Lincoln, NE 

6-0 220 Ih ‘Omaha, NE 

6-2 225 J. Columbus, NE 

5-11 190 Jr, South Sioux City.NE 

5-11 180 So. Des Moines, IA 

6-3 260 So, Osceola, NE 

Gl 285 Jr Waverly, NE 

6-3 280 Jr Yukon, OK 

5-41 210 Jn ‘Auburn, NE 

6-1 265 Sr Wood River, NE 

6-1 280 Sr, Battle Creek, NE 


a Chart 
OFFENSE (6) 


89 Jeff Lake (Sr., 3); 6 Kenny Cheatham (Jr., 2) 

73 Fred Pollack (Sr., 3); 69 Adam Julch (So., 1) 

67 Aaron Taylor (Sr., 3); 63 James Sherman (So., 1) 

59 Josh Heskew (Jr., 2); 52 Matt Baldwin (So., 0) 

64 Jon Zatechka (Sr., 3); 62 Matt Hoskinson (Sr., 2) 

70 Eric Anderson (Sr., 3); 68 Jeff Clausen (So., 1) 

90 Tim Carpenter (Sr., 3); 34 Vershan Jackson (Sr., 2) 
7 Scott Frost (Sr., 1); 1 Frankie London (So,, 1) 

45 Joel Makovicka (Jr., 2); 40 Billy Legate (Jr., 2) 


Retzlaff, Ted 
Rucker, Mike LR 
Seaman, Doug c 
Sears, Kareem RR 
Shaw, Brian SLB 
Sherman, James G. 
Taylor, Aaron ite} 
2 Toline, Travis RR 
Warfield, Eric FS 
Warren, Steve or 
Wiggins, Shevin we 
Wiltz, Jason or 
Wistrom, Grant RR Webb City, MO 
Zatechka, Jon RG Uneoin, NE 


Top Returning Leaders 

Passing: Scott Frost, 104-200-1440-3, 13 TDs 

Rushing: Ahman Green, 155 car., 956 yds., 7 TDs 
rshan Jackson, 13 rec., 220 yds., 4 TDs 

Scoring: Kris Brown, 12 FGs, 50 XP, 86 points 

Punting: Jesse Kosch, 44 punts, 44,7 avg. 

Kicking: Kris Brown, 12-19 FGs, 50-51 XP 

Tackles: Grant Wistrom, 75, 30 solo 

Sacks: Grant Wistrom, 9.5 

Interceptions: Ralph Brown, 4 for 83 yards 


1997 Schedule 


30 Ahman Green (Jr, 2); 4 DeAngelo Evans (So., 1) Aug. 30. Akron 
5 Shevin Wiggins (Jr, 1); 14 Lance Brown (Jt., 2) Sept. 13 Central Florida 
35 Kris Brown (Jt,, 2); 13 Ted Retzlaff (Sr., 2) Sept. 20 @ Washington 
Oct.4 Kansas State 
DEFENSE (3) Oct.11 @ Baylor 
Oct.18 Texas Tech 
57 Chad Kelsay (Jn, 2); 84 Mike Rucker (Jr., 2) Oct. 25 @ Kansas 
99 Jason Wiltz (Jr., 1); 96 Steve Warren (So., 1) Nov. 4 Oklahoma 
55 Jason Peter (Sr., 3); 95 Derek Allen (So., 1) Nov. 8 @ Missouri 
98 Grant Wistrom (Sr., 3); 92 Travis Toline (Jr., 2) Nov. 15  lowa State 
Nov. 28 @ Colorado 


MIKE 44Jay Foreman (Jr., 2); 50 Julius Jackson (So., 1) 


WILL 4 Octavious McFarlin (Sr., 3); 1 Eric Johnson (Jr., 1) 


cB 
cB 
ss 
FS 
Pp 


(#) indicates qumber of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
‘Number after class indicates letters won 


Rising Star 

Dan Alexander, a redshirt freshman full- 
back, was something of a sensation dur- 
ing the spring. He’s strong, weighs 250 


2 Leslie Dennis (Sr., 3); 14 Jerome Peterson (So., 1) 
22 Ralph Brown (So., 1); 30 Josh Anderson (Fr., 0) 
2 Mike Brown (So., 1); 29 Gregg List (So., 1) 

3 Eric Warfield (Sr., 2); 19 Clint Finley (Fr., 0) 

419 Jesse Kosch (Sr., 2); 23 Bill Lafleur (Jr, 2) 


pounds and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.52 
seconds. Alexander has size and speed 
and could play I-back in a pinch. 


2 Head Coach 
Tom Osborne 


1997 Signees 


NAME POS. HT. WT HOMETOWN 
AAltstadt, Steve OLDL 6-5 260 Fort Calhoun, NE 
Omaha World-Herald Super Six; allNebraska, 


Booker, Dion DB 6-2 200 Oceanside, CA 
[NJCIF; The National Recruiting Advisor AltWest Area: 
SuperPrep Far West Team, 


Buckhalter, Correll RB 6-2 240 Mt. Olive, MS 
Rushed 235 times for 4,722 yds. and 12 TDs; The 
National Recruiting Advisor AllSoutheast Area. 


Burrow, Jamie MLB 6-2 240 ‘Ames, 1A 
Recorded 160 tackles his senior year; allstate; Des 
Moines Register Elite team; USA Tooiy Honorable 
Mention Playerofthe Year for lowa; SuperPrep Mid 
lands, 


Cornelsen, Ben WROB S-14 175 Shawnee, KS 
Totaled 2,433 total yds. In his three-year career, Scor 
ing 22 TOs. 


Crouch, Eric QB_-6-0 190 Omaha, NE 
USA Tops Nebraska Player-otthe-Year and Parade All 
‘America; PrepStar Oream; ran for 3,960 yards and 
passed for 785, 


Davison, Matt WR 6-1 170 Tecumseh, NE 
‘Omaha WorkdHerald Al-Nobraska; caught 63 passes. 
for 4,314 yds, and 20 TDs. 


Gustafson, Chris LB 6-2 205 Gallup, NM 
Recotded 149 tackles and three sacks as a senior. 


Harrison, Brandon DB 6-0 475 Gainesville, TX 
(One of two junior college recruits; led the nation the 
past wo years in Kickoff returns and punt returns all 
America, 


Kollmorgen, Kyle OL 6-4 275 Lincoln, NE 
Uncoln Journal State Al'State; SuperPrep Midlands, 


Matthows, Glen DL 6-3 300 Chicago, IL 
National ‘Junior College Gridwire AlkAmerican; 
Tecordled 86 tackles and six sacks as a sophomore, 


Nowcombe, Bobby QB 6-0 185 Albuquerque, NM 
Albuquerque Football Coxches Association 1996 
Player-otthe:Year from New Mexico; rushed for 663 
‘and. passed for 610 yds. as a senior; Parade All 
American, 


Ralola, Dominle. OL 6-3 300 Honolulu, HI 


‘Allstate; SuperPrep Far West. 


Rutherford, Jon OL 6-3 270 Midwest City, OK 
Tulsa: World AIkState; BLUEGHIP tlustrated Presea: 
‘son AllAmerican, 


Swiney, Erwin DBWR 6-1 180 Lincoln, NE. 
The National Recruiting Advisor AllBig 12 Area: 
SuperPrep AllAmerica, 


Vanden Bosch, Kyle DE 6-4 235 — Larchwood, IA. 
SuperPren (No. 40 vera), The Natlonal Recrultng 
‘Adior afl PrepStar Al America: USA Teoo/ Gatorade 
PiayerottheYear for lowa and the Midwest Region; 
Parade NiAmetca 


Vedral, Mark 
USA Toa High School Player-ofthe-Vear out of South, 
Dakota; had @ personabbest 22 tackles in the state 
championship. 


LBWR6-2 205 Gregory, SD 


Volk, Dave OL 6-5 275 Battle Crook, NE 
‘Omaha World-Herald AtState; recorded 120 tackles. 
in 1996, 


Walker, Joe DB 514185 Arlington, TX 
The National Recruiting Advisor AllAmerica; ac 
‘counted for more than 2,300 total yds. and 40 TDs 
as a senior quarterback in 1995. 


White, Dan RBOB 5-9 485 Green Bay, WI 
Rushed for 4)580 yds, and 59 TDs his career; USA 
Toov/Gatorade High School Playerotthe-Year out of 
Wisconsin; USA Toow Honorable Mention. AlAmerE 


Wichmann, J.P. 8 6-5 220 Shawnee, KS 
Totaled 108 tackles, including 25 sacks as a senior 


Wistrom, Tracey TE 6-5 205 Webb City, MO 
The National Recrulting Advisor AllAmerica;, Super 
Prep AllAmerica; had 48 catches 5 a senior for 768 
yds, and 13 TDs and also made 128 tackles and had 
four quarterback sacks: 
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huck Reedy seemed confident going into 
e€: Scie ibe eee cera 

amount of pressure that goes with i, but 
we feel we've positioned ourselves well as. we 
move into the Big 12.” 

Reedy was wrong — about the pressure, any- 
way. After his fourth season as head coach at Bay- 
lot, he was fired and replaced by former Notre 
Dame offensive coordinator Dave Roberts. 

Reedy’s departure was attended by controversy 
Odell James, a prize freshman quarterback recruit, 
threatened to transfer unless Reedy was retained, 

“We are going to shock people if they let 
Coach Reedy stay here and lead us,” James said. 


Jerod Douglas 


James stayed, though Reedy did not. Now it’s 
up to Roberts to lead the players Reedy recruited. 


quarterbacks 


James has yer to play a down at Baylor because 
ofa knee problem that was corrected by surgery in 
November and kept him from contact during the 
spring, He's an unknown quantity, especially in 
light of the pro-style passing offense Roberts is 
installing. 

Roberts wants to throw the ball down the 
field, and neither of the returning quarterbacks 
has played in such a system. Senior Jeff Watson, 
who began and ended last season as the starter 
but missed five games in the middle because of 
back spasms, has an average arm, though he’s a 
50 percent passer for his career. 

Junior Jermaine Alfred seems a better fit for 
Roberts’ system. He's bigger and has a stronger arm 
but lacks Watson’ experience and consistency. 


running backs 


Senior Jerod Douglas missed two games and 
saw limited action in three others because of 


injuries, As a resule, he came up short of the stan- 
dard he set during his first two seasons. A scat- 
back with 4.3 speed in the 40, he’s toraled 5.8 
yards per carry in his three seasons. 

Douglas is complemented by junior Dexter 
Ford, a power runner who also can play fallback. 
Redshirt freshman Darrell Bush was impressive 
in preseason sctimmages a year ago. 

The Bears have enough good running backs 
that sophomore Elijah Burkins, another highly 
publicized signee, was tried at wide receiver in 
the spring and could move there permanently. 


receivers 

There is no proven deep threat, Pearce Pegross 
decided to skip his senior season and enter the 
NEL draft, leaving the position devoid of experi- 
ence. Juniors Morris Anderson and Derrius 
‘Thompson played in seven games each, combin- 
ing for 20 catches and 261 yards. Thompson has 
good size but has yet to develop sticky hands. 

Sophomore Mark Cogdill has catching ability 
and speed, and runs good patterns, even though 
he began last season as a quarterback. Coguill did- 
n'temenge asa receiver until late in the year, catch- 
ing 13 passes for 163 yards and two touchdowns 
in only three games. Junior Nikia Codie, the start 
ing free safety in "96, is now a wide receiver. 

Senior tight end Bradley Domel, a proven 
Blocker, was used more as a receiver. Junior Chad 
Chmelar, his backup, also is an experienced 
receiver, making for a solid position. 


offensive linemen 

The line will get a big boost from the return of 
senior David Davis, who missed last season 
because of a knee injury suffered in a summer 
automobile accident. He and senior Michael 
Johnson give the Bears big, strong, experienced 
tackles around whom to build a front. Depth, 
however, is a problem. 

Junior guard Kelvin Garmon provides bulk. 
Senior Danny Fletcher, junior Chris Sampy and 
sophomore Brian Sutton aren't as big, Fletcher, a 
center, is a converted tight end who makes up for 
a lack of size with tenacity and quickness. 


defensive linemen 

‘The Bears were woefully deficient defensively. 
Their No. 106 national ranking in total defense was 
primarily a result of their inability to stop the run. 

Roberts has addressed that by scrapping the 
34 basic defense in favor of a 4—3. His concern 
also is reflected in the fact that all of his defensive 
assistants have been coordinators. 

He has tried to bolster the line by moving 
junior Anthony Williams, a starter and one of 
Baylor's best young offensive linemen, to defense, 
where he joins junior Derrick Fletcher up front. 


ATHLON FooTBaALL 1997 


94 


Hletcher is one of the team’s strongest play- 
ers, in part due to his size (6-6, 350). But he 
has been inconsistent, and there are ques- 
tions regarding his durability. Roberts wants 
him to trim down to the 325-335 range by 
fall, which should help his mobility. 
Sophomores Justin Snow and Dwight 
Johnson bring physical skill and one year’s 
experience each to the end positions. 


linebackers 

Dean Jackson, the heart of the defense as 
well as the Bears’ leading tackler, underwent 
surgery in December for a serious neck 


Nikia Codie 


injury, which unexpectedly ended his career 
one season early. What Jackson lacked in 
physical ability, he made up with detetmina- 
tion and enthusiasm, Without him, Baylor's 
linebacking figures to be adequate at best. 
‘ophomore Don Arroyo and junior 
ada Parker are the leading con- 
tenders in the middle. Arroyo, Jackson's 
backup, has mote si 1 who moves 
from strong-side linebacker, is faster. 
Senior Glenn Coy, the starter at the ban- 
dit position, showed big-play potential, 
tying for second on the team in sacks with 
three, Junior Clarence Cruse was active, if 


Bears Critical Play 


Until the passing game that coach Dave Roberts wants to run is established, 
Baylor will rely on Jerod Douglas’ 4.3 speed getting outside on quick tosses 


Toss- 


Right 


Ch 


SWC Title Caps 


‘Miracle’ Year 

On a cold afternoon in 
November 1974, Baylor defeated 
Rice 24-3 to wrap up the Bears’ first 
Southwest Conference championship 
in half a century. It capped a dra- 
matic turnaround under third-year 
coach Grant Teaff that has gone 
down in Baylor history as “The Mira- 
cle on the Brazos.” In 1973, Baylor 
had been 0-7 in the conference. And 
its combined record over the previ- 
ous seven seasons was 14-58-11. 


unspectacular, at strong-side linebacker, mak- 
ing 73 tackles and breaking up three p: 
Sophomore Jason Jackson was pressed 
into duty late in his first collegiate season and 
responded with 35 tackles in four games. 


defensive backs 

‘The Bears’ problems up front made run 
support mandatory for those in the sec- 
ondary. Senior Rodney Artmore, an emo- 
tional leader at strong safety, recorded 91 


@ tackles, second-most on the team. He also 


forced a fumble, recovered two fumbles and 
grabbed one of the Bears’ 11 interceptions. 
Junior Curtis Henderson had 68 tackles in 
10 games and could start at free safety. 


This is where Baylor 

ranked nationally in 

rushing defense a year ago 

— dead last in Division I-A. The 

Bears allowed a total of 285.9 
yards rushing per game. 


The defensive instability included the 
cornerbacks. Sophomore Robert Neal was 
thrown into the fray on the right corner as 
a true freshman and was starting by season's 
end. 

Senior Matt Anderson at left cornerback 
has 4.3 speed in the 40-yard dash but will 
be learning a new system for the third time 
in his college career. He transferred from 
Vanderbilt after playing as a freshman, 

Senior Joe Manor returns after sitting out 
last season for academic reasons and is 
another corner possibility. 


specialists 


The considerable burden of replacing 
the nation’s fourth-best punter last 
season, Ty Atteberry, likely will fall on 
transfer Mate Bryant, a junior who comes 
in with good credentials. Sophomore Kyle 
Atteberry, Tys younger brother, returns 
as the placekicker after converting 
4-of-10 field-goal attempts as a redshirt 
freshman. 
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1997 Baylor Roster 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. 
70 Addison, Lane OL 64 286 Fr. 
47 Alfred, Jermaine QB 6-1 216 Jr 
45 Anderson, Matt CB. «S-14 188 Sr. 
9 Anderson, Morris, = WR 6-1 191 J, 
21 Armistead, Sean CB 5-10 182 So, 
44 Arroyo, Don LB 6-3 231 So. 
24 Avtmore, Rodney DB «6-0 212. Sr, 
33. Atteberry, Kyle K 6-0 175 So, 
56 Augustine, Dan 1B 6-2 207 So. 
47 Banks, Comelius LB «6-3 221 I, 
34 Bennett, David FB G-1 225 Fr. 
3. Black, Tommie QB 6-0 209 So, 
25 Bonds, Brandon FS. 5-10 195 So, 
42 Bowie, McKinley 1B G4 237 Fr. 
52 Brown, Matt LB 6-1 220 So. 
Bryant, Matt K 5-9 190 So, 
29. Burkins, Eliah RB 6-7 186 So. 
6 Bush, Darrell RB 5-9 186 Fr 
26 Cagnolattl, Chis «SE. 5-7 150. Sr. 
91 Calvin, James NT 6-4 275 So, 
Campbell, Michael WR 5-8 181 fr. 
83. Chmelar, Chad TE 6-4 233 Je 
51 Clay Bric 1B G4 232 Fi, 
T Codie, Nikia WR 6-3 207 
20 Cogail, Mark WR 6-1 185 
75 Cotton, Ellis DE. 6-3 320 
58 Coy, Glenn 1B 6-3 254 
20 Cruse, Clarence LB «6-3. 224 
79. Davis, David T 64 3i7 
48 Dennatd, Brandon SE 6-1 170 
80. Doe, Bradley TE 6-4 233 
22 Douglas, Jerod TR 5-9 180 
53 Fletcher, Danny OL 6-4 267 


Dallas, 1X 46 
Baytown, TX 30 
Garland, TX 49 

Tyler, TX 85 
Alief, TX 55 
Cuero, TX 5 
Gaheston, TX 29 
Kingwood, TX 
E/Paso, 1X 82 
Sugar Land, 1X 69 
‘Addison, TX 
Kaufman, TX 40 

Corpus Christi, TX 
Aldine, 1X73 
Arlington, TX. 13, 
Orange, 1X 44 

Port Arthur, TX 4 

Jersey Village, TX 27 

Chico Hills, CA. 37 
Keller, OH 88 
Sequin, OH 67 
Caldwell, OH 
Houston, TX 76 
Cleburne, TK 31 
Houston, TX 55 
Sherman, 1X 2. 
Kaufman, TX 86 
Houston, TX 14 
Dallas, 1X 83 
Duncanville, TX 
Needvlle, TX 
Converse, TX 2 
Plano, 1X 54 


99 Fletcher, Derrick NT 6-6 350 Aldine, X74 
8 Ford, Dexter TB 5-11 225 J, TK 23 
48 Foster, Charles 1B 6-1 238 So. TX 15 
93. Gardner, Melvin DE 6-3 237 Rockdale, 1X 28 
59 Garmon, Kelvin G 6-2 298 Haltom, 1X 7 


is 9 197 
472 


ee 


LaPorte, X77 
Little Rook, AR 57 
Longview, TX 4 


27 Green, Brian be 
Hogins, Trey 
Hojart, Bradley 


HOMETOWN NO. 


1996 Record: 4-7 


NAME 
Henderson, Curtis SS 
Hil, Leonard \B 
Hirsch, John 1B 
Isom, Clifford Te 
Jackson, Jason LB 
James, Odell QB 
Jatzlau, Bill 1B 
Jenkins, Cassidy WR 
Johnson, Dwight DE 
Johnson, Michael = T 
Joseph, David QB 
Littleton, Jody 1B 
Manor, Joe cB 
McRae, Larry iT 
MeFarling, Brent ——-K 

Micheaux, Kris 1B 
Neal, Robert DB 
Overstreet, Anthony TB 
Parker, Kenyada LB. 
Patterson, Gerald WR 
Pietpoint, Brandon T 

Quinene, David RB 
Rocha, Carlos T 

Rubin, Clifton DE 
Sampy, Chris G 

Scott, Darwin 0B 
Simpkins, Gamer WR 
Smith, Rodney FS 
Snow, Justin OE 
Speckels, Wade P 

Stanley, Eric \B 
Steele, Greg cB 
Summers, Toby OL. 
Sutton, Brian c 

Thompson, Derrlus WR 
Vandergritf, Van SE 
Washington, Ahmad CB 
Watson, Jeff QB 
Willems, Shane & 
Willams, Anthony DL 
Witter, Daniel WR 


POS. HT. WT. 

192 
244 
247 
255 
216 
247 
195 
173 
274 
309 
186 
235 
472 
280 
196 
233 
197 
218 
208 
at 
288 
197 
293 
224 
270 
4198 
177 
223 
230 
214 
2a7 
194 
255 
268 
210 
169 
181 
215 
214 
262 
168 
5-10 184 


HOMETOWN 
Humble, TX 
Galveston, TX 
Abilene, TX 
Beaumont, TX 
Giddings, TX 
Adine, TX 
Katy, TX 

Hot Spring, AR 
Waco, TX 
Katy, TX 
Artesia, NM 
Brighton, CO 
Austin, TX 
Angleton, TX 
Austin, TX 

ey Village, TX 
Garland, TX 
Tatum, TX 
Sugat Land, TX 
Killeen, TX 
Austin, TX 
Killeen, TX 
Katy, TX 
Welsh, LA 
Houston, TX 
Jasper, TX 
Kewanee, IL 
Waco, TX 
Abilene, TX 

El Campo, TX 
Duncanville, TX 
Temple, TX 
Jersey Vilage, TX 
Fort Worth, TX 
Cedar Hill, TX 
Orlando, FL 
Houston, TX 
College Station, TX 
‘Arlington, TX 
Houston, TX 
Houston, TX 
Tulsa, OK 


PEL 


SaereRooe 


25 Hawkins, Bryan Waco, TX__16_ Wingerter, John K 
ny Chart Top Returning Leaders 


OFFENSE (7) 


SE 20 Mark Cogalll (So., 1); 7 Nikia Codie (Jr, 2) 
LT 79 David Davis (Sr., 3); 73 Larry McRae (So., 1) 

LG 55 Chris Sampy (Jn, 1); 77 Shane Willems (So., 0) 

C 53 Danny Fletcher (Sr., 3); 74 Brian Sutton (So., 1) 

RG 69 Michael Johnson (Sr., 3); 54 Toby Summers (So., ‘) 
RT 59 Kelvin Garmon (Jt, 2); 76 Carlos Rocha (So., 1) 

TE 80 Bradley Domel (Sr, 3); 83 Chad Chmelar (Jt. 1) 

QB 17 Jermaine Alfred (Jr, 2); 7 Jeff Watson (Sr,, 3) 

FB 8 Dextor Ford (Jr., 2); 34 David Bennett (Fr., 0) 

TB 22 Jerod Douglas (Sr., 3); 6 Darrell Bush (Fr., 0) 

WR = 9 Morris Anderson (Jr., 2); 13 Derrius Thompson (Jr., 2) 
K 33 Kyle Atteberry (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (6) 


DE 82 Dwight Johnson (So., 1); 75 Ellis Cotton (Fr. 0) 
NT 99 Derrick Fletcher (Jr, 2); 91 James Calvin (So., 1) 
DE 83 Justin Snow (So., 1); 93 Melvin Gardner (Fr., 11) 

LB 58 Glenn Coy (Sr., 3); 17 Cormelius Banks (Jr., 1) 

LB 44 Don Arroyo (So., 1); 37 Kenyada Parker (Jr., 2) 

LB 20 Clarence Cruse (Jr., 2); 30 Leonard Hill (Sr., 1) 

LB 55 Jason Jackson (So., 1); 52 Matt Brown (So., 1) 

CB 23 Robert Neal (So., 1 ); 19 Allen Pace (So., 1) 

CB 15 Matt Anderson (Sr., 1); Joe Manor (Sr., 2) 

SS 24 Rodney Artmore (Sr., 1); 25 Brandon Bonds (So., 0) 
FS 46 Curtis Henderson (Jr., 1); 14 Rodney SMith (So., 1) 


P Matt Bryant (So., 0) 
#)inccates numberof turing starters 
BOLD Indeates returning starters 
Number aftr class idcates letters won 


Passing: Jermaine Alfred, 90-184-1148-5, 8 TDs 
Rushing: Jerod Douglas, 117 car, 667 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Kalief Muhammad, 39 rec., 479 yds., 5 TDs 
Scoring: Kyle Atteberry, 5 FGs, 35 XP, 50 points 
Punting: none 

Kyle Atteberry, 5 


Kicking 
Tackles: Dean Jackson, 114, 67 solo 


“11. FG, 35-36 XP 


Sacks: Donnie Embra, 4 
Interceptions: Dean Jackson, 4 for 48 yards 


1997 Schedule 


Aug. 30 Miami 
Sept. 6 @ Fresno State 
Sept. 20 @ Michigan 
Oct.4 Texas Tech 
Oct.11 Nebraska 
Oct. 18 @ Oklahoma 
Oct.25 @ lowa State 
Nov. 1 Texas 
Nov. 8 @ Texas A&M 
Nov. 15  @ Missouri 
Nov. 22 Oklahoma State 


Sophomore Jason Jackson was slated 
for a redshirt season in 1996. But he 


played on special teams early and then 


at weak-side linebacker after the starter 
was injured. He got his first start 
against Texas A&M, responding with 12 
tackles and two sacks, 


Head Coac' 
1-7 Dave Roberts 


1997 Signees 


NAME POS, HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
ALAmin, Samir DB 6-2 190 Gaviand, TX 
Recorded 42 tackes, four sacks and four ints, play 
ing half the season; Dallas Moming News AlMeto 
Team; Waco Thbune Herald Top 50. 


‘Armstrong, David OL 6-4 267 Jacksonville, FL 
Alkaistrict. 


Baxter Gary DB 6-2 481 ‘ler, TX 
‘Al East Texas; the 4Oyard dash in 4,45 seconds: 
Fort Worth Star Telegram State Top 100, 


Bennett, Terrance ATH 5-10 180 Houston, TX 
‘Completed 81-0450 passes for 1,025 yds, and 15 
TDs; AllHouston; Waco ThbuneHerald Top. 50; 
‘National Recruiting Advisor No. 34 in Texas. 


Dossett, Martin WR 5-11170 Gregory, TK 
Rushed for 4,773 yds. and 18 TDs as a senior; 
hhamed Offensive MVP of District 314A, 


Fuller, Andra. = WR §-11176 Aldine, TX 
Caught $1. passes for 925 yds. and nine TDs; Lub 
book Avalanche Journal State Top 100. 


Jackson, Derek OLB 6-3 256 Halisville, TX 
Recorded 40 tackles) 40 assists and sk sacks; 
‘National Recruiting Advisor No. 16 in Texas, 


Jackson, Joe DL 6-4 265 Groveton, TX 
‘Made 128 tackles and recovered three fumbles as & 
Senior. 


Jerman, Greg OL 6-5 254 EI Paso, TX 
‘Nkdistict; allcity; Waco ThbuneHerald State Top 
100. 


Jones, Mickey WR 5-10 170 Tyler, 1K 
Completed 60-0125 passes for 986 yds, and 12 
TDs; AIFBIg 12 Area; Waco Tribune Herald Top 50, 


Logway, Derek FB 6-1. 220 Wilis, TX 
Gained 1,202 yds, on 201 carries and scored 18 
TDs; Dallas Morning News Top 100, 


Nichols, Luke OL 6-5 295 Beaumont, TX 
Waco Thibune-Herald Top 30; Lubbock Avalanche Jour 
nal Fab 44; National Recrufting Advisor No, 7 


Nichols, Teny DE 6-1 236 EI Paso, TX 
Averaged 18,5 ys, a catch while scoring eight TDs 
‘as a ight end; Waco Tribune-Herald State Top 4100, 


Obriotti, Andrew TE 6-4 235 San Antonio, TX 
Twotime AllGreater San Antonio; allistic, 


Odum, Michael QB 6-2 209 Flower Mound, TX 
Completed 110-0201 passes for 1,725 yds. and 15 
‘TDs; Dallas Moming News Area Top 100. 


Philips, Demetrio DE 6-3 230 Houston, TX 
Recorded 73 tackles and 6.5 sacks; ALBlg 12 Areay 
San Antonio Express News State Top 100. 


Staudt, Kyle DB 6-2 195 Fredricksbung, 1X 


Stock, Heath OLB 6-1 214 Rosebud, TX 
45 sacks and 122 tackles; Waco Tribune-Herald 
State Top 100, 


ollis, Michael DB 5-11 459 San Antonio, TX 
Started at cornerback on 1995 state championship 
team; State Antonio Express News State Top 100. 


‘Thompson, Brandon FB 6-2 269 Fort Worth, TX 
Gained 864 yds, on 157 carries and scored eight, 
Ds; Fort Worth Star Telegram Area Top 100, 


Williams, Charles OLB 6-0 216 Cleburne, TX 
Recorded 40 tackles and nine sacks as a senior; Fort 
Worth Star Telegram Top 100; All Big 12 Area, 


York, Steve OL_6-5 318 ——_Fomey, TK 
AN) Big 42 Area; Waco Tribune-Herald Top 50. 
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he theme for John Blake’ first season as 
head coach at Oklahoma was Bringing the 
Family ‘Together. An alternative’ might 
have been Circling the Wagon 

‘There were plenty of detractors, and not just 
outside “the family,” Quarterback Eric Moore 
was booed at Owen Field, which hasn't been sold 
out, incidentally, since 1988, 

“Half the fans around here hate us,” running 
back DéMond Parker says. “The other half are 
die-hards and won't give up on us 

A 3-8 record, the worst since 1895, did little 
to placate either group. The record included four 
straight defeats at the start, three to WAC teams, 


Brandon Daniels 


But Blake remains optimistic about the not-too- 
. The detractors “had better enjoy 
ase we will be back,” he says. “The 
giant is waking up.” 


quarterbacks 


Blake won't identify a starting quarterback 
until fall, Sophomore Justin Fuente appeared to 
have settled in, taking over ftom Moore, a junior, 
and starting cight games, Fuente faltered late in 
the season, however, and Moore finished the way 


ys 


he began — as the start 

Moore is a better 
offensive coordinator Dick Winder’s system, 
which utilizes options and bootlegs. Fuente’ 
strength is setting up and throwing. 

Fuente completed 91-of-196 passes for 1,271 
yards and eight touchdowns in his first collegiate 
season. He threw 10 interceptions, however, 
despite a streak of 52. passes without being 
picked off. 


running backs 


Parker was one of the few bright spots, rush- 


unner and is better suited to 


Layne Murdoch 


ing for 1,184 yards and 10 touchdowns to rank 
fifth in the Big 12 and earn recognition as the 
conference Offensive Newcomer of the Year. 
Wisconsin's Ron Dayne was the only NCAA 
Division I-A freshman to rush for more yards. 
Parker averaged 107.6 yards per game and 6.6 
yards per cart 

Parker’ stamina is a concern because he suffers 
from asthma. And he needs to become stronger. 
But he has shown the skills necessary to fit into 
the Sooner tradition of exceptional running 
backs. Parker also is a proven pass receiver. 

Junior Bennie Butler could push Parker, 
could junior college transfers Reggie Skinner and 
Johnnie Balous, an explosive runner who might 
be a better fit at fullback. 


receivers 


Senior tight end Stephen Alexander was the 
team’s second-leading receiver despite missing 
four games because of shoulder surgery. He 
caught 22 passes for 438 yards and two touch- 
downs, Tight end is one of the team’s deepest 
positions, Among the others are junior 
Freeman and sophomore Matt Anderson. Ne 
ther has Alexander’ ability to start quickly off 
the line of scrimmage and get open. 

“Two years ago, Alexander was All-Big Eight 
after leading the Sooners with 43 catches and 580 
yards. He needs just 594 yards receiving this sea- 
son to become the all-time leader at Oklahoma, 

‘The Sooners need to find a consistent deep 
threat at wide receiver. Among the candidates are 
juniors Gerald Williams, sophomore Jarrail 
Jackson and junior Chris Blocker, all of whom 
have started, with Jackson the most likely to suc- 
ceed. Although he had only four catches last year 

for 77 yards, he endeared himself to Sooners fans 

by leading the comeback against Texas. He 
caught a touchdown pass early in the game and 
later returned a punt 51 yards for another score, 
which proved to be the turning point. 


offensive linemen 


‘The young linemen didn't develop the way 
Blake had hoped. Sooner quarterbacks were 
cked 23 times for 116 yards in losses. The tack- 
les, in particular, need to improve as pass blockers. 

Blake has an abundance of scholarship linemen, 
including six who have started at least once. The 
most experienced are seniors Bruce McClure, 
Derrick Nelson, Barry Giles, Sammy Williams 
and junior Jay Smith. McClure, Nelson, Williams 
and Smith were starters at season’ end, 

Guard Jon Mulac, a senior, earned a starting 
spot in the spring, At 276 pounds, he is the light= 
est starter on the line. Junior college transfer Tim 
Conley, with good speed and anticipation, is 
expected to play right away. 
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defensive linemen 

The Sooners struggled to mount a pass 
rush, which helps to explain why they 
ranked 102nd in the nation in passing 
defense. The Sooners were much more 
effective against the run, finishing 44ch. 
Even though he could have benefited 
from a redshirt season, sophomore end 
Cornelius Burton played as a backup. 
Senior Martin Chase was shuffled between 
end and tackle and started 10 games. 

Junior Kelly Gregg, who started seven 
games at tackle, has great balance. Sopho- 
more Steve Williams and senior Shaq 


Murdoch 


Travian Smith 


Brown have size but lack experience. 
Incoming freshmen Corey Callens and 
Rocky Bright will get a good look in fall 
camp. Blake called Callens the “best pure 
pass rusher” in the country at the high 


school level. 


linebackers 


Senior Travian Smith is to the defense 
what Parker is to the offense. He was moved 
to defensive end in an attempe to bolster the 
pass rush and responded by leading the 
team in sacks with six, among 83 total tack- 
les. Winder rates Smith the team’ best ath- 


Sooners Critical Play 


In critical second-down situations, the Sooners will give the ball to DéMond Parker. 
In this play he follows the fullback, who takes out the linebacker. 


Clutch Play 


In Lincoln 

Oklahoma was third-and-12 
at its 45 with the score tied at 17 
and time running out against 
Nebraska in Lincoln on Nov. 22, 
1986. Tight end Keith Jackson ran a 
deep sideline route and made an 
acrobatic catch of a Jamelle Holieway 
pass at the 14 with nine seconds 
left, setting up Tim Lashar's 31-yard 
field goal and giving substance to 
Sooner Magic. 


lete and even suggested the Sooners use him 
asa kick returner; he has been timed at 4.4 
in the 40-yard dash. 

Smith, who has returned to strong-side 
linebacker, is the defensive playmaker. 

Junior Terrance Malone was moved from 
the outside to the middle in the sprin; 
Junior Dale Allen and sophomore Ch 
Justice are among those who also could be 
in the mix by the opener. 


defensive backs 


Blake was never satisfied with the play of 
his cornerbacks. The entire secondary n 
shoring up, in fact, after allowing 24 touc 
down passes and 2,330 passing yards, the 
most by an Oklahoma defense since 1952. 


They intercepted only five pas 

S The number of Sooner 

losses last season, the most in 

school history and dramatic evi- 

dence of a proud, tradition-rich program 
fallen on hard times. 


Junior free safety Gana Joseph set a 
school record for tackles by a defensive back 
with 105. That number speaks volumes of 
the porous defense. Versatile sophomore 
Brandon Daniel 
wide receiver to safety. He will back up last 
year’s starter Terry White. 

Junior cornerback Cedric Stephens, one 
of the team’s fastest players, started the first 
seven games last season before giving way to 
a sophomore. Pee Wee 
Woods, also a sophomore, developed at cor- 
nerback in the spring, First-year players will 
get chances as well. 

“[ don’t recruit players to redshirt them,” 
Blake says. 


specialists 

The kicking game was a liability and 
needs to be improved. Backup tight end 
Jason Freeman earned the punting job in 
the spring. He hasn't punted in a game since 
high school. Senior Jeremy Alexander was 
only 10-of-21 on field-goal attempts. 


Is has been moved from 


ATHLON FooTBaALL 1997 


NO. 
15 
80 


78 


27 


76 
22 
at 
24 
95 
96 
pe 
87 
34 
68 
93 
62 
79 

8 
47 
14 
42 
30 
81 
94 
86 
12 
70 
97 
69 
43 


P 


(#) indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


NAME 
Alexander, Jeremy Kk 
Alexander, Stephen TE 
Allen, Dale O18 
‘Alen, Ryan RE 
Anderson, Matt TE 
Baker, CB. DE 
Baker, Carlos ty 
Balous, Johnnie RB 
Barnes, Todd AL 
Baysinger, AL aL 
Beisiegel, Dan BS 
Berg, Brandon OLB 
Blocker, Chris SE 
Bright, Rocky DE 
Brown, Shaq 

Burroughs, Ramon 
Burton, Comes 

Butler, Bennie 

Carpenter, Adam 

Chase, Martin 

Clark, Ricky 

Conley, Tim 

Daniels, Brandon 

Daniels, Steve 

Davis, Buddy 

Devis, Anthony 

Fazande, Jermaine 

Fields, Leroy 

Fisher, Ryan 

Freeman, Jason 

Fuente, Justin 

Giles, Barry 

Gregg, Kelly 

Ingram, Robert 

IW, Corey L. 

iy, Cory T. 

Jackson, Jarrell 

Jones, Sedric 

Joseph, Gana 

Justice, Chris 


POS. HT. WT. 
5-10 181 
64 225 
62 228 
6-2 255 
64 233 
62 267 
6-3 292 
64 220 
5-11 202 
64 337 
5-11 190 
62 208 
64 207 
64 235 
65 283 
S11 164 
65 272 
6-0 208 
63 290 
62 293 
6-2 300 
66 318 
5-10 243 
5-10 172 
60 207 
5-11 210 

259 

200 

217 

238 

230 

306 

215 

284 

232 


HOMETOWN 
Claremore, OK 
Chickasha, OK 

Wynnewood, OK 
Enid, OK 

. Moore, OK 
f. The Woodland, TX 
Frederick, OK 
Corsicana, TX 
Edmond, OK 
Dallas, TX 
Broken Arrow, OK 
Abilene, TX 
Houston, TX 
Tulsa, OK 
Houston, TX 
Muskogee, OK 
Houston, TX 

Del Ciyt, OK 

Pilot Point, TX 
Lawton, OK 
Abilene, TX 

Los Angeles, CA 
‘Ada, OK 
Edmond, OK 
‘Oklahoma City, OK 
EL Reno, OK 
Marrero,LA 

West Monroe, LA 

Arlington, TX 

Muskogee, OK 

Tulsa, OK 
Healdton, OK 
Edmond, OK 
Ada, OK 
Crandell, TX 
Moore, OK 
Houston, TX 
Altus, OK 
Miami, FL 
‘Austin, TX 


. NAME Pos. 
Kempenich, Scott LT 
Little, Mo SE 
Littrell, Seth FB 
Macias, Tim c 
Malone, Terrance 
Matis, Will ol 
MoClure, Bruce c 
McKissic, Dwight RDB 
Moore, Brandon LB 
Moore, Eric cr) 
Moore, Gary Don FLP 
Moyer, Greg, RG 
Mulao, Jon’ Le 
Nelson, Derrick OL 
Ousley, Scott MLB 
Parker, DéMond HB 
Peter, Tony \B 
Peters, Stanley RB 
Phipps, Mike UE 
Pierce, Ed ow 
Pipkin, Nick WR 
Pittman, Andre ol 
Powers, Harold RG 
Riddley, Steven FS 
Rideau, Rodney FS 
Rose, Michael FB 
Rowe, David ss 
‘Skinner, Reggie RB 
Smith, Jay i 
Smith, Travian OB Tatum, TX 
Stephens, Cedric RC Dallas, TX 
Stuckey, Jay B Mansfield, TX 
White, Terry ss Houston, TX 
Wickersham, Taylor SN Broken Arrow, OK 
Wiliams, Gerald = FL Decatur, GA 
Wiliams, Sammy RT Harvey, IL 
Wiliams, Steve o Sapulpa, OK 
Woods, Mike LCB 5-11 180 Del City, OK 
Woods, PeeWee © RC 5-8 180 Fork Unio, VA 
Wyatt, Brent TE 6-3 209 Tishomingo, OK 


HOMETOWN 
Wagoner, OK 
Tuscaloosa, AL 
Muskogee, OK 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Everman, TX 
Jacksboro, TX 
Tahlequah, OK 
Arlington, TX 
Freeport, NY 
Dallas, TX 
Celina, TX 
Stillwater, OK 
Kansas City, MO 
Houston, TX 
Seminole, OK 
Tulsa, OK 
Sapulpa, OK 
Pauls Valley, OK 
Humble, TX 
Tulsa, OK 
Moore, OK 
Houston, TX 
Englewood, CA 
Plainview, TX 
Midwest City, OK 
Abilene, TX 
Austin, TX 
Claremore, OK 
Atington, TX 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (6) 


3 Jarrail Jackson (So., 41); 24 Chris Blocker (Jr, 2) 
7A. Jay Smith (Jn, 4); 79 Tim Conley (Jr, 0) 
64 Jon Mulac (Sr., 1); 62 Ricky Clark (So., 1) 
73 Bruce McClure (Sr, 3); 77 Tim Macias (Jt., 4) 
67 Derrick Nelson (St, 1); 54 Greg Moyer (Jr, 1) 
75 Sammy Williams (Sr., 1); 70 Barry Giles (Sr., 2) 
80 Stephen Alexander (Sr., 3); 86 Jason Freeman (Jr., 2) 
42 Justin Fuente (So., 1); 4 Eric Moore (Jr., 2) 
30 Jermaine Fazande (Jr., 2); 20 Michael Rose (Sr., 3) 
33 DéMond Parker (So., 1); 34 Bennie Butler (Jr., 0) 


ustin Fuente, 91-196-1271-10, 8 TDs 
Rushing: DéMond Parker, 180 Car., 1184 yds., 10 TDs 
Receiving: James Allen, 18 rec., 152 yds., 17D 
Scoring: DéMond Parker, 10 TDs, 60 points 
Punting: none 

Kicking: Jeremy Alexander, 10-21 FGs, 27-29 XP 
Tackles: Gana Joseph, 105, 66 solo 

Sacks: Travian Smith, 6 

Interceptions: Terry White, 4 for 2 yds. 


1997 Schedule 


40 Gerald Williams (Jr, 2); 83 Todd Barnes (So., 1) ee Sica 
45 Jeremy Alexander (St, 3) Sent.27 Louisville 
Oct.4 @ Kansas 
DEFENSE (7) Oct. 11 Texas (Dallas) 
Oct.18 Baylor 
96 Shaq Brown (Sr. 1); 91 Mike Phipps (Sr. 1) Oct, 25 Kansas State 
97 Kelly Gregg (Jt, 2); 98 Steve Williams (So., 1) Nov.1 @ Nebraska 
93 Martin Chase (St, 3); 94 Ryan Fisher (Fr., 0) Nov. 8 Oklahoma State 
87 Cornelius Burton (So., 1); 78 Ryan Allen (So., 1) Nov. 15 Texas A&M 
36 Travian Smith (St., 3); 40 Chris Justice (So., 1) Nov. 22 @ Texas Tech 


49 Terrance Malone (Jr., 2); 43 Corey Ivy (Sr., 2) 
84 Dale Allen (So., 1); 31 Brandon Berg (Fr., 0) 
2 Mike Woods (So., 1); 24 Ramon Burroughs (Sr., 1) 
4 Pee Wee Woods (So., 1); 7 Cedric Stephens (Jr, 2) 
48 Terry White (Jr, 2); 8 Brandon Daniels (So., 1) 
29 Gana Joseph (Jr., 1); 47 Rodney Rideau (S0., 1) 
86 Jason Freeman (Jr., 2) 


Rising Star 

Sophomore running back Bennie Butler 
is ready to run, after being injured and 
sitting out his first year in college 


because of NCAA freshman eligibility 


requirements. He was Oklahoma’s 
Gatorade Player of the Year at Del City 
High in 1994. 


Top Returning Leaders 


Head Coach: 
John Blake 


1997 Signees 


NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN. 


Balous, Johnnie RB 6-1 220 Corsicana, TX 
Rated by one recruiting publication as the 30th best 
junior college prospect in the nation; recorded 128 
‘carries for 854 yds. and 41 TDs. 


Bright, Rocky DE 6-4 235 Tulsa, OK 
Daily Oklahoman Super Blue Chip list; albstate; 
tended his career with 372 tackles, 29 sacks, eight 
fumble recoveries and two ints. 


Callens, Corey DE 6-3 258 Jenks, OK 
Daily Oklahoman Defensive Player of the Year; USA 
Toosy Player of the Year in Oklahoma; recorded 116 
tackles last year with 16 sacks, 


Conley, Tim OL 6-6 340 Los Angeles, CA 
Rated by several recrulting publications as the fourth 
best OL coming out of junior colege; named alliest- 
em States. 


Ferguson, Jeff K 6-0 460Broken Arrow, OK 
Daily Oklaboman top 50 players in the state; al: 
‘tate; alhdistrict;allconference; recorded 21. FGs for 
his career. 


Fields, Leroy WR_ 6-5 200 West Montoe, LA. 
Earied Juco AlLAmerican honors fast season; caught 
‘41 passes for 910 yds. and nine TDs, 


Holleyman, Bary OL 6-8 2450klahoma City, OK 
Daily Oklahoman Top 50; AlbBig City Defensive Player 
of the Year; registered 93 tackles as a senior. 


Ivy, Cory DB 510190 Moore, OK 
Junior college standout; ranked as one of the top 
DBs in the nation. 


Kabba, Ahmed WR 6-2 200 Okiahoma City, OK 
Dally Oklahoman AllState; District 2 Offensive Player 
of the Year; collected 37 catches for 988 yds. during 
his senior Season. 


Kelly, Roderick DL_ 6-7 235 Houston, TX 
Dallas Moming News Top 25: had 104 total tackles 
and 43 sacks last season, 


Larabee, Lynn 
‘Daily Oklahoman Al-State; District 542 Defensive 
Lineman of the Year; recorded 181 tackles and six 
‘sacks during his career. 


‘OL 6-3 245 Oklahoma City, OK 


Lowis, Chris WR 540485 Dallas, TX 
AlkAmerican; Top 100 players in the nation by the 
Dallas Moming News; caught 25 passes for 620 ys. 
and six TDs. 


Litre, Seth FB 6-0 240 Muskogee, OK. 
Rushed for 1,385 yds, and 29 TDs last season; al: 
state on both offense and defense, 


Mathis, .0. DB 6-0 470 Pampa, TX 
Missed mast of his senior season with a broken leg: 
Amarilo Globe News Super Football Team; hed 174 
tackles, five ints., five blocked kicks and two fumble 
recoveries for his career, 
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hange is good, That's been Bob Simmons’ 
approach in two seasons as Oklahoma 
“2 State's head coach. Before last season, he 
told his players “every position is up for grabs.” 
Simmons was true to his word, never using 
the same 22 starters during the season. More 
than 40 Cowboys started at least once in 1996, 
including 12 true or redshirt freshmen. 
Simmons even used the week off before the final 
game against Baylor to re-evaluate players, In addi- 
tion to changing lineups, he changed his defensive 
front before the ninth game against Texas A&M, 
replacing his 3-4 alignment with a 4-3. 
If nothing else, Simmons’ players have avoided 


<>. 
Andre Richardson 


complacency. This is a team “on the tise,” Sim- 
mons says, It appeats ie will remain a team in flux. 


Sophomore Chris Chaloupka has the most 
experience, including one start, But experience 
in his case is relative. He played in five other 
games, all but one sparingly, before being side- 
lined by a fractured hand. And his numbers 
aren't impressive: 15-of-45, 269 yards, one 
touchdown, one interception. 

Chaloupka is an intense competitor, “He's got 
a lot of fire inside him and he believes in him- 
self,” Simmons says. 

Joe Phears, a junior college transfer, has a 
strong arm but little experience, despite being a 
senior. Tony Lindsay, a redshirt freshman, is the 
best athlete of the three but has no experience. In 
addition, Simmons says prize freshman B.J. Tiger 
will compete for the starting job in fall camp. 


Senior Andre Richardson and sophomore 
Nathan Simmons will try to pick up some of the 


slack left when David Thompson graduated. 
Richardson was chosen Big Eight Freshman of 
the Year in 1994 after rushing for 774 yards, 30 
short of the school record for a freshman. He 
rushed for 705 yards as a sophomore but his 
numbers dropped to 447 last season. Still, he 
averaged 5.0 yatds per carry. Without a doubt, he 
has the credentials to become the showcase back. 
The Cowboys are hoping he has the durability 
Simmons, the coach son, carried only 17 
times, a number that could inctease significantly. 
Junior fullback Brian Aikins showed he could 
run in a pinch as well as block, averaging 5.1 
yards and scoring two touchdowns on 20 carries. 


After the Cowboys scored 30 and 31 points in 
consecutive victories to go 3-1 at the start last 
season, senior tight end Alonzo Mayes said they 
were “getting that mean streak in us." They 
couldn't keep it, however. 

Mayes poses a serious offensive threat, if the 
quarterback can get him the ball, He led the 
team in receptions, with 30 for 512 yards and 
three touchdowns in 10 games. Mayes is athletic 
and physically imposing enough to play basket- 
ball for Eddie Sutton. 

“He's smooth running and catching, and he’s 
even better at blocking,” Simmons says. 

Junior Terrance Richardson is a proven 
receiver, who is willing to make tough catches 
despite his size (5-9). He was second to Mayes 
in receptions with 29 for 376 yards and two 
touchdowns. Junior Willie Grissom began last 
season as a starter, lost his job, then got it back. 


‘The interior line was relatively stable com- 
pared to the rest of the team. Senior Calvin 
Menephee, a huge tackle, became a starter and 
held the job the rest of the way. Versatile but 
undersized senior Josh Henson (6-2, 250) started 
every game, playing center ot guard. And junior 
Jeremy Offute started from the fifth game on at 
guard, after beginning the season as a tackle, 

Sophomore Adam Davis was a starter at guard 
until the Colorado game, when he suffered a 
broken fibula and was sidelined for the season. 
He needs to fill out his 6-6 frame. Seniors David 
Camacho and George Arceo, and sophomores 
Reynell Lavigne and Blaine Cook are among the 
others who will compete for playing time. 

The Cowboys are more experienced and not 
as likely to be overmatched in the interior this 
season. Only one 1996 starter is missing. 


‘The defensive line was a source of constant con- 
sternation for defense-minded Simmons. Okla- 
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ate ranked 97th nationally in rushing 
defense, yielding an average of 225.4 yards 
per game, and allowing 39 touchdowns. 
Junior Jamal Williams is back after a stint 
at Kemper Military Academy to regain aca- 
demic eligibility. His presence at tackle, 
though welcome, will hardly solve the prob- 
lems of a year ago. Senior Brandon Ashle} 
and sophomores Denshio Cook and Cort- 
ney Mallon 
before they wi 


w 


¢ thrown into the fray 
¢ ready. Simmons has 
brought in some junior college muscle. Six 
of the Cowboys’ top 12 tacklers last season 
were defensive backs. Not a good sign 


linebackers 


Sophomore Raymond Cato was one of the 


few constants on defense at weak-side line- 
backer, starting every game. He by far the 
team’ leading tackler, with 119 tackles, 47 
more than sophomore outside linebacker 
Kenyatta Wright, the runner-up. Cato had 
only two sacks, buthe brought down ball car- 
riers for losses 13 times for a total of 39 yards. 
Wright got his first start against Col- 
orado and didnt relinquish the job, moving 
to the middle when Simmons went to a 
four-man front for the Texas A&M game. 
Junior Andrel Waddle was a starter at out- 


Cowboys Critical Play 


The tailback sweep is as much a part of the tradition at OSU as Eskimo Joe's. 


Tailback 
SWEeep) 


() 
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Barry Sanders’ 


Monster Season 
Near the end of the 1987 
season, Big Eight coaches were 
asked to pick the opposing confer- 
ence player who would help them the 
most in building a team. Kansas 
coach Bob Valesente raised eye- 
brows by picking tailback Barry 
Sanders, a sophomore backup at 
Oklahoma State. The next season, 
Sanders set NCAA records for rush- 
ing yards (2,628), rushing touch- 
downs (37) and rushing yards per 
game (238.9). Valesente was gone, 
after a 1-9-1 season. 


side linebacker prior to the ASM game. 
Juniors Joshua Green, Taber LeBlanc and Jer- 
maine Birdow all started at least once as the 
Cowboys looked for the right combination. 

At least, Cato and Wright are reasons for 
optimism about the linebacker position. 
Otherwise, it’s like the rest of the defense, 
undistinguished, at best. 


defensive backs 


Junior R.W. McQuarters is another glim- 
mer in what is mostly a gloomy picture. He 
was moved from cornerback to free safety to 
make him the focus of the secondary. 
though McQuarters played in only seven 
games before suffering a broken leg against 
Towa State, he finished among the leading 
tacklers, with 64. He also intercepted two 
passes and broke up two. 

McQuarters, like Mayes, played for the 
basketball team. McQuarters is fast, athletic 
and versatile enough to line up at receiver on 


occasion, in addition to returning kicks. 
© who reported for spring 
» practice. The most since the 
Cowboys came off late-1980s 
probation, maybe most ever. 


en 


The number of players 


Sophomores Alvin Porter and J.B. Flow- 
ers traded off starting at right cornerback. 
Junior college transfer Ricky Thompson is 
expected to play immediately. 


specialists 

Senior Jason Davis and sophomore Tim 
Sydnes provide the Cowboys with reliable 
kicking. Davis averaged 44,03 yards per 
punt to rank fifth in the Big 12 and 18th in 
the nation. Sydnes’ kicking tied for third in 
the conference and 28th nationally, making 
12-019 field goals. Andre Richardson was 
among the best kickoff returners in the con- 
ference but didn't have the minimum num- 
ber of returns to qualify statistically. 
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99 Oklahoma State Roster Big Twelve Recon: 2-6 Bob Simmons 


NO. NAME CL HOMETOWN NO. NAME . cL. HOMETOWN 

65 Adams, Tim RT 4 304 So, Houston, TX Hill, Mike. So. White Rock, BC “me 297 si ignees 

BA da Brian FB 6-1 245 Jr Woodbridge, NJ Hullum, Patrick So. Broken Arrow, OK POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 
‘Akin, Zachary DT 61 225 So. Oklahoma City, OK Jackson, Eric Killeen, TX 

10 Alexander, Trent SS. 6-0 195 Jr Tulsa, OK 96 Johnson, Chad Kansas City, MO at ng, 230 Yo A 

79 Arceo, George RG 65 297 Sr  SantaAna,CA 69 Kemp, Kevin Wewoka, OK TDs; allistit allsate. 

56 Ashley, Brandon DE 65 266 Sr. Dallas, TX 6 Klare, Kelly Amarillo, TX 

88. Barry, Sean DE 64 234 Detroit, MI 32_Knauls, Tare Tulsa, OK Blackwood, Bryan TEDE 6-5 235 Tulsa, OK 

84 Bartlett, Bruce TE 63 220 Altus, OK Lavigne, Reynell New Orleans, LA 

50 Bensen, Thomas S 541215 Worthington, OH LeBlanc, Taber 2 Edmond, OK Tanner, Bruce TE-DE 6-4 235 Garland, TX 


19. Binyon, Bryce SS 5-11178 So. Chickasha, OK Lewis, Chris 3 4 Houston, TX _allmeto; lldistct. 
33 Birdow, Jermaine DE 6-3 228 Jr. Lawton, OK Lind, Josh St Charles, MO 

49 Bollenbach, Austin. TE 6-2 212 So. Kingfisher, OK Lindsay, Tony ver, CO Butler, André «DE 6-3 230 Lawton, OK 
87 Brown, Greg TE 6-2 230 i. Marlow, OK Linnea, Kerry DeSoto, 1X Dally Oklahoman Al-State; recorded 94 total tackles, 
30 Brown, Kevin FB 6-1 260 So. McAlester, OK Love, Sean t. Oktahoma City, OK Sik Sacks asa senior, 

46. Cager, Stephen DT 6-4 294 Jr. Dallas, TX Mallory, Cortney Detroit, Mi 

75 Camacho, David 1T 6-7 300 ‘Compton, CA Mayes, Alonzo 6 Oklahoma City, OX Clavelle, Sean DL_ 6-5 260. New Ortenns, LA 


67 Campbell, Bemie DT 6-3 302 So, Washington, DC McCarty, Justin 2 Hurst, Tx iteonference at Fresno City College, 


SL Carter, Cis $$ 6-3 215 So, ElReno,0K 17 McQuarters, RW. 195 Tulsa, OK 
22 Cato, Reymond «OLB 6-1 235 So. MidwestCity, OK 71 Menephee, Calin 305 Houston, Tx 
8 Chaloupka, Chris QB G2 218 ‘Angleton, TX 57 Metcalf, Clint 28 Hooker, OK 
94. Clavell, Sean DE 6-4 264 Si, New Orleans, LA 70 Offutt Jeremy 295 Paris, TX 
47 Clopton, Chad FB 6-0 220 Yukon, OK 11 Phears, Joe 209 Pamona, CA oat ree ncriy chanohcr anaes 
48 Coleman, Tank © WR 5-9 170 Martero, LA 9 Porter, vin 176 So. Dallas, Tx wes 
415 Condy, Seth K 5-10 162 Muskogee, OK 25. Richardson, Andre 186 Dallas, Tx 
72. Cook, Blaine LG 6-3 274 Edmonton, AB 3. Richardson, Terrance 180 Dallas, 7x funn ta OLE LE 200 jg Lente 
93 Cook, Denshio «OT: 6-3. 342 Stitwater, OK 1. Simmons, Nathan 5-10 197 Boulder, CO 
78 Davis, Adam RG 64 274 Hobart, OK Steggs, Garret 63 235 Imperial, NE 
20 Davis, Jason P 6-0 220 Kerrville, TX Stevenson, Eric 62 279 Crescent, OK | WeMVaneer Maar astege. ete 
45 Edvards, Adam SS G-0 215 So, Midwest City, OK 44. Stone, Bly 6-1 240 J, Oklahoma City, OK 
1 Escalera, Richard FS «S-1 194 Moore, OK 14 Snes, Tim 62 195 So. Oklahoma City, OK John, Joson OL 6-8) 275 Honey Grove) Tk 
91 Fahlenkamp, Kyle LB 5-11 207 Kingfisher, OK 37 Thomas, stn © LB_«G-3. 237 Asti 
29 Flowers, J.B. CB 6-0 185 La Marque, TX Thompson, Chris 62 207 
2 Fobbs, Jamaal TB 5-10 180 New Orleans, LA Thompson, Ricky DB 61 178 
$1. Golden, Jack lB 6-1 230 Harvey, IL 8 Vaughn, Terance CB 5-8 180 
77 Golembiewshi, Andrew LT 6-5 288 Santee,CA 42 Weddle, Andrel «OLB G-2._237 
54 Green, Joshua OLB G-0 230 San Antonio, 1X97. Warner, Zac DE 64 239 
80 Grissom, Wille WR 5-14 190 Jr. Onlahoma City, OK 95 Weaver, Aton DE 6-4 273 
48 Haller, Jeremy FB. «G0 225 Ehart, KS 12 White, Cameron WR 6-4 178 
9 Hartsock, Jake WR 5-11 179 Norman, OK 9 Williams, Jamal OT 63 305 
62 WersonJoua LG 6-2 282 Tuttle, OK 5 Willams, Kevin CB_«G-0. 188 
6 Hil, Daunte 5-7 190 Huntsville, TX 7 Wight, Kenyatta = LB «G-1. 232 


Depth Chart Top ied. Leaders 


OFFENSE (8) Passing: Chris Chaloupka, 69-1, 1 1D 


447 DCCMECRICCI Machado, Jeff OL 6-3 275 Codar Rapids, 1A 
Considered one: of the top 15 overall recruits in the 
state of lowa; alldistrct;allarea. 


Colbert, Simeon DL_ 6-5 240 EI Reno, OK 
Aconference; alk city 


Jones, Jarmaine DB 6-2 475 Dallas, TX 
Plano, TX Alkmetro: alldistrc 
Columbus, TX 
Oklahoma City, OK Jones, Marcus WR:DB 5-9 175 _Stilwater, OK 
Houston, TX Hat 39 receptions for 912 yds, and a 38.9 yerd aver- 
Northglenn, CO on Hick tetumsy allstate; cstrict player of the 
Louisville, Ky 8" 
Pine Bluff, AR 
Vian, OK 


PEEss Es SEs SEE Eeee 


Jones, Paul WRDB 6-2 185 — Wewoka, OK 
Totaled 878 ys. recelving and 13. TDs last year 


Piunereereserdee 


Levels, Dwayne TELE 6-3220 Richardson, TX 


Alldistict. 


WR 80 Willie Grissom (Jt, 2); 4 Sean Love (Jr, 1) : 30 ree, 512 ys. 3 TDs 
IT 74 Calvin Menephee (Sr., 3); 75 David Camacho (Sr, 4) Sydnes, 

LG 62 Josh Henson (Sr., 2); 72 Blaine Cook (So., 1) Jason Da nts, 44.0 ci TAKA Je 3228 Da 
© 60 Reynell Lavigne (So., 1); 73 Josh Lind (So., 1) : 
RG 78 Adam Davis (So., 1); 79 George Arceo (Sr., 1) 
RT 70 Jeremy Offutt (Jr, 2); 69 Kevin Kemp (So., 4) 
TE 85 Alonzo Mayes (St., 3); 87 Greg Brown (Jr, 2) 
QB 8 Chris Chaloupka (So., 1); 10 Tony Lindsay (Fr., 0) 


Philips, Bryan OLDL 6-5 285 San Antonio, TX 
‘ASan Antonio, 


Rannobarger, Jason OL 6-6 315 Garland, TX 
Allmetro,alkdistrict; had 60 pancake blocks and over: 


FB 45 Brian Aikins (Jt. 2); 30 Kevin Brown (So., 1) 1997 Schedule 100 takedowns last yea. 
TB 25 Andre Richardson (Sr., 3) 4 Nathan Simmons (So., 1) Aug. 30  @ Iowa State 
* Riffe, Jake LB 6-2 225 Sand 5 OK 
WR 3 Terrance Richardson (Jr, 2); 18 Tank Coleman (So. 1) Sept.6 @ SW Louisiana juss Word AiSte: fepstoed a eonrngr 330 
K 44 Tim Sydnes (So., 1); 15 Seth Condley (So., 0) Sept. 13 Fresno State tackles and 17 socks as a senior 
Sept. 27 NE Louisiana Rivers, Marcellus TEDE 6-4 226 Okla, City, OK 
DEFENSE (6) Oct. 4 Texas Day Ohara Aine: hauled 27 tecopons 
Oct-44" »’Golorada for 625 yds. and sit TDs as a senior. 
DE 56 Brandon Ashley (Sr, 1); 95 Alton Weaver (Sr., 0) Oct. 25 Missouri Kee el, sleeves secur erin 
DT 93 Denshio Cook (So., 1); 90 Zachary Akin (So., 0) Nov.1 @ Texas A&M Tulsa World All'State; passed for 1,785 yds. and 18 
DT 92 Cortney Mallory (So., 1); 99 Jamal Williams (Sr., 1) Nov. 8 @ Oklahoma TDs wane Fath ast ie Mi: 
OLB 42 Andrel Waddle (Jr., 2); 99 Taber LeBlanc (Jr., 2) Ae a cee ace Tehama WebineVen ree Lea 
LB 32 Tarrell Knauls (Jr, 4); 37 Justin Thomas (So., 1) v. yl Sarted every game of his sophomore season and 


LB 7 Kenyatta Wright (So., 1); 44 Billy Stone (Jr., 2) Jed the team with six ints. 


OLB 22 Raymond Cato (So., 1); 54 Joshua Green (Jt, 2) siesta MOP Raita Ree 


©B 9 Alvin Porter (So., 1); 19 Ricky Thompson Ur, 0) Keqvatea wigntenone wy toto. Cs 
DE ZS B rgners (Sai) a evil WMT Aote So) low in Oklahoma State's tradition of out- 
. Weaver, Alton DL 6-5 275 Houston, TX 
SS_ 31: Chris Carter (So., 1); 15 Adam Edwards (So., 0) standing linebackers, earning a starting [iqjetemyaogete ele rar 
FS 47 R.W. McQuarters (Jr, 2); 6 Chris Thompson (J, 0) [aA ae ao RA POAMNER OF on. Sate at mayen rom Kemper Miter: 
P20 Jason Davis (Sr, 1): alongside redshirt freshman Raymond 
; RO 6-2. 195 Liberty TH 
(f ncates numer of euing starters Cato. Wright was second to Cato in tack-  -Measiaaaimen ear saernenesanet 


BOLD indicates returning starters 


Number ater ess incuats eters yon les, with 92. Scored 17 TDs a8 a senior, 
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any people in the Lone Star State rec- 
Dil esterases cn 

and western dance. University of Texas 
fans also see it as a fairly accurate description of 
the Longhorns’ 1996 breakthrough-breakdown 
season. 

Each time Texas took two steps toward becom- 
ing a national power again, it immediately took 
one step back. The Longhorns whipped archrival 
Texas ASM 51-15 but couldnt beat previously 
winless Oklahoma. They shocked Nebraska to win 
the Big 12 championship but collapsed against 
Penn State in the second half of the Fiesta Bowl. 

“We did some great things, but we kept 


Aaron Humphrey 


(negating) things with mistakes,” senior quarter- 
back James Brown says. “Losing to Penn State 
took away from what we did to Nebraska, It was 
like that all year. We haye to find a way to be 
more consistent.” 

If Texas can fill gaping holes in the secondary, 
the Longhorns have enough returning strengths 
to contend for their second consecutive confer- 
ence title. 

“The whole key is consistency,” junior tailback 
Ricky Williams says. “We know we're the best 
team in the Big 12s we just have to prove it every 
week.” 


quarterbacks 


Brown is not one of the strongest passers in 
the nation. He may not even be one of the best 
runners. Bu when you combine all his tools and 
intangibles, Brown is one of the most dangerous 
quarterbacks anywhere. 

Brown, 21-71 as a starter, has an uncanny 
ability to make things happen. He reads defenses 
well and can think on the run as well as anyone, 

“James is one of the best big-play quarterbacks 


in college football,” Texas coach John Mackovic 
says. “Everyone who plays against us recognizes 
that he is a force in the game. He is a difference- 
maker.” 

Although not nearly as flashy as Brown, junior 
Richard Walton is an experienced, dependable 
backup. 


running backs 


“Texas loses a pair of productive running backs 
in Priest Holmes and Shon Mitchell. But it may 
be a case of addition by subtraction if those depar- 
tures translate into more carries for Williams, 

Williams, who will move from fullback to tail- 
back, is one of the most dominant runners in the 
country, combining wrecking-ball power with out- 
standing speed (4.49 in the 40), He can run over 
defenders or by them with equal effectiveness, 
Williams, who also plays minor league baseball in 
the Philadelphia Phillies’ organization, rushed 205 
times for 1,272 yards in 1996. Remarkably, 869 of 
those yards were gained after the first contact. 

“It’s been said 100 times before, but 
(Williams) reminds me so much of Earl Camp- 
bell,” says Texas A&M coach R.C. Slocum, “He 
runs a little differently than Earl, but he’s just as 
dangerous, He’ the real deal.” 

Seniors Gerrod Coleman and Jeffrey Clayton, 
who redshirted last yeat, ate solid blockers bat- 
tling for the fullback assignment. 


wide receivers 


‘Texas’ all-time leading receiver, Mike Adams, is 
gone, So are veteran starters Matt Davis and Cur- 
tis Jackson. Fortunately for the Longhorns, junior 
Wane McGarity established himself as a big-time 
threat toward the end of the 1996 season, scoring 
four touchdowns in the final six games. 

“McGarity will have to be the role model and 
set the example for work ethic on the field,” 
Mackovic says. 

Juniors Mike Scarborough and Bryan White 
and sophomore Dustin Armstrong return after 
seeing limited action last year. Consistency is def- 
initely a concern among the receiving corps. 

Although Texas loses two-time, All-America 
tight end Pat Fitzgerald, the position appears to 
be in good hands with the tecutn of fifth-year 
senior Steve Bradley and juniors Derek Lewis 
and Derrick Scott. None of the three can match 
Fitzgerald’s pass-catching ability, but there 
shouldn't be a major drop-off. 


offensive linemen 


By the end of last season, Texas’ offensive line 
had become one of the strongest units in the 
country. In the final four games, for example, the 
Longhorns averaged 252.8 rushing yards per 
game and allowed just three sacks. ‘Texas even 
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prevented Nebraska from recording a sack 
for the first time in 39 games. 

This year, the Horns could be even better. 
‘The loss of All-America guard Dan Neil will 
hurt, but four starters return: senior center 
Ryan Fiebiger, junior tackles Octavious 
Bishop and Jay Humphrey, and junior guard 
Ben Adams. Sophomore Roger Roesler 
appears to be a strong replacement for Neil 


With a young defensive line in 1996, 
Texas had problems stopping the run. But 
that could change dramatically. 


Senior tackle Chris Akins may be the 
strongest man in college football, with a 556- 
pound bench press and a 760-pound squat. 

“T chink in Chris, we have one of the best 
all-around defensive linemen in the coun- 
ays Mackovic, 

Sophomore ta 


try,” 


Casey Hampton, who 
is another strong pres- 
Junior Gray Mosier is set 
to start at one end position. Cedric 
Woodard, Will Goodloe, Michael Boudoin 
and Damon Luckett will battle for the 
other starting spot and provide valuable 


depth. 


recorded 73 tackles 


ence in the middl 


Longhorns Critical Play 


With the powerful Ricky Williams moving to tailback, expect the Longhorns to 


get him the ball more often in 1997. 


Counter 
Right 


On Dec. 6, 1969, No. 1 Texas 

trailed at No. 2 Arkansas 14-8 with the 
clock winding down late in the fourth 
quarter. Facing fourth-and-3, James 
Street dropped back and connected 
with Randy Peschel for 44 yards. It was 
the play of the game in the Game of the 
Century. Texas scored in two more 
plays. The 15-14 win propelled Texas 
to the national championship. 


nas returns to the 4-3 alignment and the 
Horns seem to have a surplus of talented 
linebackers in place, Sophomore Aaron 
Humphrey, the 1996 Big 12 Defensive 
Newcomer of the Year, and junior Dusty 
Renfro are strong tacklers in the middle. 
Seniors Dwight Kirkpatrick and Kyle 
Richardson are outstanding athletes on the 
outside and are particularly 
against the pass. Richardson’ five career 
interceptions rank him third 
mong Longhorn linebackers. 


dangerous 


all-time 


With its win over 

Nebraska in the Big 12 

championship game, Texas 

claimed its third straight confer- 

ence title for the first time since 

1971-73. The Longhorns won or 
shared the 1994-95 SWC titles. 


Without a doubr, the secondary is Mac 
ovie’s primary concern. The Horns lose four 
starters from a year ago who combined to 
start 137 games in their careers. I¢3 any- 
body's guess who will start this season. 
Junior cornerback Tony Holmes is 
expected to challenge for one starting spot 
Anton Hector, Quinton Wallace, Le 
Jenkins and former running back C 
Butcher will battle for the othei 
Redshirt freshman Donald Mc 


sophomore Aaron Babino bring tremen- 


var 


corner, 


en and 


positions. 

ily on true fresh- 
having signed an impressive group of 
defensive backs in February. 


is could rely he: 


With the return of All-America senior 

lacekicker Phil Dawson and steady senior 
placekicker Phil Dawson and steady senior 
punter Mark Schultis, the Longhorns have 
one of the best kicking games in the coun- 
try. One of the leading clutch kickers in the 
nation, Dawson has six career field goals of 
50 yards or more. 
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1997 Texas Roster 


Pos, HT, WT. HOMETOWN. NO, NAME HT, WT CL. HOMETOWN 
Opto, Ben @ Sameera 19 Jones, Jeremy 5-9 163 J. —Crawiord, TX 1997 Signees 


Akins, Chis DL Sr. Paris, 1X 76 
‘Armstrong, Dustin WR So. Cleburne, 1X 84 
Babino, Aaron So, Port Arthur, TX 45 
Baker, Jeff Fr. ‘Austin, TX 77 
Bishop, Octavious tt. Spring, TX 82 
Blakley, Eddie 7 Killeen, 1X 37 
Blanchard, Marcel ; Sugarland, TX 92 
Boudin, Michael Jr. New Orleans, A 6 
Bradley, Steve Arlington, TX. 52 
Brockman, Zach  — Kames City, TX 24 
Brown, James Beaumont, 1k 8 
Brown, Ricky Arlington, TX 38 
Butcher, Chris . —_Longview, TK 95 
Cherry, Marty ». Texarkana, AK 68 
Clark, James: Austin, TX 56 
Clayton, Jeffrey Mission Viejo, CA 51 
Coleman, Gerrod ; Fort Worth, TX 9 
Curry, Derrick Houston, TX 66 
Cutrer, Tyson Aslington, Tk 46 
Danney, Chris Boerne, TX 59 
Dawson, Phil 9 Dallas, TK 88 
Dulinig, Robert 5 San Antonio, TX 72 
Elis, Tony Brownsville, TX 6 
Epps, Cortney 3 Dallas, TX 15 


Fett, Td. JI Winfield, Ik 85 
Fiebiger, Ryan Flower Mound, TX. 67 
Frierson, Kelth So. Deer Park, TX 87 
Garcia, Mike Deet Park, TX 13 
Garrett, Jonathan Jt Conroe, TK 47 
Gaskamp, Russell Weatherford, OK 12 
Goodloe, Will 266 So, Spring CA 9 
Hammer, Jake 230 Fr. Deer Park, TX 10 
Hampton, Casey 320 So, Galveston, Tk 97 
Healy, Brandon 202 Fr. —Garlsbad, CA 22 
Hector, Anton So, _Anahelm,CA 1 
Hicks, Anthony Richardson, TX 14 
Hicks, Wes J Abilene, 1X 13 
Holmes, Tony J Irving, TX 36 
Hubbard, Joe fr Hooks, 1X 51 
Humphrey, Aaron 237 So. Lubbock, TK 65, 
Humphrey, Jay 55 So Ane Th Ba 
5 Jenkins, Levar 5-10 175 Cuero, TK 


1996 Record: 8- Head Coac! 
Big Twelve Record: 6-2 John Mackovi 


Kelly, Brent 66 290 Sr Allen, TX NAME POS. HT. WT. 
Kelly, JJ. 6-2 225 Fr Brenham, TX Aaron, David WR. 6-4 486 ee 
Kirkpatrick, Dwight 6-1 225 Sr Waller, TX The Sth rated receiver in the country by PrepStan, 
Land, Richard 6-7 321 Fr. Franklin, TN caught 40 passes last season for 598 yus. and 12 
Lewis, Derek 62 230 Jt New Orleans, LA TDS; a state top 100 prospect according to al! the 
state's major newspapers 
Long, Ryan 62 170 So. Richardson, TX 
Luckett, Damon 6-2 230 So. Houston, TX | Aap, Malo QE” Sts S98 Bat 
ne 1701 rated player in Louisiana by SuperPrep 
Mahaffey, Mat 5-10.270 Je Hunts ee eo ae 2 Toe et season wi 
Mansker, Clay 6-0 240 Jr Portland, TX only 2 ints, 
McCowen, Donald 6-0 208 Fr, Dallas, TX —pradford, Corey OL 6-2 285 Lancaster, 1X 
McGarity, Wane 58 190 Jr ‘San Antonio, TX San Antonio Express-News state top 100; ranked in 
Mil, John 5-10 187 jt Alington, TX _ the top 102 players in Texas by SuperFrep. 
Mosier, Gray 6-5 3 Boetne, TX Grown, Grog —-S_G-3. 185 Baton Rouge, LA 
Muirhead, Cot 63 t. Tomball Tk PrenStarAl-Amercan; tured down Notre Dame and 
Murray, Matt 6-2 So, Mellen, TX od aed ve saad 
Nava, Brandon. 63 So. Mesquite, TX sat, Kwame al 
bret gees te . Tne! TX _ ised as stat top 100 piyer by Superrep (HBS); 
ey aa h played DB in high school but bulked up and will play 
Quye, Cory 6-6 300 Fr. San Antonio, TX Pittide backer for Texas 
Renfro, Dusty 237 Avarado, TX Glee Oleg GB -4 488 Aumbeim, CA 
Richardson, Kyle 232 St. Richardson, TX | SuperPrep  Al-American;, PrepStar Al-Amencan; 
Roberts, Chris 255 So. Austin, TX passed for 3,084 yds.and 31 TDs last year with only 
Roesler, Roger 305 So. Round Rock, TX 8 ints, 
Scarborough, Mike 4190 Jr, Sugar Land, TX Colvin, Aaton_-DT_-6-5 255 San Antonio, TX 
‘Schultis, Mark 195. Sr Sherman, TX PrepStar All-Big 12 region; listed as 8 state top 100. 
Scott, Derick 205 Jt Beaumont 1X. DY SunerPrep (#33); Nad 14. tackos nd 9 sacks 
PS h 247 bE Davis, Leonard DT 6-5 350 Wortham,TX 
saith cs FAT ot Sioux Gly NE SiprPrepN-Amaican; Parade A-Anercan; Dallas 
Stockeaks Mis Sa) 473" So a ‘Morning News All~ American; rated the #1 offensive 
Taft, Josh 237 Ft 


Katy, TX fine prospect n the Bl 12 regon; recorded 89 tack 
Thompson, Jamel 175 Fr. Dallas, TX Dickson, Tyres DB 6-475 Houston, TX 


Plano, TX les and 8 sacks in the regular season last year. 


Wallace, Quinton St Rosenberg, 1X _PrepStarAll-American rated the #3 athlete inthe Big 
Walton, Richard 1 Bay City, TX 42 region; Lemmings. Al-Southwest Teom;, Super 
Warfield, Tim Si, —Grapeland, TX Yee (HSA) a high school QB that wil play DB in 
Watson, Michael 200 Ir. San Antonio, 1x Wes 


i Ginapp, Doug DE 6-4 245 Houston, TX 
ii pal 4, Deer Park TX” sted asthe 7s ranked player in Texas at any post 
Williams, Ricky di, San Diego, CA tion by SuperPreps, Houston Chronicle State Ton 100, 
Willingham, Bryan So, San Antonio, TX gordon, Maurice FE 6-1 205 Mesqite, TX 
Winer, Clarence dr Buda, TX PrepStar All-American; rushed for over 1,200 yards 
Wood, Chad Sr Garland, TX last season and had over 100 tackies!as_ a. line 
Wood, Travis Jt. San Antonio, TX backer 
Woodard, Cedric 6-2 270 = Sweeny, TX Irwin, Chad TE 6-4 230 Baytown, TX 
Zabava, Rex 5-11 165 San Antonio, TX. PrepStar All-American; The 79th best player in Texas 
at any. position according to’ SuperPrep; caught $1 


omen Ch Top Returning Loader pam cic rotrs, penn 


OFFENSE (6) 


6 Mike Scarborough (Jr., 2); 80 Dustin Armstrong (So., 1) 
75 Octavious Bishop (Jr., 2); 70 Mike Garcia (Fr., 0) 
72 Roger Roesler (So., 1); 65 Travis Wood (Jr., 2) 

58 Ryan Fiebiger (Sr., 3); 54 Russell Gaskamp (Jt., 1) 
79 Ben Adams (Jr, 2); 74 Joe Hubbard (Fr., 0) 

67 Jay Humphrey (Jr, 2); 76 Brent Kelly (Sr,, 2) 

82 Derek Lewis (So., 39 Steve Bradley (Sr., 3) 

5 James Brown (Sr, 3); 10 Richard Walton (Jr., 2) 
11 Ricky Williams (Jr, 2); 32 Jeffrey Clayton (Sr., 4) 
29 Gerrod Coleman (Sr., 3); 32 Jeffrey Clayton (Sr., 1) 

8 Wane McGarity (Jr., 2); 1 Bryan White (Jr., 2) 

4 Phil Dawson (Sr., 3); 13 Kris Stockton (So., 1) 


DEFENSE (6) 


95 Gray Mosier (Jt., 2); 52 Cedric Woodard (So., 1) 
64 Casey Hampton (So., 1); 99 Derrick Curry (Ft., 0) 
96 Chris Akins (Sr., 3); 97 Tim Warfield (Sr., 2) 

941 Will Goodloe (So., 1); 92 Damon Luckett (So., 1) 
45 Dwight Kirkpatrick (St., 3); 51. Brandon Nava (So., 1) 
49 Aaron Humphrey (So., 1); 46 Dusty Renfto (Jr,, 2) 
59 Kyle Richardson (Sr., 3); 55 Anthony Hicks (So., 0) 
31 Tony Holmes (Jr., 2); 9 Quinton Wallace (Sr., 3) 

28 Anton Hector (So., 1); 9 Quinton Wallace (Sr., 3) 
38 Aaron Babino (So., 1); 13 Bryan Willingham (So., 0) 
24 Donald McCowen (Frt., 0); 27 James Clark (Sr., 0) 
15 Mark Schultis (Sr., 2); 24 Jeff Baker (Fr., 0) 


(H) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won, 


SuperPrep All-American; PrepStar Al-American; Lem 
Fe PERE E MAIER ings Al-Soutnivest Team; recorded 94 tackles and 
Rushing: Ricky Williams car., 1,272 yds., 12 TDs [eaianiaal 
" 95 04 F Jones, Michael TE 6-5 235 San Antonio, TX 
Receiving: Ricky Williams, 25 rec., 291. yd EME state top 100 player by alte stats newspapers; 
Scoring: Phil Dawson, 19 FGs, 51 XP, 108 points eee 12 region; credited as being a gifted 
: 4 i locking 
Punting: Mark Schultis, 47 punts, ig. awe] Deanare. FB. 64°20). "Houston, TH 
Kicking: Phil Dawson, 19-24 FGs, 51-54 XP SuporPrep Al-Amercan; totaled 1,021 yd, rushing 
24 nd 20 TDs as a senor; Austin Amorcan-Statasman 
Tackles: Aaron Humphrey, 106, 67 solo Fal 55; the Lubbock volancio-Joumal Fab 44, 
Sacks: Dwight Kirkpatrick, 4 NoDonald, Damell RB 5-14 190 Glandala, CO 
+ Dwight Ki 2 for 22 vi PrepStar Drean Teamer, ranks. as the #7 runing 
Interceptions: Dwight Kirkpatrick, 2 for 22 yards back in the nation; the consensus Colorado player of 
the year ia football the last two years and was also 


the States best baseball player last season; ranks as 
1997 Schedule anaes 


Sept.6 Rutgers ae ys., 39.3 yd. per carry pas 
itchel, Cedric LB 6-0 480 Mesquite, 

Sept. 13 UCLA Superrep All-Ameri¢an; PrepStar All-American; 

Sept. 27 @Rice tushed for 1,643 yds, fast season and had over 100 


Oct. 4 @ Oklahoma State tales a8 alinebecker 


Mitchell, Hodges RB 5-7 485 Dallas, TX 
Oct. 11 Oklahoma (Dallas) ‘SuperPrep l-American; PrepStar All-American; Dal 
Oct.18 @ Missouri as Morning News national top 100; rushed for 4873 
Oct. 25 Colorado Yas, and 23 TDs last Season, 
Nov 1 @ Bayl Rogers, Shaun DT 6-3 268 LaPorte, TK 
lov. jaylor PrepStat All-American; a state top 100 player by 
Nov. 8 Texas Tech ‘SuperPrep (#35); totaled 82 tackles and 6 sacks, 
Spoetl Josh LB G-2 220 Mosquito, TX 
Noyi15, = |Kangas PrepStarAl-American and the #9 rated linebacker in 
Nov. 28 @ Texas A&M the Big 12 region; listed as a state top 100 by Super 


Prep (#25). 
Tasby, Eric RB §-10190Corpus Christi, TX 
PrepStar Al-Big 12 region; rushed for 4,000 yds, 
4 and 48 TDs; runs the 4100 meters in 10,3 secs, 
As a true freshman last year, offensive #imery S 60 175 Houston, TX 


PEPE SuperPrep Al-American: PrepStar All-American; Dal: 
Suard Roger Roesler often played like a igiitian ae eererenan Ma tees 
Wr aR MMC SEORISM All-American; rated the top OB prospect in the Big 12 


Texas’ offensive line showed such dra- (ARIA SM GINGA asco ag 


matic improvement late in the season. Mea nAUinamh an elbunsvanaathy 


Player by SuperPrep (#64); helped the offense aver: 
‘age 340 yards per game rushing, 
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By Rusty BURSON 


je takes handoffs from a man named 

James Brown, and his walls are filled 
with posters of Bob Marley. But perhaps 
Texas junior running back Ricky Williams 
is best defined by Nat King Cole's music. In 
every sense of the word, Williams is unfor- 
gettable, 

Just ask his opponents, who say his pow- 
erful running style is out of this world. Or 
ask his teammates, who say his personality 
is out of the ordinary. Or ask his mother, 
Sandy, who says his appearance is often just 
“out there.” 

Even Williams, with his tattooed torso, 
dangling dreadlocks and thunderous 
thighs, admits he marches to the beat of 
different drum. Preferably, his own. 

“T guess I'm not your average Joe,” the 
soft-spoken, free-spirited Williams says. 
“Mainly, I’m just kind of a loner.” 

He’s a loner who is quickly on his way to 
becoming a Lone Star State legend. In two 
seasons, the San Diego native has rushed 
for 2,262 yards, broken Earl Campbells 
freshman rushing record and is on pace to 
break all of Campbell’s records. Williams 
has led the Longhorns to consecutive con- 
ference championships and has established 
himself as a legitimate candidate for the 
1997 Heisman Trophy. 

Not bad for a part-time football player. 
When he isn't leveling linebackers (68.3 
percent of his 1,272 yards last season came 
after the first contact), Williams plays out- 
field in the Philadelphia Phillies minor 
league system. And while Williams, the sec- 
ond cousin of New York Yankees slugger 
Cecil Fielder, hit just 188 for the Piedmont 
(N.C.) Boll Weevils last year, he was still 
unforgettable. Just ask Charleston (W. Va.) 
catcher James Davis. 

In the late innings of a Class A South 


Atlantic League game, Williams (6-0, 220, 
4.49 in the 40) raced around third and was 
heading home. The outfielder’s throw beat 
him by 20 feet but Davis started heading 
up the baseline. The impact at the plate 
sent Davis soaring in one direction and the 
ball in another. 

Williams was safe. Davis was out of it. 

For the rest of the season, the sound of a 
locomotive engine played over the speakers 
at Fieldcrest Cannon Stadium each time 
Williams came to the plate, honoring the 
unforgettable moment. 

“[ was going to slide, but he was in the 
base path,” says Williams, who calls base- 
ball his first love and patterns his dual-sport 
participation after Bo Jackson. “It was an 
accident.” 

Irs no accident that Williams is so bull- 
ish on the football field, however. It can be 
traced back to his childhood, when he was 
so physically gifted that he played all sports 
with older kids to find competition. 

The older kids told him he was too 
small, so Williams chose Mighty Mouse as 
one of his heroes. Today, one of his tattoos 
is of the cartoon character. 

“Mighty Mouse knocked down the big 
cats,” Williams says. “I liked that about 
him.” 

Williams didn't begin playing organized 
football until the ninth grade, but he was a 
natural. By the completion of his senior 
year at Patrick Henry High, he had raced 
around and plowed through opponents for 
4,129 yards and 55 touchdowns. He was 
rated the best running back in California 
and was an academic All-America. 

“Ricky was a man among boys,” says 
Patrick Henry coach Jerry Varner. “He 
would intimidate people in games and in 
practice by running over them and laughing. 


He had some unforgettable games for us.” 

Williams has had some unforgettable 
games with the Longhorns, as well. Just ask 
archrival Texas A&M. 

In two games against the defensive- 
minded Aggies, Williams has pummeled 
A&M for 308 rushing yards and three 
touchdowns. Thanks in large part to 
Williams, Texas has outscored A&M 
67-21 in those two games and has beaten 
the Aggies in consecutive years for the first 
time since 1982-83. 

“(Williams) can hurt you in so many 
ways,” Texas A&M coach R.C. Slocum 
says, “We certainly haven't done anything 
to hurt his stats.” 

On the field, Williams has caused plenty 
of nightmares for A&M coaches, players 
and fans. But what should really keep 
Aggies tossing at night is that he wanted to 
attend A&M. 

“When I was in high school, some guys 
who had visited Texas ASM told me how 
great a place it was,” Williams says. “I was 
looking forward to visiting A&M. I was 
kind of even hoping to wind up there. But 
they never even called me or wrote mea let- 
ter. Texas started recruiting me and I really 
liked my visit.” 

Upon arriving in Austin, Williams 
looked at Earl Campbell’s 1977 Heisman 
‘Trophy and noticed the empty space beside 
it in the display case. Williams confidently 
announced he would one day fill that space 
with a Heisman of his own. 

His confidence, however, quickly turned 
into concern after watching films of Camp- 
bell. Williams was mesmerized by Camp- 
bell’s power, and he wondered aloud if he 
ever could be as good. 

Now, it’s Campbell who wonders how 
good Williams can be. 
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“He's a heck of a player, and it’s a com- 
pliment to me that they call him ‘Litde 
Earl’ and compare him to me,” says Camp- 
bell, who talks frequently with Williams. “T 
think he has an excellent chance of winning 
the Heisman Trophy this year. I think he’s 
that good. I think he’ a good kid, too.” 

Williams isa kid only in terms of his age 
(20). He has a level of maturity and a sense 
of responsibility that exceeds his years. 
Those qualities — like his toughness on 
the football field — can be traced back to 
his childhood. 

His father walked out on the family 
when Williams was 5, leaving him as the 
only male in the house. Sandy, meanwhile, 
took extra jobs and started attending night 
school to provide for Ricky, his twin sister, 
Cassie, and his infant sister, Nisey. 

“[ wasn't there a lot, and Ricky took on 
the responsibility of tucking his baby sister 
in and doing so many other things,” Sandy 
says. “Once, after he and I had a disagree- 
ment, he turned to me and said, ‘Mom, it’s 
really hard being the man of the house 
when I'm 6.’ 

“Ricky's always been very mature 
because it’s been a necessity, That's why I 
am so happy he is enjoying himself and 
having so much success now. It makes all 
those struggles seem worth it.” 

When Williams accepted the Phillies’ 
$50,000 signing bonus after high school, 
he again took care of his family first. He 
bought himself a Blazer, but most of the 
money was used to pay for Cassie's first 
year of college and to move his mother 
from San Diego to Austin. Now, Cassie 
attends Texas and Nisey will be enrolling 
there this fall. 

“A lot of times, because he likes to keep 
to himself, it seems like Ricky doesn’t care 
what people think,” Sandy says. “But he 
cares about people, especially his family. 
He loves having us here in Austin.” 

Although he doesn't get close to many 
people — Williams says he likes having 
one or two close friends, not a bunch of 
them — he is definitely a fan favorite. 

Texas fans chant Williams’ name and 
call local radio stations demanding he 
receive more carries. Due to Longhorn 
coach John Mackovic’s balanced run-pass 
philosophy and the presence of upperclass- 
men like Shon Mitchell and Priest 
Holmes, Williams averaged just over 15 
carries per game from his fullback position. 

But now, Mitchell and Holmes are gone 
and Williams has been moved to tailback. 
That should translate into more carries and 
more headaches for opponents. 

“T think Ricky’s going to have a great 


year,” Brown says. “If there’ one thing I'm 
not worried about, its Ricky. Helll play 
hard and play well every game.” 

The concern among Texas fans is that 
Williams may play too well, that he'll leave 
school for the NFL after his junior season 
and devote all his time toward becoming 
the next dual-sport superstar. 

Williams isn't ruling out that possibility. 
If he reaches his goals for this season, he 
says he will seriously consider leaving Texas. 


Those goals are quite lofty. They 
include winning the Heisman Trophy, 
rushing for 2,200 yards and leading Texas 
to a Big 12 title and a shot at the national 
championship. 

“Tt would take a lot to get me to leave 
early,” Williams says. “It would have to be 
an unforgettable season.” 

Unforgettable, huh? Well, that would 
certainly fit in with everything else Ricky 
Williams has done. 
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rior to the 1995 season, ‘Texas A&M 
eo placed a photo of the Fiesta Bowl in the 

locker room to serve as a reminder of the 
team’s No. 1 goal: a shot at the national champi- 
onship that year. This season, perhaps the Aggies 
should place a photograph of a football in the 
locker room. 

One of the nation’s elite teams of the 1990s, 
A&M suffered its worst season last year since 
1983. The primary reason for the frustrating fall 
was a failure to protect the football. In six losses, 
the Aggies committed 22 turnovers. 

“Turnovers killed us,” A&M coach R.C. 
Slocum says. “The years you make very few 


Warrick Holdman 


turnovers, people want you to speak at coaches 
conventions on how to protect the ball. Then 
there are years like 96 when you keep coughing 
it up. Hopefully, we got that out of our system.” 

IF A&M can limit turnovers in 1997, there is 
enough talent in place to make a dramatic turn- 
around from last year’s 6-6 disappointment and 
bounce back into a bowl game, 


quarterbacks 


Senior Branndon Stewart has the physical 
tools to be one of the nation’ better quarter- 
backs. He has good size (6-3, 214), a strong arm 
(1,904 yards passing) and an outstanding ability 
to run. In warm-ups, he looks like a young John 
Elway. So why did the Tennessee transfer strug- 
gle so often last year? 

“Brandon is a talented guy, but he was basi- 
cally like a freshman,” Slocum says. “He played 
sparingly as a freshman at Tennessee (behind 
Peyton Manning) and sat out a year after his 
transfer. He played like a guy who hadn't played 
much. He forced some things early in the season 
and his confidence was rattled. But I expect to 


2 


see a completely different, much more comfort- 
able Branndon Stewart.” 

If Stewart makes better decisions, the Aggies 
could be in great shape. Sophomore Randy 
McCown is a bright and capable backup. 


running backs 

Contrary to what some opponents may have 
thought, Leeland McElroy did turn pro in 1996. 
The A&M player wearing No. 34 just looked — 
and played — much like McElroy. 

True freshman Dante Hall stepped in and the 
Aggies’ ground game barely missed a beat. Hall, 
Big 12 Freshman of the Year, combines an out- 
standing mixture of power and clusiveness, He 
rushed for 642 yards on 92 carries (7.0 yards per 
carry), while splitting time with juniors-to-be 
Sirr Parker and Eric Bernard. Hall should be the 
main man among the talented trio of tailbacks. 

With Hall and powerful junior fullback 
D’Andre Hardeman (669 yards and 17 touch- 
downs), the Aggies have a pair of “H” bombs in 
the backfield. 


receivers 


The loss of big-play receiver Albert Connell 
and the brittle nature of juniors Aaron Oliver 
and Donte Hawkins make wide receiver the 
biggest area of concern on offense. 

Oliver and Hawkins have been burdened by 
injuties. Both have good speed and the ability to 
get open, but dropped passes have been a prob- 
lem. 

“Somebody is going to have to step forward 
for us,” Slocum says. 

Sophomores Leroy Hodge, Matt Bumgardner 
and Chris Cole, along with true freshman 
Antoine Gandy, could play vital roles. 

An interesting bate is shaping up at tight 
end, where juniors Derrick Spiller and Dan 
Campbell return after splitting time a year ago. 
Campbell may be the better receiver. 


offensive linemen 

A&&M°s run blocking in 1996 was improved as 
the Aggies rushed for 2,764 yards, but pass 
blocking is still a concern. Part of Stewart's 
inconsistencies was a direct result of breakdowns 
up front. The Aggies surrendered 27 sacks in 
1996 and Stewart was often under heavy pres- 
sure. 

The offensive line should be better. Senior 
tackle Chris Ruhman, senior guard Steve McK- 
inney, senior center Koby Hackradt, sophomore 
guard Semisi Heimuli and junior tackle 
Cameron Spikes have all started throughout 
much of their careers. The loss of All-Big 12 line- 
man Calvin Collins will hurt, but A&M should 
be in solid shape with plenty of depth. 
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defensive linemen 

First, the bad news: All three 1996 
starters — Pat Williams, Ed Jasper and 
Brandon Mitchell — are gone. The good 
news is last year’s backups (Brad Crowley, 
Zerick Rollins and Marcus Heard) are 
seniors now and have seen considerable 
playing time. None of the three will be con- 
fused with their predecessors in raw talent, 
but they will lessen the demand placed on 
one of the most impressive freshmen classes 
of defensive linemen in the nation. Slocum 
says Robert Bernard, Ron Edwards, Ronald 


Flemons, Lonnie Madison, Tango 


McCauley and Evan Perroni all have a 
chance to contribute as true freshmen. 


linebackers 


Even with the loss of All-American Keith 
Mitchell, the Aggies are again loaded at 
linebacker. Some things never change. 

“Te seems like Texas A&M always has 
real good linebackers 
Ric 


Texas running back 


Williams says. “They come hard after 


Leading the charge will be junior inside 
linebacker Dat Nguyen. The underrated, 
hhieving Nguyen is a ferocious tackler 


Aggies Critical Play 


With a fully stocked stable of talented tailbacks, you can expect to see the 
Aggies running this play plenty of times in 1997. 


Strong ian 
Power R 


Defense Tames 
Tigers Best 

On Jan. 1, 1986, with Texas 
A&M clinging to a 21-16 lead in its 
first Cotton Bowl appearance in 18 
years, Auburn had a first down at the 
Aggies’ G-yard-line early in the fourth 
quarter. Heisman Trophy winner Bo. 
Jackson was given the ball four times 
in a row. Each time, the swarming 
A&M defense turned Jackson away, 
providing the defining moment in the 
Aggies’ 36-16 win. 


IK 


who is always around the ball. Slocum says 
if he had 22 Nguyens, the Aggies would be 
in position to win a national title. 

In the middle, junior Warrick Holdman is 
an athletic playmaker alongside Nguyen, and 
senior Phillip Meyers and sophomore Chris 
Thierry show big-time blitzing abilities on 
the outside. Senior Trent Driver is a reliable 
veteran, and true freshmen Roylin Bradley 
and Christian Rodriguez could see consider- 
able playing time. 


defensive backs 
BYU passed for 536 yards against the 


young A&M secondary in the season 
opener. Texas threw for 359 yards in the 
finale. In between, it wasn't much better. 
2 of 1995, Texas A&M's 
y only win against bowl 


teams came against Michigan. 
A&M plays four teams in '97 that 
went to bowl games last year. 


Since the third game 


This year, however, ASM should be dra- 
matically improved. Junior college transfer 
Eric Jennings was ineligible last year but is 
now ready to step into one corner. Jennings 
is an extremely physical player with out- 
standing coverage ability. Junior Shun 
Horn will move ftom cornerback to strong 
safety. That move, along with the emer- 
gence of sophomores Brandon Jennings, 
Jason Webster and Delvin Wright, will give 
the Aggies a much-needed boost in speed. 


specialists 

Sophomore punter Shane Lechler was 
one of the Aggies’ most valuable weapons, 
averaging more than 42 yards per punt. In 
one game, he had two punts of over 70 
yards. 

Senior kicker Kyle Bryant hit 18-of-23 
field-goal attempts and 35-of-38 extra- 
point tries. As a punt returner, Hall led the 
nation in returns (43) and punt return 
yardage (573), breaking a 53-year-old 
school record. 
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997 Texas A&M Roster 


HT. WT. CL. 


|. NAME 

Anthony, Comelius 1 
Bemard, Eric RB 
Bragg, Jason RB 
Broughton, RoDerrick TE 
Brown, Don OL 
Brown, Quinton LB 
Broyles, Maro RB 
Bryant, Kyle 

Bumgardner, Matt 
Campbell, Daniel 

Coady, Rich 

Cole, Chris 

Coryatt, Sean 

Couch, Rory 

Crenstiaw, Shannon 

Crowley, Brad 

Curry, Sedrick 

Driver, Trent 

Dudley, Adren 

Hackradt, Koby 

Hall, Dante 

Hardeman, D'Andre 
Hargett, Thadd 

Hawkins, Donte 

Heard, Marcus 

Heimuli, Semisi 

Hodge, Leroy 

Holder, Shea 

Holdman, Warrick 

Hom, Jake 

Hom, Shun 

Houston, Brandon 
Jennings, Brandon 
Jennings, Eric 

Jennings, Michael 
Johnston, Bill 

Jones, Toya 

Kazmierski, Mike 

Lechler, Shane 

Ledmicky, Kyle 

Mahone, Matt 


64 
5-10 
63 
63 
65 
62 
S41 
57 
62 
66 
64 
64 
64 
Sit 
5-10 
65 
63 
63 
65 
65 
59 
511 
64 
64 
63 
63 
63 
66 
64 
64 
5-11 
66 
62 
541 
40 
6-0 
63 
65 
63 
64 
64 


200 
190 
207 
240 
296 
232 
242 
162 
196 
253 
200 
178 
211 
220 
173 
248 
185 
231 
230 
272 
180 
225 
190 
178 
201 
300 
207 
295 
228 
281 
188 
276 
180 
190 
170 
169 
190 
246 
219 
230 
249 


Fr 
Jt 
So. 
Fr. 
J 
Sr 


HOMETOWN. 


Missout City, 


™ 


Tulsa, OK 


Stephenville, 


Monroe, 


Houston, 
Corsicana, 
Tyler, 


r College Station, 


Luling, 
Glen Rose, 
Dali, 
Orange, 


‘Sugar Land, 
(Odessa, 


Austin, 


r Corpus Christi 


OFFENSE (8) 


Houston, 
Cleveland, 
Henderson, 
Conroe, 
Houston, 


Houston, 


Crockett, 
Round Rock, 
San Antonio, 

Euless, 
Rosenberg, 


Aingtor 


Alef, 
Garland, 
Jasper, 


Houston, 
Pomona, 


ed salsdisttsd sels salsa slisdlsd tis isd st Slit xt Siisdict Sidi tists ot 


cA 


Aurora, CO 


Pe 


Refugio, 
Bryan, T 


East Bemard, 
Houston, 
Longview, 


x 


™% 
1K 
1X 
1% 
i 


LE 
NT 
RE 


37 Donte Hawkins (Jr., 2); 1 Aaron Oliver (Jr., 2) 


62 Semisi Heimuli (So., 4); 71 Chris Valetta (F., 0) 
69 Koby Hackradt (Jr., 2); 53 Rex Tucker (Ir. 2) 

72 Steve McKinney (Sr., 3); 56 Toby McCarthy (Fr., 0) 
76 Chris Ruhman (St., 3); 74 Brandon Houston (Jr., 2) 
87 Derrick Spiller (Jr., 2); 89 Danie| Campbell (Jr., 2) 


7 Brandon Stewart (Sr., 1); 15 Randy McCown (So., 1) 


20 D’Andre Hardeman (Jr., 2); 33 Mare Broyles (Jr. 2) 

34 Dante Hall (So., 4); 8 Sirt Parker (Jr., 2) 

88 Leroy Hodge (So., 1); 81 Matt Bumgardner (So., 0) 
3 Kyle Bryant (Sr., 3); 


DEFENSE (6) 


‘94 Zerick Rollins (Sr., 2); 57 Kevin Vestal (So., 0) 
90 Stephen Young (Fr., 0); 97 Marcus Heard (Sr., 3) 
45 Brad Crowley (Sr. }2 Mike Kazmierski (So., 0) 


OLB 51 Phillip Meyers (Sr., 3); 58 Chris Thierry (So., 1) 
ILB 28 Trent Driver (Sr., 3); 44 Sean Coryatt (So., 1) 

ILB 9 Dat Nguyen (Jr, 2); 60 Rory Couch (Fr., 0) 

OLB 43 Wantick Holdman (Jt, 2); 46 Comelius Anthony (Fr., 0) 


cB 
cB 
Ss 
FS 
P 


39 Jason Webster (So., 1); 4 Delvin Wright (Fr., 0) 

24. Shun Horn (Jt., 2); 27 Jeff Wilson (Fr., 0) 

48 Rich Coady (Jr., 2); 18 Sedrick Curry (So., 1) 

30 Brandon Jennings (So., 1); 5 Toya Jones (Jr., 2) 
6 Shane Lechler (So., 1) 


(#) indicates number of retuming starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


HOMETOWN 
8 Marty Toby Midland, TX 
McCown, Randy Jacksonville, TX 


Wilson, Jef 


Houston, TX 
Galveston, TX 

Rockport, TX 

Oliver, Aaron Arlington, TX 
Parker, Sirr Los Angeles, CA 
Patton, Ronal Houston, TX 
Rollins, Zerick Houston, TX 
Ruhman, Chris Houston, TX 
Spikes, Cameron Bryan, TX 
Spiller, Derrick LaMarque, TX 
Stewart, Branndon Stephenville, TX 
Baytown, TX 

Midand, TX 

Plano, TX 

New Braunfels, TX 

Vincent, Andy Sulphur, LA 
Webster, Jason Houston, TX 
Williams, Michael Lowisille, 
x 

ans 

™ 


Young, Stephen 


Jefferson, 


Top Returning Leaders 
i ranndon Stewart, 146-299-1904-7, 9 TDs 

Rushing: Sirr Parker, 149 car., 704 yds., 2 TDs 
onte Hawkins, 32 rec., 409 yds. 

Scoring: D'Andre Hardeman, 18 TDs, 108 points 
ane Lechler, 72 punts, 42.7 avg. 

Kicking: Kyle Bryant, 18-23 FG, 35-38 XP 

Tackles: Dat Nguyen, 148, 98 solo 


Sacks: Philip Meyers, 3 
Interceptions: Dat Nguyen, 3 for 38 yards, 1 TD 


1997 Schedule 


Sept.6 Sam Houston St 
Sept 20 SW Louisiana 
Sept. 27 North Texas (Irving) 
Oct.4 @ Colorado 
Oct. 11 —lowa State 
Oct.18 @ Kansas State 
Oct.25 @ Texas Tech 
Nov. 1 Oklahoma State 
Nov. 8 Baylor 
Nov. 15 @ Oklahoma 
Nov. 28 Texas 


Rising Star 


His name should ring a bell. After all, 


that's exactly what Sean Coryatt’s older 
brother, Quentin, did at A&M: ring oppo- 


nents’ bells. Sean, a sophomore line- 
backer, displayed last year on special 
teams that he has his brother’s tenacity. 


1996 Record: 6-6 
Big Twelve Recor 


a 


1997 Signees 


NAME Pos. 
Bemard, Rocky DL. 


Bradley, Royin LB 


Brooks, Jay DE 


Bryan, William DB 


Edwards, Ron DL 


Flemons, Ronald DE 


Gandy, Antoine 


wR 


Glenn, Jason DB 


Jameson, Michael DB 


Jennings, Efie DB. 


Madison, Lonnie DL 


McCauley, Tango DL. 


Mckinney, Seth OL. 


Nichols, Tenry DE 


Perroni, Evan DL. 


Rhodes, Bumest RB. 


Robertson, Harold LB. 


Rodtiguer, Christin LB 


Schobel, Matt QB 


‘Simon, Amon LB. 


Taylor, Chris DB 


Vakalahi, Moses OL 


Head Coach: 
R.C. Slocum 
HT. WE HOMETOWN. 
6-3 255 Baytown, TX 
6-2 222 LaMarque, TX 
511185 Killeen, TX 
5.10 195 Bryan, TK 
6-4 260 Houston, TX 
6-6 235 San Antonio, TX 
6-4 190 Irving, TX 
6-2 205 Houston, 1X 
61175 Killeen, TX 
5-11 190 Mi San Antoni, CA 
6-4 235 The Wootands, TK 
6-4 260. Oklahoma City, OK 
6-4 280 Austin, TX 
6-3 230 E1Paso, TX 
6-6 245 Houston, TX 
541185 Terrell, 1X 
6-3 196 Dallas, TX 
6-3 223 Ni Mosgite. TK 
64 220 Columbus, TX 
6-4 235 Houston, TX 
6-0 170 Madisonville, TX 
6-5 265 Euless, 1X 
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fter All-American Byron Hanspard 
A rushed for 287 yards against Baylor, sur- 
passing 1,000 on his way to 2,084 last 
season, Texas Tech coach Spike Dykes said: “I've 
been working with him after practice. I've been 
teaching him a lot of my old moves.” 
Unfortunately for the Red Raiders, Hanspard 
f: Lubbock early by way of the NEL draft. 
‘Texas Techs young and inexperienced running 
backs could use some of his old moves — 
Hanspard’s that is. 
The Red Raiders had good fortune away from 
home, winning their last three road games last 


season, 


Montae Reagor 


“We had a stigma of not being able to win 
against good teams on the road,” Dykes said, 
“Thank goodness we've gotten over that.” 

Texas Tech has an opening-game assignment 
no team would look forward to in trying to keep 
that modest streak active. The Red Raiders open 
at Tennessee and play key conference games at 
Baylor, Nebraska and Texas. 


quarterbacks 


Senior 
freshman sea 
history. 

Although Lethridge has completed only 47.3 
percent for his career, he has been a productive 
passer. The senior threw for 1,686 yatds and 11 
touchdowns last season, with only six 
interceptions. 

Lethridge set a Southwest Conference record 
of 211 consecutive passes without an intercep- 
tion as a sophomore and ranks third on Texas 
‘Tech's career lists for passing yards and touch- 
downs. He has led his team to three consecutive 
bowl appearances. 


bbie Lethridge, a starter since his 
‘on, is one of the best in Red Raider 


“Zebbie is the fiercest competitor I think I've 
ever been around,” says Dykes. 


running backs 


Dykes has predicted that when sophomore 
Clint Robertson's time comes, “he will really 
light up the scoreboard.” 

The Red Raiders are hoping Robertson's time 
is now. One of only two freshmen to travel regu- 
larly last season, he was used primarily as a kick 
returner, carrying only seven times for 9 yards. 
Even so, Robertson has a wealth of experience 
compared to those competing with him for the 
starting job. 

James Easterling and Anthony Malbrough are 
redshirt freshmen. Malbrough, in particular, is 
rusty from sitting out a year 

Sophomore fullback Sammy Morris averaged 
7.8 yards per cary in eight games. The Red 
Raiders have had six 1,000-yard rushers in the 
last 10 years, But Hanspard was responsible for 
two of those seasons, 


receivers 

Lethridge’s top receivers, junior Donnie Hart 

and senior Malcolm McKenzie, return. 

jart is the more reliable, He suffered a con- 
cussion in last season's opener at Kansas State and 
had problems holding onto the ball after that. As 
the season progressed, however, Hart became the 
go-to guy. In his breakout game against Texas, he 
caught five passes for 241 yards and two touch- 
downs. McKenzie has size and big-play potential 
but has lacked consistency. 

Senior Stacy Mitchell also is a big-play threat, 
despite his size, At 5-5 and 150 pounds, he’s 
among the smallest players in NCAA Division L- 
A, Mitchell also is an experienced kick returner. 

Sophomore tight end Kyle Allamon started 
just five times because of injuries. He's a proven 
blocker and caught four passes, the only comple- 
tions to a returning tight end. 


offensive linemen 


Three of the linemen responsible for opening 
holes for Hanspard are gone. The only returning 
starters are seniors Jay Pugh and Chris Whitney, 
the most versatile linemen. Dykes rates Whitney 
“one of the finest interior linemen we've had here 
in a long time.” 

The offensive line was a recruiting priority, 
and Dykes is hoping junior college transfers can 
have an immediate impact. Junior Rick Fielder 
might be the best. He's certainly the most 
mature, having spent four years in the Marines 
before attending Mt. San Jacinto Junior College. 
Fielder, who enrolled and went through spring 
practice, is a proven run blocker. 

Junior transfers Anthony Patricio and Shane 
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120 


Roberts have a spring’s worth of experience, 
as well as good size. The Red Raiders also 
anticipate key plays from 380-pound red- 
shire freshman Jonathan G 


defensive linemen 


Junior end Montae Reagor must assume 
leadership responsibilities, following Tony 
Daniels’ early departure for the pro draft. 
Reagor is a big-play defender, as indicated 
by his nine tackles for a loss and four sacks. 
He also forced and recovered three fumbles, 
finishing third in team tackles. 

Seniot tackles Corey Chandler and Cody 


Chandler, who came to Tech 
might not be flashy but he’s steady. 
same is true of McGuire. 

Sophomore Taurus Rucker was Reagor's 
backup. He was moved to the other side in 
the spring and is among the reams most 
tireless workers. Rucker was at his best 
against the best, making a career-high six 
tackles in the Red Raiders’ 24-10 loss to 
Nebraska. 


linebackers 


Senior Eric Butler is the returning starter 


The 


Red Raiders Critical Play 


The Red Raiders rely on this play in crucial situations, to get extra yards or 


first downs. 


8267827 
a e 


NaN 
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Aggies Streak oO 


Comes To An End 
On Oct. 2, 1995, All-Amer- 
ica linebacker Zach Thomas returned 
a pass interception 23 yards for a 
touchdown with 30 seconds remain- 
ing to give the Texas Tech a 14-7 vic- 
tory and end Texas A&M's 29-game 
Southwest Conference unbeaten 
streak. 


in the middle and the only linebacker with 
significant experience 


Butler was involved in 68 tackles a year 
ago, despite being hampered by a late-sea- 
son shoulder injury. Included in those 68 
tackles were four sacks. He has big-play 
ability. 

Sophomore Kevin McCullar was used on 
special teams until injuries to other players 
provided him an opportunity on the weak 
side. He has good speed. Strong-side line- 
backer Ty Ardoin, a junior, also was a spe- 
cial-teams player. 


That's the percentage 

of increase in the Red 

Raiders’ home attendance 

the last two seasons. The aver- 

age crowd at Jones Stadium in 
1996 was 45,317. 


defensive backs 


‘The secondary should be the strength of 
the defense. Seniors Tony Darden. and 
Dane Johnson, and junior Corey Turner are 
returning starte 

Darden is playing his third position at 
Tech, He began as a quarterback, became a 


big-play wide receiver and then was moved 
to the secondary. Darden has thrown a 
touchdown 
cepted one during his collegiate career. He 
has gained weight and gotten stronger, 
making him more effective in man-to-man, 


caught one and int 


bump-and-run coverage. 

Red Raider opponents tried to exploit 
‘Turner's inexperience early last season. He's 
small bue fast and led the secondary in tac 
les. Johnson, also an outstanding. kis 
returner, is a stabilizing force at free safety, 
serving as a defensive captain. 


specialists 

Junior Jaret Greaser began last 
senior Tony Rogers’ backup. Greaser was 
successful on 12-of-18 field-goal attempts, 
including four against Oklahoma State. 

Junior Jeremy Hernandez was named the 
starting punter just before last season’s 
opener and responded by averaging 41.0 
yards, seventh-best in the conference. 


ason. as 
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997 Texas Tech Roster 


NO. NAME Ss. 
94 Allamon, Kyle 


HOMETOWN. 


oa var Lubbock, Tx 


NO, NAME 
8 Lethridge, Zebbie 


HT. WT. CL. 
60 192 Sr 


HOMETOWN 
Lubbock, TX 


Head Coach: 


s 


ike Dykes 


1997 Signees 


29° Ardoin, Ty 6-0 185 Beaumont, TX Malbrough, Anthony 5-11 195 So. Beaumont, TX — NAME POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN: 
81 Baker, Tim 65 184 Borger, TX Malouf, Rory 6-2 260 Fr Levelland, TX Alexander Antwan DB 5-11.190 Midland, TL 
48 Bass, Sheldon 5-10 192 Odessa, TX MeCullar, Kevin 63 205 So. Irving, TX. 
59 Belden, Jason 5-11 261 ‘San Antonio, TX McFadden, Steve 65 272 Fr. Houston, TX 
39 Benefeld, Mike 5-10 175 LaMarque, TX 74 MeGuire, Cody 65 276 &. Crane, TX 
Birkholz, Chris 60 171 Temple, TX. Mckenzie, Malcolm 6-2 211 Sr San Antonio, Tx Coffey Jason RB 511.215 Mesquite; TX 
23 Bownds, Reagan 5-10 170 Eldorado, TX Mitchell, Stacy 5-5 150 Sr. DeSoto, TX 
3 Brown, Darwin 5-11 163 Tyler, TX Morris, Sammy 6-0 212 So. San Antonio, TX 
48. Butler, Eic 6-1 251 Wichita Falls, TX Nichol, David 5-10 182 So. Dallas, TX yep, tamaal QB 6-1 195 Dallas, TX 
33. Cantu, Toby 5-10 166 Benavides, TX Patricio, Anthony 64 310 J Van Nuys, CA 
77 Carruth, Erik 64 284 Rockport, TX. Patton, Cody 6-6 279 Jr Electra, TX 
36 Cartwright, Robby 6-1 193 Boyd, TX. Patton, Terry. 6-1 285 Fr. Wichita Falls, TX 
93 Chandler, Corey 65 258 San Antonio, TX 9 Peters, Rob 63 219 So. aly, X Doris, Derek DB 6-2 185 sale, TH 
52 Cockrum, Keith 62 194 Goldthwaite, TX __Pharies, Chet 6-0 189 Fr Clovis, NM 
62 Collingsworth, Justin 65 288 Pampa, TX Potter, Zac. 6-3 218 Marble Falls, TX 
52 Culpepper, William 6-0 222 Clebume, TX Price, Duane 5-11 165 College Station, TX 
46. Cumby, Keith 5-10 209 Van, TX 63. Pugh, Jay 63 287 Abilene; TX: Seascale ceo oe ci cUeee sna 
41. Darden, Tony 6-0 196 San Antonio, 1X Rains, Caleb 6-0 229 Ato, TX 
58 DePasquale, John 6-4 268 Houston, TX 34. Reagor, Montae 6-2 249 Waxahachie, 1x 
26 Duffie, Tim 5-11 218 Jefferson, TX Renda, Rudolph. 5-11 225 Keller, TX Garland, Stoney DT 6-6 285 Plains, TX 
32. Easterling, James 5-9 182 Crowley, TX Roberson, Brian 62 174 Richardson, TX 
Fielder, Rick 64 290 Powhatan, VA. Roberts, Shane 6-5 283 Scottsdale, AZ 
31 Fite, Joe 59 164 San Antonio, TX 2. Robertson, Clint 6-0 179 Dallas, Tx 
10 Giddens, Brian 5-10 171 Tyler, TX Robinson, John 5-10 196 San Antonio, TX Helder, Matt OL 64 256 Roswell, NM 
97 Greaser, Jaret 6-0 180 Amatlio, X98. Rogers, Tony 5-11 184 Sr, Plano, TX 
Gray, Johnathan 65 380 ‘Lubbock, TX Rucker, Taurus 244 So. Denison, TX 
50 Haddon, Robert 63 275 Euless, TX Sanders, Kyle 281 Fr. Monahans, TX 
, d ; 1B 6-4 220 Cameron, Tx 
69. Hancock, Aaron 63 2i7 Alvord, TX 83 Shipley, Kyle 232 So. Atington, Tx Hooks: Sam gists: 
60 Hansen, Jayson 6-4 297 Kelowna, BC Smith, Brian 270. Ie. EI Paso, TX 
82 Hart, Donnie 6-1 187 Wolfforth, TX Solis, Oscar 172 So. ‘Slaton, TX 
Hawkins, Jonathan 5-10 216 Wichita Falls, TX Tittle, Matt 209 Jr. Flower Mound, TX Jansen, J.P, TE 6-3 210 Buda, TX 
88 Hayes, Philip 60 178 Carrollton, TX Toliver, Duane 207 Fr, Knox City, TX 
44. Hernandez, Jeremy 5-11 190 Midland, 1X 21. Turner, Corey 471 Jk DeSoto, TX 
40. Hil, Harfand 5-40 202 Cedar Hil, TX 19 Washington, Mark Sal tat ft Sweeny, TX 
42 Hunter, Rickey 5-10 167 Dallas, TX Whitney, Chris 63 278 Sr, Para, 1X, biasrels sie QlOs es 20 sa Caatieod 12) 
95 Jasin, PJ. 6-2 253 Rockwall, TX Winn, Tim 64 233 So. Longview, TX 
43. Johnson, Dane Sell 195 Southlake, TX 25. Wright, James 5-40 167 Temple, TX 
90 Jones, Jason 64 314 Dallas, TX Lomons, Devin. LB 6-3 220 Pampa, TX 
70 Kacal, Kenneth 61 220 Waxahachie, TX 
72. Lee, Nick 67 321 DeSoto, TX 
= Martin, Dan OL 6-2. 300 Las Vegas, NV 
Depth Chart Top Returning Leaders 
OFFENSE (4: Passing: Zebbie Lethridge, 117-267-1686-6, 11 TDs 
(4) Rushing: Zebbie Lethridge, 103 car., 342 yds.,77Ds [iS @eti i (CC coomg 
82 Donnie Hart (Jr., 2); 81 Tim Baker (Fr., 0) jonnie Hart, 22 rec., 494 yds., 4 TDs 
LT Rick Fielder (Jr., 0); Johnathan Gray (Fr., 0) jaret Greaser, 12 FGs, 28 XP, 64 points 
LG 66 Chris Whitney (Sr, 3); 60 Jayson Hansen (Sr., 1) CCU ECR EO am Norman, John 0B 6-2 180 Midland, Tx 
© 63 Jay Pugh (Sr, 3); 50 Robert Haddon Ur., 0) Jaret Greaser, 12-18 FGs, 28-30 XP 
RG 77 Erik Carruth (Jr., 1); Anthony Patricio Ur. 0) flontae Reagor, 80, 47 solo 
RT 62 Justin Collingsworth (Jr., 1); Shane Roberts (Jr, 0) [RECUCHIV GI CraSce yas iplitey Dogars SDB Se- 25486) i Lumact 7 
TE 91 Tim Winn (So., 0); 94 Kyle Allamom (So., 1) Interceptions: Tony Darden, 3 for 18 yards 
QB 8 Zebbie Lethridge (Sr., 3); 9 Rob Peters (So., 1) 
FB 42 Sammy Mortis (So. 7 Rudolph Renda (So., 0) 1997 Schedule estat Paneth ceo me Dees 
IB 2 Clint Robertson (So., 1); 32 James Easterling (Fr., 0) 
FL 17 Malooim McKenzie (Sr. 3); 19 Mark Washington (Fr. ae 30 ag tennessee Rass sah ceteenetht Meee 
K 97 Jaret Greaser (Jr., 2); 98 Tony Rogers (Sr., 3) RG CUS} ane: wg 
LUciey) site Sept. 20 North Texas 
Oct.4 @ Baylor 
DEFENSE (7) Oct.11 Kansas Roberts, Colo TE 6-8 235. shalowater 1X 
} Oct.18 @Nebraska 
LE 34 Montae Reagor (Jt., 2); 96 Duane Toliver (Fr., 0) Oct. 25 Texas A&M 
DT 93 Corey Chandler (Sr., 3); 99 Cody Patton (Jr., 2) Nov. 1 Kansas State ‘Simmonds, David WR 5-10 175 New Braunfels, TX 
NT 74 Cody McGuire (Sr., 3); 90 Jason Jones (So., 1) Nov.8 @ Texas 
RE 89 Taurus Rucker (So., 1); 46 Keith Cumby (Jr. 1) Nov. 15  @ Oklahoma State 
LB 29 Ty Ardoin (Jr. 2); 23 Reagan Bownds (Jr, 1) Nov. 22 Oklahoma Terrell, Anthony DB 5-10471 Houston, TX 
LB 48 Eric Butler (Sr., 3); 83 Kyle Shipley (So., 1) 
LB 5 Kevin McCullar (So., 4); 26 Tim Duffie (So., 1) a 
CB 4 Tony Darden (St, 3);12 Rickey Hunter Fc, 0) PALL =A aL Wars Din U2 6-2 237. atoxk 
CB 24 Corey Turner (Jt, 2); 3 Darwin Brown (So., 1) sophotnorasweekesides linsbacker Jnevin 
SS _1 Duane Price (Sr. 2); 36 Robby Cartwright Ur, 1) Aiea Saricenieaicdra Ra 
ry 3); 31 Joe Fite (Sr, 2 ? 4 Wiliams, Lance OL 6-2 270 Allington, TK 
Pie eet oat 3 a ie eNS2) coming attractions. He made 11 tackles, 
y athe including eight solo. He's very aggressive, 
(4) incites number of returning starters } ORES Ea 
ee eae and very quick to the ball SP Ge eS Goa ecnt 
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ike most college football coaches, Kim 

1 Helton is a fairly conservative gentleman. 

ut the University of Houston leader does 

have a playful side, one that was revealed during 

a season that saw the long-dormant Cougar pro- 

gram enjoy a rebirth by gaining Conference 
USA% first bid to the Liberty Bowl. 

During a radio call-in show on which he was 
promoting his team, Helton was persuaded into 
offering listeners waiting for a late-arriving rela- 
tionships counselor some advice on their shaky 
romances, And thus the legend of the “Love 
Coach” was born. The buzz created locally soon 
was pounced upon by the national sports media. 


N 


Ketric Sanford 


“We received some favorable media recogni- 
tion last year and that was a positive for the pro- 
gram,” says Helton, who in just four years (in the 
first three of which the team painfully posted an 
unacceptable 428-1 mark) has lifted the Hous- 
ton program from the scrap heap back to nation- 
ally respected status. 

“Our players and coaches do all they can to 
sell the program,” he says. “We have improved 
our program in terms of academics, image and 
on-field success.” 

That success has created a quiet optimism in 
this metropolis of glass, steel, concrete and 
asphalt. Clyde Drexler, Carl Lewis and Hakeem 
Olajuwon, and countless less-famous others con- 
nected to the school, have donated time, energy 
and money to save an athletic program that two 
years ago faced daunting circumstances. 

The school transported 20 bus loads of stu- 
dents to Memphis for the Liberty Bowl. During 
its broadcast, ESPN announcers praised the 
Cougar fans for their class and enthusiasm. 

Yes, there is a renewed sense of optimism 
about Cougar football, despite the many ques- 


2 
3 


tion marks this year’s team faces, particularly at 
quarterback and on defense. 

And as the best romances move forward, so do 
top-notch football programs. Helton's is a pro- 
gram with top-notch potential. 


quarterbacks 

The loss of Chuck Clements is crippling. Hel- 
ton says that sophomore Tyson Helton (the 
coach’s son) and redshirt freshman Jason 
McKinley will be the top two candidates for the 
starting spot when August workouts begin. Hel- 
ton threw one incomplete pass last fall and is 
considered more a scrambler than a classic drop- 
back passer. McKinley is bigger, stronger and a 
better passer . . . and the likely starter. 


running backs 

Ketric Sanford will be one of the nation’s three 
best sophomore tailbacks, He is that talented. A C- 
USA all-freshman selection, the multidimensional 
Sanford is as effective catching the ball out of the 
backfield and returning kicks as he is rushing, He 
averaged 130.1 yards in all-purpose yardage and 
will have an opportunity to elevate that figure to 
200. Bluntly, Sanford is a future All-American. 

“Ketric is as good a runner as any back in 
the country, but he’s gor to learn to block,” 
Helton says. 

Opposing coaches praise the youngster's 
potential. 

“Sanford is a fine young talent,” says Cincin- 
nati coach Rick Minter. “It was a cause-and- 
effect relationship last season. He did well 
because the Houston passing game did well. But 
he should have another great year, even if the 
passing attack is not as strong.” 

Helton hopes freshman Tommie Baldwin and 
junior college transfer Vaughn Inniss contribute, 
and he expects Jay McGuire to be an improved 
player in his senior season. 

When Houston needs a fullback, senior Ryan 
Burton can be called upon. 


receivers 

Rarely are a team’s tight ends more impressive 
as receivers than its split ends. However, this may 
be the case with Houston. The Cougars feature 
three top-notch tight ends in juniors Rodney 
Griffin (12 catches) and Jonathan Dennis (9), 
and sophomore Scott Regimbald (12), who 
combined for 357 yards, an 11.5-yards-per-catch 
average and two scores. 

The key wideouts are junior Robbie Wheeler 
and senior Maurice Bryant, with senior Michael 
Kinslow, juniors Richard Edwards and Jason 
deGroot, and sophomore Mike Smith all capable 
of contributing. Look for at least one newcomer 
to make an impact. 
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Senior center Ben Fricke, an all-confer- 
ence choice, is back to anchor what should 
be one of C-USA’s better offensive lines. 
The guards are sophomore Truett Novosad 
and junior Wilbert Brown, both returning 
starters. 

‘Two new starters will handle the tackle 
spots, with junior Charles Johnson and 
sophomore Justin Stille the front-runners. 
The return of sophomore Gregory Brown, a 
starting guard in 1995, helps 


Last season, Houston lacked a big-time 
lineman on defense. Senior left end Leonta 
Rheams would like to change that this year. 
Rheams, whose main attribute is quickness, 
should be at least a second-team all- 


ague 
pick. Senior Rusty Foster is a returning 
starter on the right side. 
will be senior Antoine Simpson with help 

from senior Delondo Fields. Sophomore 
Mike Knepper, a league all-freshman pick, 
will back Rheams. 


The nose tackle 


Cougars Critical Play 


With a variety of offensive weapons missing last year, particularly QB Chuck Clements, 
the Cougars this fall will depend upon dynamic sophomore RB Ketric Sanford. 


ay 
ay 
On Jan. 1, 1980, Houston 
completed its most successful sea- 
son. The Cougars, then of the now- 
defunct Southwest Conference, 
downed Nebraska 17-14 before 
72,000 fans in the Cotton Bowl to 
finish the season with an 11-1 
record and No. 5 national ranking. 


Houston ranked fifth of six C-USA 
teams in rushing defense (169.1 yards per 
game yielded) and the line was the main 
reason. Rheams must produce if the prob- 
lem is to be rectified, 


Here's a prediction. The Houston line- 
backing crew will surprise some folks this 
season. Senior inside linebacker Mike 
Parker is a fine player despite little recogni- 
tion. Senior Vaughn Washington is depend- 
able as Parker's partner on the inside. 


Junior Louis Hampton, a former reserve, 


hould start at one outside linebacker spot, 
while sophomore Micah Malone, another 
C-USA all-freshman team selection, will 
de 


lop into a standout at the other. Senior 
Jason Brown, who improved his game si 
nificantly as a junior, and senior Reggi 
Davis will be tou 


rves on the outside 


and inside respectively. 


The number of 

square feet in the 

weight room of Houston's 

state-of-the-art multipurpose 

training facility known as the Ath- 
letics/Alumni Center. 


If Houston is to reduce its yields in passing 
yards and touchdowns, junior strong safety 
total tackles) must 
clearly establish himself as the unit's leader. In 
addition, two talented sophomores, corner- 
back William Fields and free safety Malik 
Ledbetter, must blossom into mature, steady 
performers. Rounding out the secondary is 
senior cornerback Thomathan Good. 


Stedmon Forman (7: 


Expect the Houston special teams to be 
among the nation's best. Senior kicker 
Sebastian Villarreal connected on 11-of-15 
field goal attempts and was 5-of-6 from dis- 
tances of 41 to 50 yards. Junior punter 
Ignacio Sauceda averaged 40.5 yards with 
no blocks, bur freshman Ivan Luna could 
eam an opportunity. Sanford returned 25 
kickoffs for a 23.7-yard average. 
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1997 Houston Roster 


18 
55 
48 
90 
40 
68 
42 
74 
81 
26 
88 

8 
86 
50 
49 

5 
84 
80 

4 
85 
99 
35 
25 
24 
93 
52 
66 
53 
63 
98 
37 
83 
47 
38 
39 
15 
33 
62 
31 
27 
69 


cB 


FS 
Pp 


POS. HT. WT 

WR 5-9 184 = 
61 260 Fr. 
60 197 Sr. 
66 251 So. 
5-10 165. So. 
G4 282 So, 
63 233 Se 
62 293 Jn 
60 192 Sr. 
5-10 202 Sr 
5-10 164 So. 
62 208 4k. 
6-4 214 So. 
62 227 So. 
6-1 242 St. 
5-10 180 Jr 
6-2 260 In 
6-2 281 
5-9 202 
5-10 188 
5-11 257 
5-10 175 
641 227 
5-9 196 
6-2 249 
5-11 222 
60 275 
6-0 234 
6-1 264 
62 240 
5-11 198 
6-3 273 
6-2 231 
5-10198 
6-2 194 
62 186 
5-10 220 
63 317 
5-11 215 
5-10 220 
6-3 316 


HOMETOWN. 
Houston, TX 
Houston, TX 
Houston, TX 
Toronto, ON 
Scarborough, ON 
Miami, FL 
Palestine, TX 
Hooks, TX 
Los Angeles, CA 
Richardson, TX 
Houston, TX 
Dallas, TX 
Sugar Land, TX 
Cleveland, TX 
Duncanville, TX 
Santa Fe, TX 
Pensacola, FL 
Houston, TX 
Houston, TX 
Houston, TX 
Garland, TX 
Copperas Cove, TX 
Cleveland, TX 
Garland, TX 
Garland, TX 
Buffalo, TX 
Austin, TX 
Austin, TX 
Humble, TX 
Sugar Land, TX 
Clute, TX 
Friendswood, TX 
Killeen, TX 
Houston, TX 
Lawton, OK 
Sugar Land, TX 
Lincolnton, GA 
Arlington, TX 
Sugar Land, TX 
Houston, TX 
Tuscaloosa, AL 


‘Adams, Omar 
Babineaux, Joe 
Banks, Keon 
Belli, Adriano 
Boxil, Derrick 
Brown, Gregory 
Brown, Jason 
Brown, Wilbert 
Bryant, Maurice 
Burton, Ryan 
Butler, Joe 
Calcosttee, DeXelthron 
Carroll, Mike 
Charles, Ahmard 
Davis, Reggie 
deGroot, Jason 
Dennis, Jonathan 
DeRouselle, Mike 
Dunn, Michael 
Edwards, Richard 
Fields, Delondo 
Fields, William 
Fisher, Freddie 
Forman, Stedmon 
Foster, Rusty 
Freeman, Brian 
Fricke, Ben 
Gaines, George 
Gamble, Chris 
Gillaspy, Joey 
Good, Thomathan 
Griffin, Rodney 
Hampton, Louis 
Hardeman, Cedric 
Harris, Damon 
Helton, Tyson 
Henderson, Bryant 
Hendrickson, Ryan 
Holeman, Chadwick 
Hussein, Mamum 
Johnson, Charles 


Depth Chart 


OFFENSE (5) 


85 Richard Edwards (Jr. 2); 44. Mike Smith (So., 0) 
69 Charles Johnson (Jr., 1); 74 Josh Lovelady (Fr., 0) 
54 Truett Novosad (So., 1); 68 Greg Brown (So., 1) 
66 Ben Fricke (Sr., 3); 64 Jeff Medford (So., 1) 
74 Wilbert Brown (Jt., 2); 65 Nathan Woody (Fr., 0) 
78 Justin Stile (So., 1); 61 Damon Spivey (Fr., 0) 
83 Rotiney Griffin (Jr, 2); 21 Scott Regimbald (So., 1) 
15 Tyson Helton (So., 1); 16 Jason McKinley (Fr., 0) 
2 Robbie Wheeler (Jr., 2); 30 Michael Kinslow (Sr., 4) 
7 Ketric Sanford (So., 1); 9 Jay McGuire (Sr., 1) 
81. Maurice Bryant (Sr., 1); 88 Joseph Butler (So., 0) 
97 Sebastian Villarreal (Sr., 2) 


DEFENSE (10) 


75 Leonta Rheams (Sr., 3); 92 Mike Knepper (So., 1) 

94 Antoine Simpson (Sr., 1); 99 Delondo Fields (Sr., 0) 

93 Rusty Foster (Sr., 3); 80 Mike DeRouselle (So., 1) 

49 Micah Malone (So., 1); 48 Keon Banks (Sr., 3) 

44 Mike Parker (St. 3); 49 Reggie Davis (Sr., 2) 

54. Vaughn Washington (St., 1); 45 Chad Shaw (Sr., 3) 

47 Louis Hampton (Jr, 2); 42 Jason Brown (Sr., 2) 

35 William Fields (So., 1); 40 Derrick Boxill (So., 0) 

37 Thomathan Good (Sr., 3); 28 Marcus Smith (So., 0) 

24 Stedmon Forman (Jr., 2); 36 Eric Wilson (Fr., 0) 

27 Malik Ledbetter (So., 0); 39 Damon Harris (Jr., 1) 
4 Ignacio Sauceda (Jr., 2); 3 Ivan Luna (Fr., 0) 


{#) Indicates number of returing starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 
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NO. NAME 
14 
57 


4 Pasker, Mike 9 S. 


1996 Recor 


CL. HOMETOWN 
Jones, Mike 
Jordan, Charlie 
Jannah, Azan 
Kinsiow, Mic 
Knepper, Mike 
Lawrence, Jeremy 
Ledbetter, Malik So. Corsicana, TX 
Lovelady, Josh fr Midfield, 7X 
Luna, van Fr Farmers Branch, TX 
Malone, Mi So, Clute, TK 
Mathews, Je 6 J Ortando, FL 
MoGuire, Jay Se. isbee, TX 


Port Arthur, 
Denton, TX 
Garland, TX 
LaPorte, TX 


Mekinley, Jason fr Austin, TX 
Medford, Jeff So. Lufkin, TX 
Mitchell, Jadrian So, Humble, TX 


Novosad, Truett So. College Station, TX 
Odell, Glenn So. Stephenville, TX 
Owens, Patterson be Mobile, AL 
Houston, TX 
Chapel Hil, 
St. Petersburg, FL 
Montreal, PQ 


Pender. Devon Se 
Reddish, James 3 Sr. 
Regimbald, Scott 
Rheams, Leonta 
Russell, Tyrek 
Sanford, Ketric 
Sauceda, lgnacio 
Shaw, Chad 
impson, Antoine 
Smith, Marcus 
Smith, Mike 
Spencer, Halley 
Spivey, Damon 
Stile, Justin 
Thiebaud, Brian 
Villareal, Sebastian 
Walker, Damon 
Washington, Vaughn 
Wheeler, Robbie 
Wilson, Eric 
Woody, Nathan 


Corsicana, 
Harlingen 
Fort Worth, 
La Porte, 
Dallas, 
Deland, 
Houston, 
Missouri City, 
San Antonio, 


61 29 
309 
170 


Burkburnett 
Overton, TX 

Fort Waton Beach, FL 
Spring, TX 

Waco, TX 


Top ned Leaders 


ic Sanford, 146 car., 747 yds., 7 TDs 
Recelne R Robbie Wheeler, 26 rec., 292 yds., 4 TDs 
Scoring: Sebastian Villarreal, 14 FGs, 37 XP, 70 points 
Punting: Ignacio Sauceda, 54 punts, 40.5 avg, 
Kicking: Sebastian Villarreal, 11-15 FGs, 37-39 XP 
Tackles: Mike Parker, 104, 57 solo 
Sacks: Louis Hampton, 6 
Interceptions: William Fields, Mike Parker, 


Stedman Forman, 1 


1997 Schedule 


Aug. 30 @ Alabama 
Sept.6 California 
Sept. 13 Pittsburgh 
Sept.27 @ Minnesota 
Oct.4 @UCLA 
Oct.18 Cincinnati 
Oct. 25 @Louisville 
Nov. 1 @ Memphis 
Nov.8 East Carolina 
Nov. 15 @ Southern Miss 
Nov. 22 Tulane 


Regimbald should make a big 
splash this season,” says Houston 
coach Kim Helton about the sophomore 


tight end. Regimbald is one of the many 
Canadians beginning to enjoy success in 
big-time college football. He hails from 
Montreal. 


C-USA Record: 4-1 


Kim Helton 
mt 997 Signees 


Baldwin, Tommie RB 5-11 200 Houston, TX 
Rushed for 486 yds. on 70 cafnes with four TDs. 


Beauford, Jabari OL 6-4 300 Houston, TX 
Houston Chronicle Top 100; SuperPrep Texas 102; 
PrepStar Big 12 AllAmerica. 


Belcha, Daniel WR 6-4 180 Fort Worth, TX 
National Recruiting Advisor AlLBig 12 Region; Prep- 
Star Big 12 AlrAmerica, 


Bell, KeyKowa WR 5-11175 Dallas, TX 
Preseason AllAmerica; BLUECHIP Iilustrated ‘Top 
100. 


Boatner, Patrick DL 6-2 290 Shalimar, FL 


Aitstate; National Recruiting Advisor AllSoutheast 
Region. 
Eatmon, Cody -$ 6-2 200 Hempstead, TX 


District 18-4A's first team defense 


Griffith, Jeremy —_DL_ 6-4 270 Ft. Walton Beh., FL 
National Recruiting Advisor AltSoutheast Region, 


Halrston, Sam LB 6-2 240 Shalimar, FL 


tate; AllSoutheast Region selection by the 
"National Recrutting Advisor, 
Harris, Corey RB 5-10185 Houston, TX 


AllGreater Houston; PrepStar Big 12 AlkAmerica; 
rushed for 1,837 yds. and 19 TDs last season. 


Iglesias, Orlando WR 6-3 200 Miami, FL 
Broke Dade County's record for most touchdown 
receptions in @ season with 17; No. 44 ranked player 
in Florida by SuperPrep;altstate 


Inniss, Vaughn RB 5-9 190 Baytown, TX 
Gained 4,124 yds, on 149 carries with 12 TOs. 


Kelley, Ed TE 6-5 230 Houston, TX 
Houston Dally News Top 100; SuperPrep Texas Top, 
102, 


Lowery, Drew OL 6-5 275 ‘Tyler, TX 
National Recruiting Advisor AN-Big 12 Area, 
‘Mathews, Lance RB 6-0 260 Windsor, ON 


‘MeGruder, Bachio CB 5-11 165 Waxahachie, TX 
Dallas Morning News State 100; PrepStar Region, 


Montgomery, Damien WR 5-10460 Houston, TX 
Led the distnet in recelving yards with 357 on 16 
receplions, 


Rogers, Wayne LB 6-2 220 Waco, TX 
Dave Campbell's Top 75: made over 400 tackles 3s 
3a linebacker the last three seasons; SuperPrep Texas 
Top 102, 


Stognor, Brant LB 6-2 238 EI Campo, TX 
AIKDistrct; Big 12 Region selection by the National 
Recruiting Advisor. 


Strong, Kenry 6-2 265 Bridge City, TX 
range Leader A-County,alldistrict. 


‘Tremblay, Robin DT 6-2 270 Anc-Lorette, PQ 


Wade, Joe DL_6-3 290 Hamilton, ON 
No. 2 prospect out of Canada according to Ron Dia. 


Walker, Theoran LB 6-1 250 Houston, TX 
Recorded 99 tackles as'a senior 
Williams, Kendall CB 5-10 185 Dallas, TX 


‘SuperPrep Top 102; PrepStar Big 12 Area AlrAmerica, 


Wyatt, Solomon OLB 6-3 225 Dallas, TX 
Alistnct 
Zajac, Mike S_6-2 220 _ Dallas, TK 


Dallas Moming News Third Team AlkAvea; made 76 
tackles and had eight sacks last Seon, 
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WORLD FAMOUS FILTERS 


How we 

separate 
contaminant, 
~ oG Bie - Te eae cS DES = 


Luber-finer filters are 
manufactured to protect engines 
under the most grueling working 
conditions. Whether filtering out 
dirt from oil, water from fuel, 
particulate from air, contaminant 
matter from hydraulic fluid, or 
any other type of filtration for 
your equipment, you need 
Luber-finer. 


)) 
‘A 


¢ Heavy-gauge, stamped- 
steel base plate 


 Extra-strong rolled threads 


¢ Continuous 360° tuck seam 
¢ Deep-drawn, one-piece =e 
steel canister 


¢ High-strength steel 
center tube 


© High-efficiency, high- 
capacity media 


¢ Plastisol-sealed steel 
end caps 


WE KEEP EQUIPMENT RUNNING CLEAN—WORLDWIDE 


World Marketing & Sales Headquarters * 5050 Quorum Drive, Suite 420 » Dallas, TX 75240 U.S.A. 
Toll Free: 800-969-9501 * Outside U.S.A.: 972-458-7500 + Fax: 972-458-0435, 
Luber-finer Far East + Level 36 » Hong Leong Building * 16 Raffies Quay « Singapore 048581 
Phone: 65-321-8923 « Fax: 656-322-8558 
Luber-finer Customer Service Office * 200 South 4th Street = Albion, IL 62806-1313 U.S.A. 
Toll Free: 800-851-3641 » Fax: 800-645-1508 » TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE: 800-882-0890 
Outside U.S.A.: Phone: 618-445-6011 » Outside U.S.A. Fax: 618-445-4040 
Luber-finer Filter GmbH « Tatschenweg 1 = D-74078 Heilbronn Germany 
Phone: 49-7131-28580-0 « Fax: 49-7131-28580-80 
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Wes Caswell 


s they watched last November's Tulsa- 
A= Christian game from opposing 

ides, Tulsa coach Dave Rader and TCU 
defensive coordinator Pat Henderson made the 
same discovery. 

Tulsa was having trouble stopping the Horned 
Frogs from running all over the place. 

Now that he’s Tulsa defensive coordinator, 
that’s Henderson’ problem — and Rader’s solu- 
tion. 

The Golden Hurricane defense became more 
like a pleasant breeze in the second half of last 
season. After shocking Iowa and Oklahoma and 
shutting down Colorado State, Tulsa suddenly 


turned vulnerable. A 55-30 loss to Brigham 
Young sent the season spinning in the wrong 
direction. The Hurricane lost five of its final six 
games, allowing at least 31 points in each defeat, 
and went from a WAC Mountain Division con- 
tender to a seventh-place finisher. 

So Henderson's in Tulsa, bringing an offensive 
philosophy as it were to the defensive side, try- 
ing to revive a unit that ranked 12th in the 16- 
team WAC — and a distant last among 
Mountain Division schools. 


quarterbacks 

Just as Henderson knows his challenge is to 
keep Tulsa opponents from scoring as much as 
they did last year, new offensive coordinator 
Rockey Felker understands that playing in the 
WAC often means having to survive scoring der- 
bies. 

“The big difference for me is getting into a 
more wide-open conference,” said Felker, who 
spent four seasons in the Southeastern Confer- 
ence. “That has to change your thinking.” 

That means, essentially, asking more of junior 


quarterback John Fitzgerald, who completed 
only 48 percent of his passes last season. Fitzger- 
ald passed for 357 yards in the 27-20 win over 
Towa, the highlight of the year for Tulsa. But 
injuries kept him out of three games, when Troy 
DeGar did most of the quarterbacking. Now 
that DeGar is gone, Tulsa needs to keep Fitzger- 
ald healthy. He's not a runner like DeGar, but 
Fitzgerald can maneuver to avoid pressure. 

While trying for a balanced approach, “We 
hope to be a much better throwing team,” says 
Felker. 


running backs 


Talsa’s offense is built around the tailback, and 
Reggie Williams and Solomon White teamed for 
almost 1,500 yards while sharing the position, 
Williams, a short, powerful junior, should post 
impressive numbers, He missed three games as a 
freshman with a pulled hamstring and most of 
two games as a sophomore with a hand injury. 

Sophomore Charlie Higgins started at wing- 
back and was productive in limited running and 
pass-catching opportunities. He rushed for 106 
yards against New Mexico when Williams was 
sidelined. Higgins will be the backup tailback 
this season and senior Jason Bennett will be the 
wingback, 


receivers 


Partly because Williams and White were inter- 
changeable for two years, senior Wes Caswell is 
the player WAC defensive coordinators think of 


3 first when discussing the Tulsa offense. 


“He’ productive, tough and runs great 
routes,” says Kyle Whittingham, Utah's defen- 
sive coordinator. 

In fact, Whittingham geared his scheme to 
stopping Caswell at the expense of other players 
last October, which proved effective in the Utes 
45-19 victory. Oklahoma should have thought 
of that. Caswell’s 99-yard touchdown reception 
was the key to Tulsas 31-24 win over Okla- 
homa, their first over the Sooners in 53 years. 

Caswell finished the season with 49 catches, 
while Damon Savage was not far behind as a 
freshman with 37 grabs. Tulsa will rely on them 
heavily again. 

Senior Mark Lippe, a three-year letterman, is 
the likely starter at tight end. 


offensive linemen 

Tulsas offensive line played acceptably, and 
three starters return. But one of the departed 
players was guard Brian Newnam, the most 
effective Hurricane lineman. Junior Ben Barber 
is in a battle to replace him. 

Senior Michael Ruhl is back at quick tackle 
and senior Brad Smith returns at quick guard, 
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each player having started for two seasons. 
Junior Brian Pollan gets the first shot to 
open at center, while junior Jason Mills is 
the strong tackle, 
Mark Thomas coordinated the offense in 

ts 


a dual role as line coach the past four ye 
but will focus on line duties this s 


defensive linemen 


Henderson watched TCU rush for 271 
yards against Tulsa although he was mainly 
concerned about slowing down the Hurri- 
cane. 

“My biggest concern is speed in the front 


ason. 


“Im not sure we'll 
have the guys to pressure as much as I'd like 
to up front.” 

After all, Henderson will try to turn 
around a Hurricane defense that ranked 
107th in rushing and 97th in total defense. 
A number of position changes are sure to be 


seven,” Henderson says. 


made before Henderson decides on the 
ers up front. 
lost end § 


alifu Abudulai and his 12 
sacks, but 6-7 senior tackle Sean O’Boyle is 
back after recording six sacks (three ag: 
Towa) and causing three fumbles. Athletic 
junior Tim Martin returns at tackle. 


Golden Hurricanes Critical Play 


This play helped Tulsa beat Oklahoma last season, when receiver Wes Caswell 
worked free to catch a 99-yard TD pass, for the first time in 53 years. 


Hurricane 
Home Run 


Bouncing 
Back 


Coming off a 3-8 season, Tulsa 
stunned Texas A&M in September 
1991 and went on to a 10-2 record 
that included a 28-17 victory 
against San Diego State in the Free- 
dom Bowl. Chris Hughley rushed for 
1,326 yards during the regular sea- 
son. Tulsa lost only to Kansas and 
Miami. 


res 


s Josh Martin 
ed to provide 


On the outside, sophomo: 
and Carlos Hopkins are expe 

better pass rush. One move coaches hope 
ill help to offset Abudula’s graduation 
was shifting senior Jody Sparks from out- 
side linebacker to defensive end, 


ebackers 


reserve and can play either outsi 
Sophomore Andrew. L 
Sparks on the outside. Henderson likes the 
way juniors Allen Blackmon and Donald 
Perry can run and is eager to find plac 


for 


them in the linebacking corps 
Tulsa ranked 107th 
among 114 Division lA 
teams in rushing defense 


; last season, allowing 264 


yards a game and 29 touchdowns 
for the year. 


defensive backs 

No pressure-defense approach work 
without a quality secondary, In that regard, 
the plan has a chance to work. Senior Ter- 


rance Joseph is moving from corner to 
become one of the aggressive run-stopping 
safeties Henderson seeks. Senior 
Gillen, the team’s No. 2 tackler last 
the other safety. 

Junior Marshall Gordon 
in off-season workouts and returns at one 
cornerback. Sophomore Todd Franz is con- 
tending at the spot opposite him. 


specialists 

With 45 career field goals, senior James 
Anderson needs only nine more to become 
the school’s career leader. Anderson con- 


Levi 
year, is 


impressive 


nected on 20 three-pointers in 28 attempts, 
tied for second in the country with two oth- 
ers. He's a vital weapon 

Senior Kirk Myrick returns with a 40- 
yard punting average. Senior Jason Jacoby 
aged 23.3 yards on kickoff returns, and 


av 
sophomore Spencer Braggs averaged 8.0 


yards on 25 punt returns 
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NO. NAME 
20. Anderson, James 
32 Armstrong, Eugene DB 
53. Barber, Ben 6 
74 Bella, Bob oT 
AT Bennett, Jason WB 
63 Bing, Matt T 
48 Blackmon, Allen LB 
22 Braggs, Spencer TB 
87. Brister, Jeremiah WR 
89. Brown, Corey WR 
11 Caswell, Wes WR 
38 Clark, Wade 0B 
59 Craig, Zac LB 
69 Crawford, Jason —-G 
93. Farley, Ryan oT 
46. Farley, Ashon \B 
46. Fitzgerald, John QB 
4 Franz, Todd OB 
85 Geurin, Robbie DS 
25. Gillen, Levi DB 
13. Gordon, Marshall DB J Tulsa, OK 
83 Green, Tariq WR Fr. Dallas, TX 
26 Higgins, Charlie TB So. Hominy, OK 
54 Hopkins, Carlos DE So, Fort Smith, AR 
21 Isham, Kevin 8 Fr. ‘Frederick, OK 
27 Jacoby, Jason TB 5-10 194 sr. Yukon, OK 
91 Jett, Jimmy TE 6-4 278 So.College Station, TX 
50 Johnson, Clay \B 6-4 221 Fr Frederick, OK 
34 Johnson, Frankie DB 5-11188 Fr, — Edmond, OK 
40 Joseph, Terrance DB 6-2 221 Sr, Midwest City, OK 
40. Ladner, Asher DB 5-11 192 Je. Richland Hills, TX 
73. Lang, John or Sr. Marlow, OK 
43. LeCrone, Andrew LB So, Downers Grove, IL 
80. Lippe, Mark TE St, Wyandotte, OK 
Lusk, Sedrick Fr. Lancaster, TX. 
Lyon, Jake fr Lindsay, OK 
Martin, Josh 6 So. Tulsa, OK 
Martin, Tim Jt. Claremore, OK 
MeClure, Jeremy So, Tahlequah, OK 
Mills, Jason Jt Topeka, KS 
Mosley, John So. Moore, OK 


Depth Chart 
OFFENSE (7) 


8 Damon Savage (So., 1); 2 Lyndon Nixon (Jt, 2) 
LT 79 Michael Ruhl (Sr, 3); 63 Matt Bing (Jr. 2) 

52 Brad Smith (Sr. 3); 71 Bobby Weeks (So., 0) 

C 51 Brian Pollan (Jr., 0); 65 Steve Schiller (Fr., 0) 

53 Ben Barber (Jr, 0); 78 Anthony Ratica (So., 0) 
68 Jason Mills (Jr. 2); 62 Shannon Peterson (FF., 0) 
80 Mark Lippe (Sr., 3); 91 Jimmy Jett (So., 0) 

46 John Fitzgerald (Jt, 2); 12 Michael Wall (Fr., 0) 


CL. HOMETOWN 
Sr, Oklahoma City, OK 
So. Houston, TX, 
Jr. Mt. Pleasant, PA 
Sr, Oak Forest, IL 
Sr, Tulsa, OK 
Jt Canton, OH 
Jr Flour Bluff, TX 
So, Lawton, OK 
I Lompico, CA 
Fr, Lone Grove, OK 
Sr Tulsa, OK 
Sr. Broken Arrow, OX 
Fr, Seminole, OK 
Fi Delaware, OK 
Jt Owasso, Ok 
Fr Tulsa, OK 
J, Seminole, OK 
So. Weatherford, OK 
So. Ardmore, OK 
St, Leoti, KS. 


easel ges e HE 
TD Rds Ges UaGeven tian ends 


dp Paap 


Parene 


14 Wes Caswell (Sr., 3); 89 Corey Brown (Fr., 0) 


NO. NAME 


84 
18 
82 

2 
10 
98 
67 
88 
29 
39 
o1 
51 
57 
78 
79 

8 
65 

6 
34 
52 

7 
24 
7 
44 
12 
72 
74 
99 
23 

3 


47 Jason Bennett (Sr., 3); 22 Spencer Braggs (So., 1) 
1 Reggie Williams (Jr., 2); 26 Charlie Higgins (So., 1) 


K 20 James Anderson (Sr., 3); 10 Derek Nordstrom (So., 0) 


DEFENSE (6) 


92 Josh Martin (So., 4); 54 Carlos Hopkins (So., 4) 
96 Tim Martin (Jt, 2); 93 Ryan Farley (Jr, 2) 

98 Sean O'Boyle (St., 3); 73 John Lang (Sr., 3) 

24 Jody Sparks (Sr., 2); 67 Chris Odom (Fr., 0) 

39 Donald Perry (Jr., 0); 6 Brian Self (St., 3) 

3 Rich Young (Sr., 1); 37 Jeremy McClure (So., 0) 
43 Andrew LeCrone (So., 0); 46 Ashon Farley (Fi:, 0) 
13 Marshall Gordon (Jr., 2); 38 Wade Clark (Sr., 3) 

4 Todd Franz (So., 1); 9 Sedrick Lusk (Fr., 0) 

10 Terrance Joseph (Sr., 3); 29 Adonis Peil (Jr., 2) 
25 Levi Gillen (St., 2); 40 Asher Ladner (Jr, 2) 
P 18 Kirk Myrick (Sr., 1); 16 John Fitzgerald (Jr., 2) 


(#) indicates number of returning starters 
BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


HOMETOWN 
Leawood, KS 
Poplarville, MS 
Houston, TX 
Grand Praire, TX 
Minnetonka, MN 
Midwest City, OK 
Poteau, OK 
Jenks, OK 
Mooreland, OK 
Sugar Land, TX 
Adair, OK 

Grove, OK 
Joliet, IL 
Greensburg, PA 
Lititz, PA 

Tulsa, OK 
Gibsonia, PA 
Norman, OK 
Lawton, OK 
Moore, OK 
Webster, TX 
Yukon, OK 
Wichita, KS 
Broken Arrow, OK 
Washington, PA 
Tulsa, OK 
Westchester, PA 
Frederick, OK 
Biythevile, AR 
Phoenix, AZ 


Muther, Pete 
Myrick, Kirk 
Nixon, Jarrett 
Nixon, Lyndon 
Nordstrom, Derek 
O'Boyle, Sean 
Odom, Chris 
Patterson, Jay 
Pell, Adonis: 
Perry, Donald 
Peterson, Shannon 
Pollan, Brian 
Ragusa, Nick 
Ratica, Anthony 6-5 285 
Ruhl, Michael 7 298 
Savage, Damon 5-10 195 
Schiller, Steve 6-5 283 
Self, Brian 5-11 200 
Shoulders, Marvin 5-9 160 
Smith, Brad 6-2 282 
Smith, Jerrold 5-11 188 
Sparks, Jody 6-4 236 
Talbot, Joseph 63 

Walker, Leon 6-0 

Wall, Michael 

Webb Il, Tanya Fi 
Weeks, Bobby So. 
Whitworth, Neil 235. 
Williams, Reggie 4 
Young, Rich 6-0 236 Sr. 


5-11 188 
6-0 199 
6-7 261 
6-3 235 
63 220 
5-14 202 
5-11 207 
67 310 
6-3 272 
6-5 344 


Top Returning Leaders 


john Fitzgerald, 69-143-953-4, 4 TD 

Rushing: Reggie Williams, 152 car., 759 yds., 4 TDs 

Recelving: Wes Caswell, 49 rec., 817 yds., 5 TDs 
James Anderson, 20 FGs, 23 XP, 83 points 

Punting: Kirk Myrick, 62 punts, 40.3 avg. 

Kicking: James Anderson, 20-28 FGs, 23 

Tackles: Levi Gillen, 102, 70 solo 

Sacks: Sean O'Boyle, 6 

Interceptions: Terrance Joseph, 4 for 68 yards, 1 TD 


1997 Schedule 


24 XP 


Aug. 28 = @ Cincinnati 
Sept.13 @ lowa 
Sept. 20 Missouri 
Oct.4 Rice 
Oct. 11 UTEP 
Oct.18 @TCU 
Oct. 25  @ Colorado St. 
Nov. 1 Utah 
Nov. 8 @ BYU 
Nov. 15 SMU 
Nov.22 @ New Mexico 


ing Star 
He's a third-year starter, but Terrance 
Joseph qualifies as a rising star because 
he’s moving from cornerback to safety. 


Defensive coordinator Pat Henderson 
expects Joseph to excel in an aggressive 
role and move on to an NFL career. 


Head Coac'! 
Dave Rader 


1997 Signees 
wae POS. HT. WE‘ HOMETOWN 
Abode, Pip 18 6-1 205 _stilvater OK 


Registered 201 tackles, six fumble recoveries, four 
sacks and three interceptions during his career; all 
state 


Bell, Chris DE 6-5 220 Fort Smith, AK 
Credited with 91 career tackles; alkconterence. 


Burgess il, Harold RB 5-11.187 Chandler, OK 
Completed his: career with 2,313 yds. and 24 TDs; 
Tulsa World Ali State. 


Carey, Keith LB 6-4. 228 —_—Dallas, TX 
Dallas Morning News Top 100: had 160 tackles and 
‘caused three fumbles during his Senior Season, 


Guess, Marlon DB 510465 Ponca City, OK 
Credited with 77 tackles and two interceptions as a 
senior; Daly OKlahoman honorable mention all-state, 


HayesStoker, Andrew RB 5-10 190 Arlington, TX 
Rushed for 1,700 yds, as a Senior; Dallas Moming 
‘News Top 100. 


Kelley, 1.0. OL 6-5 350 Denison, TX 
Firstteam Al-Texoma; bench presses 435-pounds, 


Marino, Zach LB 6-3. 220. Oklahoma City, OK 
Credited with 192 total tackles during his senior Sea 
sn; Tulsa World honorable mention all-state; alkcore 
ference, 


MeLaughlin, Drew TE 6-4. 227 Midwest City, OK 
Caught 42 passes for 635 yds, And seven TOs his 
final two years; Daly Oklahoman honorable mention 
allstate 


Miller James OL 6-4 295 Meclester, OK 
Tulsa World Honorable Mention All-State, 


‘Moten, Donald WR 6-0 180 Sherman, TX 
‘Caught 42 passes for 780 yds: and 44 TDs during his 
career; allistict. 


Nixon, Jarrett WR 6-3 245 
AllGreater Houston second-team, 


Houston, TX 


Pointer, Nate DB 6-0 475 McAlester, OK 
Tew for 36 TD passes and rushed for another 24 
during his career, Dally Oklahoman honorable men 
tion all state. 


Roberts, Ben 


KP 5-11 155 
Tulsa World all-state; longest field goals covered 51 
and 52 yards, 


Tulsa, OK 


Stephenson, Robert QB 6-8 207 Houston, TX 
Had 1,911 passing yds. and 894 rushing yds. in his 
twoyear career; allistict 


Thomas, Brian 1B 6-1 210 Ada, OK 
Vick, Lee TE 62235 — Okemah, OK 
Wiedower, Steve OL 6-3 255 Tulsa, OK 


District 6A Offensive Lineman of the Year: Tulsa 
World firstteam allstate. 
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ere is less talk of a national championship 

fat Notre Dame than in previous years, but 

there is a more relaxed atmosphere sur- 

rounding the players practicing under laid-back 
Bob Davie. 

Davie, the 26th head coach of the Fighting 
Irish, successor to Lou Holtz, candidly admits 
Notre Dame's 2311-1 record over the last three 
seasons may be acceptable at some schools, but it 


falls far short of what used to be the perennial 
standard under the Golden Dome. 

Ina massive rebuilding year on defense, Davie 
hesitates to look beyond one game at a time, 
indeed one play at a time. 


Autry Denson 


“You almost feel compelled at Notte Dame 
every year to say, ‘Well, our goal is to win the 
national championship, If you're talking about 
being realistic, I'm not comfortable to say that,” 
Davie confesses about the upcoming campaign, 


quarterbacks 


Ron Powlus returns for a fifth year with a new 
offense designed to take advantage of his drop- 
back passing abilities, without forcing him to run 
on the roll or execute Holts bread-and-butter 
option play. Former Purdue coach Jim Colletto, 
whom Davie hired as offensive coordinator, 
instituted a five-step, seven-step and shotgun 
passing game that has Powlus beaming over the 
possibilities. 

“OfF the charts,” is the way Powlus measures 
his anticipation. “I don't think I've been this 
excited since my freshman year.” 

Injuries and an offensive system in which he 
was a misfit have hindered Powlus all his careet, 
bur he gives Davie a rock on which to build an 
offense behind an experienced line. Powlus owns 
the Notre Dame career touchdown passing record 


and has thrown just 20 interceptions in 671 
attempts, clearly No. 1 in that category as well. 
Davie plans to use junior Jarious Jackson, an 
option specialist, in short-yardage situations and to 
develop him as a steady backup, although Jackson's 
passes are sometimes errant and unpredictable. 


running backs 


Junior Autry Denson is the only returning 
running back with substantial experience. He is 
productive and efficient, joining Allen Pinkett as 
the only players in Irish history to break the 
1,000-yard rushing mark in their sophomore 
seasons. Denson has elusiveness but lacks break- 
ay speed; he gets through the line of 
mage but can be caught from behind. 

Incoming freshmen Tony Driver and Cooper 
Rego, two Parade Magazine high school All- 
Americans, are being counted on to add the siz 
zle at the tailback position. 

Junior fullback Jamie Spencer, a late-season 
starter in ’96, has a chance to emerge. At around 
250 pounds, Spencer has balance and hands to 
complement a short passing game, but he has yet 
to show toughness on the field. Spencer will be 
pushed by sophomore Joey Goodspeed, who has 
a linebacker’s mentality and may yet end up on 
defense, 


receivers 


Senior wide receiver Malcolm Johnson has 
6-5 size but only 25 career catches, all last year, 
Junior Shannon Stephens has speed and sopho- 
more Raki Nelson has very good hands and play- 
making. skills, but both chafed under Holtz’s 
tight-fisted style. 

Junior Bobby Brown averaged 42 yards a catch 
last season, but had only two of them. Freshman 
Joey Getherall has speed but is slight of build and 
other big-name programs took a pass on him. 

The graduation of Pete Chryplewicz leaves 
junior John Cerasani, who is tough and physical, 
but has hands of brick and only one career catch, 
at tight end. Sophomore Dan O'Leary is a more 
natural receiver and even worked at wide receiver 
last season, Highly regarded freshman Jabari 
Holloway is a raw talent and could develop into 
a very good tight end over time, 


offensive linemen 


The offensive line is the strength and anchor 
of the Irish, The challenge for offensive coordi- 
nator Colletto, who also serves as line coach, will 
be to school them in the are of pass-blocking. 
Center Rick Kaczenski, strong-side tackle 
Mike Doughty and quick tackle Chris Clevenger 
return for a fifth year. Junior guard Mike Rosen- 
thal, coming off shoulder surgery, could be an 
All-American. Juniors Jerry Wisne and Alex 
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132 


Mueller are game-tested guards, as is junior 
Tim Ridder at tackle 


defensive linemen 
First-year defensive coordinator Greg 
Mattison, fresh from Michigan, is rebuild- 
ing a front seven that lost five of its starters. 
To compensate for a lack of size, Mattison 
promises a new, one-gap scheme with an 
eight-man front and more blitzing. 
Fifth-year senior Melvin Dansby is being 


counted on at tackle, but he is coming off 


knee surgery. Junior Antwon Joni 
up at nose guard and senior Corey Bennett, 


es moves 


a steady backup, will line up at end. Junior 
Lamont Bryant, a pass-rush specialist, takes 
over at rush end. 

Senior Kurt Belisle, junior Shelton Jor- 
dan and sophomore Brad Williams are all 
potential starters. 


inebackers 

Junior Kory Minor enters his third year 
as a starter and the leader of the linebacking 
unit at his outside position. Minor is quick 
and smart, can cover underneath, yet is 
explosive enough to blitz. 

Mattison has plenty of bodies from 


Fighting Irish Critical Play 


This is new offensive coordinator Jim Colletto's favorite misdirection play to 
offset a defense shifted to the tight end side. 


1 Right 7FB 


fre) 


Joe Cool’s 
Finest Da’ 
On Jan. 1, 1979, in bone-chilling 
cold, quarterback Joe Montana engi- 
neered a 35-34 win over Houston in 
the Cotton Bow! that many consider 
the greatest comeback in Irish his- 
tory. Having spent the third quarter in 
the locker room with hypothermia, 
Montana returned to captain a res- 
cue mission that saw Notre Dame 
put 23 points on the board in the 
final 7:37, erasing a 34-12 Houston 
lead. 


which to choose his inside linebackers, but 

peri- 
ence to speak of. The other starter will come 
from among senior Bill Mitoulas, a special- 
teams stalwart, juniors Jimmy Friday and 
Joe Thomas, and sophomores Ronnie 
Nicks and Antwoine Wellington. 


defensive backs 

Mattison hopes an experienced secondary 
will help his men up front play a blitzing, 
ight-man-in-the-box scheme. Senior Allen 
er, anchors the unit at cor- 
Senior Ivory Covington and 
eron Harper will split time 
on the other side. 


only junior Bobby Howard has any 


sophomore D 


In the 11-year reign 
of Lou Holtz, Notre 


. Dame ran back kickoffs or 


punts for touchdowns 28 

times, while not allowing a punt or 

kick return for a TD since Holtz’s first 
year with the Irish. 


Sophomore strong safety Benny Guil- 
beaux is good against the run but needs to 
sharpen his coverage. He will be 
pushed by junior A’Jani Sanders, returning 
from an injury. 

Davie prefers a tall secondary and 
senior Jarvis Edison and sophomore D 
Cooper, both about 6-3, at free safety. 
Cooper was thrown into battle as a fresh- 
man and picked off three enemy aerials as a 
part-time starter. 


specialists 
Junior Hunter Smith is a reliable punter, 


but it’s been five years since the Irish have 
had a consistent placekicker. Bungled extra 


points and missed chip shots have been 
costly. Senior Scott Cengia, junior Kevin 
Kopka and sophomore Jim Sanson all want 
the job. Kopka has the strongest leg and 
should get the nod if his accuracy stands up. 
Rossum led the nation in punt returns 
and brought back three for touchdowns. 
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1996 Record: 


NO. NAME 
28 Barry, Ken 
61. Beeler, John 
56. Belisle, Kurt 
95 Bennett, Corey 
68 Brennan, Matt 
88 Brown, Bobby 
53. Bryant, Lamont 
12. Cengia, Scott 
89 Cerasani, John 
8 Chappell, Eric 
99. Ching, Jason 
75. Clevenger, Chris 
1 Cooper, Deke 
14. Covington, ory 
51 Dansby, Melvin 
81 Davison, Lewis 
23. Denson, Autry 
84. Derwi, Mike 
73, Doughty, Mike 
30 Edison, Jarvis 
40. Fartel, Brendan 
4A. Ferrer, Joe 
13° Friday, Jimmy 
69. Gandy, Mike 
97 Glass, Eric 
24 Goode, Ty 
45. Goodspeed, Joey 
65. Griesbach, Matt 
38. Grimm, Paul 
2 Guilbeaux, Benny 
10. Harper, Deveron 
72 Hires, Leon 
Howard, Bobbie 
7 Jackson, Jarious 
411. Johnson, Jay 
6 Johnson, Malcolm 
Jones, Antwon 
96 Jones, Jim 
55 Jordan, Shelton 
20. Joyner, Byron 


CL. HOMETOWN 
Berkeley, MO 
Jacksonville, FL 
Bradley, IL 
Doraville, GA 
Mobile, AL 
Lauderhill, FL 
Georgetown, SC 
Melbourne, FL 
Schaumburg, IL 
Montgomery, AL 
Honoluld, Hl 
Wichita, KS 
Evansville, IN 
Decatur, GA 
Birmingham, AL 
Federal Way, WA 
Lauderhill, FL 
Hinsdale, IL 
Lakeville, MN 
Bay City, TX 
Fairport, NY 
Casselberry, FL 
Missoun City, TX 
Garland, TX 
Howey, FL 
Lingoln, NE 
Montgomery, IL 
Tulare, CA 
Coral Springs, FL. 
Opelousas, LA 
Orangeburg, SC 
Bradenton, FL 
Rand, WV 
Tupelo, MS 
Starkville, MS 
Washington, D.C, 
Piqua, OH 
Chicago Ridge, IL 
Opelousas, LA 
Louisville, KY 


). NAME: HT. WT. CL. 
Kunz, Matthew 6-0 215 Sr 
Lafayette, Lee 5-9 189 So. 
Legree, Lance 6-4 271 So. 
Lyne, Tim 59 477 Sr 
MoCarthy, Chris S-11 205 Sr 
Merandi, John 62 272 So. 
Minor, Kory 64 234 de 
Mitoulas, Bill G4 225 Sr. 
Movi, Rob 6-5 294 So, 
Mueller, Alex 66 270 I 
Mulvena, Bryan G1 221 Jr 
Nelson, Raki 5-11 181. So. 
Nicks, Ronnie 222 So. 
O'Leary, Dan 243. So, 
Orr, Justin 233. Sr, 
Payne, David 281 Jr 
Petitgout, Luke 287 Sr. 
Phelps, Robert 189 Sr. 
Powlus, Ron 225 Sr, 
Rice, Kevin 200 Si 
Ridder, Tim 298 Jr 
Robinson, Benjamin 206 Jr 
Rosenthal, Mike 315 Jt 
Rossum, Allen 179 Sr. 
Rule, Mark 209 Jr 
Sanders, AJani 188 Jr 
Sanson, Jim 179 So 
Scott, B.l 267 So. 
Shingler, John 230. Jr 
Sicuso, Phil 175 Jr 
‘Smith, Hunter 21 dk 
Spencer, Jamie 248 Jk 
Spickelmier, Jon 274 Sr, 
Stephens, Shannon 475 J 
Stokes, Clement 205. Sr, 
Strayhorn, Mario 214 Je 
Thomas, Joe 223 J 
Vickers, Jay 5-1 218 So 
Wagner, John 6-7 320 J 
Walon, Anwoine 6-0 237 So. 
at Kaczenskl, Ri 258 Ere, PA Wiliams, Brad 6-4 266 Orange, CA 

10 _Kopka, Ke 244 Jr, Hollywood, FL Wisne, Jerry 66 205 Jr Tulsa, OK 


- Chart B Top Returning Leaders 


OFFENSE (7) Passing: Ron Powlus, 133-232-1942-4, 12TDs 


Rushing: Autry Denson, 202 car,, 1179 yds., 8 TDs 
SE 6 Malcolm Johnson (Sr, 2); 88 Bobby Brown (Jr. 1)  FTESN EAE Toh ional ome one. 

LT 75 Chris Clevenger (Sr., 3); 67 John Wagner (Jr, 0) Scoring: Autry Denson, 11 TDs, 60 points 

LG 71 Jerry Wisne (Jr,, 1); 70 Tim Ridder (Jr., 1) Punting: Hunter Smith, 44 punts, 43.3 avg, 

€ 57 Rick Kaczenski (Sr, 2); 78 Jon Spickelmier (Sr., 2) CMRPAN RSS IE MCMC eoRE Es ib 

79 Mike Rosenthal (Jt., 2); 52 Alex Mueller (Jr., 1) Tackles: Benny Guilbeaux, 62, 44 solo 

RT 73 Mike Doughty (St., 3); 54 Luke Petitgout (Sr, 1) 


Sacks: Kory Minor, 8 
TE 89 John Cerasani (Jt., 1); 86 Dan O'Leary (So., 0) Interceptions: Benny Guilbeaux, 4 for 42 yards 
3 Ron Powlus (Sr., 3); 7 Jarious Jackson (Jr., 4) 


FB 33 Jamie Spencer (Jr., 1); 45 Joey Goodspeed (So., 1) 
TB 23 Autry Denson (Jr., 2); 32 Clement Stokes (Sr., 0) sae? Sehemtule 


21 Shannon Stephens (Jt, 1); 9 Raki Nelson (So., 4) 
K 12 Scott Gengia (Sr., 2); 20 Kevin Kopka (Jn, 4) ee on Michioan State 


DEFENSE (6) Sept. 27 @ Michigan 


Oct. 4 @ Stanford 

Oct. 11 @ Pittsburgh 

53 Lamont Bryant (Jr. 1); 44 Joe Ferrer (Jr., 0) Oct.48 USC 

DT 51 Melvin Dansby (Sr., 3); 77 Brad Williams (So., 1) Oct. 25 Boston College 

85 Antwon Jones (Jr., 1); 90 Lance Legree (So., 0) Nov, 1 Navy 

95 Corey Bennett (Sr., 3); 56 Kurt Belisle (Sr., 2) Nov.15 @LSU 

LB 4 Kory Minor (Jr. 2); 12 Mario Strayhorn (Jr., 0) Nov. 22 West Virginia 

LB 27 Bobbie Howard (Jr., 2); 49 Joe Thomas (Jr., 1) Nov. 29 _@ Hawaii 

LB 43 Jimmy Friday (Jr, 4); 47 Bill Mitoulas (Sr., 3) A 

45 Allen Rossum (Sr., 3); 10 Deveron Harper (So., 1) Rising Star 

14 Ivory Covington (Sr., 3); 24 Ty Goode (Sr., 1) 

SS 2 Benny Guilbeaux (Jr., 1); 5 A'Jani Sanders (Jr., 1) 

FS 30 Jarvis Edison (Sr., 2); 1 Deke Cooper (So., 1) 

P47 Hunter Smith (Jr, 2) 

(2) indicates number of returning starters 


BOLD indicates returning starters 
Number after class indicates letters won 


HOMETOWN 
Las Vegas, NV 
Hopkins Parks, IL 
St. Stephen, SC 
Oak Lawn, IL 
Arlington, VA 
Blue Jay, CA 
LaVerne, CA 
Toronto, ON 
Pittsburgh, PA. 
Ellicott City, MD 
Tucson, AZ 
Harrisburg, PA 
Kilgore, TX 
Westlake, OH 
Minooka, IL 
Baltimore, MD 
Georgetown, DE 
NN. Richiand His, TX 
Berwick, PA 
Burr Ridge, IL 
Omaha, NE 
Saratoga, CA 
Granger, IN 
Dallas, TX 
Chagrin Falls, OH 
Houston, TX 
Scottsdale, AZ 
Brookville, IN 
Wilmington, NC 
Hopkington, MA 
Sherman, TX 
Monroe, LA 
Jacksonville, FL 
Houston, TX 
Washington, 0.C. 
Cincinnati, OH 
Dallas, TX 
Tallahassee, FL 
Cheshire, CT 
Memphis, TN 


221 
229: Sr 
266 Sr. 
253 Sr. 
274 So, 
185 

243 

5-40 481 

6-4 255 

64 213 

6-3 235 
6-7 312 
6-3 209 
5-10 169 
64 276 
Sell 186 
5-10 184 
64 243 
6-7 303 
64 221 
5-10 215 
6-2 230 
6-2 227 
64 264 
64 220 
S-l1 184 
6-0 225 
6-4 258 
5-9 170 
61 207 
S11 185 
6-4 287 
5-10 228 
6-1 219 
6-0 186 
6-5 213 
6-3 267 
6-2 280 
6-3 250 
a 4 188 


Fog 


PESELE 


66 


PPOPEPERERD 


school All-American from Louisville, Ky., 


either tailback or 


wide receiver. 


134 


Freshman Tony Driver, a consensus high 


makes running and catching the ball look 
effortless, at times. He could develop 
into the kind of player former Irish great 
Ricky Watters was, a game-breaker from 


lead Coacl 
Bob Davi 


1997 Signees 


NAM POS. HT. WT. HOMETOWN 


Dansby, Kevin LB 6-2 240 Birmingham, AL 
USA Toowy Honorable Mention AllAmerica; had 174 
tackles, sx sacks and three ints, as a senior. 


83 


Denman, Anthony RBLB 6-3205 — Rusk, TX 
Rushed for 1,250 yds, and 12 TDs as a senior; 
‘accounted for 85 tackles on defense in ‘96; alharea. 


Driver, Tony TB. 6-3 205 Louisville, KY 
Parade and USA Tooay AlkAmerican; ranked as fifth 
best. prospect nationally by Chicago Sun-Times; 
rushed 267 times for 1,491 yds. and 18 TDs as a 
seni 


Gotherall, Joey WR 5-9 165 LaPuente, CA 
aught 48 passes for 1,162 yds, and 12 TDs as 
senior. 


Holloway, Jabarl TE 6-4 235 Tyrone, GA 
USA Toow Horirable Mention AllAmerica: Atlanta 
Jouinal Constitution. Georgia. Top. 50; caught 24 
passes for 498 yds, as a senior 


Holmes, Hugh LB 6-2 240 _ Kissimmee, FL 
Made 136 tackles as a senior; Florida District 6 
Player of the year, 


Irons, Grant LB 6-6 225 Woodlands, TX 
USA Tooiy All American; Dial ScholarAthiete Award; 
ranked as 15th best prospect nationally by Chicago. 
Sun-Times; made 92 tackles as a senior, 


Israel, Ron DB 6-1. 175 Haddon Heights, NJ 
USA Toosv Honorable Mention AlLAmerica made 104 
lackles and eight ints, a8 a senior 


Jordan, John OL 6-0 260 
Teain MVPs AllNew England, 


Brooklyn, NY 


Kustok, Zak QB_6-2 190 Orland Park, IL 
‘Threw for more than 900 yds. and se 
Injury/plagued senior season, 


Levy, Darcey RB 6-2 295 ——_Denvor, CO 
Rushed for 1,453 yds, and 27 TDs as a senior 


Murray, Jason RB. 6-2 235 Belle Vernon, PA 
USA Toowv Honorable Mention All America; rusted for 
41,692 yds. and 20 TDs as-4 senior, 


Rego, Cooper TB 5-9 185 — Montvale, NJ 
Parade A-America; USA Toow Seconcteam All/Amer 
ica; Gatorade Player of the Year in New Jorsey; 
rushed for 2,442 yds.and 35 TDs as a senior, 


Robin, Casey OL 6-7 270 Covington, LA 
Aalistitplck in ‘96 as team's outstanding lineman, 


‘Smith, Justin WR 6-4 285 St. Petersburg, FL 
Caught 18 passes for 460 yds. and sik TDs as a 
senior 


‘Teasdale, John TE 6-4 255 Kansas City, MO 
USA Tool! Honorable Mention AlkAmerica; allstate; 
Caught 13 passes for 204 yds. and two TDs in 96, 


Vollers, Kurt OL. 6-7 275 Anaheim, CA 
USA Tooy Honorable Mention Al-America; rated 38th 
nationally among offensive prospects by The Sport: 
ing News. 


Williams, Brock DB 5-14 175 Hammond, LA 
Atlanta Journal: Constitution SuperSouthem 100; had 
102 tackles and five ints. as a senior 


Wisne, Andy DL 6-5 255 Jenks, OK. 
Had 97 tackles and six sacks as senior; allstate, 
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CAROL. Powered by your nearest extension cord 


The revolutionary new Plug-It™ line of extension cord accessories 
features the Plug-it Utility Light. This innovative product actually 
turns your extension cord into a portable light. With a swiveling 
— hook and mirrored reflector, it's easy to use... and with no 
oN permanent cord attached, it's easy to store. Look for this and other 
ad Plug-It products where extension cords are sold. 


Plugi® 


The Plug-It Line of Extension Cord Accessories: 

Plug-It Utility Light, Plug-It Fluorescent Light, Lightnin’ Plug™ 
and Lightnin’ Plug Powr-Centers® 3-t0-2 Adapter, Powr-Center 
Adapter and Plug-It Powr-Reel®. 


ieneral 
able 


CORPORATION 
4 Tesseneer Drive, Highland Heights, KY 41076-9753 * Website: www.generalcable.com 


Fox Sportscaster Presents 


1997 college schedules 


* Home game 


ACC 


CLEMSON DUKE, FLORIDA STATE © GEORGIATECH = MARYLAND NORTH CAROLINA N.C. STATE VIRGINIA, WAKE FOREST 
CLEMSON S.C. DURHAM, N.C, TALLAHASSEE, FLA, ATLANTA, GA, COLLEGE PARK, MD. CHAPELHILL, N.C, RALEIGH, N.C, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA. WINSTON-SALEM, NC. 
(3) (ou) (11-4) (6-6) 6-6) (10-2) (3-8) (5) 3-8) 
5. 6 AMAUCHNSE* 5. 6 No. SIA 5.6 SOUIMEW CA —-§ G ~NOTREDINE 5.6 OHO 8.6 nome 30 symacuse 5.4 AvGuRN® 5,6 NORTHVESTERN® 
S43 NC. SINE S113 NORTHWESTERN $113. MARYLAND® $20 WIMEFOREST «$13. FLORDASTWE $13. stANFORD® 56 buKE $13. FicnoND® $13 EAST cAROUNA 
$.20 Fuohioa stares $20. ARMY 5.20 CLEMSON S27 cleMsons 5.20 NORTH CAROUNAY 520. NURTLAND 513 CLEMSON® 8.27 NORTHCAROLNA —§.20 GEORGIA TECH 
52 GeonGwTecH = 5.27 Nan 0.4 NAM 0,-4 WoSTONcoWEGE © §.27 TEMPLE 5.27 Vingnia® 520 Nunoise 0,4 WAKEFOREST? S27 Ne, STATEY 
0, TEASELPASO* 0, MARYLAND Ot DUKE Oat Nc. SINE 0.4 ker 0.4 TEASCHRSTAN 5.27 WAKEFOREST 0.11 CLEMSON 0.4 via 
Oat RGIS Gla ALOOASTATE* 0.18 GEORGIA TECH’ O18 LOMDASTATE 0.11 WEST IRGNIAY 0.41 WAAEFOREST® G11. GEORGIATECH 0.48 DUNES ‘41 NORTH CAROUNA 
0.25 MARYLAND 0146 ViRanan 0.25 Vig 0.30 NORTH CAROUNAY 0.48 WAKEFOREST © 0.48 Nc. SITE 0,38 NORTICAROUNAY 0.25 RORDASTAIEY 0,18 MARYLAND 
NOL WME FOREST = 0.25 WAKEFoReST¢ «NN. SATE® N°3 RGN 025. cLewson 0,30 GEORGATECH =o RLORDASIAE Nt MARLAND 0.25 DUKE 
Ni 8 UKE NS CLEMSON N 8 NORTHCAROUNA «N15. DUNE NOL ViRGINA® N-8 FLOROASTATE> Ni. 8 NALANO® NB GEORGATECHY Not CLEMSON 
N25 NORTH CAROUNAY N15 GEORGIATEGH® N25 WAMEFOREST® N22. MARVLAN N8 NC. SINE NAB CuEMSON NaS VRGNA® NaS NC. STAE 1B RUTOERS 
N22 SOUTH CAROUNA N22 NORTMCAROUNA N22 FLORIDA N25 GEORGIAY N22 GEORGIA TECH N22. DUKE® N22 EASTCAROUNAY N29. VRGINATECH® N48. FLORIO STATE 
BOSTON COLLEGE MIAMI PITTSBURGH RUTGERS, SYRACUSE TEMPLE, VIRGINIA TECH WEST VIRGINIA 
GHESTNUTHILL RASS. CORAL GABLES, FLA FITSBURGH, Ps EW BRUNSWICK, NJ. SYRACUSE, PRHLADELPHIA, PA Acs, Wh MORGANTOWN, WA, 
PO ane N0” omor at) swiouswar 630) yma ecu ak” isons Nae” w wna {30 areens 0) asus 
5.13 WEST VRGMAY S13 AWZONA siATE® 5.8 PEMSINE 8.6 Teas 30 NC. STATE" 5-6 bostowcolese® §— §.13syBAcUse® 5.6 EAST CAROUNAY 
5.20 RUTGERS Sis PITsBUnGH 313 HOUSTON Sus MWY" 5.6 OKLAWOMA 813 Poa sae 320 TIMP 5:13 BOSTON COLLEGE 
827 cyconas S27 WEST VRGNAY S18 Maule 8.20 BOSTONCOLLEGE* 5.13. VIRGIMA TEEN 8.20 VRGNATECH S27 AWANSAS st* S27 MAM 
0,4 GEORGIA TecH® 0,4 FLonion SATE 0.4 Teme 0.4 WEST vRGINA 5.20 TUNE S27 MANANDY 0,4 MAM Cn) 0.4 uroense 
O21 VGN TECH 0.18 BOSTON COLLEGE 0.14 NOTRE oawes 0,9 Syeacuse® O14 EASTCAROUNAY 0.4 PITSURGH Gls SosTONcouEse> O11 MARLAND 
038 MAM 025 Tew 0.25 RUTGERS 0x8 Amy 0.3 RuToeRS: 0.38 SyRACUsE 0.25 esr vRgena (025 GINA TECH 
0.25 NOTRE oawe NL ARsAs st+ Noi BOSTON Cowes — 0,25 PITSuRGH® ‘us Tewpurs 025 MAM! NL Ug Nod syacuse 
NOL pirsourch NS RGN TEEN N35 Swmacuse® No TEMPLE NO WEST Roane NOT RUTGERS Na Maw ye NaS TEMPLES 
Na syRAcuse NaS RUTGERS* N22. VOI TECH N 8 WAKE FonEsT® NS WOSTONCOWEGE® =. 8 NAW N22 PITSBURGH N22 NOTRE OAME 
N22 aR NZ SyRACUSE® N28 WEST VRGINA NaS MAMI Ns TEER N38 WEST VIRGINA N20 RDA N28 PITSBURGH® 
N29. MIAMI 
‘8 NckOFF CUssiC 
‘Guns STADIUM 
ILLINOIS, INDIANA. JOWA MICHIGAN MICHIGAN STATE ‘MINNESOTA NORTHW! OHIO STATE 
CHAMPAIGN, IL, BLOOMINGTON, IND, {OWA CITY, OWA ANN ARBOR, MICH. EAST LANSING, NICH, EVANSTON, ILL. ‘COLUMBUS, OHIO 
(2-9) ($8) e) ea) (6-6) (9-3) (1-1) 
SOUIMERN MISS® 5. 6 NORTH CAROL NORTHERN OWA 48 coLoRADOY ‘5 WESTERN NichIOAN® 5.6 WAKE FOREST A26 WYOMING 
tousvue S13 OAL STAN $43 TUS 5.20 Savon 5.13 MEMPHIS® S13 DUKE $.13. BOHUNG GREEN 
WASHINGTON St* S20. KENTUCKY? 8.20 IOWA STATE S.27 NOTRE DANE* 5.20 NOTRE DAME 5.20 cee 520 anzowe 
rows 5.27 WiscoNsN S27 UNOS 04 ow. 9.4 Mnoesorar 377 S27 purtue S27 MssOuR 
PEN stares 0.4 Minoan 0.4 Oho SME OL NORTHWESTERN® = O.1 NOUN oa 0,4 \scovisne 0,4 lowe 
WISCONSIN 141 McwOaN st O18 O48 OMe O18 NORTHWESTERN = O.11 Ot MCGAN Ot Pew Sie 
PUROUE® 0.18 oN SINE 0.35 0,25 MichGan st 025 wicKioaN 048 0138 MICHGAN st 0.18 NOW 
NANA 0.25 OWA rat NOL MNNEsOrAe Ni OWlo stare 025 0.25 Ho SINE 10,25 NoRTiWesTERN* 
NORTHWESTERN = NL MLN NB N 8 POWSINE Nog puroUe Na MicGAN Noi PeN sie No MHGAN ST 
40 STATE NAS MNNESON Nas NAB. WSCONSHY N22 WnOIs NB oWo sraTe™ NB MUNOS, NB MINNESOTA 
MICHIGAN St. N22 PURDUE Nz N22 OHO STATES N29 PENN SIAE® N25 NOWAY NaS OWA Na5 UNOS 
Nz? 10H N22 MICHIGAN 
IN STATE PURDUE WISCONSIN, 
VGRITV PARK PA, EST LAFAVETTE,IND, HUDSON, IS. 
5) 
PrTsBURGH® 5.6) Toubo 128 SYRACUSE® 
Tere S12 NOTRE Dawes 5.6 boise states 
Louisme 520 BALSIATE® $13 SAN OSES, 
TLUNOS S27 NORIMWESTERN* $20 SAN DESO ST.» 
M0 stare® ‘O11 MINNESOTA 8.27 ROW 
awiesorae ‘0,18 wisconsin 01.4 NORTHWESTERN 
NORMWESTERN 0.25. ILLNOS 4% Uva 
MlcHIGAN" Nt (Oa 0.48 PURDUE 
PURDUE N 8 WcHOAN St 0,25. MANESOTA 
Wscovisine NaS. Pawn suaTe® NB ovat 
MEHGAN ST N22 OANA N25 Micha 
N22 NW SATE 
(HOF CLASSIC 
‘GaN SAO 
BAYLOR COLORADO IOWA STATE KANSAS, KANSAS STATE Missour| NEBRASKA OKLAHOMA 
WACO, TEXAS. BOULDER, COLO. AMES, IOWA LAWRENCE, KAN, MANHATTAN, KAN. COLUMBIA, NO. UNCOLN, NEB, NORMAN, ORLA, 
(4-7) (10-2) (2-5) (7) e-3) 5) (11-2) 38) 
430) Maw $6 couopapo st. X30 OMLAHOMA st ADB vase 5.6K iLuNOS S68 E.wentane A.30 "axon 56) sypacuses 
5.6 FRESNO STA S13 MicHGAN 5.68 WWOWING $6 Tou S13 oo 8.13 aNSAS S13 CEMMALRORDAY §—§.20 CALFORHIA 
$20 WicHGaN S27 wownce 3.13 MRWNESOTA 5.13 Missoune S27 BOWUNG GREEN = «§.20 TULSA 8.20 WASHINGTON 5.27 Lousmule* 
0.4 Teas TEM C4 Toasaann 820 lowe $20 cant, 0.4 NEBRASIA $8.27 Wi Sta 0. sas STATE? 0.4 sas 
Oat NepRASKA® 1 onANOWA St 0.4 wissouR 0.4 OKLAHOMA Oat issouRr 0.4 OMSIATE® Ost paLoR O11 Tease 
0.48 OKLAHOMA O48 isis Ot TeuSAAM Ot Teas TECH O18 Teas Aan Olt KANSAS STATE 0.48 Tews TecH 018 por 
0.25 1OWASTAE 0.25 Tens 035 aoe 0.18 coLoRoo 0.25 OHLANOWA 048 Tease 0.25 Masas 0.25 Sas stare 
NL Tews NOT Mscunie NOL asa 0.25. NEBRASKAS NL TOAS TECH 0.25 Ontavou st Nod OWHOMAS NOL NEBRASA 
N& TUS Aaa K€ a sie NB covoRAno+ NL iOWAstaTEy NB NSA N1 covoRano 8 MISSOURI N. OMLAWOMA stare 
N25 MIsSOURL NS KANSAS STATE N25 NEBRASKA NB KANSAS STATE N35 COLORADO NB NEBRASIA® N35. OW STATE NaS THAS AGM 
N22 ONLANOMA SINS 11.28 EBFASKAY N22 KANSAS STATES N15 TEAS N22 OWA STATE N15 Bano N28 coLoRAGo N22 Tes TECH 
‘@DALAS, TES 
OKLAHOMA STATE TEXAS. TEXAS A&M. TEXAS TECH 
SILLWATER, ORLA, AUSTIN, TEXAS COLLEGE STATION, TEAS — LUBBOCK, TEXAS 
6-6) (5) (5) (5) 
AD) WA STA 5.6) RUTGERS® 5.6 SAM HOUSTON? ‘AO TENVESSEE 
S06 SW LOUSN S43 Vout S20 SW LOUISHMAY S43 swLouSMA 
S.23 FRESNO STAE® S27 fice 3.27 NORM Tease 5.20 NORTH TEXAS® 
827 NELOUSWU® 0. 4 OMLAMOMASTAE 0. 4 COLORADO Parmerite) 
0.8 Tes: O11 oANOWS Oi low stare® Ot KANSAS 
lst coLoRADo* 0.48 MSsOURL 018 KANSAS STATE O18 NEBRASKA 
0,25 MssouRe 025. cotomAbo+ 0.25 TMs TeoH 025 Teusaahe 
NO Tens sau ‘i pawor NOT OnLAbONA sts NOT Kansis stare* 
NB OnLAHOMA N 8 TEAS TEOH Nib ior N8 Teas 
NaS Teas Tech Nas y0nshs® N35 OWAHO N15 OMLAHOMA STWE. 
N22 BALOR N28 TEMAS aan N28 Toast N22 OnLAHOMAY 
(eDALAS, TEMS ena, TEMS 
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Watching satellite sports without SportsCaster is like playing football without a coach. Keeping 

track of what games are playing when and on what channel is enough to sideline even the most 
radical sports fan. SportsCaster not only lets you know when and where the games you want to 
watch are being played, but each issue features articles about your favorite players, coaches and 
sports legends. Stop looking for the game and start watching it. 


CALL 1-800-633-2942 


SportsCaster” 


THE TELEVISION GUIDE FOR SPORTS 


1997 college schedules 


* Home game 
BOISE STATE IDAHO NEVADA NEW MEXICO ST. NORTH TEXAS 
Pose IDAHO a IDAHO: fee. ‘NEV, SG. NM, DENTON, TEXAS 
dea. st. ame Ca) an ronee Xa) coon st. er 2 wore 
$8 WScONSIN 2.8 FORTUND St $6 uae £8 $8 OREGON STATE 
S13 comcHGAN $13 kewNeNCo St $13 Orebowe 53 $33 ROMMSHES 
$20, Weaen SME 520 C.RoADA $20 Soumsemn miss 30 $20 TeASTEcH 
S37 WASHINGTON ST, 04 NORTH Tes S21 Town 521 S27 Teas MMe 
0.48 NoRH Teas Oat topes O42 wows 04 O48 MO. 
9.25. Louswetecw O18 hemo ois iauo" ou O38 Boseswe 
No Ua sae 825 Vawsie: 9.25. hom Tease 025 0.25 NEVO 
X5 Nea ROL ENASHNGTON Nt Newneco rat Kos kennexcost, 
NaS Newamevcost+ N22 Sosesmie® Ns soseswe xs Nas Mw 
Nz (om NaS Uo ste ws N22 an sae 

‘ine, TAs 
CINCINNATI EAST CAROLINA HOUSTON LOUISVILLE MEMPHIS M 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. GREENVILLE, N.C, HOUSTON, TEXAS ‘LOUISVILLE, KY. MEMPHIS, TENN, ‘HATTIESBURG, Miss (NEW ORLEANS, LA 
(6-5) (8-3) (7-5) 6-5) (7) (8-3) (2-9) 
128) Taste 5.6) West acaus Xoo) sou 50) xeon X50) ussssen st. Soo" romos £6" crown 
Se Tue $13 Wowe oResr= $16 cluromat $6 aw sé use $6 UNOS S13 Ree 
$20 WNsAs $20 SouTH caROUNM® S13 prseuron $13 unos $13 maaan st S20 keno $20 Srmcust 
$2 soston couene oe Smcuse S21 imaeson S20 Powswee S20 Mnaesour 27 0.4 Ame 
0.4 MOPHS® 11k SOUTHERN mss 04 aA $27 Oadwoua 0.4 cuca 0.4 Lousmue Ost Louse 
Ont Use oie Wake O38 cca 0. SOUTER MSS Ot unas st Ok easrcanouna O18 BsroarouNA 
18 oustON 025, eumis: 025 ousmue ou Tame 025 steam 025 Tune 0.25 SOUTER miss 
0.25, MaAOn Ai tousmue XL Mens: 0:25 houstow At koustone WL renew Ao Soumwestem 
A SOUTHERN mss XN & Houston Xs stowouue 11 gstemouwe Ns Tue Ns Tomessee 6 weunise 
N 8 tousmue’ Nas roman Nis Sour uss As Gopou Nas tousmue Nas Houston Nas ssisir 
Nas AST cAROUNA N22 Ne-SWTE Nz nue Xs Moves N22 SOUTHERN s+ N22 MONS N22 houston 
AKRON. BALL STATE BOWLING mic HIGAN MARSHALL 
‘AKRON, OHIO ‘MUNCIE, IND. ‘BOWLING GREEN, OHIO Pastis a FASTEN ch HET ono HUNTINGTON, W.VA, 
(47) (ea) 4&1) (6-6) cay (23) (5-0) 
N50) nepmasia ho K30) cousuna teen X28) x aupos* $78) MssoUR X28) Wo 130 WEST VIRGINA 
S13 Mut Oh 58 $5 Maan" £6 S13 Toso 5.5 YouNosto4N st, £8 uy 
S20 song cece 83 513 ono sue $33. soe sures Sx om S33 argue $3 fon 
S2 lousmiasure 52 $2 toon $20 lousuna eoH 331 Cc wcwaw 520 E woWGaN 320 Wilunoss 
0.4 GMcHoaN $27 S21 tansts swe S21 Ewoncae 3.4 Gio 0.4 Enon 527 tALSWE 
Oa KURA 4 0k KeuNose 0-8 damon Ot BAL somes O14 ai oH) Ot Anon 
Oise wcHaaN ou Ot We MONG Ot ToueDo° 048 Aon 08 W. Mona 0:18 Mul (o, 
025 Gio» ois O38 O40 O18 BuL SWE 025 025 c woncaie 025. E Wena 
Nt pALstwe 025 025 ToDo 025 Kon Nog WoowaaN NL Bow arcene Fiera) 
Na ew mt Nt ke ht hanson K8 Nuunos 8 AKRON 8 own oneen* 
Nab TUtDo he Na HARSHA, 8 MORON NaS GARR 2 Nar Nas ono 

NO, ILLINOIS. OHIO WESTERN MICHIGAN 

GHFORD, oo DEKALB, UL ATHENS, #0 ToAgD0 HaLANAZOO, ME 
i 1-10) 
Noo) mau sures 138” commu mona Koo! vee © pueoues 8) row 
5 BOWUNG One $8 jansssie™ $8 aR $13 Eos S16 wowGust 
S13 heron $13 Wwonaw S13 Masks SWE $20 Wceow 33 Nuns 
S21 ian 52) Ncswe $2 surwor Sr hewn $23 Tomo 
8.4 MRNA TECH 4 GOWUNG GREEN S27 Wucncane Ot Cmca S21 ow 
Ot eM On wwosteu 0.4 EhacaaaN 038 Nuno 0.4 sul sures 
O16 hans O18 Tou O38 ome orcen 0.25. Bowne cacen 0.33 BOWLNG GREEN 
6.25. Chew 025 Buusmres 025 Amon peer 036 Ken 
NL oueno owe At Nitin NS BALSiME NOL Ewcwci 
N6 ono A 8 Eman NB Ma one has bone 8 Cuca 
Nab RRLNOS® Na Nao Nas MARSH N22 ChROROA NaS RELOUSWA 
ARIZONA, ARIZONA STATE CALIFORNIA OREGON OREGON STATE ‘SOUTHERN CAL, STANFORD, 
TUCSON, ARIZ, TEMPE, ARIZ. BERKELEY, CALIF. EUGENE, ORE. CORVALLIS, ORE. LOS ANGELES, CALIF. ‘STANFORD, CALIF. 
oo it-} ©) 65) 23) 8) re) 
$72 oncaon Kao" ewenco sures $6) wouston $2) sao $8) worm reas 2) RoRoA swe $8) swose st 
su Us $13 kM $2 ounoU $13 kaw $20 Soo: $33 WASHNGTONST* £13 RORMOMROUNA 
$29. owo ste $20 owe Sh User $2) Resi sue: Sh smaow sure: S21 Cuuromw $20 Oneoon st 
sz teu 521 ofecov sure O24 tou eco S32 Seo 0.4 Saaose ste oe uae $27 onesow 
0.4 satoeco st 0.4 WASHNGTON Oat wsimator 0.4 waSnGtONst* Ost owswie O33 Maco sure 04 Norme ue 
Sul Sinan: Out user 048 NaSHNGTON St. Oat Ucar Oi uo O38 NaTREOANE Ot AnzoW 
O18 WasenaroN O18 SweoRo 02s Wau oi uae 225 wasmaron 025 Oro 0.48 ARGON st 
0:25 WasinaroN st AL WashowsON sires KT Recon stares 02s vse At Cura A YaSHOION earn 
3 oneoow ste hs Caroma Xs Sagou soe N28 Wasmaron Xs iscow X& Suwon: ha te 
Nas Aurowia® Nas onecons Nas sauora Nas angus has sce Nas ofeoon Sore N38 WASHINGTON St. 
Nas iazow's N26 faaoue NZ Sas N22 OReaoNSt* N22 OREGON Nz vou N22 CALIFORNIA 
UCLA WASHINGTON WASHINGTON STATE 
LOSANGELES, CALIF, SEATTLE, WASH PULLNAN, WAS 
a) ey 68) 
op) wasunston st fe) aw a) veur 
S16 ToNesste™ $13 Sioeco swe SB ie 
S13 Tas 52) heanou 2 
S27 cows 0.8 Magma sine 52 bose swe 
0.4 houstoN O31 cluromut 04 Ono 
Ot oneaon O18 sazow Ost Suuousiar 
O38 Oneoon ste 825 OREGON SE O38 Guroaer 
025 cAlromete A tse 025 snow 
Aa SuneoRo XN Gea fet uw st 
as WASHINGTON Mis tou Aas Suleoeo* 
Nz ise N22 WaSimarovst- N22 WaSOTON 


& 
© 
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1997 college schedules 


* Home game 
ALABAMA ARKANSAS AUBURN, ‘ORG LOUISIANA STATE 
WSCALOSA, AA TAITTEVLLE, AR. AUBURN, ALA CANES MILE, FA ATHENS, GA, EDINGTON Hy. BAIN ROUGE LA 
30. HOUSTON 5.6) NeLousuNa 54) VGA ‘30 ” SOUTHERN Mis 50) Ansa st A530) tovismes 5.6 THASEL PASO 
Sit VANDERBLT £13 sw S13 OleMiss* 8.6 C.MhiGW" S43 SOUTH caROUne 5.6 Msisshe st S13 MSSS5F ST 
520 ARHANSAS 52 $2 5.20 TEMWESSEE* 5.20 NELOUSWNAY 5.20. NOMA 320 AUBURN 
5.27 SOUTHERN MSS* 5.27 tousunarecne 527 ¢ Rowe S27 ewTuchy 0.4 MISiSSim St $27 RoRoN S27 aKnow" 

0.4 kewucnre 0.4 fowoe 0.4 SOUTH CAROUNA 0.4 ARANSAS® Ost TENNESSEE 0.4 ALBAN 0.4 valoenaur 
O13 TeWesseee 0.48 SOUTH CAROUNA® Ot Louisiana Tech Ot 130 0.18 \ANDERBLT L41 SOUTH CAROUNA O41 Ronbae 
0.25 MISSSSPA 0.25. augue 048 ROROA 0118 ABR 25 keNTuCKY 048 NeLoUsWu 0:48. Mississin* 
Na isle Nog OLeMiss 025 ARNANSAS® NOt Grong Net Rona 0.25. Geonan NT kewrvon! 
NaS. Nississem sr Nas Toessees Not Mgsissen st. N 8 Vioereus Nas AUBUR® Ni tue ‘8 ALABAMA 
N22 AUBURN N22 MSSiSPR st» N35 GeoRGA NaS SOUT CAROUNA N22 OLE MSS NaS vivo N35. NoTRe paves 

Na N22 naga Nz RORDA STATE® N29 GORDA TECH N22 TeMessees N25 hoisase 
mississipp| MISSISSIPPI STATE SOUTH CAROLINA TENNESSE VANDERBILT 
‘OXFORD, MISS, STARKVILLE, MISS, COLUMBIA, S.C, FROME ew. NASHVILLE, TENN, 
(6-6) (0-6) 5) (10-2), (23) 
30) cenTRA RoRDOAY 430) MeNehise 58 c.nonoae AO” TEAS TECH 130 NATH TBAS* 
58 sue $8 Kemuchys 513 stone $25 ow Su Awe 
S13 AueuRN $3 ish 3:20 ST CAROLINA 520 Aono $20 Tous 
5.27 VANDER 5.27 SOUTH CAROLNAY 821 Mgssseri st. 0.4 MISSA 827 Misssser 
0. 4 TEWESSEE 0.4 Genoa 04 Agua Ott Grongie O14 ise 
O48 (30 O11 NELousANA O41 KENTUCKY 6:18 Maga .11. NORTHERN LOS 
0.25 ALABAMA 0.25 GRlomos® 08 Aydisas NOL SOUTH chRou® ous Gooner 
No ARhaNsASs Not ARN 0.25 WANOERDIE® N & Soumienn Mss 0.25 SOUTNCAROUNA 
Nis Tue Nab AABN Nol Teessee Nas Aowisas NS Roba 
N22 crore N22 ARMANSAS Nab RoRDA N22 KENTUCKY Nas weUchye 
N23 MSSSSPR ST N29 MSSSSPre N22 CLEMSON N29 von N29 TEESSEE 
AIR FORCE BRIGHAM YOUNG COLORADO STATE FRESNO STATE HAWAlL NEW MEXICO RICE SAN DIEGO STATE 
CLO. SPRINGS, COLO, PROVO, UTAN FORT COLLINS, COLO, FRESH, CALF HONOLULU, HAWAII ALBUQUERQUE, NM. HOUSTON, TEXAS SAN DIEGO, CALF 
63) (14-1) (7-5) (7) (2-10) (65) (a) 3) 
120" 1oMor 5.6 wasunaron® 130) newows 130) pomuno ste X30 Mawesone ‘A90" n.anome 5.6 ayogces $23" wasunarton 
£6 Roe 8.20. ARBONASY 8.6 CouoRAbo $5 Baton 8.6 cALSTNORT 8.6 NEWMENCOsL* == 513. TUNE $20 WOONSN 
513 uMve 827 sw 813 Um STATE 5.13 OMLAHOMAST. 5.13 WOMING® 813 Ui 50 nomTivestemy = «S27. ARonce 
$20 CoLORvO st 0.3 Uh ses 820 ARvonce® 5:20. OREGON 520 Uw 827 Unis S21 Tae 0.4 Amaonw 
827 SIWDECOST* =O. RCE 0.4 ale O48 ume 0.4 colbeaoo st Ont swe Ooh Tush 111 NeW Menco* 
0.4 CIADELY Ole Dutt SMiJ08e st O11 Ha Out FRESNO STTE®§——O.11SAWOEGO St. O1t swe 038 UNV 
Ot NW 025 048 wwoMNG 0:18 ARFoRCe 0.18 BM O18 Rice O18 NeW MeNoo 025 HANA 
048 AoRoASMTE = KA 025 Tusk 625 bw 0.25 SAMoecosts 9.25. UH ot SM A Wrouns 
0.25 SAVose st Na TON Net sos st Not ArFoRces core No Tou N 8 SOUOSE sts 
Act ea Nas NB FRESNO SME ———N & COLORADO St Nab ANOS Nis Be has Ua NaS FResho SIE 
N 6 awe NB N22 SAV O60 ST Nas SaNoieco st» N22 NE Louse Nz Tus N22 Wer N22 coxorAto st* 
NaS WONG? N22 WOMNG® N29 NOTRE Dae? 
SAN JOSE STATE TEXAS CHRISTIAN TULSA UNL. UTAH UTEP. Wrowne 
SAN JOSE, CALIF ALIAS, TEXAS FORT WORTH, TEXAS TULSA, OKLA, AS VEGAS, NEV. SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH EL PASO, TEXAS LARAMIE, WO, 
oo) v ?) i) eu) ea) (29) (10-2) 

6 stawono $6) wssissir 5.8) Kansas 28 NCHA ‘6 Newoa 190) IAN state® $6 10 126 owo sure 
5.13, nscoxshe S13 AManSAS® 813 Uae 543 Ova S13 ARFORCE 8.8 LoUsmue 813 New Menor 5.8 lOnk STaE® 
520 noua S20 ware 820 \oer@tr 5:20 sou x0 jane S13 tev 520 Ua 813 Han 
0.4 OREGON st S27 ow 0.4 NORMCAROUNAY 0.4 cee 8.27 UNOS state 520 ute 827 MWMexcost® 8.20, S4NJOSE t+ 
C111 colo St” =O. NEWCO rem Oat ute 0.4 Use 0.4 FRESNO Ste 0.4 CLEMSON $27 Covopioo 
O48 UIE Ot Ua 048 Tsk 648 To O11 Tous Ont swe Oat Tush O41 Ne 
0.25 AmFonce® 0:25 WvOMNG® 025 BW 6:25 coLorao sr 0:48 soso st. 0.18 OREGON DAB SA ose st» 0:48 covoRioo si. 
Nod FRESNO Ste Noi Ree NL NeW Mencor Nt mw 0.25 FRESNO St. 0.25 New Menco® Nt Be 025 sw 
NB Si IEG st N 6 ute N& fee No ow NL CouoRioo s+ = Nt Tusa Ne sw NOL Soo st 
Nas Hae Nas TUS has Ute N35 si N86 WroMiNG Nab Roe Nas Tove 8 Gwe 
Nz OW N22 eu N22 SMe N22 NeWMENCO Nx SWNJOSE st N22 BW N22 Ree NaS Rone 

N22 fRESNO SIE 

IRKANSAS STATE ARMY. CENTRAL FLORIDA LOUISIANA TECH Navy, NE LOUISIANA NOTRE DAME 
ARSEoN HES ony. ORLANDO, FLA, RUSTON, LA, Aitrous, wo. MONROE, LA, SOUTH BEND, INO. 
i) (10-2) (0-5) (6-5) 63) i) 3) 

130" ong S06" wins K30) mssisset 5.5) saw ieo sr. N30) Wevous st 5.5 GEORG TECH 
5.6 CARANSIS® 513 User 5.8 Sour canouna Ss Toes $6 ARKANSAS 53 PURDUE 
S13 NEWMeNo st $20 Oe S13 heBRASKA $20. Sw Sus UA Te 8.20 MCHIAN st 
5.20 SOUTHERN UTK® S27 MoH 520 ioMor S27 $20 eon $27 Mewoan 
5.27 YONA TECH 0.4 TW S27 aleueN i ARFORCES 327 OHLAHOMA Sr. 6.4 StMFORD 
0.4 SWLOUSINAY 0.18 RUTGERS 4 kext Bale 0.4 NORTHWESTERN st* 31 PTSOURGH 
Ont MEMPHIS 0.25 couse Ot Satrono® 4 NOTRE pave O11 MSSiSiF ST. 048 sce 
0.18 LOUSaNA TH Noa AR FORGE 0.25 MSSISSPH st 8 TeAPles O48 Kexrucky 0.25. osfow couse 
Nt MAW Nas Nom Teas: Ni NelouSHNA 5 COLGRE® 025. Si/LoulsNA Nt wwe 
Ni 8 SW MssouRi st N22 poston COLLEGE Nas EMcHoaNe 2 Kent NLC ronbe Nas (80 
Nz the D6 hve N22 To.eo0" 6 ARNO Nas Winona N22. West waciine 

(E,RUTHERFORO, NI ERUTHERORO, ND N22 Waal N23 WANA 
SW LOUISIANA 
TAPYETTE, LA BIRMINGHAM, AL 

eo) 
Se) emssunce Tt ysis, 
5.6 st 6 MENPHS 
545 Tas Teck 23 sez 
£20 TEAS Aa 20 oxsonvuLe st 
S27 Us 7 SH LOUSHIA 
0.4 Ads st 4 Westen y= 
Olt Washo st ‘4 oenoumn 
025 hetouswar (A RaeUk Tee 
Noi mune 8 LOUSUNA TECH 
Nas LAeche 35 Tpwesser Tete 


is} 
i 
& 
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1997 college schedules 


* Home game 


ATLANTIC 10 


BOSTON CONNECTICUT DELAWARE JAMES MADISON MAINE MASSACHUSETTS NEW HAMPSHIRE NORTHEASTERN 
BOSTON, MASS. ‘STORRS, CONN. NEWARK, DEL. HARRISONBURG, VA. ‘ORONO, MAINE AMHERST, MASS, DURHAM, NH. BOSTON, MASS. 
(P19) ee) e) c) 7) (5) es (5) 
6 HOFSTRA S13 NORTVeASTEN® == «S6 NEWHINPSHRE «SG BAL SINE 3.8 RIDE SND 3) ReAMoNO® $8 DeLaune 5.8. ST.MARY'S (CA) 
$20 YOUNGSIOWNSt* $20 _HOFSTRA Sus WuNOW S13 GStTpestt S13. MASSICNISETISY S13. MANE S13 RHODE ISLAND S13. coMecncUT 
5.27 WM AND MARY S27 We 20 WESTCHESTER «= S.20 MASSACHUSETTS® © $20 VILNOW S20 MESMDSON «3.20. WAL ANDY $2. DDE ISLAND 
4 DeLAnARe® 4 BUFRMOr sa 327 MANE 327 JAMES \aoisoN 3.27 RHODEISLAND® S27 STGHENE AUSTIN © S.27 DELAMARE® 
‘OAL RHODE LINDY Ot ANE 0. poston o4 04 momo 04 Newtawsine «© 0.4 WUSSACHISETTS. «0.4 WAL AND MARY® 
045 MANE 018 WLADw =O. FecIOhOS Oat WO MY ‘2 cowecneuT O12 MLO Oi HORSTRAY 0.18 NeW HANPSHIRE® 
(0.25 NORTHEASTERN = 0.25 RHODE SLANOY 028 JANESAMDSON 0.15 DELANARE” 038 BOSTON 038 BuO 0.18 NORTHEASTERN 0.25. S0sTON 
Nod comecncut Nei boston 025 MASSOHSETS 0.25 RENO 025 NewmursuRe §=— 025 DEAE 025 mane Na 
N68 WSSACHUSETISY —-N8 DELAMARE Ni WaLANDMaye = NS NORTHEASTERN KS BUENO. NCI boesAr Xs Wan NB JAMES MADISON 
NAS NEWHAMESHIRE = N15 MASSACHUSETTS §—-N8CONMECTEUT* 235 RODE SANDY NaS NORTHEASTERN NB BOSTON NS BOSTON N35 MANE? 
N22 JAMES MADISON «N22 NEWHAVPSHIRE = N15 LENIGH NZ BOSTON N22 HOrSTRA Na5_ conmernour> N22 CONNECTICUT N22 VMLANOIA 
RHODE ISLAND VILLANOVA WILLIAM & MARY 
KINGSTON, Rl VILLANOVA PA. 
(6) 4) (10-3) 

aves Ae Ki 
S13 NeW HAUPSHIRE® S23 Deu 5.5 GL SOUTHERN 
5.20 NORTHEASTERN: $20 MANE S33 wl 
$27 MascAcHUSETTS 0.4 JtMES Mon «$20 NEW HAMPSHIRE 
0.4 HorstRae Oat MmssiowseMs: S27 BOSTON" 
OAL BOSTON 035 cHMOtO Og NoRTMEAsTER 
018 BROWN, 025 WL O IAY Ont Mes OSM 
(0.25 coNsecneut Nl RODEO 048 cowecTouT 
No woe N38 AeWHAIPSRE = 0.25 LO 
NB RICHMOND NaS BURTON NCL Dene 
N25 JAMES MADISON N22 NORTHEASTERN: N25. RCHMONO® 

NOI CAL ST.SAC., , WASHINGTON IDAHO STATE MONTANA MONTANA STATE 
NORTHRIDGE, CALIF. SACRAMENTO, CALI. CHENEY, WASH. POCATELLO, IDAHO MISSOULA, MONT. BOZEMAN, MONT. FLAGSTAFr, ARIZ. 
(7-4) (10), e) en (14-4) eS) 3) 
ASD. BOSE SINE S54 Su Teas 536 ROCKY MT COU 58 A30 WONG S13 CHANORON ST 830. Newsenco 
$8 HANA 520 coarse S13 pomaost S13 S13. Sr aust $20 Sw TEAS 520 wnDUWTH 
$.20 NEW MExCo st 327 MONDNA S27 wear st 32 82 STiwarsionr S27 BMOSIE S27 PORNO st* 
0. Pomuano st 0.4 owosmre 0.4 MoMA st oe S27 caLstsic 0.4 E WASHINGTON 0.4 Wee state 
lai weaee staTe* Gate wasincion On causes on On DMOSHTE Ot NaRzoN O41 MONNA St 
O46 MONTANA St 018 Naacouse 938 MODAN 08 O38 wasancTon* 08 CiLST-NORTL 018 cast. 
025 caLsT sac 025 cit st-voRTH 025 DAHOSAEY 025 025 KARDON 0.25 PORTLAND St. 0.25 MONTANA 
NL Mowala’ NOT PORLAND St* Ni Duo Na NL CUSTNORM* NOL Wesen SATE NOT ong STATE 
N 8 (AO stare NB WeRER STE NB waRoM Xs XS PomUo st NS caLpoue Ni 8 E waSHnGTon* 
N25. WASHINGTON MAS MONMAST* N25 CALSTAGR® NaS NaS epee se NaS cALSTSAC. N22 CALST-NORTH 
N22 ARGON NZ NZ MONA ST. NZ MONT 
PORTLAND STATE WEBER STATE 
PORTLAND, ORE. ‘OGDEN, UTAH 
(33) (4) 
AD FREswo ste SS Westen st 
$6 to S43 50, Utne 
S13 E-WASHINGTON® 320 BOSE SWE 
S27 NC ARDON 827 E:WASHINGTON 
0.4 CAL ST-NORTH* 04 Wangouse 
Ott St. MARY'S (C8) Oa CAL StANDRT 
0.38 wesc sme 38 PORTLAND St” 
0.25 MowaNA st NOL MONTANA ST 
NL caLstsae NS custsace 
NB mowraNse NaS MONTANA 
NaS (OHO STATE NZ DMO STE 
ILLINOIS STATE INDIANA STATE NORTHERN IOWA ‘SOUTHERN ILLINOIS ‘SW MISSOURI STATE YOUNGSTOWN ST. 
NORMAL, IL. TERRE HAUTE, IND. CEDAR FALLS, 1OWA MO ‘YOUNGSTOWN, OF 
ie) (6-5) (24) 6 (7-4) 3) 
30. SOUTHERN UTAH Aw 55 om se bey Az 
3.8 . 56 $13 awa st 333 S68 se 
S13 Se ssoum st. Sua S20 MeNeESE St. S20 513 32 
$20 E LUN" 320 S27 Siunos* 2 82 32 
S27 iw Oa 0.2 Minos st. os o4 O4 
0.4 NORTHERN OWA per Ot WRN oun on oat 
04: SILLNOS 48 0.48 YOUNGSTOWN st* 048 038 018 
0.48 SW MissoUR 025 025 capo 025 025 Nt 
0.25. NOUNAST® N14 NL Swasssoum Na Na Ng 
Noi YOUNGSTOWN st. Xe NS Sour Ure N8 NB Nas 
N& WNOst Nas NS ROWSE Nas NaS ND 

COLUMBIA CORNELL PENNSYLVANIA PRINCETON 
PROVIDENCE, Ru NEW YORK, NY. ITHACA, NY. " ss PHILADELPHIA, PA. PRINCETON, NJ. 
2) 6) 6) ea) 

$20 S20) kamaan £20 $20 osRMOUTHY 520 omens 
377 uewere* 527 TOWSON stare 21 37 ROWE. S27 FoROaN 
0.3 FORDHAM Os WeETe ae 0.4 TOWSON SUE 0. How cross. 
Ola PANCETON at wou cnoss+ on pera) ou 
018 RHODE IAND® O18 Pemsnuaese 048 0.38 coun 038 coucare® 
0.25 PeNNSviWAN 025 we 025 025 BROWN 0.23 HaRMRD 
NOL conne* NOT panceton ut Xd Wwe NT couvene 
NB WaaRD® 8 DARTMOUTH NB N38 PanceTON N 8 PORSHIANA 
Nas DARTMOUTH NaS comet Nas NaS aRURO Nas ue 
Nz couNeue 22 BROWN NZ NZ COmNELL* NZ OARTMOUTH 


140 ATHLON FooTBALL 1997 


CaganiineActon 
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As Chose As lour Phone 


Call Now 


*Join by October 31, 1997 and you will be entered 
to win a Caribbean sports vacation for two 


ee Ne ge a 
BLUE PARROT SPORTS |= - 


1997 college schedules 


* Home game 
CANIsIUS DUQUESNE FAIRFIELD GEORGETOWN JONA MARIST. ST, JOHN'S ST. PETER'S 
BUFFALO, NY. PERUSE PA FAIRFIELD, CONN, WASHINGTON, D.C. NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. JAMAICA, N.Y. JERSEY CITY, NU, LOUDONVILLE, N.Y. 
G4) (10-1) (3) (3 i 173) icy es (1) 
S13" camows 5.6 BUCH Sa stows: $33) wast 513) ween S23) ceoncerowne S32 cenmvLcows $32 LASALLE S20 
$20 Supers «3 SLAMNCs* © —«S.27 ceiwactoun © «8.20 WAYCROSS «$20. Mase 32 ou S20 fame 320 Gusts 821 
S27 sew 520 Seue Ot Goomsr S27 RisRRLD® Shr mee Shr Stress $21 Stonvenoo © 8.27 Na o4 
4 oe Ook wast on ek Sue Ok Cnsus 0.4 biqese =k SL PIERSY «=O 4 STIOINS «= Ot 
Slat GeoRaerowwe Oat Fanci 038 laste Oat causes Ou spa O10 Stoows O30 Mist Oat wae O38 
048 Aurea" Os StioWs: 025 Causus ois ow O36 Geom O18 Foren O48 DUQUE = 3B Se 025 
Cea os Wt Sour 02 Ouquese «025 Stems O25 wianent 025 sea 025 iow bist 
Nt Sao i ina Ks ow Os: stremrs = «Ki Duweme «= N St RUNS «Nd CNRS Ot GeomoeonNe NB 
Ne mest As Stree Mas SuPmERS «N's sows «NS FAgmeune Ks cuss NS GeonceTow = NS DUQUESNE NaS 
Nis OoquesNE «NaS CaSUSY Kas roma Aa5 Slows Nas Se Nas ue Nas PARRELD® 
N2T_ SACRED HET 
BETHUNE-COOKMAN DELAWARE STATE FLORIDA A&M HAMPTON HOWARD MORGAN STATE N.CAROLINAA&T SOUTH CAROLINA ST. 
DAYTONA BEACH, FLA, QOVER, DEL. TALLAHASSEE, FLA. HAMPTON. VA WASHINGTON, D.C. ‘BALTIMORE, MD. GREENSBORO, N.C, ORANGEBURG, S.C. 
(2-9) 38) (9-3) (6-6) (92) ied) 6-3) (4-6) 
$6) worms £6) ones Koo) woeesser st» 30) wa uany £8) woxsonst S's) meow Koo 6 
S13 Monowvsiaes = $3 BUD $13 homrouswics = $13 HOWARD £13 wawion® £13 BovoRd, 5.5 WMsION 53 
$20. Herre $20 omou S20 boss: = $29 Keust Sm lmcenceurex $20 Mousses $20 MMPrONY H 
S21 creme 827 Laer 52 oma $27 GuMwuns S21 Rownue S21 xowox O4 Towmesser st °. 
Ont Danie 0.4 ScooKwne 0.4 WAPTON O04 Rompe 041 B.coommn Oe Seswer Oat Romoaage o: 
Oat homo O38 Roma Out Nour Oat Ucar O48 MoRORUSE: Ose Near O38 hora ous 
048 Sc-swe 025 ora oi se Ole 025 Keo 925, baamwee st. 025 Homnor 825 
hol hea Ai se'sure AOL here 025 Sc. sue WL hoa ACT ORDA sai NL Booman a 
NB haProwe he NCAT ha us A's Accom hs Seswer Xf commuoe NS beuwaests NB HOWARD, 
Nas Woo Nas ero Ais sc.swe Aas pawuaests iS. ORGAN has howe Nas Guwoune M5. ORK Aaa 
N22 RORON Na N22 Nowano® N22 B.Com x2 bora N22 DeuwaRe st N22 KATON 2 Sc.swe Nz NOAM 
3st 104s 
‘CENTRAL CONN. ST, Mont MORRIS ST, FRANCIS 
NEW BRITAIN, CT, |W. LONG BRANCH, N.J. open MGR ), Rene 1D, N.Y. 
(7) 3) 2) on 
56 ae 576) ronson sre 5) pyruost- 6) waneseuns 333’ owe 
S12 SLOWS. $43. DATION 513 sun $13 DUQUESNE £2 CHrost 
S20 mosTuRGs S20 Usui $20 Dero 320 Bue S27 Si fpwose 
5.27 oer VORRS* Ot Rew nner S27 GNM, S21 wow 0.4 ROBERT noRRS 
0.4 Fane O18 SLMS, 0.4 Wane 0.4 MeRcnWRST Olt si peters 
Oat SLRs 0:25. ote Monae 0.45 Towson stwe D141 COMPAL COMM 0.48. CEnTRAL COW + 
Oa Wine RL Sone Wea 0.25, Mono. O38 womeunt 025. hRst 
026 USULE N 5 one wa . 025. Guwor NOT STOW BrooKe 
N78 S.cowv st NAS CEMAL COM. Xs Strwose not Mast ua 
Nas Kis chsow 1 ROWER Mone NaS SANDIEGO 
Na ASME 
EASTERN ILLINOIS EASTERN KENTUCKY MIDDLE TENN MURRAY STATE MISSOURI ST. TENNESSEE STATE TENNESSEE TECH 
GIESTON MAREN. RY : Ma Soe Tio, «Ween Qguevite to 
(8-4) (6-5) (11-2) (3-8) (7) (6-6) 
X28) wuunoss 56) morswe owns s+ £30) uwaune X50 roto aa 6 tewoun, 
S16 Tene: S13 Mestem nye WESTER $13 Unos swe $5 tonereme $20. samrono, 
S13 St Jose's $20 MUCH Suun0s Sm west 513 KOKSON St. 32 
$20 LAOS SINE S27 siren Se ussoun 527 Teuwain $2 semouse 0.4 
S21 TOMeSstE TECH OL TMESSEE St. cou Toe 0.4 ERNOS" 4 Kowal — Ot 
0.4 Se wissoum O18 kan st Toman Ot Toe teow Dat castemun* 048 Tewauetne 
O18 MODE TEN = 0.25. TW TEoH iste pen 025 oo. row 048 Tpeour: 9.25. stem 
0.25 Aisme Pet 1t Teva EASTER» 1 stare 025 Toaauar Not MuRaar st 
AOL owM site ha Seussoum TDoessie Te MS ASTER NCR TaeSsee TECHN TeMNeSSee St. 
XB MURR SINE Nas oOUE Tew Eunos: his Saunas: Aas Mum st Nas Ub 
Nea Grewia hz Ettnas* Toessee st. Nz Tonesserst- 22 Semassqum X22 Mou Tow. 
‘eanoeret! 
‘iwovens 
ori 
‘nowwbous 
BUCKN! FORDHAM HOLY CROSS LAFAYETTE LEHIGH TOWSON STATE 
IEURSEURS, \. Ba NY. bc FASION. FA BERLENEM, PA. IN, MD, 
5.6) puquesver 5.8) uswene 513" Towsonst. s6 33. FoeoHa S76) Mowwourte 
$2) Umwene $33 lon 52 . $13 an 20 TONSON St S13 WoL esse 
S27 PaMsTIANAS $2 Guo S21 bumwoun $2 some 27 ARR S20 (aioe 
ie S27 panceron 0.4 Paaceron" 32) grow 4 COLGATE $27 counoa 
Out WE O74 eROHN Ost coun 0.4 coun 34 PooesrLMNae 0.4 PEWenANA 
8 Foroit Out . 038 jaraao Ou Gagne 38 hors 0.18 RoceRr NORRIS 
0.25. Holy cross 045 meme” 02s fuoweL, O48 Come 25 GaRTMOUTA 525 Uewere 
A lew 925, come C41 cooues 0.25 Towsou st: 1 BOE, Xt roma 
NB stanays Not Towsoust Ns (pect At Newnan & hour onss* N8 coum 
Aas Towson st Nas Geonseronn tas. Upoenes Kas mow crass 4 eAMnee Was BUCHNELLe 
N22 COME N22 fear onoss N22 Fone Rema 2. UewEMe 
oi VALPARAISO 
INOANAPOLS, IND, DAYTON, of DES MOINES, EVANSVILLE, INO. 34M DIEGO, CAL. VALPARAISO, IND. 
en (11-9) 3 es) e8) (+6) 
$6) homeo pane 5.6 czonserow $8 wowmesoe $13) compensa $6) sausiricec: 58) Howes 
£13 ROBERT WoRRS* S33 wowount™ $3 Stans $2 qmer 533 Scars car 533 A 
S20 Srrmmes, $2) Roser worms 52 Sronoe $2 howoee Sm Reouws 520 Wontieno st 
$27 cunt Wey S21 Monee sure $21 wunnuso 0.4 Saves SH CALERA S27 bower 
o.4 BATON 4 Bune One Mane swe Oss ura One Esme Ok wee 
Oat Sw DESO Out Dae Oat Baro 018 Dwe Oat sumer lst Easy 
0:48 \ALARNSO* 048 SwDEGo ou * 025 Bune O38 baron 038 Sunn 
O25 BARMUE 025 WAPREASO 025 Sw peso <1 boon 825 bene 025 OWTOR 
Nt Coocner a . Nt dome AS Reweseme At Wamaso Not Savoiecoe 
Ae bean has Guo Xs ame Aas MoneeOst 8 waren Na 
Nis Stooserrs+ NaS NORTHNESTERY® hs Woe SOLDER NLD, cCAGO 
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1997 college schedules 


* Home game 


SOUTHERN 


APPALACHIAN ST. THE CITADEL, E, TENNESSEE ST. 
BOONE NC. CHARLESTON, Sc. AGHNGON CY, TENN. SIATESEORD, GR 
) i 
cuenson $8 Monae sare A sou 30 west st 
E xEMTUCKY® S22 sou AoA 56 aoe S68 weauaye 
THE CTA, 3:20 WCAROUNK S13 Jes manson 320 WOFFORD 
Tew st S27 ARUACWN ST S27 WoO $27 Taxour* 
FoR 0.4 aR FORCE 04 AAACN St. ov 
‘BA SOUTHERN O41 ETBW St On Tecmo O21 WomouNe 
Wo 018 ARAN 075 RAMAN 038 AAADHAN st 
TEN CHAT 0.25 Gt soumienn Ni cA souneme 025 Tecwoa® 
va NOL Worroro® us XL ETOASt 
Wecanounae NS TRMCHAT, Ras Teconarr= NS RR 
UpeRTY* Na5 vue x2 Wo NAS SOU ROR 
ROLINA, WOFFORD COLLEGE 

CCULLOWHEE, N.C. ‘SPARTANBURG, SC. 

7) (5) 

Sa useey+ S38 we 

$20 THEcTADEY 5.20 Gk SounMERN® 

S27 E TEMS 0.4 TBALcHT. 

0.4 Fewer Osi MORENEAD St 

121 GA SOUTHERN 048 WcMROUN 

0.18 worroRD* 0.25 AFALACHINN + 

0.25 TEN.cHATT Ni HEOTADEL 

Ni wwe NB eraest* 

N.8 Bow cousse N35 RW 

N25 APPUAGHIAN Sr, N22 CHARLESTON sO 

N22 SANFORD 


SOUTHLAND 


JACKSONVILLE STATE McNEESE STATE NICHOLLS STATE 
JACKSONVILLE, ALA. LAKE CHARLES, LA. THIBODAUX, LA. 
1-3) es (4) 
5.6 SwaissouRst* S68 SEOKLIHOMAY An 
$13 SAMHOUSTONST. © 3.13. Sw wissOURL a 
320 US 320 jommeR ON = $20, 
S27 MENEESE sr* S27 WCKSOWLESE. = 5.277 
©. 4 MOLE TEN 0.8 AMANSISTEGHY =O. 4 
O41 SF AUSTIN O12 NORTWESTERNSt* 0.42 
0.25 NicHous sr 025 SEAISIN os 
NOL stor Not Guuncustonsts 0.25 
NB NORTOESTERNST. «NB SWLTEUSST Na 
N35 SW TOAST NaS Tov saes Nas 
N22 TaOr SITE N22 NOHOUS NB 
ALABAMA STATE ALCORN STATE ARK.-PINE BLUFF © GRAMBLING. JACKSON STATE VALLEY PRAIRIE VIEW A&M. 
MONTGOMERY, ALA. LORMAN, MISS. PINE BLUFF, ARK. GRAMBLING, JACKSON, NESS. TTA BENA, MISS. a BATON ROUGE, LA, 
es) Se (20-2) (7-4) (0-41) (7-4) 
320 
327 
0.8 
on f 
oa8 Od ARK PINE BLUFF 
025 ‘048 ALCORN ST* 
Na 0.25 MISS. VALEY st 
NS gt 
NB NB UNE 
N29 N25 SOUTHERN 
sSiReORT - 
‘AUSTIN PEAY. BUFFALO CAL POLY (CHARLESTON SOUTHERN = -HOFSTRA LIBERTY MOREHEAD STATE SAMFORD 
CLARKSVILLE, TENN. BUFFALO, NEWYORK SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIF. CHARLESTON, S.C. HEMPSTEAD, NL. LYNCHBURG, VA. MOREHEAD, KY. BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
(2-10) ) é (28) eo es) 64) ©) 
5.8 MOREHEAD St £30 Lock wae 58 wows 22S EAST TBOL St. 56 postow £8 GeMUest* $6 AUSTIN PEA 5.6 FURMAN 
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Mi: University’s Herd thundered into immor- 
tality in last year’s finals as possibly the best team 
Division I-AA has ever seen with a 49-29 stampede of 
previously undefeated (14-0) defending champion 
Montana. Marshall finished 1996 with a 15-0 record 
and a fond farewell to its erstwhile playmates — the 
Thundering Herd joins Division I-A as a member of the 
Mid-American Conference effective this season. Mon- 
tana may now reclaim the mantle of which it was so 
unceremoniously stripped that dark December day on 
Marshall's home turf. 


1. Montana 

It may be unfair to pick the Grizzlies to win their sec- 
ond Division I-AA title in three years. After all, 10 
starters on defense, three interior offensive linemen and 
an All-America receiver (Joe Douglass) have departed. 

But quarterback Brian Ah Yat returns for his junior 
season. In his first year at the helm he threw for 3,615 
yards and 42 touchdowns in the regular season. “He 
made good decisions and was very poised,” says coach 
Mick Dennehy, who guided the Griz to a 14-1 record 
in his Montana debut. “And Brian will get better.” 

Junior Josh Branen, a 1,000-yard rusher (including 
the playoffs) last year, leads a deep backfield featuring 
Montana’s top four runners. Tackles Jason Baker (6-7, 
325, senior) and Scott Curry (6-5, 275, junior) return 
on the offensive front. 

“We may be more talented in our front seven (on 
defense), but we're just young,” Dennehy says. Montana 
also must replace its secondary. 

And the returnee on defense for the Grizzlies? All- 
America senior linebacker Jason Crebo. 


2. William & Mary 

Junior quarterback Mike Cook and senior tailback 
Alvin Porch made the last All-Yankee Conference team 
as the Tribe (10-3) reached the second round of the 
playoffs. Cook passed for more than 3,100 yards and 26 
touchdowns, and Porch exceeded 1,200 yards on the 
ground, 

Wide receiver Dave Conklin was the Yankee Confer- 
ence Rookie of the Year. Any awards this fall will be from 
the Adantic 10 Football Conference. 

Senior guard Dan Rossettini (6-2, 295) and junior 
tackle Greg Whirley (6-1, 280) anchor the line. 

End Luke Cullinane (6-3, 240) and linebacker Jude 
Waddy, both seniors, will lead a veteran defense. 


3. Troy State 

The Trojans (12-2) won the Southland Football 
League title in their first year and reached the playoff 
semifinals. 

Troy lost its quarterback (Stan Davis) and seven 
starters on defense, including the secondary. 

Coach Larry Blakeney does return fullback Joe Jack- 
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son, Troy's career touchdown leader. The 
offensive line also could be a strength, 
according to the coach. 

The defensive front is solid, while nine 
Trojans are in the mix at linebacker. 

“We signed a boatload of players,” Blak- 
eney says. “Some will have to play quickly.” 


4. Appalachian State 

The Mountaineers dropped to 7-4 last 
fall and lost 22 seniors, including All- 
America linebacker Dexter Coakley. 

Bake Baker took over at quarterback at 
midseason, and coach Jerry Moore says the 
senior is the best passer he’s had. 

Gerard Hardy, who was the quarterback, 
will use his speed and quickness at tailback. 

Shawn Clark (6-5, 275, senior) is a two- 
time All-Southern Conference offensive 
tackle and the lone returnee up front. 
Cedrone Hodges (6-2, 274, junior) has 
crossed the line from defense, where the 
secondary is intact, and senior Jackie Avery 
(6-2, 255) returns on the line. 


5. Youngstown State 
The Gateway Conference opened its 
gates and let the Penguins in, and they are 
ready to compete. 
“We made significant improvement last 


year (to 8-3),” coach Jim 
Tressel says, ‘and we're 
capable of having a very 
good team.” 

Youngstown returns sig- 
nificant numbers up front 
on both sides of the line. 
Veterans are not plentiful in 
the skill positions, but they 
have some experience, 

Senior Demond Tidwell 
returns at quarterback, 
while sophomore Adrian 
Brown and junior Jake 
Andreadis share time at 
tailback. Senior tackles 
Todd Kollar (6-5, 300) and 
Matt Hogg (6-5, 305) 
anchor the line. 

Senior lineman Harry 
Deligianis (6-5, 295) and 
senior linebacker Tom 
Paolucci star on defense. 


6. Eastern 
inois 

The Panthers (8-4) 
reached the playoffs in their first year in the 
Ohio Valley Conference, but they must 
rebuild both front lines if they are to make 
the 16-team field this fall. 

“L feel we have competent replacements, 
but that might be wishful thinking,” coach 
Bob Spoo says. 

Mike Simpson, a “tough-minded guy” 
who successfully made the transition from 
Division III, according to Spoo, returns for 
his senior season at quarterback. Leading 
rusher Justin Lynch, a junior, also is back. 

Senior Rodney Wilson leads a wealth of 
defensive returnees at linebacker, his posi- 
tion, and in the secondary. 


7. Delaware 

Sophomore Brian Ginn is the heir 
apparent at quarterback for the Blue Hens 
(8-4), but redshirt freshman Matt Nagy 
will challenge him. Junior fullback Andre 
Thompson returns, 

The defense is loaded with veterans. “IF 
we win,” coach Tubby Raymond says, 
“welll be riding on the coattails of our 
defense.” 


8. Northern Arizona 
Seventeen starters return for the 9-3 


Lumberjacks, even though Payton Award 


winner Archie Amerson has departed. 

But quarterback Travis Brown had the 
best freshman season in NCAA history 
with 3,398 yards and 23 touchdown 
passes. Senior Ricky Pearsall and junior 
Gibbons St. Paul will be his primary 
receivers, Senior All-America Dan Finn 
(6-4, 305) plays anywhere on the offensive 
line. 


9. Southern 

Junior running back Steve Wofford was 
SWAC Newcomer of the Year, and punter 
Matt Bushhart was Freshman of the Year. 
Tailback Melvin Williams was Offensive 
Player of the Year in 1995 but didn’t play 
hast fall. 

Linemen Robert Walker (6-2, 275, 
senior) and Joe Williams (6-6, 235, junior) 
defend for the 7-5 Jaguars. 


10. McNeese State 

The Cowboys lost 16 starters and went 
3-8 last fall. Junior quarterback Tim Leger 
has a year of experience. Alll the receivers 
and tight end Chris Fontenot (6-3, 240) 
return. 

The defense has improved, and coach 
Bobby Keasler expects help from some 
junior college transfers. 


11. Furman 

Eight starters return on defense for the 
9-4 Paladins, led by linebackers Orlando 
Ruff (junior), Bernie Scott (senior) and Jay 
Thier (senior). Senior Chris Jonas and fresh- 
man Justin Hill will compete at quarterback. 
Senior Mark Moore returns at tailback. 


12. Howard 

MEAC player of the year Ted White, a 
junior, returns at quarterback. Senior 
MacArthur Johnson is one of his targets. 
Offensive linemen Lamar Young (6-5, 
295, junior) and Fred Ray (6-3, 290, 
senior) and defensive tackle Marques Dou- 
glas (6-2, 265) are keys for the 10-2 
Bison. 


13. Stephen F. Austin 

Sophomore Peyton Jones or freshman 
Travis Fallon will likely quarterback the Lum- 
berjacks (7-4). Junior tailback Pat House is 
the top runner. Junior Jeremiah Trotter stands 
out at linebacker. Curtis James (6-1, 239, 
senior) and David Carmona (6-0, 275, 
senior) lead the defensive front. 
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14. Western Illinois 

Senior Jeff Hecklinski will start his third 
year at quarterback for the 9-3 Leather- 
necks. Five candidates seek the tailback 
spot. Junior Ty Locatelli has the right tem- 
perament and personality at linebacker, 
according to coach Randy Ball. 


15. Villanova 


Senior running back Curtis 
Sifford last year became the 
Wildcats’ first 1,000-yard rusher. 
Sophomore Chris Boden or 
freshman Chris Gicking will be 
the new quarterback. Senior 
receiver Brian Finneran was a sec: 
ond-team Associated Press All- 
American. The offensive line is 
the biggest question mark, 


16. Jackson State 

SWAC player of the year Grai- 
lyn Pratt is the senior quarterback 
who threw for 2,600 yards and 
22 touchdowns last season. 
Senior Carlos Knight is the top 
runner. Senior tackle Toby Myles 
(6-6, 335) heads a veteran offen- 
sive line. Senior cornerback 
Quincy Coleman and senior line- 
backer Charles Crawford head 
the defense, 


17. Eastern 
Kentucky 

The Colonels missed the play- 
offs for only the third time in I-AA 
history. They have holes to fill and 
might give sophomore Scooter 
Asel, an All-OVC corner, a shot at 
quarterback. Senior Bobby Wash- 
ington and junior Rondel Menen- 
dez are speedy receivers, Seniors 
Britt Bowen and Chris Guyton are 
other top defenders. 


18. Northern lowa 

‘The Panthers won (or shared) 
their seventh straight Gateway 
championship. Thirteen starters 
return, but probable quarterback 
Jason Jones saw little action. The 
top two runners are gone, but the 
offensive line is mostly intact for 
new coach Mike Dunbar, Last 
year’s four top tacklers have 
departed. 


19. Chattanooga 


Sixteen starters return for the Moccasins, 
including junior quarterback Brian Hamp- 
ton (1,425 yards) and junior fullback 
‘Tytone Coleman. Junior Stefpon Hawkins 
is the leading receiver back from a team of 
49 freshmen and sophomores. Chattanooga 
is expected to improve on a disappointing 
3-8 record. 


20. Lafayette 


The Leopards hope to get the Patriot 
League's first automatic playoff bid. Sopho- 
more Mike Palos is expected to be the 
quarterback. Junior Leonard Moore is at 
tailback. Damian Wroblewski (6-2, 290, 
junior) is the center. Senior defensive cap- 
tains are linebacker Dan Bengele (6-5 
265) and’end Craig Hansen (6-4, 260), ll 
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Arriving hours before kickoff for a col- 
lege football game has become as much 
i . ..# of an American tradition as the game 
itself. And while tailgating is embraced by fans every- 
where, each school has developed a set of traditions 
unique to itself. Some practical 
ideas, like the South Carolina ¥ 
Cockabooses, can be traced 
directly to an individual entre- 
preneur. Some stories, such as 
the Iowa ketchup philan- j F 
thropist, become statewide legends that erow with time. 
So whether you are enn a burger to the sounds of the 

s Stanford band or devouring your 
= third hot dog to the thunder of fighter 
jet flybys, you’re taking part in the 
; most fan-friendly pregame show 
around — tailgating. 
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n the South, certain things were meant 

to go together, like black-eyed peas and 
corn bread, iced tea and a big porch, and 
tailgating and football at the University of 
South Carolina. 

For nearly every home football game 
over the last 10 years, Kermit LaForce has 
driven his RV full of Gamecock fans to 
the same spot in the Silver Spur camp- 
ground just outside Williams-Brice Sta- 
dium. For early afternoon games, that 
means leaving his home outside Colum- 
bia at about 6 a.m. to arrive just before the 
gates open 8 a.m. For later games, 
LaForce tries to arrive about five hours 
before kickoff. 

“Tailgating in South Carolina is different 
than anywhere else in the world,” LaForce 
says. “T've been to a lot of games around the 
country, and nobody tailgates with the flair 
we do in South Carolina. It’s the best in the 
country, as far as I'm concerned.” 

Ar each home game, LaForce estimates 
he serves between 50 and 100 people out- 
side his 38-foot Mountain Aire RV, 
depending on the weather, though he has 
served as many as 150. On barbecue day, 
that means roasting a whole pig the night 
before, 50 quartered chickens, ribs, and 
barbecue hash over rice. 


“We really know how to tailgate,” he 
says. “The South Carolina people have it 
down to an art.” 

Local estimates place the number of 
tailgaters at University of South Carolina 
football games at somewhere between 
50,000 and 70,000 on a good day. The 


1 172 Ib. package Hillshire Farme 
Hot Links or-any variety Hillshire 
__Farm® Smoked Sausage, sliced 


draw is a combination of warm 
fall weather, the camaraderie of 
Gamecock fans, and the acres 
of flat, open land around the 
stadium. Williams-Brice Sta- 
dium is bordered by both the 
State Farmer's Market and the 
State Fairgrounds just outside 
downtown Columbia, ensur- 
ing close tailgate spots for as 
many people who want them. 

“Tailgating in South Carolina 
is big — really big,” says RJ 
Moore of Columbia, who's only 
missed one Gamecock football 
game in 27 years. That missed 
game was when his mother-in- 
law died. “I listened to it on the 
radio, though,” he says. 

Occasionally, Moore puts his 
own unique spin on tailgating, 
About two times per season, 
Moore opens up his nearby 
tune-up garage for “grease-pit 
parties.” The car lifts are raised 
and between 300 to 600 people of all sorts 
are invited in to share in Gamecock spirit, 
Moore says. 

‘A row of 22 cabooses lined up on an 
unused rail spur next to the stadium pro- 
vides another tailgate area unique to the 
University of South Carolina. The Cocka- 


~ 2 tablespoons seafood 
~ seasoning, salt-and-pepper — 
1 tablespoon marjoram 


~~. large onion, chopped 
2 large bell peppers, chopped — 
3 celery ribs, chopped 


Put onion, bell pepper and celery 


4 ears corn on the cob, 
broken-in-quarters ——— ~ 


1. pound’raw, unpeeled shrimp 


ribs into stew pot or soup pot, 


allowing enough water to cover ingredients. Add seafood-sea- ~~ 
soning and salt and pepper to taste. Boil 10 to. 15 minutes. Add 


minutes. Add shrimp and boil 3 minutes. Remove pot from heat 
and let stand for 5 minutes. Drain in colander. Serve with basic — 


___ taste with a dash of lemon juice. 


cocktail sauce for shrimp — ketchup and-horseradish-mixed-to— — 
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Tailgating 


continued 


booses were originally bought by a local 
businessman in 1990, moved to the site, 
refurbished, and sold to corporate and 
individual owners for about $45,000 
apiece. The owners then customized their 
own cabooses, creating personalized, all- 
weather tailgate areas perfect for before 
the game and after. Each Cockaboose is 
equipped with running water, heating and 
air, a deck and cable TV. 

At the opposite end of the State Fair- 
grounds, the university's fraternities and 
sororities have hid daim 
to an area known as § 
“Tally-Ho” for the adja- 
cent Tally-Ho Club. Sev- 
eral fraternities reserve 
grassy spots for large 
tents in the Tally-Ho 
area. There, they can 
socialize with other fra- 
ternities and sororities 
before walking over to 
the game. Some fraterni- 
ties will occasionally 
sponsor tailgate bands at 
Tally-Ho, 


“a 


“We usually put up the tent early in the 
morning,” says Matt Goddard, a member 
of the university's chapter of the Sigma 
Nu fraternity. “We're all Gamecock fans 
(at Tally-Ho), and there ate no enemies.” 

Even in rainy weather, fraternity men 
wear shirts and ties to Tally-Ho and the 
game, while sorority women wear shorts 
outfits, dress pants, or dresses. 

Sorority Council President Melanie 
McAllister says she enjoys dressing up for 
the games. “I think that it’s a part of the 
fun,” she says. “It’s tradition.” 

If any one thing defines tailgating in 


South Carolina besides the 
southern hospitality and tra- 
dition, it is the food. 
Throughout the tailgate area | 
and along the roads to the 
stadium, vendors sell boiled 
peanuts (pronounced “balled” 
peanuts). From the low- 
country areas of South Car- 
olina, fans bring crawfish 
stews, shrimp boils and oys- 
ters to roast. 


In the Columbia area, the tailgate food 
of choice is, arguably, barbecue and hash 
from Maurice Bessinger’s Piggie Park. Pig- 
gie Park serves barbecue cooked in a 
closed, wood-burning pit in a mustard- 
based sauce, giving the barbecue a yellow- 
ish-golden color. Hash is a mixture of 
ground pork, barbecue sauce and other 
ingredients served over tice. 

On football game days, Piggie Park 
serves an average of a half-ton of barbe- 
cue, about three times the amount sold on 
a usual day, according to Lloyd Bessinger, 
West Columbia Piggie Park general man- 
ager, To get ready for the demand, 
Bessinger says the barbecuing begins at 6 
p.m, the night before a game. 

“Football is our big season,” Bessinger 
says, “Occasionally we get people who 
want to take a whole pig.” 

Among veteran South Carolina tail- 
gatets, there are the stories of tailgates past 
— of the time somebody came in a lim- 


} ousine, or the crazy 
ways people have deco- 
rated their vehicles, or 
the time that couple 
got engaged at a tail- 
gate and came back for 
their anniversary. 
Tailgating has 
become so much a part 
of the sport it cele- 
brates at South Car- 
olina, it is impossible 
to imagine one with- 
out the other. 
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HOW TO PREPARE 


FOR A TAILGATE 


PARTY. 


Bringing the Weekender” 
along is an excellent strategy. 
It’s versatile enough to 
implement any pre-game plan. 


Why not start with Swiss 
cheese on crackers? Feeling 
more aggressive? How about 


a jalapefio Monterey Jack? < . 


It’s important to keep 
your spirits up. Have 
a glass of Burgundy. Or 


if you prefer beer, try a 
ee ager Remake youre 


got a game today. 


S VICTORINOX 


The Original Swiss Army” Knife. 


To find a retailer in your area who carries Victorinox? Original Swiss Army” Knives, please call 1-800-442-2706. ©1997 Swiss Army Brands, Inc., Shelton, CT. 
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IOWA TAILGATI 
Sesesaie ina 


Shortly before sunrise during chilly fall 
mornings, Hawkeyes from two 
months to 90 years awaken to drape them- 
selves in faded black and gold denim over- 
alls. While the station wagon warms up 
and frost is laboriously removed from the 
windshield, coolers packed with every- 
thing from pre-packaged brats to whole, 
uncooked lobster are placed carefully in 
between the spare tire and worn-out fold- 
ing chairs. 

Around 7 a.m., anywhere from four to 
seven hours before game time depending 
on television coverage, parking lots sut= 
rounding the University of Towa’ leg- 
endary Kinnick Stadium begin to fill with 
eternal Hawkeye faithful. Friends and 
families group together in blocks of four to 
five parking spaces. A short time later, the 
stench of lighter fluid stakes its claim to 
this holiest of gri . Soon, 
however, the stench is replaced by the 
aroma of various burning meats eagerly 
awaiting their opportunity to clog the 
arteries of Iowa fans from across several 
states. 

But Iowa fans don't care about cholesterol 
‘on Saturday mornings; they care about 
laughing and embracing old friends. They 
cate about reliving memories of their college 
days or of listening to former Iowa football 
announcer Ronald Reagan from the early 
1940s, lowa fans care about flavor-rich food, 
domestic beer and large groups of people, 

‘These are the tailgaters of The Univer- 
sity of Towa: Loud, proud and midwest 
friendly. They give more high-fives before 
the game than most fans do during it, And 
when game time is finally on the horizon, 
Hawkeye tailgaters leave their cars and 
begin moving like cattle toward the sta- 
dium. Some are so full they feel like a 
prized Towa hog and others are already 


hung over. Either way, all are praying to 
God that they havent lost their voices 
before the opening kickoff. 

Towa senior Brendan Brown describes 
Hawkeye tailgates as “a preliminary action 
in preparation of the main event. 

“Bkcept, fot some reason, the main event 
can't| even compare to the undercard,” 
Brown says. “You've got people 
clothes offin freezing temperacur 
at the football game and you'll have secutity 
all over you. At talgates nobody cares,” 

Bob Foley, a native of Davenport, Iowa, 
now living in lowa City, has been tailgat- 
ing since 1973. He considers himself a 
tailgating traditionalist, preferring. stale 
hot dog buns to garlic-butter dipping 
saucé, Complex meals, Foley says, spoil 

ating should be: 


the mood of what 
Ketchup down the front of your shire and 
beer so cold you curse yourself for buying 


-Nacho 


“432 oz. package — 
Ore-Ida Golden Crinkles® 


1 cup shredded — 
cheddar cheese 
| ne 


a 
_Makes 3 to 4 servings 


1 3 oz. jar real bacon bits 


“Chop tomato and green onion. Set aside. Following direc- 
tions on package, deep fry Ore-Ida Golden Crinkles®. 
Arrange’on plate. Top with bacon bits, cheese, sour cream 
and guacamole. Garnish with tomato-and-green onion. 


Tailgating 


NG by David Schwartz, photos by David Preston 


$5 gloves. In fact, tailgating, if done prop- 
erly, can rival the enjoyment of the game 
itself. But not quite, 

“T think it’s rough to distinguish which 
is really more enjoyable,” Foley says. “It’s 
like what do you like more, the cake or the 
frosting? The two go together. Separately, 
neither one is nearly as enjoyable. 

While food is the most important of 
final touches, even a buffet worthy of 
Henry VIII is spoiled if you don't enjoy it 
with the right people. The choice between 
yellow or spicy mustard is nothing unless 
accompanied by an enormous, bellowing 
laugh from a man who decided to leave his 
fields for one day to bask in this statewide 
tradition. 

Jim Leonard, a native of Osage, Iowa, 
has been following lowa football since the 
carly 1960s, when Jerry Burns was the 
head coach. Leonard is one of the lucky 


Fries | 


172° cup sour cream 


1/4 cup diced tomato 


| 
| 
| 
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2 tablespoons chopped 
green onion 
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IOWA TAILGATING continued 


ones because he's guaranteed a parking 
space, and says the greater the people, the 
greater the fun 

“You never really know who's coming 
or going from week to week,” Leonard 
says, “We tailgare by . 
the basketball stadium, because 


have friends coming in from all over the 
state and they all can’t come in every 
weekend, s0 each week we're socializing 
with a different group of people and it’s 
always just as fun.” 

Jowa senior Becky Gruhn likes to tell 
the story of a time she and her crew forgot 
to include ketchup with their supplies 
She began asking everyone around her for 


works there and ies easy to park, But we 


Heinz, Hunt's and even generic-brand, 
but nobody was able to oblige. Finally, 
one lone voice came out of the crowd 
“This guy stands up on the top of his 
carand starts screaming, ‘I've got ketchup, 
who needs ketchup?’ We all start laugh- 
ing, but the next thing you know, he's lin- 


SALSA CIILE & FRANIKFURTERS | 


» 1/2 Ib: frankfurters —— 
-1/2-cup chopped onion 


5 02. Daily's Salsa or Thick 'N 


__.... Spicy Bloody Mary Mix _ 


4/4 cup chopped green pepper-—1 teaspoon vinegar 


-1/2 teaspoon chili powder — 


-129-ouncecan-— 
red kidney beans _ 


10 oz. condensed tomato soup 


en <2 teaspoons vegetable ¢ oil 


_1/2_teaspoon Worcestershire 
—_Sauce 


Cook franks, onions, green pepper and chili-powder-in oil until-—— 
onion is tender. Add remaining ingredients. Cover and cook over _ 
low heat 15 - 20 minutes, stirring occasionally. Serves 6. 


Daily’s cocktail mixes are also great as marinades and toppings. 


Try the Salsa and Thick ’N Spicy Bloody Mary Mixes as marinades 
~-for chicken and-ribs, or add to your burgers for that-spicy-kick. Try —— 


_the daiquiri r 


xes as_a topping for ice cream or cheesecake. 


Tailgating 


ing our hot dog buns generously 
~ with his ketchup. Then, he starts 
walking up and down every row 
in the parking lot hollering, ‘I 
got ketchup, I got ketchup. Who 
needs ketchup?’ He may have 
: been drunk, but he made a lot of 
people happy.” 

Another senior, Carie Regan, 
says it’s virtually impossible to 
look around an Iowa tailgate and 
not see somebody smiling. She 
says Big Ten roots are a natural 
incubator for a powerful tailgate, 
but Iowa personalities push the 
Hawkeye festival into a realm of 
its own. 

“{ don't care what anybody 
says, there is no better confer- 
ence in which to tailgate than the 
Big Ten, and no better school to 
grill brats in 20-degree tempera- 


tures than Iowa — not Michigan, not 
Penn State and definitely not Wisconsin,” 


R 


he state of Iowa was created to tail- 
gate, it’s in our blood. Ir’s who we are and 
one of the things we live for. Until you 
experience it, you'll never really under- 
stand what it means to the students as 
well as the scate.” ll 
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pres the perfect conditions and 
atmosphere for tailgate parties before a 
football game. Groups of happy people, 
burgers and hot dogs on the grill, chips 
and fixings on the table, soda icing down 
in a bucket, music playing, excitement in 
the air and beautiful fall weather. 

And a F-117A Stealth Fighter thunder- 
ing overhead, 

The United States Air Force Academy 
is located on the eastern slope of the Ram- 
part Range of the Colorado Rockies, 
which provides a dramatic backdrop for 
Falcon Stadium. At 7,258 feet above sea 
level, air is rare for Falcon opponents, but 
it isn't the only obstacle they face. They 
must also contend with deafening pre- 
game air shows, mascots descending from 
the sky, rollicking seas of blue-clad fans in 
chicken bucket headgear and hailstorms 
of spirit cheese, 

Like most colleges, you'll find the typi- 
cal local die-hards who attend every game 
dressed in Falcon blue and silver. These 
Falcon supporters make a big statement, 
but the fans who make the biggest state- 
ment are 4,000 strong and come dressed 
for battle in coats and ties, They are the 
Academy's student body, the cadets. The 
Academy Cadet Wing incorporates spir- 
ited pageantry unparalleled by another 
collegiate institution, 

This pageantry is exemplified through 
some of the country’s most impressive 
tailgate parties. Academy tailgates are not 
just known for the impressive amount of 
food served, but rather the flyby's. At 
every home game, the Air Force provides 
a spectacular aerial display several thou- 
sand feet above the stands. Cadets per- 
form actobatic maneuvers in sailplanes, 
and active-duty officers thunder overhead 
in planes like the Academy's own T-3 
trainer and the F-117A Stealth Fighter. 

“You know it’s a good flyby when a 
four-ship formation of F-111s is so low 
that you can smell the unburned jet-fuel 
from the afterburners,” Cadet Mike Con- 
nor says. “I love that!” 

Another aspect of Falcon football that 
one can't help but love is the spirit. Since 


Tailgating 


AIR FORCE TAILGATING 


by Cadet Rusty Evers, photos by John Betancourt 


cadets consider football games “manda- 
tory fun,” they display unique spirit and 
unusual cadet squadron esprit de corps, 
The entire Cadet Wing is required to 
attend every home football game; there- 
fore, squadron tailgates are a necessity. A 
squadron is an organization of approxi- 
mately 100 cadets with each of the four 
classes represented. Cadets in a squadron 
work and live together; railgares give them 
an gpportunity to enjoy each other's 
camaraderie, Spirit is guaranteed; many 
cadets use it as a release from the military, 


academic, athletic and character develop- 
ment pressures that build up during the 
week, 

“Tailgates are a great time to get 
together,” Cadet Denny Howell says. “We 
relax, take our hats off, and eat standing 
up for fear of spilling stuff on our uni- 
forms.” 

Unlike at most colleges, the Prohibi- 
tion Act of 1919 is still in effect at the 
Academy, Consumption of alcohol at 

gates is prohibited by 
tions, so when the cadets display their 


t regula- 


spirit at athletic events, you can be 
assured it's not the beer talking. 

‘After the cadets eat a hearty 
meal and hang out with their 
Academy pageantry continues. Half of 
the Cadet Wing, 2,000 cadets strong, 
marches onto the field to the crowd's 
delight. While the last note of the 
national anthem plays, an F-15 Eagle 
screams overhead to a roaring, packed 
crowd. 

Next, the cadets run into the stands to 
create the familiar “sea of blue.” Some 
cadets, however, remain on the field to 
create a human tunnel for the Fightin’ 
Falcons to run through. By this time, the 
crowd is truly fired up, only to be greeted 
by a Wings of Blue jump team perfor- 
mance. These cadets parachute from high 
above and land on the 50-yard line to 
present the game ball. 

“I jumped into the stadium once as the 
‘Bird’ (the mascot),” Cadet Mare Crill 
says, “It felt good coming down; 40,000 
people were cheering for me. I was kick- 
ing my bird feet and waving my wings 
around.” 

Another group that waves its pride 
around is the freshman class. The fourth- 
class cadets run to each end zone and do 
pushups whenever the Falcons score. The 
cadets crank out one pushup for every 
point that the Falcons earn, Ie is not 
uncommon for them to accumulate over 
300 pushups in one afternoon. 

Another show of spirit is seen in the 
stands. Some squadrons sit together and 
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continued 


wear distinctive clothing. The Chicken- Whether or not fans from other insti- 

hawks of squadron 16 wear chicken buck- tutions understand the way the Acad- 

ets on their heads. emy celebrates one of America’s favorite 
“They are Chicken hats,” Cadet Jenn pastimes, one thing is certain . . . those 

Drum says. “We cut out wings on either who) attend will experience festivities 

side of the bucket, and sure enough, we _ that won't soon be forgotten. 

even got the Commandant to wear a 

Chicken hat.” t 
Not to be outdone, the Vikings of 


squadron 9 proudly wear Viking helmets. | | 0 ees ps 3 be i 
“We freshmen stayed up late making these 2 72 Ib. chicken wings, 1/3 cup butter or margarine, 
tin foil helmets. They were insane,” Cadet =-Split,-tips.discarded __________melted- —- TF 
Beth Zeman says. feel hace Ws RE. Se 
Although putting twists on uniforms is Merete Gute cca Celery sticks | 
popular, undoubtedly the favorite activity ~ meet. Ge Glic.chesse.Galadidrescincaeaane 
is throwing spirit cheese whenever the Fal- afte taste). ls eae ASN 
cons make an incredible play. Packaged Prepare wings as desired (see below). eae ae 
cheese slices are thrown up ue the alr, side- In large bowl, combine RedHot® sauce and butter. Add cooked | 
ways, and eyenion the field. Icis amazing "wing pieces and toss to coat. Serve with celery and dressing. ~~ 1 
how much is thrown,” cheerleader Cadet FOR CRISPY WINGS: Chicken.can-be grilled.over_medium-hot— 
Beth Crimmel says. coals, turning frequently, about 30 minutes. Or, bake at 425° F, _ 
Nor everyone understands the impor- 30 min., turn and bake 30 min. longer. | 
tance of cheese as a means for celebration. FOR ORIGINAL FRY RECIPE: Deep fry wing pieces, afew ata 
When cadets traveled to Notre Dame, time, at 400° F until crispy, about 10 min. Drain on paper towels. 
they learned this lesson. “The people from F 
Notre Dame — they were taking the ~~Makes 6 servings —— a 
cheese and eating it,” Cadet Maurice Lee Se = wae 4 
says. 5 = 
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story by Alda Leu, photos by Peter Brouillet 


s the sun shines through the Eucalyp- 

tus Grove, parked cars remain nestled 
in the shade. On normal days, the vast fields 
of grass that surround the Stanford campus 
go untouched. But on game days, nothing 
is sacred. Hundreds of cars fill the otherwise 
natural areas, so many that the grass and 
dirt are only sparsely visible beneath the 
tires, the chairs, the barbecue grills, the 
stereos, the tables, the picnic spreads and 
the feet. 

The noises range from chirping birds to 
the vibrant sounds of the Leland Stanford 
Junior University Marching Band to live 
rock ’n’ roll music to songs from the near- 
est boom box. And of course there is the 
chatter of voices. 

The sights range from tents to recre- 
ational vehicles as far as the eye can see. to 
Pickup trucks with the tailgate down, fes- 
tooned with red-and-white banners and 
posters, their occupants sporting Stanford 
sweatshirts and crimson face paint. 

In one area there are overnight campers 


pes 


— frat pledges or dorm dwellers, mostly 
freshmen and dorm staff who want to get 
the best seats. They arrive the night before, 
enjoy a night of fun and revelry, complete 


La 
NI 5 


Oricinal 


with barbecue and beer, and wake up full 
of enthusiasm to the morning chill. Alco- 
hol is not permitted within the gray stone 
walls of the massive Stanford Stadium, so 


160 


STANFORD TAILGATING continued 


tailgaters must get their fill prior to 
entering the compound. 

‘The bed of a pickup truck parked in 
the East lot has become a temporary 
home for the owners. Surrounded by 
beer cans and bags of chips, the tailgaters 
dine on sandwiches and talk about the 
upcoming matchup. 

Next to them 


1 more organized group 


decked out with 
ed tablecloth, is 
health-conscious fare. 
Grilled chicken and fish have replaced the 
standard hot dogs and hamburgers. 

For some Stanford fans, the typical 
barbecue and picnic are simply not 
enough. Under another cluster of trees, 
there is a company tailgate — a huge 
tent with a buffet and live music. 
Employees, guests and clients have 
traded in theit business attire for Cardi- 
nal sweatshirts and hats. Shoptalk is 
frowned upon in this setting; the con- 
versations lean more toward the thrash- 
ing Stanford is expected to hand out 
later in the afternoon, 

A brother-and-sister team, both Stan- 
ford alums from the ’50s, organize wine 
and cheese tastings for every home game. 
Thirty or forty of their closest friends are 
invited to share this highly civilized feast, 
complete with salmon shipped in expressly 
for the occasion. 

‘The fans come from every part of the 
country. Some are alumni athletic boost- 
ets, while others just love Stanford foot- 
ball. Most only attend home games, but 


with 


covered 


a strong contingent of faithful follow the 
Cardinal bandwagon wherever it might 
take them, whether it be Pasadena or 
Wisconsin or the Sun Bowl. 

In the stadium itself, the sun is shining 
and the dollies are performing a well- 
choreographed dance. The band is 
decked out in traditional gear: red vests, 
wacky hats, and whatever bottoms might 
suit them that day — a colorful long 
skirt on a guy, black slacks on a girl, or 
plaid pants on a tuba player. 

However, none of this compares to the 
level of enthusiasm for one of the most 
anticipated yearly events in the Bay Area 
— the Big Game. For the traditional 
matchup against archrival Cal, the 
excitement reaches a fevered pitch. 

‘The tailgares get much bigger, with 
huge tents and canopies covering enor- 
mous spreads of food. Students wearing 
the latest Big Game t-shirts send repre- 
sentatives to camp out and stake a claim 
in the stands for their dorm or frater- 
nity. 

The stands become a sea of Cardinal 
red and Cal blu nilies with ties to 
both sides of the Bay take sides, some 
even sitting on opposite sides of the sta- 
dium. 

The Tree and Oksi invariably fight and 
sometimes fruit is hurled, but the game 
always plays itself out to an exciting con- 
clusion, with the victorious team taking 
home the coveted Axe. The fans return to 
their homes, already making plans for 
the next Stanford game. ll 


Tailgating 


Top 10 Tailgating Tips 


‘L. Plan your menu and do prep work 
a day or two before the game. Keep 
the menu simple and pack prepared 
food in disposable containers. 


2. Make a list of the items you want 
to take along, and check off items as 
you pack. Pack paper products 
(plates, napkins, towels, forks, 
spoons, etc.) the night before. 
Remember to bring a small first aid 
kit, trash bags, water, and damp tow- 
els to clean hands and face. 


3. Dress in team colors. 


4. Plan to arrive at least three to four 
hours early. 


5. Find a good spot to park. Park next 
to a grassy area or at the end of the 
parking row — this gives you more 
room for serious tailgating. 


6. Fly a flag on a very high pole so 
friends can find you. 


7. Decorate your tailgate site with 
team pennants and other stuff. 


8. Meet your tailgating neighbors, 
throw the football with friends and 
have a good time. 


9. Food should be ready 1% hours 
before the game starts. This allows 
plenty of time to eat, clean up and 
extinguish fires. 


10. Leave area clean. Begin thinking 
about food and friends for the next 
game. 


Tailgating Contest 


Have you ever hosted an unbeliev- 
able tailgate party? Is your school 
the best tailgating site in the 
nation? Do you have the perfect tail- 
gating recipe? Send us your stories 
(300 words or less) and photos 
describing your tailgate party, best 
tailgating school nomination or 
recipe by Feb. 15, 1998. If your 
entry is chosen as the most cre- 
ative, your winning entry will be fea- 
tured in next year’s Athlon Sports 
College Football. Send your entries 
by e-mail to athlon@nashville.net or 
write us at Tailgating Contest, 
Athlon Sports, 220 25th Avenue N., 
Suite 200, Nashville, TN 37203. 
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Looks Like Someone Is 
ee cw Great 
‘Tailgate Party In'The 
Parking Lot. 


Find that party and you'll find Daily’ Cocktail Mixes. 
Made with only the freshest fruit, Daily’ serves up great J 
taste for a great time. So treat yourself to America’s #1 
Pina Colada and Daiquiri mixes. Or our delicious 
and zesty Bloody Mary mixes. Remember, the 
next time you're throwing a party, start with 

Cocktail Mixes. And 
be prepared to attract a very, very big crowd. ay A : Lg 


Give Your Tailgate A Lift With Daily’. 
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Boyer, C, ~ $29 Kell, George $ 29 Robinson, F. $23 $33 Clark, Dwight $ 29 Bird, Larry 3 $9 
Brett, G. $39 $55 Killebrew, $29 $39 Rose, P. 5.6. $35 $45 Collins, Kerry $45 Erving, J $45 
Brock, L, $22 $39 — Klesko, R. $24 $39 Ryan. N. S.B. $49 $59 Craig, Roger $ 29 Frazier, Walt $ 29 
Canton, 8. $26 $39 Koufax,S. SB $49 $89 Sandberg, R $45 $55 Csonka, Lary MM. § 32 Garett, K. $35 
Cepeda, 0 $24 $32 Larsen, 0: $19 $27 Schmid M.S8. $35 $59 Davis, T. (Ga.\Oen) $29 Hardaway, A. UDA. § 65 
Dawson, A, $25 $39 Lopez, Javier $ 24 § 39 Skowron, M $19 $29 Dawson, Len $ 32 Iverson, A. (Pro or NCAA)$_ 39 
DiMaggio, 3 $110 $230 Maddux, G. 5.8. $49 $79 Slaughter, E $19 $29 Dorsett, Tony $ 32 Jordan,'M. U.D.A.(F). $299 
Drysdal - $89 Mantle, M. $99 $229 Sandberg. R. $45 $55 Favre, Brett $69 kittles. K,(vil iets) $29 
Dye, Jermaine $24 $37 Marchal, j $25 $35 Smith, Omie $35 $49 George, Eddie $ 35 Marbuty, 5. (Minn 
Feller, B. $19 $25 Mathews, E $29 $39 Snider, 0. S.B. $29 $45 Graham, Otto $ 21 or Ga, Tech) $35 
Fielder, ¢. = $45 Mattingly: 0 $32 $49 Spam, W. $25 $37 Greene, Joe $29 Mercer, Ron (Ky) $29 
Ford, W. $29 $39 Mays, W. SB. $45 $55  Stargell, W. $22 $2 Griese, 8. U.D.A $ 39° Monroe, Earl $ 20 
Gehvinger, ©. = $150 McCovey, W. $39 Thomas, F.SB. $45 $69 Haley, Charles MM. § 29 Pippen, Scottie $49 
Gibson, 8. $25 $39 Mize, Johnny $29 $69 Vaughn, MoS.B. - $49 Homing, P. $ 24 Rodman, D. $49 
Glavine, T. $38 $45 — Molitor, "3,000" CL. $69 inelrn, Hoyt $i9 $35 horned UDA. 3 9 Stackhouse, J. (UNC) § 39 
Gonzalez, J. $29 $45 Morgan, J $22 $35 Wiliams, Bemie,WS.SB_ — $ 59 Nee UDA ND) $0. Sterciouse rset 7eers)i $39 
Gooden, D. $.8, — $29 Murray, E.(C.l) $ $69 — Williams, Bil $19 $29 peer ey Fromes i (TCU $ 22 
race, Mt $25 $39 Muttay E 500/200 §=— $89 Willams, Te $99 $199 ee Rae eS oe Waton en 8 28 
Griffey, KJ SB $45 S Musial, S $ $49 Winfield, D. - $49 woos a $28 Wena A tvyCentics) $ 28 
Shuler, Heath $ 29 Wallace, R. (UNC) "$25 
Simpson, 0.1 $ 59 Williamson, C. (Ark.) $22 
Smith, Emmitt $ 59 Wright, L. (Memphis) $ 25 
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An autumn Saturday 
afternoon in America 


Fi olka q means only one thing 


[ \ — college football. 

Ohio State Join us as we bring 

moaneoset § -couvall the pageantry, 
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as 


the gridiron, just as it 


‘= @ vad has every game day 


4 ec ‘ since football began. 
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Jesse Palmer 


T* last, great hotbed of blue-chip talent 

has been discovered by college recruiters. 
fay up north, 

“We used to think Canada was our well- 

kept little secret, but now it seems every- 

body's going up there,” former Indiana 

coach Bill Mallory was saying last fall. 

Indeed, until a few years ago only a hand- 
ful of universities near the border bothered 
to keep tabs on Canadian high school tal- 
ent. One coach's mantra — “all we're look- 
ing for is mean, ornery offensive linemen 
who can run” — basically was shared by all. 

Occasionally, schools such as Syracuse, 
Indiana or Michigan State would sign a 
Canadian. But for the most part, America’s 
neighbors to the north were consigned to 
the lower echelon of Division I-A (i.e., the 
Mid-American Conference). Not anymore. 

“The days of Canadian kids going 
unheard of are over, unless they're in the 
backwoods somewhere,” Michigan defen- 
sive coordinator Jim Herrmann says. 

More than 40 schools now intensely 
recruit Canada, including the cream of the 
crop: Notre Dame, Nebraska, Miami and 
Florida. And they're plucking out more 
than just those ornery linemen. 

The next great quarterback at Quarter- 
back U, the University of Florida, just might 
be a Canuck by the name of Jesse Palmer. 
Generally regarded as one of the top three 
prep quarterbacks in North America last fall, 
Palmer was recruited by just about everybody 
while playing four-down club football in 
Nepean, Ontario, just outside Ottawa. 

In all, more than 100 Canadians will dot 
rosters of Division I-A and I-AA schools 


this fall. At least a dozen Canadi- 
ans figure to start at Division I-A 
schools. 

What was it that finally sent 
recruiters scurrying for maps of 
Canada? 

Easy: Tim Biakabutuka. With 
his dazzling foot speed and slash- 
ing power, the Montreal-raised 
Biakabutuka broke Michigan's 
ingle-season rushing record in 
1995 with 1,818 yards. 

Before Biakabutuka burst onto 
the scene, the guru of high school football 
talent in Canada, Ron Dias, could annually 
lure only a handful of U.S. college coaches 
to his spring showcase camps in Ontario. 
But in 1996, some 35 coaches from promi- 
nent schools everywhere east of the Rockies 
lined his field. More than 40 coaches 
attended this year’s camp in May to get a 
glimpse of the 1997 blue chippers. 

“The whole recruiting scene is exploding 
up here,” Dias says, “As a result, Canadian 
kids are more aware that the dream is not far- 
fetched anymore, so they're working harder.” 

The best example of that is Palmer, one 
of the most ballyhooed Canadian prep stars 
ever. At 6-2, 210, he can zip a football 60 
yards flat-footed (more than 70 from a two- 
step drop) and has the high, over-the-head 
release point in his throwing motion that 
NEL scouts covet. 

“Palmer has the potential to be better 
than any quarterback I saw on film this 
year,” U.S. recruiting analyst Tom Lemming 
said in March. “He 
has great arm 
strength.” 

Palmer enrolled 
at Florida in Janu- 


pee? Thelwell 


Canadian Gold 


by JOHN KryK, TORONTO SUN 


likely will see some action this fall, ifonly in 
mop-up situations. “Jesse's coming 
around,” Spurrier says. “He has a quick 
release. He has a lot to learn, but he's not 
bad.” 

As for this falls blue chippers, NCAA 
recruiters are drooling over a group of Cana- 
dian running backs headed by Dahrran 
Diedrick and Godfrey Lewis of Toronto. 

“Td rank both Diedrick and Lewis ahead 
of Biakabutuka at this stage of their 
careers,” Dias says. 

Last year, Nebraska ventured north for 
the first time looking for skill-position stars. 

“There's an abundance of talent so we're 
going to take a hard, hard look at it,” says 
Huskers linebackers coach Craig Bohl, who 
recruits in Canada. “Due to higher acade- 
mic standards down here (NCAA require- 
ments), we have a much smaller talent pool. 
So we've just got to expand there,” 

There's one other important reason: 
snow, “I also recruit in Florida,” Bohl says, 
“and a lot of times the guy likes our school 
bur just doesn’t want to live in our climate. 
Buta guy who has grown up in our kind of 
climate isn't going to be spooked like the 
guy who never seen snow.” 

To be sure, snow doesnt spook Canadi- 
ans, Nor, anymore, does the prospect of 
playing big-time U.S. college football. 


John Kryk covers NCAA football for the 
Toronto Sun and is author of Natural Ene- 
mies: The Notre Dame-Michigan Football 
Feud, published by Andrews and McMeel. 


Canada’s Finest 
Pos. School 
WR = Minnesota London, Ontario 
Minnesota's all-time leading receiver with a year to go. 


Hometown 


ary to gain the Jerome Pathon WR = Washington —_No. Vancouver, BC 
benefit of spring Leading receiver for preseason No. 1 Huskies. 
drills, giving hima _ Richard Mercier G = Miami Montreal, Quebec 
better shor at Entering his third straight season as a starter. 
replacing outgoing Clinton Wayne DE Ohio State Brampton, Ontario 
Heisman winner Figures prominently in defensive line plans as a sophomore. 
Danny Wuerffel. Scott Regimbald TE Houston Montreal, Quebec 
But he struggled _AlHreshman team, CUSA. 

David De La Perralle G Kentucky Montreal, Quebec 


through much of 
spring practice. He 


Allfreshman team, SEC. 
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Seminoles Reload an Already Full House 


he 1997 recruiting race was one of the 

most exiting races in recent memory. It 
was a photo finish between Florida State and 
Penn State with FSU winning by a face mask. 
Tennessee, Florida and Michigan were very 
competitive and have reasons to rejoice. 
Certainly it is worth reminding you that the 
real test of the recruiting wars will occur on 
Saturdays in about three years. But just for 
fun, ler’s speculate who inked the best group. 

Tt came down to two old war horses battling 
for the top spot between Bobby Bowden's 
Florida State Seminoles and Joe Paterno’s Penn 
State Nittany Lions. It looked as if Penn State, 
the leader for most of the season, would win 
the race easily. Kareem McKenzie, rated by 
PrepStar as the No. | offensive lineman in the 
nation, surprised most recruiting analysts 
when he decided to sign with Penn State. His 
signing culminated a stellar class. One key loss 
for the Nittany Lions was PrepStar Dream 
‘Team running back Antoine Womack (No. 4 
rated RB nationally) who decided to stay 
home and play for the Cavaliers of Virginia. 

Bowden has not had a class out of the Top 
5 this decade and this is his second No. 1 fin- 
ish. Irs no surprise his Seminoles are consis- 
tently ranked in the Top 5 (in the polls) and 
routinely win 10 games a season. 

The Noles captured two of the nation's 
most prized players late in the game, Travis 
Minor (No. 3 RB) and David Warren (No. 1 
DE) to put FSU over the top. Warren is rated 
by PrepStar as the No. 1 recruit overall. Look 
for Warren to contribute this fall. Minor hails 
from the same high school as former Seminole 
Warrick Dunn and has been compared to 
Dunn, only bigger and perhaps even faster. 


ACC 


‘The gap between the Seminoles and the rest of 
conference is narrowing, A terrific effort from the 
‘Tar Heels threatens Florida State's hold on the ACC 
championship. 


‘A. Florida State 6. Maryland 
orth Carolina 7 Duke 


-=3. Virginia 8. North Carolina St. 
4, Clemson 9. Wake Forest 

5. Georgia Tech 

Big East 


Miami wins again even though Syracuse could 
rise in the national rankings if all its signees qualify. 
Virginia ‘Tech’: program is on a definite upswing. 
Rutgers was a huge surprise. 


Top 40 Classes | 


1. Miami 5. West Virginia 
2. Syracuse 6. Pru 
3. Virginia Tech 7. Boston College 
4, Rutgers 8. Temple 

Big 10 


Considering the four coaching changes in the 
Big 10 and the rumors of some of the league's top 
coaches leaving for the NEL, the results were pleas- 
ing with seven teams made the Top 40. 

1, Penn State 


Big 12 

‘The Big 12 from top to bottom managed a close 
second to the SEC in nabbing top talent. Colorado 
edges out ‘Texas, but the Longhorns once again 
flexed their recruiting muscle with a finish in the 
Top 15. If Texas hadnt lost out on a couple of play- 
ers late, they would have finished in the Top 5. 


1. Colorado 7. Texas Tech 
2. Texas 8. Oklahoma State 
3. Texas A&M. 9. Missouri 

4, Nebraska 10. Baylor 

5. Oklahoma 11. Towa State 

6. Kansas State 12. Kansas 


C-USA 

This is a conference clearly on the rise, With the 
addition of East Carolina this year, then Army and 
UAB next year and Army joining in 1998, the 
league is becoming more appealing to incoming 
freshmen. 


1. East Carolina 6, UAB 
2, Houston 7. Tulane 
3. Louisville 8, Cincinnati 
4, Memphis 9, Army: 
5. Southern Miss 

Pac-10 


The rest of the league closed the gap on the 
Trojans, but USC, which signed an excellent blend 
of skill players to go with the brawn signed a year 
ago, is still king. Watch for these junior college 
transfers to have an early impact in the conference: 
Akili Smith (QB-Ore.), Jabari Jackson (RB-USC) 
and Keith Miller (LB-Cal). 


1. USC 6, Arizona State 

2, UCLA 7. Oregon 
‘Vila 8 Omg 

i ). Oregon State 
S.Aaona 10, Washington State 
SEC 


What can we say about the SEC but the rich get 
richer? The conference had five teams in the Top 20 
and eight teams in the Top 40. Once again there 
will be no days off on Saturday in the SEC. 


wac 


According to many sources close to the confer- 
ence, the WAC had its greatest collective recruiting 
effort. Now 16 members strong, the WAC is 
strengthening, 
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compiled by PrepStar 


TOP 100 INCOMING FRESHMEN 


Rank/Pos./Player Ht. WE. Speed HometownHigh School College Rank/Pos./Piayer Ht. WE. Speed Hometown-High Schoo! College 
1. DE David Warren 6-5 240 4.60 Tyler. Tyer, Tx Florida State 51. OL Jason Brooks 6-4 270 5.10 Cleveland. ignatius, OH Michigan 
2, LB LaVar Arrington 6-4. 225 4,50. Pitsburgh-North Hills, PA Penn State '52. RB Tony Driver 63 205 4.40 _LouisvileMale, KY Notre Dame 
3, DE Andre Carter 6-4 285 4.55 San Jose-Oak Grove, CA California 53. DB Derrick Gibson 6-2 1904.60 MiaméKilian, FL Florida State 
4, QB Randy Fasani 63 215 4.70 Granite BayDel Oro, CA Stanford ‘54, WR Daryl Jones 5-10 170 438 DallasCarter, TX Miami 

5. LB Alex Brown 6-3 230 4.50 White Springs Hamiton Co., FL Florida 55. QB Kenny Kelly 6-3 188 4.57 TampaCatholic, FL Miami 

6, OL Kareem McKenzie 6-6 330 5,20 Wilinghoro, NJ Penn State 56. WR Reggie Germany 6-1 195 4.50 Hazelwood East, MO Ohio State 
7, WR Steve Shipp 6-2 190 4.40 Charlotte. Charlotte, NC Florida 57. QB Eric Crouch 6-0 190 440 MilardNorth, NE Nebraska 
8, DB BillyDee Greenwood 6-2 185 4.40 Stamford K.LH.T., CT North Carotina. | 58. ATHCedric Cormier S11 175 4,30 Houston-North Shore, Tk Colorado 

9. QB Jesse Palmer 6-3 212 4.60 Nepeant. Pius, ON Florida 59. WR Kahil Hill 63 185 4.50 lowa City, A Jowa 

10, ATHRod Perry 5-10 180 4.40 _InvineMater Dei, CA usc 60. RB Travis Henry 5-10 212 4.50. Frostproof, FL Tennessee 
414, ATHDomonique Willams 6-0 205 4.43 Upper Mariboro-Gwynn Park, MD North Carolina | 61. LB Napoleon Harris 6-4 215 4.60 Dixmoor-Thornton, IL Northwestern 
12, RB Levon Wiliams 6-3. 1954.57 Evansville Bosse, IN Indiana 62. RB Ravon Anderson 5-11 190 4.32 Hoboken, NI North Carolina 
13, RB Jamal Lewis 6-1 220 4.40 AllantaDouglass, GA Tennessee 63. WR Herman Banks «6-0 164 4.40 Hartsell, AL Auburn 

14, RB Travis Minor 6-1 190 4.50 Baton RougeCatholic, LA ‘Florida State 64, QB Danie! Cobd 6-5 205 4.59 MariettaHarrison, GA Georgia 

15, WR KemYon Rambo 6-2 185 4.40 Long BeachPoly, CA Ohio State 165. 0B Renaldo Hill 5-11 170 4,50 Detroit Chadsey, Mi Michigan State 
16. WR Brian Scott 6-4 190 4.50 Darlington, SC South Carolina | 66. LB Marco Hutchinson 6-2 215 4,70 RockHilNorthwestemn, SC_ South Carolina 
17, OL Terrence Metcalf 6-3. 286 4.90 Clarksdale, MS Ole Miss 67. LB Jason Or 64 235 4.70 Cincinnati€lder, OH Ohio State 
18, LB Roylin Bradiey «6-2 222 4.40 Lamarque, TX Texas A&M 68, DE Jabari Holloway 6-4 235 4,75 Tyrone-Sandy Creek, GA ‘Notre Dame 
19. DL Tyrone Robertson 6-5 280 4.80 DanvileG. Washington, VA Virginia Tech 69, OL Kurt Vollers 6-7 275 4,80 AnaheimServite, CA Notre Dame 
20. QB Romaro Miler «G1. 190 4.50 Shannon, MS Ole Miss 70. DL. Derrick Jones 63 265 4.95 Pt. Jefferson Comsewouge, NY Maryland 
21, DL Kenny Smith 65 290 5.00 Meridian, MS Nabama 71. LB Kurt Anderson «6-5 230 4,90 Glenbrook, IL Michigan 
22, DB Andre Lott 6-1 185 4.50 MemphisMelrose, TN Tennessee 72. WR Bruce Branch 6-1 180. 4.40 Richmond Huguenot, VA Penn State 
23, WR Chis Chambers 6-1 1804.50 Bedford, OH Wisconsin 73. RB Patrick McCall «5-10 185 4.40 Carson, CA Michigan 
24, OL Cosey Coleman 6-5 320 5.20 ClarkstonSW Dekalb, GA Tennessee 74, DE Kyle Vanden Bosch 6-4 235 4,60. LarchwoodW Lyon, IA Nebraska 
25, QB Tim Olmstead 6-2 196 4.65 Binghampton, NY Frida 75. WR Robert Wiliams 6-4 215 4,50. Dallas-Bishop Lynch, TX Miami 

26. TE Garver Donaldson 6-6 255 4.80. MulberryKathleen, FL Porida State 76. OL Neely Page 64 280 5.10 Aiken, SC Clemson 
27. LB Travis Carrol 6-4 230 4.60 _JacksonvileBolles, FL ‘Atabama 77. DL Guenter Kryszon 6-4 250 4.90 ClarkJohnson, NY Georgia Tech 
28, LB Grant Irons 65 225 4,60 The Woodlands McCullough, TX Notre Dame 78. RB Eric Gooden 6-3 215 4.50 Midwest City, OK Kansas State 
28, OL Leonard Davis «6-5 3505.40 Wortham, TX Texas 79. DL Gerard Warren 6-4. 295 4.80 Lake ButlerUnion Co.,FL_ Florida 

30, OL Lance Cleland «6-6 285 5.10 ReistertownMcDonough, MD Northwestern 80. DE Jamal Reynolds 6-4 240 4.65 Aiken, SC Florida State 
31. RB Jasper Sanks 62 215 4.50 ColumbusCarver, GA Georgia 81. ATH Antwaan Randle E) 5-11 175 4.40 Riverdale-Thornton, IL Indiana 

32, RB Antoine Womack 6-0 2104.30 Hampton Phoebus, VA 82. DB John Norman 62 180 455 MidlandLee, TX Texas Tech 
33, RB Cooper Rego 5-8 185 4.40 Montvale-St. Joe's, NI Notre Dame ‘83, QB Marques Tuiasosopo 6-1 200 4,50 Woodinville, WA Washington 
34, WR David Aaron 64 186 4.50 Marshall, Tx Texas 84. ATH Nate Wight 6-0 170 4,50 San DiegoPt, Loma, CA Colorado 
35, DB Antuan Simmons 5-11 185 4.40. SacramentoValley, CA usc 85. RB Derek Combs 62 180 4.47 Grove City, OH Ohio State 
36. OL Vietor Rogers 66 300 5.10 Federal WayDecatu, WA Colorado 186, OL Luke Nichols 65 295 5.20 BeaumontKelly, TX Baylor 

37. DB Joe Walker 60 175 4,50. GalenaNorth Shore, Tx Texas 87. OL Josh Jakubowski 6-6 335 5.30 Schofield Everest, WI Wisconsin 
38, DT Maurice Wiliams 6-5 2454.7 DetroitPershing, Mi Michigan 88, LB Deangelo Loyd 6-6 220 4,60 Charlottetndependence, NC Tennessee 
39, DE Jack Bloom 64 235 4.50. Toms RiverSouth. NI Rutgers 89, ATH Austin Kemp 63 210 4.55 Brentwood Academy, TN Tennessee 
40, QB Bobby Newcombe 6-0 185 4.50 AbuquerqueHighland, NM Nebraska 90. ATHRobert Jackson 6-1. 200 4.50 CorvallisCresent Valley, OR _linois 

41, QB Ed Stansbury 6-2 225 4.60 £1PasoErvin, Tx UCLA 91. LB Yubrenal Isabelle 6-2 218 4.50 Bluefield, WW Virginia 
42, RB Malaefou MacKenzie 6-0 210 4.38 Mission ViejoCap Valley.CA USC 92. TE Dameli Sanders 6-6 235 4.50 Warrensville Hts., OH Ohio State 
43, DE Rocky Bright 64 235 4.70 TulsaB.T, Washington, OK Oklahoma 93. LB Ty Gregorak 6-3 250 4.88 SpokaneWest Valley, WA Colorado 
44, RB Damell McDonald 5-11 190 4.50 EnglewoodCherry Creek, CO Texas 94. OL Michael Barfield 6-5 2705.00 _Dothan’Northview, AL Alabama 
45, TE Alvan Morrow €5 240 4.70 St.Louis, Mo Frida State 95. DB ite Onalete 62 205 4.60 Los Alamitos, CA usc 

46, DE Corey Callens 63 258 4.60 Jenks, OK Okahoma 96. WR Julius McMillan «5-11 1704.30 Altus, OK Kansas State 
47. FS Deon Grant 63 190 4.50 Augusta-Josey, GA Tennessee 97. DL Muskingum Barnes 6-2 245 4.80 Moss Point, MS Lsu 

48, LB Ron Graham 6-3 240 4.65. PittsburghPenn His, PA Penn State 98. DL Thomas Pitman 6-4 265 4.89 Reserve£, St. John, LA ‘Auburn 

49. OL Tam Hopkins 65 315 5.30 WinterParkLake Howell, FL_ Ohio State 99. DB James Boyd 6-1 195 4.40 Chesapeake-Deep Creek, VA Penn State 
50, DB James Whitley 6-0 180 4.50 _Norfolk-Norview, VA Michigan 100. RB Demontray Carter 5-10 185 4.40 Pensacola, FL ‘Auburn 
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“| wouldn't go into a recruiting year without 
my copy of PrepStar Magazine.” 
Joe Hubbard, USC Football 


“| have found your magazine to be 
really helpful and a great source of 
recruiting information.” 

Bob LaCivita, Auburn Football 


“You do a super job in covering the nation’s 
top high school prospects from preseason to 
signing day;” 

David Hansburg, Northwestern Football 


“PrepStar magazine is truly a well done and 
very impressive publication.” 
Bill Conley, Ohio State Football 


“You'll LOVE PrepStar magazine!” 
Mike Sanford, Notre Dame, Football 
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NEXT 250 BY POSITION Robert Morgan 6-0 180 4.40 East PointTi Cities, GA Florida State 
Brandon Nash 62 195 4.48 Los Angeles, CA ‘arizona 
Eric Parker 60 163 4.43 Shorewood, IL Tennessee 
QUARTERBACKS Jermaine Philips 62 195 450 Roswell, GA Georgia 
‘Spencer Brinton 65 210 4.75 Temecula Valley, CA ‘San Diego State | Brian Pol-Dixon G4 195 450 TucsonSabino, AZ UCLA 
Greg Cicero 64 185 4.70 AnaheimServite, CA Texas Patrick Reddick 5-9 180 4.42 Newbury Park, CA Washington 
Meiko Collier 6-2 228 4.60 CondeleCrisp Co., GA Auburn Carlos Spikes G1 190 4.45 TaliahasseeN. Fla. Christian, FL South Carolina 
Woodrow Dantzler 5-11 195 4.65  OrangeburgWilkinson, SC_ Clemson Justin Tapiin 60 180 450 Tempe, AZ arizona State 
Rohan Davey 63 220 4.60 HiaieahMiami Lakes, FL usu JT. Thatcher 61 175 440 Norman, OK Oklahoma 
Philip Deas 6-4 190 4.80 Bossier CityEvangel, LA North Carolina | Reggie Wayne 62 190 450 MarreroEnret, LA Miami 
James Dougherty 64 185 4.65 Edwardsville, IL Missouri 
Lorenzo Guess 63 190 4.60 Wayne, Mil Michigan State | TIGHT ENDS 
Joey Harrington GA 194 4.72  PortlandCentral Catholic, OR Oregon Jovon Bush 65 265 460 HardesvileJasperCo.,SC Clemson 
Zak Kustock 6-2 190 4.55 Orland Park-Sandburg. IL Notre Dame Marion Davis 67 235 4.80 EastmanDodge Co.. GA ‘Alabama 
‘Scott McEwan, 63 196 4.65 Thousand Oaks, CA ucLA Joe Domingeaux 65 285 4.75 Crowley, lA usu 
Drew Miler 6-1 190 4.70 Tacomatakes, WA Bu Lonnie Ford &3 220 460 San DiegoMorse, CA usc 
Labronne Mitchel! 63 205 4.40 Marietta, GA Georgia John Giimore 64 230 4.70 WemersvileWest Lawn, PA Penn State 
‘Austin Moherman 65 200 4.70 Mission ViejoCanistrano Valley, CA Ohio State Doug Ginapp 6-4 245 4.70 _Aington Houston, TX Texas 
Craig Nall 63 207 4.82 Alexandria, LA isu Antoine Harris G4 220 4.80 Los AngelesLoyola, CA usc 
David Priestley G4 200 4.77 Cypressrethem Christian, CA Ohio State ‘Chad Irwin G4 230 479 BaytownLee, Texas 
Jarrod Reese G3 195 4.70 Seminole, OK Okiahoma Eric James 62 225 4.60 WashAnacostia, De Maryland 
Matt Schobel 64 220 4.60 Columbus, TX Texas AEM Miles Koon 65 240 4.70 Flower MoundMarcus, TX Colorado 
4K. Soot 63 200 4.90 BurbankBurrovghs, CA Washington Nate Keil 67 235 4.70 McLean, VA Duke 
Bul. Tiger 63 195 4.50 TulsaB.T. Washington, OK Oklahoma State | Austin Lee &5 250 4.80 Coeurd'AlenePost Falls, ID Stanford 
Madei Willams 63 196 4.70 PittsburghWoodiand His, PA Syracuse Graham Manley 63 220 4.80 OlneySherwood, MD Syracuse 
Corey Smith 6-4 245 485 Galt, CA California 
RUNNING BACKS Brandon Stephens 66 20 463. Logen, UT BYU 
Damien Anderson 5-11 195 4.50 Wilmington, IL Northwestem | John Teastiale 64 255 4.90 Kansas CityRockhurst, MO. Notre Dame 
Tommy Banks 6-0 242 4.55 West Monroe, LA usu | Jonn Westra 65 235 4.80 MesaRed Mountian, AZ Washington 
Damion Barton 5-11 180 4.30 CoronaCentennial, CA Colorado Matt Wright 6-5 240 487 BocaRetonPine Crest, FL_ Stanford 
Ladell Betts 5-11 200 4.50 Blue Springs, MO fowa 
Wiliam Blocker 5-11 210 443. SanBemardinoPaciie, CA. Arzona OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Correll Buckhalter 62 210 450 Mt Olive, MS Nebraska Braxton Anderson 65 270 5.00 FrankinSimpson, KY Louisvile 
‘Adam Cox 6-1 215 4.47 JasperWalker, AL Alabama Ronald Boldin 66 270 510 Pahokee, AL Florida State 
‘Ai Culpepper 5-41 215 4.30 Baltimore Dunbar, MD Syracuse | Ben Brown 65 275 5.00 ClearwaterCountryside, FL Florida 
Nejah Davenport 6-2 235 4.50 MiamiCentral, FL Miami | Joe Collins 68 290 5.10 DarienK.LH.T., CT Northwestern 
Marcus Fields 62 185 4.60 StocktonStagg. CA California | Jorn Coury 53 335 5,00 Tarentur+Highlands, PA itt 
Davey Ford 5-11 188 4.40 W.Palm BeachNewman, FL Florida State Jason Cox &5 315 5.60 Edgefield Thurmond, SC South Carolina 
‘Tyree Foreman 5-11 205 4.50 _Brinklow'Sherwood, MD Virginia Troy Danoit 64 280 5.00 AlbuquerqueLa Cueva, NM UCLA 
Derek Homer B11 190 4.56 Ft knox, KY Kentucky Todd Davis: &5 280 5.00 Union, SC South Carolina 
Tony Hyppoli 5-9 180 4.40. Miami, FL Minnesota ‘Adam Fay 65 290 5.20 Bettendorf, IA Northwestern 
Harold Jackson G1 245 4.60 Wilkes Barre Gar, PA NC. State Andre Guro 63 285 5.00 Houston. Shore, Tx Colorado 
Ray Jackson G4 210 4.60 Indianapolis Lawrence Cental IN. Michigan DeCoryre Hamoton 67 325 5.00 Memphis Westwood, TN Memphis 
Ron Johnson 5-11 205 4.40 Pine Bluff’Watson Chapel, AR Arkansas Kye Koimorgen 6-4 275 5.20 LincolnSoutheast. NE Nebraska 
Lamont Jordan 5-11 210 4.40 ForestulleSuitland, MD Maryland Bryan Kula 64 285 5.15. PhoenixBrophy Prep, AZ wrizona 
Brian Marshall 60 200 4.50. Southfield Rice, Mi Northwestem | Lynn Larabee &3 245 5.00 Okiahoma City’Westem Hts,, OK Oklahoma 
Dulymus McA 6-1 190 4.45 Morton, MS Oe Miss: Matt Lehr 6-3 260 5.10 Woodbridge, VA Virginia Tech 
Wiliam MoCray 60 215 4.32 JacksonvilleBolles, FL Florida State Ben Mast 65 275 5.00 Massillon Washington, OH Michigan 
Hodges Mitchell 5-7 185 4.30 DallasSkyline, TX Texas ‘Seth Mckinney 64 280 4.90 AustinWestlake, TX Texas A&M 
Dan Morgan G2 210 4.80 Coral SpringsTaravelia, FL Miami Josh Mitchell G5 270 5.10 Doylestown. Bucks East, PA Penn State 
‘Saleem Muhammad 5-11 195 4.50 PitsburgDelasalle, CA California Jodd Mossa &3 285 5.30 Darien, CT ‘Michigan 
James Mungro 5-40 190 4.55 East Stroudsburg. PA Syracuse ‘Sean O'Connor 64 275 4.80 Morristown, NJ Syracuse 
Jason Murray 62 235 4.50 Belle Vernon, PA ‘Notre Dame Metin Paige 65 305 480 Dillon, SC South Carolina 
Sean Penny 2 215 4.55 YoungstownUrsuline, OH Ohio State. | _Josh Parrish 66 310 5.20 Westerville South, OH Kentucky 
Stanley Peters 5-8 170 4.38 Pauls Valley, OK Oktahoma | Scott Peters 6-3 305 4.90 Pleasanton-Amador Valley, CA Arizona State 
Chris Ramseur 641 211 460 Maiden, NC Tennessee ‘Mike Pocillo 64 275 5.10 Brandon, FL ‘Auburn 
Eric Reese 5-11 185 4.40 LynwoodSt. Anthony's,CA USC | Davis Pugh 63 265 4.70 Madison HeightsAmherst Co., VA Virginia Tech 
Dominic Rhodes 5-9 190 4.40 AblieneCooper, TX Texas Tech | Greg Ransom 63 300 5.00 HamburgWalkill, NI Penn State 
‘Anthony Saunders &2 210 4.60 GreensboreW. Guilford, NC North Carolina | Jon Rutherford 63 270 4.94 Midwest City, OK Nebraska 
Jamar Sheppard 61 190 4.40 San Francisco-Sacred Heart, CA California | Terdeit Sands 6-6 280 5.00 ChattanoogaHoward, TN Tennessee 
Kevin Sinciair 5-9 200 4.55 Ocean City, NI Rutgers | Michael Souza 67 290 5.20 KaneohePunahou, Hl Northwestern 
Demetrius Smith 62 265 4.60 Calumet ParkRichards, IL _-Michigan | Enk Strange 6-4 289 5.00 Orlando-Boone, FL Florida 
‘Anthony Thomas 62 220 4.50 Winnfeld, LA Michigan Kenyatta Walker 66 285 4.95 Meridian, MS Florida 
Albert Tuipulota 1 220 4.45 San Mateo, CA Washington Langston Walker 67 200 513 akiandO’Dowd, CA California 
Ed Wilder 62 250 4.60 Washington Wilkes, GA Georgia Tech Mike Wambott G4 285 5.20 New HallHart, CA Colorado 
Antonio Willams 60 218 4.40 TuscaloosaCentral, AL ‘Alabama Fred Weary 65 260 4.95 Montgomerylee, AL Tennessee 
Jimmy Wiliams 5-11 185 4.40 Baton Rougetpiscopal, LA Vanderbilt Ea Wikins 65 265 4.90 Plainfield, NI Miami 
Coy Wire 6-1 205 450 Camp HillCedar Ciif, PA Stanford Ralph Zara 65 275 4.90 Tucson, AZ Arizona State 
Travis Zacher 6-2 185 440 Mafetta, GA Clemson 
: DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
WIDE RECEIVERS Rodney Bally 6-5 260 490 LakewoodSt.Eavards, OH Ohio State 
‘Abram Booty 62 175 4.40 SreveportEvangel, LA usu Rocky Berard 63 255 5.00 BaytownStering, TX Texas A&M 
0.4. Conner 63 180 4.50 GaryWestside, IN Indiana ‘Chris Brooks 6-4 250 480 Newton, TX Arkansas 
Jeremy Cooper 6-0 170 4.50 Swedsboro-kingsway. NJ ‘Syracuse Derek Burns 66 275 5.00 Eden Prairie, MN Minnesota 
Sam Crenshaw 6-4 200 4.50 _YoungstownRayen, OH Penn State Kenyon Coleman 65 260 4.90 Atta Loma, CA UCLA 
Dallas Davis, 5-10 165 4.40 Fort Collins, CO Colorado State | Charon Dorsey 67 315 5.00 JacksonvilleBolles, FL Florida State 
Robert Davis 5-9 175 4.45 Snreveport-Evangel, LA usu Jeremy Dox 62 275 490 St. PaulCretinDerham Hall, MN Wisconsin 
Joey Getheral 5-9 165 4.23 LaPventeBishop Amat. CA Notre Dame Jarvis Green €3 235 4.60 Donaldsonville, LA usu 
Brian Haugabrook 61 200 4.50 Wildwood, FL Fonda Aaron Habermann 63 265 4.80 HartlandArrowhead, WI ‘Wisconsin 
‘Ahmad Hawkins 5-10 180 4.50 Hampton, VA Virginia Marcus Hoover 6-4 245 4.80 PhiladelphiaAbington, PA Stanford 
Roman Hollewell 5-7 155° 4.5  DerverMullen. CO Colorado Johnny Jackson &-3 260 4.90 San DiegoSt. Augustine, CA Colorado 
JaWarren Hooker 5-11 165 4.30 Ellensburg, WA Washington Ken Jackson 6-4 305 4.90 New Orleans St.Aug, LA Miami 
Cody Joyce 6-4 193 4.43  SaugusHart, CA UCLA Lonnie Madison 64 235 4.70 The WoodlandsMecullough, TX Texas A&M 
David Martin 65 210 4.53  NorfolkNorview, VA Tennessee Damien Maliery 6-4 250 4.60 Syracuse Henniger, NY Syracuse 
Maurice Minter 64 210 4.40 Ossining, NY Syracuse ‘Sam Matthews 66 275 487 JacksonvilleBolles, FL Alabama 
Freddie Mitchel, 60 175 4.45  Lakeland:Kathieen, FL UCLA Tengo McCauley 6-4 260 470 Oklahoma CityMarshall, OK Texas ABM 
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Tommy Moody 65 270 4.70 SevilleTayior, FL Florida LET! 
Ryan Nielsen 6-5 235 4.80 Simi ValleyRoyal, CA usc ATHLETES) 
Larry Paul 63 287 4.90 Moody, AL pheaee Rufus Brown 6-1 195 4.40 BolzoniHumphreys Co., MS North Carolina 
Cleveland Pinkney 62 270 4,80 Sumter, SC South Carolina pdt £ e ae oe Inelrnnas ter Pee 
Melvin Richey 64 280 4.80 DecaturSouthwest Dekalb, GA LSU ms z 
DeVane Robinson 6-3 250 4.80 Midwest City, OK Kansas State | Wis Richard 8-0: “A170 #1901! Carson Serra, CA usc 
‘Shaun Rogers 6-5 268 4,90 LaPorte, TX Texas Patil a a yee Kesler cesT bein 
‘Alonzo Shuler 6-3 245 4.60 Calhoun St. Matthew's, SC South Carolina | Ere Rose 65 200 4.43 Liberal, cniean 
Aapeish SPENT 63 314 5.00. Ripley, MS tun Justin Smith 6-1 185 4.50 St. PetersburgLakewood, FL Notre Dame 
Speke singe 63 265 480 NowalkKLAT,Ct en Irwin Swiney 6-1 180 4,42. LineoinSoutheast, NE Nea 
Ben Sobieski ier aes /A.Se Mahtotecl WAN rae ‘Andrew Zow G-1 210 4.60. Lake Butler Union Co,, FL labama 
Stephen Sua 6-1 257 4.80 Tustin, CA UCLA 
Anthony Thomas 63 240 4.70 Pasadena, CA ‘arizona 
tosh Weldon €4 360 4.90. Cordelecrep co, cA Aun TOP 50 IN 
Adrian Witson 63 310 4.90 Jacksonville, AR Miami 
Tce Wis 65 205 4.70 Webo, No Netra ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE 
By Position 
LINEBACKERS 
x Ikinson, 
Mort) Balat ea meaalt Aco ncolgaealie Kansas state | 92 Woodrow Dantzler 195 4.65. Orangeburg Witkinson, SC Clemson 
QB Philip Deas 190 4.80 Bossier CityEvangel, LA North Carolina 
Courtland Bullard 63 215 4.55 Miami Southridge, FL Ohio State 
Ren Reelpi waa anne aera QB Dan Elis 216 4.70 _ExtonDowningtown, PA Virginia 
peated rate eect reeit RB.OB avon Anderson 190 4132 Hoboken, NI North Carolina 
elt pictus HMdlen reales RB Davey Ford 188 4.40 W. Palm BeachNewnan, FL. Florida State 
James Callier 6-1 223. 4.70. MiamiKilian, FL Auburn 
etree ealciseeanibees Laer anics RB Tyree Foreman 205. 4.50. BrinklowSherwood, MD Virginia 
Pehl ee UE tao Pee coanee ae FBLB Harold Jackson 245 4,60. Wikes-Barre Gar, PA NC. State 
ville Rata vee Leta RB Lamont Jordan 210 4.40 ForestvlleSultland, MD Maryland 
belt i Seale atin RB Willam McCray 218 4.32 _JacksonvileBolles, FL Florida State 
Sane Sag seem) Aantal fee RB Travis Minor 190 4,50 Beton RougeCatholic, LA Florida State 
felis poe ot NRE olin seg DCIS RB Amhony Saunders 6-2 210 4.60. Greensboro. Gulford, NC. North Carolina 
ae Tsien: Ce tae ee dott lenge | FB Ed Wilder 6-2 250 4,60 Washington:Wikes, GA Georgla Tech 
See A ape aH th Race ai doc | RB Antoine Womack 6-0 210 4.30._Hampton Phoebus, VA Virginia 
Jerrod Hayden 6-1 215 4,50. LouisvileEaster, KY Tennessoo | Fg ove Zachery Ch vase tach Mee bi cdl 
Hien Coles. Ba een Weenie aa ele WR Jimmy Caldwell 5-10 165 4,60 Winston Salem Mf, Tabor, NC Wake Forest 
Darion Hutcherson 6-1 205 4,60. Atlanta Douglass, GA South Carolina 
ke ea bose, syavveriiones pages WR Ahmad Hawkins «5-10 180 4,50. Hampton, VA Virginia 
aad b silly sas State | wR Robert Morgan 6-0 180 4.40 East Point Tr Cities, GA Florida State 
Joe Mckinney 6-3. 238 4.70 VolenciaMars, PA Penn State 
4 TEDL Jovan Bush 6-5 265 4,60 Hardesvile-JasperCo.,.SC Clemson 
Joe! Mesiman 6-3 245 4.70 Grand RapldsS. Chistian, MI Michigan State 
ty < TE Carver Donaldson 6-6 255 4.80 Lakeland Kathieen, FL Florida State 
pkilit PBS potter idling eorgia Tech| TE Ec James 6-2 225 4,60 WashingtonAnacostia, DC Maryland 
Brandon Moore 6-2 205 4.40 Freeport Baldwin, NY Okianoma =| Te Nate Kh Saker maa diptestn Heth 
Zeke Moreno 6-3 240 4,60 Chula VistaCastle Park, CA. USC heir ection Ea aaa eT OS EUG bane aie 
Tom O'Brien 6-4 235 4.70 LaGrange ParkNazareth, IL Northwestern ; 
TELB Monsanto Pope «6-3. 230. 4,70._Hopewell, VA Virginia 
Mate Sg SU RAO erate North Carolina | o,Ronald Boldin 6-6 270 5.10 Pahokee, FL Florida State 
nony Estee et A sea eee elle trad dea Mura OL Michael Byrne 6-5 285 5.10 HinesvilleBradwell Inst, GA Georgia Tech 
Michae! Pollard 6-1 220 4.58 Long Beach Poly, CA uso DC) We Pee Sia ececumaatinense patiah 
Tavarreus Pounds 6-1 206 4,60. Villa Rica, GA Auburn pas : 
OL Evan Routzahn 6-6 285 5.20. Middletown, MD Virginia 
Cristian Rodriguez 6-3 223 4.50 Mesquite, TX Texas A&M Ratna nee SOR aN Pa ae CARN aya 
Hl peel a ie aerate ried DELB Stacy Davis 6-4 205 4,55. Tallahassee.Godby, FL. Florida State 
Mik srt Ray ee coe ee baad DL Charon Dorsey «G7 315 5.00 _Jacksonvile-Boles, Fl. Florida State 
aaah Soom Pap aen pk ek beatae tn ete DL Josh Graham 6-3 265 4,80 DenverJefferson, Co ‘North Carolina 
Tie esis iL 22518 2S, ores woot sa DL Derrick Jones 6-3. 265 4.95 Port Jefferson Comsewouge, NY Maryland 
DL Guenter Kryszon «G4 2504.90 Clarkohnson, NI Georgia Tech 
DEFENSIVE BACKS DLOL Jason Ptak 6-3. 265 4.70 Wyandotte, Mi Duke 
Kecalf Bailey 5-10 175 4:30 TuscaloosaCentral, AL Alabama DE Jamal Reynolds 6-4 240 4.65 Aken, SC Florida State 
Abus Brooks @-1 180 4.57 Claremont, CA Colorado DE David Warren 6-5 240 4.60 Terd. Tyler, TX Florida State 
Robert Carswell 62 218 4.50 Stone Mountain, GA Clemson LB Sedtick Hodge 6-5 210 4.50 AugustalWestminister, GA North Carolina 
Zimbalst Carter 6-2 180 4.37 Riverside Poly, CA Colorado LBRB Yubrenal isabelle «6-2 218 4.50 Bluefield, WW Virginia 
Wondame Davis S-11 160 4.45. DenverManual, CO Washington LB Matt Miler 6-4 230 4,60 AlpharettaMarist, GA Georgia Tech 
Tony Dixon 6-2 190 4:50 _ReformPickens Co., AL ‘Alabama LB Merceda Perry 6-4 230 4.70 Asheboro, NC North Carolina 
Markese Fitzgerald 5-11 180 4.60. St.Petersburg-Holins, FL Miami DB — Robert Carswell «G2 218 4.50 Stone Mountain, GA Clemson 
Maurice Fitzgerald 5-10 180 4.50. NashvilePearkCohn, TN Tennessee Dat cial nha an.) ABO ae tren chee OF ia et 
Jason Glenn 6-2 205 4,50 Houston Nimitz, TK Texas A&M rick Gibson 60. MiamKiian, lorida State 
Quentin Harris. 6-0 175 4,50 WikesBarreMeyers, PA ‘Syracuse DBRB BillyDee Greenwood 6-2 185 4.40 North Carolina 
Michael Hayes G4 210 4.65 Opelousas, LA Lsu td ee ea cu i nee rrobitiy-condkitn rs 
Abdual Howard 6-1 190 4.40 QuincyShanks, FL Florida State m cS ! 7 iri 
Ron Israel 6-1 175 4.45 Haddon Heights, NJ Notre Dame 0B Clevan Thomas 6-0 175 4.55 Florida State 
Quentin Jammer 6-1 180 4.40. Angleton, TX Texas PK Sebastian Jankowski 6-2 215 4.70 Daytona BeachSeabroze, FL_ Florida State 
Riley Jefferson S-11 180 4.40 Jersey City:Bayonne, NJ Rutgers: PK Greg Owens S-11 200 4.90 Stuart-St. Edwards, FL Virginia 
Darryl Knight 6-2 195 4,58 _Riverside-Rubidoux, CA usc ATH Rufus Brown 6-4 195 4.40. BelzoniHumplveys Co., MS North Carolina 
Omare Lowe 6-0 175 4.48 Maple ValleyTahoma, WA Washington ATH Domonique Willams 6-0. 205 4.43. Unper MarboroGuynn Patk, MD. North Carolina 
Maravand Manuel 60 193 4.40 Miami, FL Florida 
J.D. Mathis 6-0 170 4,50 Pampa, TX Oklahoma} 
eee Bs re iten ee aliaeeciann mae TOP 50 IN 
Wiliam Norwood 65 195 4.55 Englewood, NJ Temple 
Wile Offord 6-2 195 4.40. Palatka, FL South Carolina 
wee 22 eden Segenyhal aor BIG EAST CONFERENCE 
Garrett Sabo! 6-0 187 4.60 La Palmakennedy, CA Oregon By Position 
Stanford Saar iS Abr BO deo ey Sy AL ore Q8 Andrew Keating 6-5 200 4,75 Germantown-alley View, OH West Virginia 
desea Stepton aan en Ls et QB Kenny Ketly 6-3 188 4,57 TampaCatholic, FL Miami 
Cave Tans peers Wee E LUN odds State QB Madei Wiliams 6-3 196 4.70 PittsburghWoodland Hills, PA Syracuse 
Mike Wilson 6-0 190 4,32 CoronaCentennial, CA ‘Arizona RB All Culpepper eid zis 1h sa.) akirorobunbee) MO rues 
RB Nejah Davenport. = G-2 235 4.50 MiamiCentral, FL Miami 
PLACEKICKERS RB Kenny Haris Sell 175 4.40. BuffaloSt Joseph's, NY Pitt 
. rnerst Co,, VA Virginia Tech 
‘Sebastian Janikowski 6-2 215 4,70 Daytona BeachSeabreeze, FL Florida State LB Camm Jackson 5-11 215 4,50 Madison HeightsAmherst Co,, VA r 
Greg Owens 5-11 200 4.90  StuartSt. Edwards, FL Virginia He pola sais on io bch brats hs 
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Can’t Get Enough Football? 


AMERICA'S PREMIER SPORTS ANNUALS 1997 


S| couvece Foorwate 


Pages Reve! 
Ratings 


SBN Rocks 8 Sep 
BY Simple Det 


I oe, 
Get your football fix with Athlon Sports Annuals. 


Athlon Sports special 30th Anniversary collectors editions give you blanket gridiron coverage 
from end zone to end zone. The nine editions feature more than 400 eye-popping 
color action photos and in-depth analyses for every Pro and Major 
College team. You can’t find more football anywhere! 


Get a FREE slipcase when you order 
nine preseason football annuals! 


Order all nine 1997 Athlon Football annuals for ONLY $47.00 (including shipping and handling) and receive a handsome slipcase 
valued at $6.95 ABSOLUTELY FREE! Single copies are available for $7.95 each, Pro and SEC $8.95 (including shipping and 
handling). (Canada: single copies $12, slipcase $60. All other international: single copies $18, slipcase $95.] Please allow 4-6 
weeks for delivery. Football available June 15. 


Name Please send me the following annuals: 
a Athlon Sports Football 
Ad 
tees (We cannot deliver to @ P.0. Box.) = oe $7.95 
i - $7. 
City State Zip Big Ten - $7.95 
O Big Twelve - $7.95 
phe ik J O Eastern — $7.95 
1 National College - $7.95 
(1 Southeastern — $8.95 
Send check or money order (no credit cards) to: Pac Ten — $7.95 
Athlon Sports Communications, Inc. O Western — $7.95 
P.O. Box 40156 ¢ 29614 Sidco Drive (2 All nine — free slipcase! — $47.00 


Nashville, TN 37204 


the recruiting report 


TELE 


DLOL. 


DLOL 


182 


Kevin Sinclair 
Wayne Ward 
Richard Bryant 
Jeremy Cooper 
Derico Fletcher 
‘Maurice Jackson 
Daryl Jones 
Maurice Minter 
Reggie Wayne 
Robert Wiliams 
Chamari Wiis 
Joe Conlin 

Kevin Crane 

Jim Ferugio 
Graham Manley 
Billy Tulloch 
Martin Bibla 
Josepit Burton 
Tom Coury 
Jason Hopewell 
Matt Knapp 
Matt Lehr 

‘Sean O'Connor 
David Pugh 
Jeremy Sherman 
4 Wilkins 

Paul Zukauskas 
Chad Beasley 
Jack Bloom 

Ken Jackson 
Damien Mallery 
Tyrone Robertson 
Adrian Wilson 
Bryan Knight 
John Yura 

Lary Austin 
Markese Fitzgerald 
Quentin Harris 
Riley Jefferson 
Leonard Myers 
Wiliam Norwood 


Lorenzo Guess 
David Priestley 
Damien Anderson 
Ladell Betts 
Derek Combs 
Tony Hyppolite 
Brian Marshall 
Patrick McCall 
Sean Penny 
Demetrius Smith 
‘Anthony Thomas 
Levon Wiliams 
Bruce Branch 
Chris Chambers. 
0.3, Conner 

Sam Crenshaw 
Reggie Germany 
Kahlil Hil 

John Gilmore 
Napoleon Harris, 
Darnell Sanders 
Jason Brooks 
Lance Clelland 
‘Adam Fay 

Tam Hopkins 
Josh Jakubowski 
Ben Mast 
Kareem McKenzie 
Jash Mitchell 
Michael Souza 
Rodney Bailey 
Derek Burns 
Jeremy Dox 
‘Aaron Habermann 
Ben Sobieski 
Maurice Wiliams 
Kurt Anderson 

La Var Arrington 


235 
305 
250 
280 
310 
205 
200 
190 
180 
175 
180 
175 
195 


455 
4.50 
4.45, 
4.50 
450 
4.29 
4.38 
4.40 
4.50 
4.50 
4.40 
4.90 
470 
4.70 
4.80 
4.64 
5.00 
5.10 
5.00 
5.10 
5.60 
5.10 
4.80 
4.70 
5.21 
4,90 
5.10 
5,00 
4.50 
4,90 
4.60 
4.80 
4.90 
459 
450 
4.45 
4.60 
450 
4.40 
4.50 
4.55 


Ocean City, NI 
Plant City, FL 

Pahokee, FL 

Kingsway, NJ 

Braddock Woodland Hills, PA 
RochesterMarshall, NY 
Dallas Carter, TX 

Ossining, NY 

Marrero Ehret, LA 
Dallas-Bishop Lynch, TX 
Inwood Lawrence, NY 
Greensburg. Catholic, PA 
\Wixom:Western, Mi 

St. ClairPottsville, PA 
‘Olney-Sherwood, MD 

Union, NI 
Mountaintop-Crestwood, PA 
Greenwich, CT 

Tarentum Highlands, PA 
Highland Park, NJ 

Stoney BrookSt. Anthony's, NY 
Woodbridge, VA 

Morristown, NJ 

Madison Heights: Amherst Co., VA 
Reynoldsburg, PA 

Piainfield, NJ 
WeymouthB.C., MA 

Gate City . VA 

Toms River South, NI 

New Orleans-St Augustine, LA 
‘Syracuse Henniger, NY 
DanvilleG. Washington, VA 
Jacksonville, AR 

Buffalo-St. Joe's, NY 
Morgantown, WV 
NNorfolkcNorview, VA 

St. Petersburg:Hollins, FL 
Wilkes Barre Meyers, PA 
Jersey CityBayonne, NJ 

Fort Lauderdale Dillard, FL 
Englewood, NJ 


TOP 50 IN 
BIG TEN CONFERENCE 


190 
200 
195 
200 
180 
180 
200 
185 
215, 
265 
220 
195 
180 
180 
180 
200 
195 
185, 
230 
215 
235 
270 
275 
280 
315 
235 
275 
330 
270 
20 
260 
275 
275 
265 
285 
245 
230 
225 


4.60 
4aqT 
4.50 
4.50 
4.a7 
4.40 
4.80 
4.40 
4.55 
4.60 
4.50 
457 
4.40 
4.50 
450 
4.50 
450 
4.50 
4.70 
4.60 
4.50 
5.10 
5.10 
5.20 
5.30 
5.30 
5.00 
5.20 
5.10 
5.20 
4.90 
5,00 
4.90 
4.80 
4.95 
art 
4.90 
4.50 


By Position 


Wayne, MI 
Cypress-Brethren Christian, CA 
Wilmington, tL 

Blue Springs, MO 

Grove City, OH 

N. Miami Beach, FL. 
Southfield Rice, Ml 

Carson, CA 
YoungstownUrsuline, OH 
Calumet Park Richards, IL 
Winnfield, LA 

Evansville Bosse, IN 
Richmond-Huguenot, VA 
Bedford, OH 

GaryWestside, IN, 
YoungstownRayen, OH 
Hazelwood East, MO 

lowa City, A 

Werersville West Lawn, PA 
Dixmoor-Thornton, IL 
Warrensville Hts., OH 
Cleveland:St. Ignatius, OH 
Reisterstown McDonough, MD 
Bettendorf, 

Winter Park Lake Howell, FL 
Schofield Everest, WI 
Massillon Washington, OH 
Witingboro, NJ 

Doylestown-C. Bucks East, PA 
Kaneohe Punahou, HI 
Lakewood St, Edwards, OH 
Eden Prarie, MN 

St, Pau GretinDerham Hall, MN 
HartlandArrowhead, WI 
Mahtomadi, MN 

Detroit Pershing, Mi 
Glenbrook, IL 
PittsburghNorth Hills, PA 


Rutgers 
Virginia Tech 
West Virginia 
Syracuse 
Rutgers 
Syracuse 
Miami 
Syracuse 
Miami 

Miami 

West Virginia 
Pitt 

Boston College 
Virginia Tech 
Syracuse 
Rutgers 
Miami 
Syracuse 
Pitt 

Rutgers 
Boston College 
Virginia Tech 
Syracuse 
Virginia Tech 
West Virginia 
Miami 
Boston College 
Virginia Tech 
Rutgers 
Miami 
Syracuse 
Virginia Tech 
Miami 

Pitt 

West Virginia 
Virginia Tech 
Miami 
Syracuse 
Rutgers. 
Miami 
Temple 


Michigan State 
Ohio State 
Northwestern 
fowa 

Ohio State 
Minnesota 
Northwestern 
Michigan 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Michigan 
Indiana 

Penn State 
Wisconsin 
Indiana 

Penn State 
Ohio State 
lowa 

Penn State 
Northwestern 
Ohio State 
Michigan 
Northwestern 
Northwestern 
Ohio State 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 
Penn State 
Penn State 
Northwestern 
Ohio State 
Minnesota 
Wisconsin 
Wisconsin 
lowa 
Michigan 
Michigan 
Penn State 


\B 
B 
te 
iB 
i) 
ic 
1B 
0B 
DB 
ATH 
ATH 
ATH 
ATH 


Courtland Bullard = «6-3. 2154.58 Miami-Southridge, FL 
Jake Frysinger 6-3 220 4.80 Grosse lle, MI 

Ron Graham 6-3 240 4,65. PittsburghPenn His, PA 
Joe Mokinney 6-3 238 4.70 ValenciaMars, PA 

Joe! Mesman 6-3 245 4,70 Grand Rapids-S. Christian, MI 
Tom O'Brien 6-4 235 4,70. La Grange Park-Nazareth, IL 
Jason Ott 6-4 235 4.70. CincinnatiElder, OH 
Renaldo Hill S-11 170 4,50 Detroit Chadsey, Mi 
James Whitley 6-0 180 4,50 NorfolkNorview, VA 
James Boyd G-1 195 4.40 ChesapeakeDeep Creek, VA 
Robert Jackson 6-1 200 4.50 Corvallis;Cresent Valley, OR 
‘Antwaan Randle E| 5-11 175 4.40 RiverdaleThomton, IL 
Etic Rosel 65 200 4.43 Liberal, KS 


TOP 50 IN 


Ohio State 
Michigan 

Penn State 
Penn State 
Michigan State 
‘Northwestern 
Ohio State 
Michigan State 
Michigan 

Penn State 
Minois 

Indiana 
Michigan 


BIG TWELVE CONFERENCE 


By Position 

Greg Cicero 6-4 185 4.70 AnaheimServite, CA 
Eric Crouch 60 190 4.40. Millard-North, NE 
JamesDougherty 6-4 185 4.65 Edwardsville, IL 
Bobby Newcombe 6-0 185 4.50 Albuquerque Highland, NM 
Matt Schobel 6-4 220 4.60 Columbus, TX 
Bu, Tiger 6&3 195 4.50 TulsaB.T. Washington, OK 
Damion Barton 5-11 180 4.30 CoronaCentennial, CA 
Correll Buckhatter 6-2. 2104.50 Mt. Olive, MS 
Eric Gooden 6-3 215 4.50 Midwest City, OK 
Damell McDonald 5-11. 1904.50. Englewood-Cherry Creek, CO 
Hodges Mitchell 5-7 185 4.30 Dallas Siyline, TX 
Dominic Rhodes 5-9 190 4.40. Abliene-Cooper, TX 
David Aaron 6-4 186 4.50 Marshall, TX 
Cedric Cormier 5-11 175 4.30 HoustonNorth Shore, TX 
Roman Hollowell 5-7. 155 4.45 DenverMullen, CO 
Julius MeMfilian 5-11 170 4.30 Altus, OK 
41T. Thatcher 6-1 175 4.40 Norman, OK 
Leonard Davis 65 350 5.10 Wortham, Tx 
Andre Gurode 63 285 5.00 Houston‘North Shore, TX 
Lynn Larabee 6-3 245 5.00 Oklahoma City Western Hts., OK 
Seth Mckinney 6-4 280 4.90 AustinWestiake, TX 
Luke Nichols 6-5 295 5.20 BeaumontKelly, Tx 
Vietor Rogers 66 300 5.10 Federal WayDecatur, WA 
Jon Rutherford 63 270 4.94 Midwest City, OK 
‘Mike Wembott 6-4 285 5.20 New HallHart, CA 
Rocky Bernard 6-3 255 5,00. BaytownStering, TX 
Rocky Bright 6-4 235 4.70 TulsaB.T, Washington, OK 
Corey Callens 63 258 4.60 Jenks, OK 
Lonnie Madison «6-4. -235. 4.70 The Woodlands McCullough, TX 
Tango McCauley «64-260 4.70. Oklahoma CityMarshall, OK 
DeVane Robinson 6-3. 2604.80 Midwest City, OK 
Shaun Rogers 6-5 268 4.90 LaPorte, x 
iyle Vanden Bosch 6-4 235. 4,60_LarchwoodW. Lyon, IA 
Monty Beisel 64 240 4.50 Douglass, KS 
Roylin Bradley 6-2 222 4.40 Lamarque, TX 
Jamie Burrow 6-2 280 4.70 Ames, 1A 
Ty Gregorak 6-3 250 4.88 Spokane\West Valley, WA 
Ben Leber 63 235 4.70. Vermillion, Sd 
Brandon Moore 6-2 205 4.40. FreeportBaldwin, NY 
Tony Peters 6-0 215 4.60 SapulparTulsa McLain, OK 
Christian Rodriguez 6-3 223 4.50 Mesquite, TX 
Josh Spoer! 6-2 222 4.54 N. Mesquite, Tx 
Albus Brooks 641 180 4.57 Claremont, CA 
Jason Glenn 6-2 205 4.50 HoustonNimitz, TX 
Quenton Jammer G1. 180 4.40 Angleton, TX 
John Norman, 62 180 4.55  MidlandLee, TX 
doe Walker 6-0 175 4.50 Galena ParkNorth Shore, Tx 
Nate Weight, Jt 60 170 4.50 San DiegoPoint Loma, CA 
Zimbalist Carter’ «G2 «180 4.37 RiversidePoly, CA 
Tytes Dickson 6-1 175 4.30 HoustonScarborough, TX 

CONFERENCE USA* 

By Position 

Stephen Galbraith 6-1. 1904.60 MariettaLassiter, GA 
David Garrard 63 240 4.90 Durham. Durham, NC 
Gary Guim 64 210 4.80 LouisvilleDoss. KY 
Jeff Kelly 62 200 4.80 Citronelie, AL 
‘Amie Powell 6-5 205 4.80 Deep Creek, VA 
Jeff Tippets 63 190 4.50 Jacksonville, AL 
Toney Converse 5-9 170 4.42  MetairieRiverdale, LA 
Corey Harris, 5-10 185 4.50 HoustonCleariake, TX 


Texas 
Nebraska 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
Texas ARM 
‘Oklahoma State 
Colorado 
Nebraska 
Kansas State 
Texas 

Texas 

Texas Tech 
Texas 
Colorado 
Colorado 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma 
Tetas 
Colorado 
Oklahoma 
Texas ARM 
Baylor 
Colorado 
Nebraska 
Colorado 
Texas AZM 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
Texas A&M 
Texas A&M 
Kansas State 
Texas 
Nebraska 
Kansas State 
Texas A&M 
Nebraska 
Colorado 
Kansas State 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
Texas A&M 
Texas 
Colorado 
Texas A&M 
Texas 

Texas Tech 
Texas 
Colorado 
Colorado 
Texas 


‘Memphis 
East Carolina 
Louisville 
Souther Miss 
East Carolina 
UAB 

Tulane 
Houston 


ATHLON FooTBALL 1997 


Leonard Henry 
Kyle Rea 

Barry Smith 
Dawayne Woods 
Daniel Belcha 
Dushawn Dorsey 
Kenyon Hambvick 
Orlando iglesias 
Travis Johnson 
Tootie Myers 
Zander Robinson 
Marcus Bryson 
Corey Floyd 

Ed Kelley 
Braxton Anderson 
Jabari Beauford 
Tony Cunningham 
Aaron Darzinski 
Rob Eble 

Philip Garbett 
Cail Greene 
DeCoryre Hampton 
David Sherrod 
Marcus Bel 
Orlando Dantzler 
Julian Gibson 
Chris Howell 

Ty Hunt 

Emie Moore 
Patrick Wills 
Tommie Baldwin 
Perel! Grin 
Tyrone Grif 
‘Sam Hairston 
Hosea James 
Corey Sears 
Brant Stogner 
Darel Grifith Jr 
Bochie McGruder 
Antonio Rountree 
Kendall Wiliams 
Deontey Kenner 


63 
cet 
63 
64 
6-2 
6-4 
62 
62 
64 
S41 
59 
63 
62 


475 
165 
175 
225 
180 


4.40 
4.65 


the recruiting report 


Clinton, NC East Carolina | 
Russehille, AL uss | 
Marrero-Shaw, LA Tulane | 
SlideltSalmen, LA Southern Miss 
Worth Wyatt, TX Houston | 
‘Somerville, NI Cincinnati | 
HuntsvilleJohnson, AL UAB | 
Miam:Coral Park, FL Houston 
Jacksonville, AL vas 

Petal, MS Southern Miss 
MarreroEnwet, LA Tulane 

Laurens, SC East Carolina 
Trenton, NJ East Carolina 
Houston MacArthur, TX Houston 

Franklin Simpson, KY Louisvile | 
Houston-Jesuit, Tk Houston 

River Ridge-Curtis, LA Tulane 

GGarfleld Helgnts, OH Louisvile 
Marietta Walton, GA Louisvite 
Florence-Coffee, AL UAB 
Louisvile-rnty, KY Louisvilte 
Memphis Westwood, TN Memphis 

Atkin, AR Memphis 
Memphis Kingsbury, TN Memphis | 
Purvis, MS Southern Miss | 
Elizabeth, NJ Memphis | 
GreenvileRose, NC East Carolina 
Hickory, NC East Carolina 
SlidelSaimen, LA Southern Miss 
Memohis-Kingsbury, TN Memphis 
Houston MacArthur, TX Houston 
Willamston, NC East Carolina 
Rome, GA UAB 

FW. Bch:Choctaw. Shalimar, FL Houston 
Jacksonville, NC East Carolina 
Montgomery.ee, AL Southern Miss 

EI Campo, TK Houston 
Louisvile-Ballard, KY Louisvile 
Waxahachie, TX Houston 
Jacksonville Bolles, FL Louiswiie 

Dallas Roosevelt, TX Houston 
Hopkinsville, KY Cincinnati 


*Note: UAB, a CUSA charter member, begins football league play in 1999. 


TOP 50 IN 


PACIFIC-10 CONFERENCE 


By Position 


Randy Fasani 
Joey Harrington 
Ed Stansbury 
Marques Tuiasosopo 
Wiliam Blocker 
Marcus Fields 
Malaefou MacKenzie 
Coy Wire 
JaWarren Hooker 
Cody Joyce 
Freddie Mitchel I 
Brandon Nash 
Brian Pol Dixon 
Justin Taplin 
Lonnie Ford 
Antoine Harris, 
Austin Lee 

Corey Smith 

John Westra 

Matt Wright 

Troy Danoft 
Bryan Kula 

Scott Peters 
Langston Watker 
Ralph Zarate 
‘Andre Carter 
Kenyon Coleman 
Marcus Hoover 
Ryan Nielsen 
Jesse Simms 
Stephen Sua 
Anthony Thomas 
Mike Burke 
Derell Daniels 
Santi Hall 


63 


64 
62 
64 
S4i 
62 
60 
64 
S41 
64 
0 


62 
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215 
194 
225 
200 
210 
185 
200 
205 
165 
193 
175 
195 
195 
180 
220 
220 
250 
245 
235 
240 
280 
285 


470 
472 
4.60 
4,50 
443 
460 
4.38 
450 
4.30 
4.43 
4.45 
4.48 
450 
4.50 
4.60 
4.80 
4.80 
485 
4.80 
487 
5.00 
545 
4.90 
5.13 
4.90 
455 
4.90 
4.80 
4.80 
4.80 
4,80 
4,70 
4ST 
4.60 
4.60 


Granite BayDet Oro, CA 
Portland Central Catholic, OR 
El Pasorvin, TX 
Woodinville, WA 

‘San Bernardino Pacific, CA 
Stockton Stagg, CA 

Mission Viejo Capistrano Valley, CA 
Camp HilCedar Ciift, PA 
Elensburg, WA 

‘Saguas Hart, CA 
Lakeland-Kathieen, FL 
Beverly Hills, CA 

Tucson Sabino, AZ 

Tempe, AZ 

‘San Diego-Morse, CA 

Los Angeles-Loyola, CA 
Coeur d'Alene Post Falls, 1D 
Galt, CA 

MesaRed Mountian, AZ 
Boca Raton Pinecrest, FL 
Albuquerque.a Cueva, NM 
Phoenix Brophy Prep, AZ 
Pleasanton-Amador Valley, CA 
Oakland "Dowd, CA 

Tucson, AZ 

‘San Jose-Oak Grove, CA 

Ata Loma, CA 
Phifadelphia-Abington, PA 
‘Simi Valley Royal, CA 
NorwalkK.LH.T., CT 

Tustin, CA 

Pasadena, CA 
DenverMullen, CO 

‘San Fernando-Syimar, CA 
‘Moreno Valley Valley View, CA 


Stanford 
Oregon 


sree 


2ERSRERRERE 
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SHEE sareon ee 
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Zeke Moreno 3 240 4.60 Chula VistaCastle Park,CA USC 
Michael Pollard —-»«G-1._ 2204.58 Long BeachPoly, CA usc 
Tim Shear 6-2 208 4.80 Junction City, OR Oregon 
Abert Tuipotu «G1 220 4.45 San Mateo, CA Washington 
Wondame Davis © S-11 160 4.45 Denver Manual, CO Washington 
Darryl Knight 62 198 4.58 Riverside-Rubidour, CA usc 
Omare Lowe 6-0 175 4.48 Maple ValleyTahoma, WA Washington 
Saleem Muhammad 5-11 195 4.50. PittsburgDe la Salle, CA California 
Hfe Onalete 6-2 205 4.60 Los Alamitos, CA usc 
Garrett Sabo! 61 185 460 LaPalmaKennedy, CA Oregon 
Antuan Simmons 5-11. 185 4.40 SacramentoValley, CA usc 
Jason Stephens «6-2. 180 4.40 Highland, CA UCLA 
Mike Wison 6-0 190 4.32  CoronaCentennial, CA ‘izona 
Rod Perry 5-10 180 4.40 irvineMater Del, CA usc 
Kris Richard 6-0 170 4.30 GardenaSierra, CA usc 


TOP 50 IN 
SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE 


By Position 

Danie! Cobb» 6-5 205 4.59 MariettaHarison, GA Georgia 
Rohan Davey 6-3 220 4.60 HialeahMiami Lakes, FL Lsu 
Romaro Miller 61 180 4.50. Shannon, MS Ole Miss 
Tim Olmstead 6-2 196 4.65. Binghampton, NY Florida 
Jesse Palmer 6-3 212 4,60 Nepeanst. Pius, ON Florida 
Tommy Banks 6-0 242 4.55 West Monroe, LA usu 
Demontray Carter 5-10 185 4.40 Pensacola, FL Auburn 
‘Adam Cox 6-1 220 4.47 JasperWalker, AL Alabama 
Travis Heory 5-10 212 4.50 Frostproof, FL Tennessee 
Ron Johnson 5-11 205 4.40 Pine BluftWatson Chapel, AR Arkansas 
Jamal Lewis 61 220 4.40 AtlantaDouglass, GA Tennessee 
Dulymus Mealister 6-1 190 4.45 Morton, MS Ole Miss 
Jasper Sanks 6-2 215 4.50 Columbus Carver, GA Georgia 
‘Antonio Willams «6-0 218 4.40 TuscaloosaCentral, AL abana 
Jiomy Willams 5-11 185 4.40 Baton RougeEpiscopal, LA Vanderbit 
Herman Banks 6-0 164 4.40 Hartselle, AL Auburn 
‘Abram Booty 62 175 4.40 SheveportEvangel, LA Lsu 
Robert Davis 5-9 175 4.45  ShreveportEvangel, LA Lsu 
Jermaine Philips 6-2 1954.50 Roswell, GA Georgia 
Brian Scott 64 190 4.50 Darlington, SC South Carolina 
Steve Shipp 62 190 4.40 Charlotte. Charlotte. NC Florida 

Joe Domingeaux «6-5 2454.75 Crowey, LA su 
Michael Barfeld 6-5 270 5.00 DothanNorthview, AL Alabama 
Ben Brown 65 275 5.00 ClearwaterCountryside, A. Florida 
Cosey Coleman 6-5 320 5.20 ClarkstonS.W Dekalb, GA Tennessoe 
Jason Cox 65 315 5.60 Edgefield Thurmond, SC South Carolina 
Terence Metcalf «3-286 4.90 Clarksdale, MS Oe Miss 
Melvin Paige 65 305 4.80 Dillon, SC South Carolina 
Mike Pucito 64 275 5.10 Brandon, FL Auburn 
Fred Weary 6-5 260 4.95 MontgomeryLee, AL Tennessee 
Muskingum Bames 6-2 245 4.80 Moss Point, MS Lsu 

Jarvis Green 63 235 4.80 Donaldsonville, LA su 

Sam Matthews 66 275 4.87 _JacksonvileBolles, FL Alabama 
Tommy Moody 64 270 4.70 Seville Taylor, FL Florida 
Thomas Pittman -G-4_- 2654.89 Reserve, St. John, LA Auburn 
‘Nonzo Shuler 64 245 4.60 St. Matthew'sCalhoun Co., SC. South Carolina 
Kenny Smith 65 290 5.00. Meridian, MS Alabama 
Gerard Warren 64 295 4.80 RaifordUnion Co., FL Florida 
Josh Weldon 64 260 4.90 CordelleCrisp Co,, GA Auburn 
‘Nex Brown 6-3 230 4:50 White SpringsHamiton Co,, FL Florida 
Travis Carrol 64 230 4.60 JacksonvilleBolles, FL ‘Alabama 
Kennard Elis 6-2 225 4.50 Orlando. Philips, FL Frida 
Jerrod Hayden 6-1 215 4.50 LouisvileEaster, KY Tennessee 
Darion Hutcherson. 6-1 205 4,60 _Avianta-Douglas, GA South Carolina 
Marco Hutchinson 6-2 215 4.70 Rock HillNorthwestemn, SC South Carolina 
DeAngelo Loy 6-6 220 4.60 Charlottendependence, NC Tennessee 
Kecaif Bailey 5-40 175 4.30 TuscaloosaCentra, AL ‘Alabama 
Maurice Fitzgerald 5-10 180 4.50. _NasiwilePeari Cohn, TN Tennessee 
Deon Grant 63 190 4.50 Augustadosey, GA Tennessee 
Andre Lott G1 185 4.50 MemphisMelrose, TN Tennessee 
Marquand Manuel 6-0. 193. 4.40 _Niami, FL Florida 
Stanford Simmons 6-3. 195 4.50 AshlandCiay Co., AL Auburn 
‘Austin Kemp 63 210 4.55 NashvileBrentwood Acad., TN. Tennessee 


TOP 50 IN 


WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 
By Position 
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‘Spencer Brinton 6-5 210 4.75 Temecula Valley, CA ‘San Diego State 
David Carr 6-3 195 4.80 BakersfieldStockdale,CA ‘Fresno State 
Drew Miller G1 190 4.70 Tacomalakes, WA BYU 

Ken Stopka 6-3 185 4.60 Palatine, IL New Mexico 


183 


top high school seniors 


TOP 100 NATIONAL BLUE CHIPS 
By Position 


QUARTERBACKS 
Ronald Curry oa 
Steve Cutip 62 
‘Adam Dunn 65 
Drew Henson 64 
Matt Holiday 65 
Luke Huard! ea 
Jared Jones 65 
Keith Matkins 65 
Ryan MeCann, 62 
Corey Paus 63 
Brian St. Pierre 64 
Jason Thomas 64 
Tyler Watts 63 
RUNNING BACKS 
Andre Ackee S11 
Jonathan Adams 64 
Nick Davis 510 
Ed Drummond S41 
Justin Fargas S41 
Ben Gay 64 
Earnest Graham Est 
Antoineo Harts 64 
Arlen Harris 5-10 
Herman Ho-Ching. 60 
Chris Hope 64 
Kyran Jones 64 
Tommy Lopienski 63 
Demeco Moore 64 
Josh Norman 62 
Latroy Olver 59 
Brandon Wiliams 60 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
Anthony Daye 61 
David Givens 60 
Broderick Nelson 62 
Chris Olver 62 
Roger Ross 5-10 
David Terrell 63 
Marquise Walker 64 
TIGHT ENDS 
Bobby Blizzard 6s 
John Day 65 
Ru. Luke 63 
Dave Petruzielio. 65 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Gus Felder 65 
Howard Green 64 
Joe Hayes 67 
‘AL Johnson 64 
Josh Melton 66 
Jeff Roehl 65 
Mike Saffer 66 
Ryan Scaralla 65 
Matt Schmitt 65 
Dwight Siater 65 
Chris Smith 65 
Jon Stinchcomb 67 
Brett Wiliams 65 
Blake Worley 67 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Mike Clay 63 
Jovon Flemmons 64 
‘Antonio Garay ea 
Tyler Greenbaum 63 
John Henderson eT 
Dennis Johnson 67 
Terry Jones 64 
‘Kindell Moorehead ea 
Osa Nosa 64 
‘Kenny Peterson 64 
Chris Reynoids 63 
Terin Smith a4 
LINEBACKERS 
Antonio Banks 63 
Derek Barnett 64 
Howard Ciark 62 
David Ellen 62 
Shamar Finney 63 
Charles Grant ea 
Bernard Jackson 63 
‘Aaron Kampman, 64 
Robert Malone 63 
Jesse Miller 63 
Carlos Pierre-Antoine 63 
Eddie Strong 63 
Greg White 63 
William Witherspoon 63 
184 


Hampton. VA 
Arvada West, CO 

New Caney. TX 

Brighton, Mi 

Stilwater, OK 

Puyallup, WA 

Walla Walla, WA 
Charlotte W. Charlotte, NC 
‘Agoura, CA 

‘New LenoxLincolnway, IL 
Danvers-St. John, LA 
‘Compton-Dominguez, CA 
Pelham, AL 


Little Rock MeCiellan, AR, 
Oceola, AR 

Pompano Beach El, FL 
WheelingLinsly, WV 

‘Sherman Oaks-Notre Dame, CA 
Spring. TX 

Cape CoratMarines, FL 
Bolingbcook, IL 

Downingtown, PA 

Long BeachPoly, CA 

Rock Hill, SC 

Peoria, AZ 

‘Stowe Walsh Jesuit, OH 
Colorado Springs Sierra, CO 
MidLand-Lee, TX 

Hartford Weaver, CT 

‘New Kensington Valley, PA 


Burlington Cummings, NC 
Humbie, 1X 

Hollywood. Broward, FL 
Homewood Rossmoor, IL 
Denver-lefferson, CO 
Richmond Huegonet, VA 
‘Syracuse Henninger, NY 


Hampton, VA 
Hyattsville Dematha, MD 
‘Aurora Waubonsie Valley, IL 
‘Mentor-Lk. Catholic, OH 


Berwick, PA 
Donaldsonwille, LA 

(Mt. HollyRancocas, NJ 
Brussells Southern Door, WI 
Batesville, AR 

Orland Park: Sandburg, IL 
Tucson-Sabino, AZ 
‘Murrysville Franklin Reg., PA 
Alison Park Hampton, PA 
‘Miami-Southridge, FL 
BronxLehman, NY 

Lilburn Partwview, GA 
Kissimmee Osceola, FL 
Mission ViejoCap Valley, CA 


Aldine Nimitz, TX 
Marion, IN 

Rahway, NI 
Hartiand-Arrowhead, WI 
Nashville Peart Cohn, TN 
Harrodsburg. KY 
Tuscaloosa Central, AL 
‘Memphis Melrose, TN 
Homestead. Dade, FL 
Cantor-MeKiniey, OH 
TalkLincoin, FL 
Folkston-Charlton Co., GA 


Lincoln Southeast, NE 
Evansville Harrison, IN 
Pennsauken, NI 

Flower Mound: Marcus, TX 
‘ShelbyCrest, NC 
Fayetteville Fayette Co., GA 
Louis St. Xavier, KY 
Applington- Parkersburg, 1A 
Prichard-Biount, AL 
‘Sanderson. Waco, GA 
‘Seaittle-O'Dea, WA 
BatesvilleS. Panola, MS 
Newark Shabazz, NI 
Springfield Rutherford, FL 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Tereal Bierra 63 
Marcus Coleman 62 
Robert Cromartie 60 
Larry Foote 62 
DMaurice McCiain 6-0 
‘Samuel Sanford 5-il 
Carl Willams 60 
Roy Wilms, 62 
PLACEKICKERS 

Preston Gruening 540 
ATHLETES 

Rodney Bailey os 
Montrel Flowers 59 
Harold Harris e4 
Derrick Joseph 60 
Eric Locke cSt 
Sultan McCullough 60 
Mike McNair 62 
Julian Peppers: 


195 
180 
180 
225 
175 
470 
190 
190 


165 


205 
170 
185 
185 
175 
180 
225 
235 


SlidellSalmen, LA 
FairfieldCentral, SC 
Atlanta Douglass, GA 
DetroitPershing, MI 
Elizabeth, NU 
MiamiCarol City, FL 
Excelsior Springs, MO 
Union City-Logan, CA 


‘Schofield D.C. Everest, WI 


Folkston Chariton Co., GA 
Dallas-Shyline, 1X 

Malvern, AR 

Marrero'Shaw, LA 
Murfreesboro Riverdale, TN 
Pasadena Muir, CA 

Santa AnaMater Dei, CA 
Bailey'S. Nash, NC 


TOP BLUE CHIPS 
WESTERN REGION 
By Position 


QUARTERBACKS 
Taylor Barton 62 
Steve Cutlip 62 
Jason Gesser 62 
Luke Huard 64 
Jared Jones 65 
Ryan McCann 62 
Carson Palmer 64 
Jason Thomas 64 
RUNNING BACKS 
Ante! Bates 60 
Jason Cooper 60 
Justin Fargas. S41 
Herman HoChing 60 
Kyran Jones 64 
‘Brian McDonald 62 
Demeco Moore 64 
Andre Perry 64 
Vince Reed 60 
Tyran Staughter S11 
Vinny Walker 60 
Jason Wilis 60 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
Roger Ross 510 
Donte Staliworth 64 
TIGHT ENDS 
Tyler Brayton 65 
John Dubravac 64 
Bil Sina 64 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Jordan Andrade 63 
Mike Belisle 66 
Mark Christiansen 64 
Charlie Dutra 66 
Joe Foster 63 
Scott Lesure 65 
Mike Saffer 66 
Ray Sols 64 
Scott Weigana 68 
Blake Worley 67 
DEFENSIVE en 
Tony Benford 
Chris Jackson ea 
Casey Rowand 64 
Tony Teta 64 
Doug Whiting: 63 
LINEBACKERS 
Mike Aves 62 
Chis Hakim 62 
Kendall Kuykendall 64 
Carlos Pierre-Antoine 63 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
o4 
5-11 
62 


Beaverton, OR 
ArvadaWest, CO 
Honolulu St. Louis, HI 
Puyallup, WA 

Walla Walla, WA 

Agoura, CA 

Santa Margarita, CA 
Comptor-Dominguez, CA 


‘Tucson Amphitheatre, AZ 
S.J-Mitty, CA 

‘Sherman Oaks-Notre Dame, CA 
Long BeachPoly, CA 

Peoria, AZ 

Buena Park, CA 

Colorado Springs Sierra, CO 
Fontana, CA 

AnaheimServite, CA 

Banning, CA 

N. Hills Monroe, CA 

Playa Del ReySt. Bernard, CA 


Denver-Jefferson, CO 
‘SacramentoGrant, CA 


Pasco, WA 
DenverMullen, CO 
‘San Diego'St. Aug., CA 


Arvada West, CO 
Coos BayMarshiield, OR 
Laverne Damien, CA. 
Millbrae Mills, CA 

Long Beach-Jordan, CA 

Port Angeles, WA 
TucsonSabino, AZ 

‘Sylmar, CA 

Arcadia, CA 

‘Mission ViejoCap Valley, CA 


Denver-Jefferson, CO 
Kentridge, WA 
Rocklin, CA 
HonoluluSt. Louis, HI 
Pittsburg, CA 


San Diego'St. Aug, CA 
Sprg. Valley Monte Vista, CA 
‘San Diego-University, CA 
Seaite-0'Dea, WA 


Monrovia, CA 
Concord De Lasalle, CA 
Union City-Logan, CA 


ATHLON FOOTBALL 


1997 


ATHLETES 

Derick Ditlon 64 
Sultan McCullough 60 
Mike McNair 62 
Fidel Pugh 62 


160 
180 
225 
220 


top high school seniors 


Puyallup Rogers, WA 
Pasadena Muir, CA 

Santa AnaMater Dei, CA 
‘San FranciscoGallleo, CA 


TOP BLUE CHIPS | 
SOUTH CENTRAL REGION 
By Position 


QUARTERBACKS 

Chip Ambres 6-0 
‘Adam Dunn 65 
Matt Holiday 65 
Damian James 64 
Andre Ackee Eat 
RUNNING BACKS 
Jonathan Adams. 64 
Ben Gay 64 
Leo Mills 62 
Josh Norman 62 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
David Givens 64 
Wille Young 63 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Justin Blaud 66 
Howard Green e4 
Chad Hertzog 64 
Gary Hobbs 65 
Josh Melton 66 
Chris Redding ea 
Brad Smalling 66 
Brady Washburn 65 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Craig Albrecht 65 
Mike Clay 63 
Harry Frank 67 
Mario vy 62 
Jamarcus Joshua 64 
Eugene Langford 63 
Jason Lohr 63 
Frank Romero 65 
Trent Smith 65 
Kerry Watkins 65 
LINEBACKERS 

Kevin Alckidge 64 
Jermaine Anderson 63 
Rocky Calmus 63 
Brian Gamble ea 
Marcus Mosley a4 
‘Scott Summers 62 
Nathan Woodard 60 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Terreal Blerra 63 
Aiba Douzart 5-10 
Kervin Ellis et 
Elex Evans Esty 
Lee Jackson 64 
‘Quason Jackson 5-10 
iif Jefferson 6-0 
Cart Wiliams 60 
ATHLETES 

Dawight Benning 64 
Keith Dangerfield e4 
Montrel Flowers 59 
Harold Harris 64 
Derrick Joseph 60 
John Lewis 60 


175 
230 
220 
195 
218 


188 
205 
205 
230 


170 
190 
190 


195 
220 
170 
185 
185 
175 


Beaumont West Brook, TX 
New Caney, TX 

Stilwater, OK 

Carencro, LA 

ttle Rock McClellan, AR 


Oceoia, AR 
Spring, TX 
Humble, TX 
Midiand-Lee, OK 


Humble, 1X 
K.C.AWyandotte, KS 


CChiticothe, MO 
Donaldsonville, LA 
Lee’s Summit, MO 

Ft, SmithSoutside, AR 
Batesvile, AR 
Galena. Shore, TX 
W. Monroe, LA 
Fayetteville, AR 


‘St, Louis-Burrougns, MO 

‘Aldine Nimitz, TX 

Eunice, LA 

Edwardsville, IL 

Aldine Nimitz, TX 

Wichita West, KS 

Jenks, OK 

Moore, OK 

Clinton, OK | 
Independence, LA 


Jacksonwille, TX 
Texas City, TX 

Jenks, OK 

Ato, TX 

Dallas'S, Oak Cliff, TX 
Bryant. AR 
Hitchcock, TX 


SlidettSalmen, LA 

Carenero, LA | 

Galena. Shore, TX 

Galena'N. Shore, TX 

Longview, TX 

Grain Valley, MO 

Dallas Carter, TX 

Excelsior Springs, MO 
| 


KatyMayde Creek, TX 
Patterson, LA 

Dallas Skyline, TX 
Malem, AR 

Marrero Shaw, LA 

Port Arthur-Jefferson, TX 


TOP BLUE CHIPS 
MID-ATLANTIC REGION 


QUARTERBACKS 

Todd Cunningham 62 
Ronald Curry 64 
Keith Matkins 65 
Mike Vick 62 
RUNNING BACKS 

Nate Gary e4 
Chris Hope et 
Cato June 64 
John Stone 63 
Marcus Wade 60 


By Position 
200 Irmo, SC 

300 Hampton, VA 

200 Chariotte'W. Charlotte, NC 
180 Newport News Warwick, VA 
195 Laurens, Sc 

195 Rock Hil, SC 

193 Wash Anacostia, DC 

250 Chapmanville, WW 

185 Largo, MD 


WIDE RECEIVERS 
Chelsey Borders 64 
Jay Chapman 62 
‘Anthony Daye 64 
Wills Ham 62 
Ronnie Hamilton 5-10 
Marcus Martin 63 
GJ. Smith 510 
David Terrell 63 
TIGHT ENDS 

Bobby Biazard 65 
John Day 65 
Montique Sharpe 62 
Chis Thigpen 64 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Phoenix Evans 63 
Tim Falls 64 
Butch Jefferson 63 
Bryant Malloy 4 
Miche! McNeil 63 
Felix Nieves. 66 
Luke Owens 65 
Joe Patrick 63 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Tonnie Baldwin 6-2 
Marion Hicks 63 
LINEBACKERS 

Darnell Holler 6-2 
Kedion Carter 63 
‘Shamar Finney 63 
Ryan Funke 62 
Jake Housewright 63 
Mark Stricktand 62 
Keyon Whiteside 64 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Marcus Coleman 62 
Philip Crumb 5-10 
Ed Drummond 5-11 
James Gee 61 
Gerald Singletary 5-11 
Ronyell Whitaker 59 
ATHLETES 

Eric Meckins 63 
Julian Peppers 66 
Ryan Raley 64 
Chanston Rogers 6-0 
Rolando Shuler 65 
Travis Tuner 64 


ShelbyCrest, NC 
\Washington-Anacostia, DC 
Burlington-Cummings, NC 
‘Columbia-Spring Valley, SC 
Oxford Webb, NC 

‘Crozet W. Albemarle, VA 
Ownings MillMcDonougn, MD 
Richmond-Huegonet, VA 


Hampton, VA 
Hyattsville Dematha, MD 
Washington-Dunbar, DC 
Fairfield Central, SC 


Kinston, NC 

Damascus, MD 
Forest-Jefferson Forest, VA 
ShelbyCrest, NC 

Wilkesboro Wilkes Cent. N., NC 
Hampton Bethel, VA 

Grundy, VA 

CClemmons.W. Forsyth, NC 


Washington-Pheips, DC 
Hampton Kecoughtan, VA 


Hampton, VA 
‘Oxon HilHPotomac, MD 
Sheloy Crest, NC 
Mauldin, SC 

Gate City, VA 
Wilsor-Hunt, NC 
Forest City-Chase, NC 


FairfieldCentral, SC 
Raleigh Millorook, NC 
WheelingLinsty, WV 
Baltimore-City College, MO 
Washington-Dunbar, DC 
Norfolk. Taylor, VA 


Ensley, SC 
Bailey. Nash, NC 
FrostburgBeall, MD 
Darwille-G, Washington, VA 
St. MatthewsCalhoun Co., SC 
Applachia, VA 


TOP BLUE CHIPS 
MIDWEST REGION 


QUARTERBACKS 

Dane Fife 64 
Drew Henson 6-4 
an Jordan 64 
Kurt Kitner 63 
Corey Paus 63 
Ryan Van Dyke 66 
RUNNING BACKS 
Julius Curry 64 
Tony Fisher 64 
Little Johnfiowers 64 
Antoineo Harris 64 
Tommy Lopienski 63 
Greg Owens 64 
Scott Steele 63 
Randy Stella 64 
Josh Thornhit 63 
Vince Webber 5-10 
Wa White Sat 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
Javon Hunter 60 
Chis Over 62 
AT. Simpson 65 


By Position 
185 Clarkston, Mi 

215 Brighton, MI 

4185 Jolie Township, I. 

205 © Shaumburg, I 

200 New Lenoxtincolnway, IL 
205 Battle Creek Harper Creek, Mi 
190 _Lharer Woods Harper Woods, Ml 
390 Euclid, OH 

205 ——KalamazooLox Norris, Ml 
191 Bolingbrook, IL 

235 Stowe Walsh Jesuit, OH 

185 Des Moines East, lA 

260 Southgate Aquinas, MI 

195 OmahaBenson, NE 

225 LansingEastern, Mi 

490 ElginLarin, IL 

485 CincinnatiWoods, oH 

170 Detroixcountry Day, Mi 

200 Homewood Flossmoor, 
195 indianapolis Cathedral, IN 


top high school seniors 


220 
270 


240 
310 
290 
278 
295, 
275 
280 


290 
265 
240 
275 
250 


205 
230 
218 
230 
230 
220 
240 
240 


225 
170 
175 
175 
200 


165 


190 
165 


Aurora Waubonsie Valley, IL 
Mentor Lk. Catholic, OH 


ClevelandSt. Ignatius, OH 
Bay City-Glenn, Ml 

Dayton Chaminade, OH 
Brussells Southern Door, Wi 
Brussells Southern Door, WI 
Palatine, IL 

Orland Park Sandburg, IL 


Marion, IN 
CCincinnati-Purcell Marion, OH 
Hartland-Arrowhead, WI 
Chadron, OH 

Canton Mckinley, OH 


Lincoln Southeast, NE 
Evansville Harrison, IN 
Applington Parkersburg, 1A 
Detroit King, Ml 
Applington Parkersburg, 1A 
‘Alcon-Buchtel, OH 
Minooka, IL 

Romeoville, IL 


DetroitPershing, Ml 
Omaha Central, NE 
Lakewood-St. Edwards, OH 
Palatine, IL 

Addison Trail IL 


SchofieldD.C. Everest, WI 


Massillon, OH 
Chicago Robeson, Ik 


TOP BLUE CHIPS 
EASTERN REGION 


TIGHT ENDS 
RJ, Luke 63 
Dave Petruziello 65 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Lecharles Bentley 63 
Joel Denay 67 
Paul Harker a4 
A Johnson 64 
Ben Johnson 66 
Kevin Kramer 64 
Jeff Roch! 65 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Jovon Flemmons 64 
Tom Gohiston 64 
‘Tyler Greenbaum 63 
Keith Jenkins es 
Kenny Peterson 64 
LINEBACKERS 
‘Antonio Banks 63 
Derek Barnett 64 
Dustin Devries 62 
Ray Eddington 64 
‘Aaron Kampman 64 
Mike Miller 62 
John Nurcayk ea 
Astein Osei 64 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Lary Foote 6-2 
Deante Grisby 59 
Dujuan Groce 540 
Sergio Lund Sal 
Brian Taylor 64 
PLACEKICKERS 
Preston Gruening 5-10 
ATHLETES 
Josh Krieder e4 
Richard Pickens 5-10 
QUARTERBACKS 
Bob Barton 63 
Wil Driscoll 63 
Shawn O'Conner 65 
Matt Seneca 65 
Brian St. Pierre 64 
RUNNING BACKS 
Kyma Dickinson 63 
Arlen Harris 5-10 
James Howard G4 
Terrance Howard 62 
Andre Johnson 5-1 
fan Johnson 62 
‘Adonis Kinsey 63 
Robert Lavender 5-10 
Eric McCoo Bat 
Latoy Olver 
Mare Riley 
Brandon Wiliams 60 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
Mark Lester 63 
Jeff Miller 64 
‘Aaron Slocum Sit 
Marquise Walker 64 
TIGHT ENDS 
Brad Cusick 64 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Gus Felder 66 
Joe Hayes eT 
Ed Johnson 67 
David Jorgensen 65 
Jim Kennedy 65 
Joe Lardino 65 
Joe Manganetlo o4 
Ryan Scarolla 65 
Matt Schmitt 65 
Chris Smith 65 
186 


By Position 
170 Concord Carlisle, MA 
195 Fairport, NY 
225 Hackensack, NJ 
215 Allentown. Cath., PA 
195 DanversSt. John, PA 
184 Lackawanna, NY 
190 Downingtown, PA 
170 Camden-Catholic, NI 
195 Mt. HollyRancocas, NJ 
240 Hempstead, NY 
195 Coatesville, PA 
185 Dewit-Jamesville Dewitt, NY 
180 Brookiyn-Jay, NY 
190 Little RiverRed Bank, NJ 
185 Hartford Weaver, CT 
196 Middle Island Longwood, NY 
200 ‘New Kensington Valley, PA 
190 Harrisburg, PA 
210 \W. Orange'Seton Hall, NJ 
180 Erie Medowell, PA 
195 Syracuse Henninger, NY 
240 Mariton-Cherokee, NJ 
270 Berwick, PA 
310 Mt, Holly Rancocas, NJ 
285 ‘Newton Cpuncil Rock, PA 
250 AvortOld Farm, CT 
310 Yonkers Roosevelt, NY 
300 Patiin Sayreville, NI 
280 Pittsburgh+Plum, PA 
305 MurrysvilleFranklin Reg, PA 
275 Alison ParicHampton, PA 
280 BronxLehman, NY 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Dave Armstrong 63 
James Burrell 63 
Antonio Garay 64 
Damien Hendricks 64 
Lance Nimmo 66 
Stewart Oakes 63 
Stewart Oakes 63 
LINEBACKERS 

Sean Berton 65 
Howard Clark 62 
Vietor Hobson 62 
Rob Kolaczynski 62 
Damian Mincey 63 
Brad Tysarcayk 64 
Greg White 63 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
Vin Circiu 62 
Joe Haro 51 
Maurice McClain 60 
Jermaine Stade 64 
Zier Walker 60 


250 
250 
260 
265 
250 
220 
230 


220 
215 
225 
230 
240 
215 
225 


210 
475 
175 
180 
195 


Doylestown-C. Bucks West, PA 
Norristown, PA 

Rahway, Ni 

Milvile, Nu 

New Castle-Laurel, PA 
Stamford K.LH.T,, CT 
Stamford K.LH.T., CT 


Greensburg Hempfield, PA 
Pennsauken, NJ 

Philadelphia St. Joe Prep, PA 
‘Canonsburganon Memilian, PA 
Passaic, NJ 

PittsburghPenn Hills, PA 
Newark Shabazz, NI 


MontvaleSt. Joe’, NJ 
ition, NI 

Elizabeth, NJ 

Philadelphia St. Joe Prep, PA 
Paterson-Catholic, NJ 


TOP BLUE CHIPS 
SOUTHEAST REGION 


QUARTERBACKS 

Nick Hebble 64 
Joey Mattehwss 6-2 
Tyler Watts 63 
RUNNING BACKS 
Darvion Bracy Bt 
‘Marvin Constant 64 
Nick Davis 5-40 
Eamest Graham 541 
Richard McNabb 59 
Edward Prather 64 
Syniker Taylor 62 
WIDE RECEIVERS 

Sam Collins 62 
Broderick Nelson 62 
TIGHT ENDS 

Ryan Shealy 66 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Gerry Byrd 67 
‘Aaron Deal 67 
Sam Forehand 67 
‘Scott Kuhnhein 65 
Will Ofenheusle 67 
Dwight Siater 65 
Jon Stinchcomb 67 
Brett Wiliams 65 
Chad Young, 66 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


John Henderson 67 
Dennis Johnson 67 
Terry Jones 64 
Rasheed Moore 64 


Kindell Moorehead 64 
Osa Nosa ea 
Chris Reynolds 63 
Kenny Sears 64 
Terin Smith 64 
LINEBACKERS 

John Brown 63 
Charles Grant 64 
Bemard Jackson 63 
Roderick Jones 6-2 
Robert Malone 63 
Jesse Miller 63 
‘aries Monroe 63 
Eddie Strong 63 
Wiliam Witherspoon 63 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
‘Anthony Cobb 62 
Neal Colzie 62 
Robert Cromartie 6-0 


By Position 
210 Hazelnurst-leff Davis, GA 
185 Sevierville, TN 
200 Pelham, AL 
175 Jacksonville Trinity Christian, FL 
235 Tuscaloosa Central, AL 
175 Pompano Beach Ely, FL 
208 Cape CoralMariner, FL 
4180 FL. Walton Beach, FL 
180 Falkner, MS 
195 Gulfport, MS 
180 Fayette, AL 
190 HollywoodS, Broward, FL 
285 FR. Lauderdale Gibbons, FL 
270 ‘Stone Mountian, GA 
280 Ft. Walton Bch. Choctaw, FL 
315 Vancleave, MS 
260 Ft. Thomas Highlands, KY 
305 Martin, TN 
265 ‘MiamiSouthridge, FL 
275 Lilburn Parkview, GA. 

290 Kissimmee Osceola, FL 
290 Dalton-NW Whitfield, GA 
265 ‘NashvillePeart Cohn, TN 
256 Harrodsburg, KY 

245 TuscaloosaCentral, AL 
270 Huntsville Johnson, AL 
262 ‘Memphis Melrose, TN 
310 Homestead. Dade, FL 
270 Tallahassee Lincoln, FL 
245 MontgomeryLee, AL 

220 Folkston-Chartton Co., GA 
220 Lakeland, FL 

230 FayettevilleFayette Co., GA 
252 Louis St. Xavier, KY 

220 Prichard Vigor, AL 

215 Prichard Blount, AL 

215 ‘SandersonWaco, GA 
225 Tallahassee-Godby, FL 
240 BatesvileS. Panola, MS 
223 Springfield Rutherford, FL 
170 Statesboro, GA 

180 S. Miami, FL 

180 Atlanta Douglass, GA 


ATHLON FOOTBALL 


1997 


1997 Male Student 
Athlete of the Year 


Attention all middle school football coaches: Don’t run 
the ball in Derek's direction. He is a two-time North- 
east Alabama Defensive Player of the Year and set a 
school-record with 315 career tackles. In addition to 
his exploits on the gridiron, Derek has been an all-star 
baseball player six times and a basketball all-star four 
years. 


With a 3.7/4.0 GPA in Advanced Academics, Derek is 
a member of the Junior Honor Society and has been 
class president three years. A participant on the Pied- 
mont Middle School Debate Team and in the D.A.R.E. 
program, Derek is a two-time essay contest winner 
and 1996 Science Fair winner. 


1997 Female Student 
Athlete of the Year 


Stephanie is probably accustomed to the number one. 
It keeps popping up all over the place. Stephanie was 
ranked No. 1 in her class of 75 with a GPA of 
4.917/5.000. She has also earned high academic 
honors each of the past three years. 


Stephanie participates in volleyball, track, softball, 
soccer, golf and gymnastics, but her best sport is bas- 
ketball. She is the number one single-season scorer 
in Virden Middle School history, and also holds sea- 
son records for free throw percentage and three-point 
shooting. She was MVP of her track team and a soft- 
ball all-star. For good measure, Stephanie has won 
nine awards in various gymnastics competitions. 


As 1997 Athlon Sports Student Athletes of the Year, Stephanie and Derek will each win a team jacket and 
team cap, plus an official football, basketball and baseball. We know we can expect more great things in the 


future from these two fine young people. 


Congratulations to our winners, Derek and Stephanie, and to all of those who entered. Selecting just one win- 


ner for both boys and girls is an extremely difficult task. 


The Athlon Sports Student Athlete Award recognizes extraordinary student athletes who excel both in the 
classroom and in athletics. Judging criteria includes academic achievement, athletic participation and awards 


and community service. 
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greg gregory 


188 


‘Amy Football, 


k this era of corporate downsizing, self 
employment and ever-decreasing loyalty 
from both employer and employee, it is 
unusual to find a young man who has 
worked 15 years for one operation. 

In college football, to find an assistant 
coach 45 or younger (or any age for that 
matter) who has been with one program 15 
years seems almost impossible, outside of 
Penn State anyway. 

There is one, however. And he is Athlon 
Sports’ Assistant Coach of the Year. 

At 24, Greg Gregory began his coaching 
career at Army in 1982 as a part-time assis- 
tant coach after a brief stint at the Univer- 
sity of Virginia. At the time, he had no idea 
he would still be toiling at West Point in 
1997. He is now the program’ associate 
head coach/offensive coordinator. 

Gregory's dedication to the Cadet foot- 
ball program alone would merit him con- 
sideration for this award. As would the key 
role he played in helping Army head coach 
Bob Sutton oversee the outstanding 10-2 
team of 1996. Furthermore, Gregory is a 
great pick thanks to his long-running, 
behind-the-scenes support of academy offi- 
cials’ efforts to find Army football a league 
home, which finally happened last March 
when the school joined Conference USA. 

The main reason Athlon Sports has cho- 
sen Gregory, however, is because, very sim- 


Assistant 
Coach .-Year 


ply, the man can coach offensive execution. 

“I am honored,” notes the affable Greg- 
ory. “I believe Bob Sutton and his staff 
deserve a lot of credit for this too.” 

Modesty aside, Gregory admits he sub- 
mitted his best coaching job to date in 
1996, when Army ranked Ist and 17th 
nationally in rushing and total offense 
respectively. One of the highlights for Greg- 
ory was the Cadets’ low rate of turnovers 
and penalties, an Army trademark. 

“We're sticklers for not turning the ball 
over and we will not beat ourselves,” he says 
of his coaching philosophies. “We are going 
to be a tough, hard-nosed, attacking team. 
And we are going to run the football.” 

Expanding upon these ideas, Gregory 
says, “We feel that when we are even physi- 
cally with an opponent, we've got a chance to 
wear them down because of our style of play. 
And when we are the underdog, we've got a 
chance to stay in the game and win late.” 

Gregory, who enters his ninth year as 
offensive coordinator and seventh as associ- 
ate head coach, chuckles at the mention of 
the Army wishbone. 

“We are nowhere close to a wishbone 
team and haven't been for years,” he says. “If 
T had to describe our offense, I would say it 
is an option/power/pass-from-multiple-for- 
mations offense. Irs a conglomeration.” 

Interestingly, because of the run-domi- 
nated attack Gregory helps Sutton oversee, 
there have not been as many head coaching 
job offers as would be received by an associ- 
ate head coach in a different system. 

“Tve had a few offers but with this back- 
ground it is difficult to move up,” he says. 
“Some places won't even consider running 
the option. I'm notas hot a commodity as I 
might be under different circumstances. 

“I do want to be a head football coach, 
but it must be the right situation,” Gregory 
adds. “I am very happy here. This is a great 
place to coach and I know you don't coach 
at one place while you're looking for the 
next place.” 

Gregory knows that when his time to 


lead a program comes, he will be able to 
make the adjustments. He's already done so. 

“During the past few years, we felt 
defenses were catching up to us so we made 
some changes,” Gregory explains. “The 
option allows you to spread the field and 
throw. I do feel I now know a lot about the 
option, and the smart people in college 
football know how you can coach. I’m not 
going to beat anybody's door down looking 
for a head coaching job.” 

Gregory stresses that Sutton, who cap- 
tured last season’s Bobby Dodd Coach of 
the Year award, has allowed for great flexi- 
bility and creativity. 

“Bob is a tremendous motivator of play- 
ers and assistants,” he says. “He has given 
me great freedom. I've watched him grow 
(since he arrived in 1983). 

“Bob is very demanding and intense, but 
he never berates you,” the coach continues. 
“T couldn't work for a better person.” 

Prior to Sutton’s elevation to head coach 
in 1991, Gregory worked under Ed Cava- 
naugh (1982) and Jim Young (1983-90). 

“I was a natural progression,” Gregory 
recalls. “I was locked into a 3-year stint 
when I arrived. Things worked out with 
Jim. I worked my way through the system.” 

Now Gregory prepares to work his way 
through the 1997 season sans the key player 
in the 1996 Army offense: quarterback 
Ronnie McAda. 

‘As for 1998 (Army's first season in 
C-USA) and beyond, Gregory cannot hide 
his excitement. He credits academy superin- 
tendent Lt. Gen. Daniel W. Christman and 
athletic director Al Vanderbush for landing 
‘Army in a league that has the potential to be 
part of a national playoff down the road. 

“Conference USA is already an excellent 
conference,” Gregory says. “All the pro- 
grams are on the rise. We've played 
Louisville, Tulane, Memphis and East Car- 
olina, so we know what this will be about. 

“Te’s a defensive conference which, to me, 
is indicative of a conference with great 
coaches.” Hl 
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ACC 


TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
‘School Plays Yds. Avg. TD YPG School Plays Yds. Avg. 1D 
Forda State 759 4499 5:9 47 409.0 North Carolina 660 2482 38 12 
Virginia 785 4230 5.6 28 3845 Florida State 776 2524 33 18 
North Carolina 829 4043 4.9 40 367.6 Virginia 790 3251 4.1 20 
NO.State 790 3884 49 27 3531 Maryland 763 3520 46 28 
Clemson «7253758 5.2 27 3416 Clemson «736-3779 5.1 25 
RETURNING LEADERS 
PASSING 
Player, Schoo! Cl cmp. Att. Int. Pet Yds, 1D 
an Kendra, Florida State 4 «89 «62 S169 6859 
Chris Keldort, North Carolina 201 338 «5 (5947 2347 23 
Thad Busby, Florida State 13424412: 5492 1865 16 
Nealon Greene, Clemson 405 199 8 5276 1380 8 
Joe Hamiton, Georgia Tech 408 188 13: 57.45 1342 7 
RUSHING 
Player, School CL Ca, Yds, Avg. TD 
Raymond Priester, Clemson 23294 BA 
Tremayne Stephens, North Carona State =k, «1857 TS 
4, Wiliams, Georgia Tech 78638 
Letavious Wilks, Duke f «118 «554 BD 
‘Ghalie Rogers, Georgla Tech So, 115 S51 BD 
RECEIVING 
Player, Schoo! CL Ree, Yds, Avg. TD 
Harvey Middleton, Georgia Tech J 6s 80412568 
Thabiti Davis, Wake Forest te 60 792 1320 3 
Desmond Clark, Wake Forest So. 61 782 1262 «6 
Le, Stevens, Narth Carolina So, 4077147827 
Germane Crowel, Virginia sr 33 687 68.703 
BIG TWELVE 
TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
‘School Plays Yds. Avg. TD YPG School Plays Yds. Avg, TD 
Texas 858 5525 6.4 52 460.4 Nebraska «776-3065 39 15 
Colorado «7994973 6.2 39 452.1 Kansas St. © 792 3279 41 19 
Teas Tech 845 4731 56 38 430.1 Colorado 769 3470 45 20 
Nebraska «913 5069 5.6 59 422.4 Texas KM 843 3944 4.7 30 
Texas MM 892 4854 5.4 394045  TexasTech 758 3813 5.0 23 
RETURNING LEADERS 
PASSING 
Player, Schoo! CL mp. Att. int, Pet, Yds, 1D 
Richard Watton, Texas So. 38 62 1 6129 509 2 
James Brown, Texas de 151-271 1055722115 16 
Scott Frost, Nebraska 8947635087 1285 13 
Jetf Watson, Baylor a «67 «127-3 5276 858 10, 
Matt Jonner, Kansas 96185 45189 1232 10 
RUSHING 
Player, Schoo! Cn a 
Ricky Wiliams, Texas So. 1971856442 
DDeMond Parker, Oklahoma F 1801188 S10 
‘Anman Green, Nebraska So. 185 917,597 
Mike Lawrence, Kansas State = 2089824710, 
Herchel Troutman, Colorado x 193 0h 
RECEIVING 
Player, Schoo! CL Roe, Yds. Avg, TD. 
Phil Savoy, Colorado a 43° 652-1546 3 
Alonzo Mayes, Oklahoma State 30217073 
Stephen Alexander, Oklahoma 4k 2 4438 «1991 02 
Donnie Hart, Texas Tech So. a 457 784 


yPa 
225.6 
229.5 
295.5 
320.0 
343.8 


YP 
255.4 
208.1 
315.5 
328.7 
346.8 


Rating 
Points, 
137.7 
133.4 
1329 
1308 
1213 


yPG 
115.0 
107.6 
OL? 
9.3 
80.4 


BIG EAST 


TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
School Plays Yds. Avg. TD YPG Schoo! Plays Yds. Avg. 1D YPG 
Miami TTT 4605 5.9 44 418.6 West Viegnia 712 2392 34 17 217.5 
Virginia Tech 772 4587 5.9 46 417.0 Syracuse 725 2875 40 24 2614 
Syracuse 787 4426 5.9 53 4024 Miami 708 3086 4.3 25 2769 
Boston College 922 4253 4.6 30 354.4 Virginia Tech 769 3477 45 21 316.1 
West Virginia 779 3629 4,7 31 3295 Temple 738 4359 5.9 49 396.3 
RETURNING LEADERS 
PASSING 
Rating 
Player, School cl cmp. Att. Int. Pet. Yds, 1D Points, 
Ryan Clement, Miami J. 448-2866 6016 1983 18 147.4 
Donovan MeNabb, Syracuse So. 118 215 9 5488 176 19 1054 
Pat Bonner, Temple So, 27 56 3 4821 388 2 1075 
Matt Hasselbeck, Boston College je 472 330-9 S182 1990 9 1060 
Matt Lytle, Pittsburgh So. 105 214 6 4907 1249 8 1048 
RUSHING 
Player, Schoo! C= Car, Yds. Avg, «TD YP 
(Omari Walker, Boston College y.- 26114894613 8.92 
Ken Oxendine, Virginia Tech e150 88059 13 98.89 
Amos Zereoue, West Virginia Fr = «201.972, AB 997.20 
Bily West, Pittsburgh 44568747 36245 
Dyral MeMitan, Miami (Fta.) So. 103 5605840 450.91 
RECEIVING 
Player, School Cl Rec, «Yds. «Avg. «= TD YG 
David Saunders, West Virginia So, 67 «9131363 «4-83.00 
Jake Hoffer, Pittsburgh Jn 39 «687 «1710 560.64 
‘Anthony DiCosmo, Boston College Fr 36 «632:«17.56 «= 15267 
Troy Kersey, Temple J 28 «84319393 49.38, 
Magic Benton, Miami (Fa.) So. 36 514 14.284 46.73 
BIG TEN 
TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
School Plays Yds. Avg. 1D YPG School Plays Yds. Avg. TD YPG 
Ohio State «883-5285 6.0 55 440.4 Ohio State «783-2952 3.8 14 246.0 
Michigan State 918 4795 5.2 42 309.5 Michigan B44 3557 4.2 15 296.4 
Wisconsin 847 5025 5.9 43 3865 Jowa 825 3697 4.5 28 308.1 
Penn State 914-4985 5,5 44 383.5 Michigan State 796 3809 4.8 34 317.4 
Northwestem 866 4590 5.3 41 382.5 Penn State 951 4489 4.7 22 345.5 
RETURNING LEADERS 
PASSING 
Rating 
Player, School Cl mp, Att, Int. Pet. Yds, TD Points. 
Joe Germaine, Ohio State 72-1304 5462 1062 13 150.4 
Stanley Jackson, Ohio State So. 81 151 5 5364 1239 11 1400 
Matt Sherman, lowa je 445248 40 58.47 1702 12 127.1 
Scott Dreisbach, Michigan $0, 149 269 9 55.39 2025 12 1267 
Cory Sauter, Minnesota J 200-352 11 5682 2578 14 125.2 
RUSHING 
Player, Schoo! CL = Can Yds. Avg, «TD YPG 
Ron Dayne, Wisconsin Fo 205 18638318 155.25 
Pepe Pearson, Ohio State jo -288 1373 AB 47 124.82 
Alex Smith, Indiana a. 282 4248-43 B (124.80 
Robert Holcombe, ilinois, d= 26012814942 tt845 
Curtis Enis, Penn State So. 224 12105413 110.00 
RECEIVING 
Player, School CL Ree, Yds. Avg, «= TD YG 
D'Weyne Bates, Northwestern Jr 65 1099 1691 «11 99.91 
Ryan Thelwell, Minnesota a B4 1051 19.465 (95.55 
Joe Jurevicius, Penn State ae 41 869 21.20 4 79.00 
Tutu Atwell, Minnesota a 62 82213260 674.73 
Tai Streets, Michigan So. 42 718 174002 65.27 
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1996 Conference Reviews 


PAC TEN SOUTHEASTERN 
TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
Schoo! Plays Yds. Avg. TD YPG ‘School Plays Yds. Avg. TD YPG School Plays Yds. Avg. 1D YPG ‘Schoo! Plays Yds. Avg, TD YPG 
Arizona St. «874 S417 6.2 54 492.5 Arizona State 774 3352 4.3 24 3047 Forida 854 6047 7.1 76 5039 Tennessee 708 2602 3,7 19 236.5 
Coliforia «864 5034 5.8 43 457.6 Washington 715 3539 49 27 3208 Tennessee 795 4779 6.0. 52 4345 ‘Alabama TAL 3066 4.3 22 2555 
Oregon 839 4939 5.9 47 4490 ‘Stanford 817 3894 48 27 3540 isu 738 4299 6.0 44 399.9 Frorida 826 3373 4.1 26 281.1 
Washington 828 4507 55 48 4115 usc 801 4367 49 31 3639 ‘Auburn 785 4261 5.4 47 387.4 South Carolina 706 3463 4.9 31 314.8 
UCLA 824 4251 5.2 39 3865 Washington St. 855 4004 4.7 36 364.0 Georgia 772 4016 52 29 365.1 Vandersit 786 3499 4.5 28 318.1 
RETURNING LEADERS RETURNING LEADERS 
PASSING PASSING 
Rating Rating 
Player, Schoo! unt ee ae ee Player, Schoo! CL Cmp. Att. Int. Pet. Yds. 1D Points 
eth Smith, arizona Roady) 408 eve0ko. 3480 44 4383 Peyton Manning, Tennessee J. 28338042: 63.95 3287-20 147.7 
‘Brock Huard, Washington f. 108 217 5 49.77 1678 13 1299 ett tyes tS eS RN Ca Ooh Me ee 
Ryan Leaf, Washington State So. 198 373 12 5201 2811 21 1275 Dameyune Craig, Aubum e408 S10) | AO SASR 2287 18. 127.3) 
(Chad Hutchinson, Stanford So. 190 312 12 6090 2134 10 1212 ier Gs, Sas Cae, Sp bie Re oe ey 
Cade McNown, UCLA So. 176 336 16 5228 2424 12 4152 Freddie Kitchens, Alabama 133257 «43-5475 1860 11 1166 
RUSHING RUSHING 
Player, Schoo! CL Ca. Yds. = Avg TPG Player, Schoo! cL = Ca, Yds. Avg. «TD YPG 
Michael Black, Washington State re a a re Kevin Faulk, LSU 28 (12825213 146.5 
‘Skip Hicks, UCLA x 224 103846 1798.00 Dennis Riddle, Alabama 225 103746 10 94,3 
Brandon Wil, California So 187 «701. 37S «63.T3 Robert Edwards, Georgia 1s 8004377 
Lavale Woods, Southern Cal 19 OL SA 7 5008 John Avery, Mississippi wi 788 4a 5 1 
Keith Smith, Arizona F136 54540 BaD Derick Logan, Kentucky 190 700 37 «865 636 
RECEIVING RECEIVING 
Player, School CL Ree. Yds. «Avg TDP. Player, Schoo! CL Rec, Yds. Avg. «= TDS OYPG 
Bobby Shaw, California 5B BBBBOTS 915.31 Hines Ward, Georgia Je 52 900 8182 4 173 
Damon Grifin, Oregon 43 7744071853 ‘Anthony Eubanks, Arkansas a 51 80973555159 
Tony Gonzalez, California 448935 15.89 Marcus Nash, Tennessee i 53 688 «6255 = 3130 
Kevin MeKenzie, Washington State ko  -3L 626. «86910 2 20.19 ‘Tyrone Goodson, Auburn 4 36 6435845179 
Jerome Pathon, Washington 42 «1B 56871507 Peerless Price, Tennessee So. 32 60955363190 
CONFERENCE USA 
TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE TOTAL OFFENSE TOTAL DEFENSE 
School Plays Yds. Avg. 1D YPG ‘School Plays Yds Avg. TD YPG School Plays Yds. Avg. 1D YPG ‘Schoot Plays Yds. Avg. 1D YPG 
East Carolina 835 4820 5.8 30 438.2 Louisvile 765 2594 3.4 20 2358 Wyoming 908 5987 69 58 4989 BYU 939 4428 47 32 316.3 
Houston 783 4457 5.9 43 4052 Cincinnati «759-3061 4.0 25 2783 BYU 1004 6692 67 73 4780 uTer 732 3735 5.1 37 3396 
Cincinnati «745-3561 4.8 26 322.8 East Carolina 776 3719 48 21 3381 San Diego St. 813 5241 65 56 476.5 ‘ir Force 676 3888 58 28 3535 
Louisville 785 3468 4.4 20 3153 Southem Miss 774 3876 5.0 29 352.4 Colorado St. 838 5507 6.6 51 4589 Utah 823 4059 4.9 33 362.0 
Tulane 7A7 3184 4.4 20 2895 Memphis 792 3971 5.0 24 361.0 Ar Force 799 4828 60 47 4389 eu 744 4177 5:8 38 379.7 
RETURNING LEADERS RETURNING LEADERS 
PASSING PASSING 
Rating Rating 
Player, School CL cmp. Att. «Int. Pet. Yds. TD Points Player, Schoo! cL cmp. Att, Int,_Pet. Yds. TD. Points 
Lee Roberts, Southern Miss So. 86 142 7 6056 1296 12 1553 Moses Moreno, Colorado State «19333512: STS1 2921 18 1414 
Dan Gonzalez, East Carolina S. 90 172 6 523 1322 7 1233 an O'Dell, San Jose State 492 5213 709 SRB 
Chad Plummer, Cincinnati So, 102 198 8 S152 1327 8 114 Jon Denton, UNLY F-27508 16 «54.78 3501 25 1283 
Chris Redman, Louisvile f 1h 2729 5294 1773 BOB Jeff Dover, TCU F 1292. 5837 «1055 «9119.0 
Shaun King, Tulane So. 132 273 7 4835 1574 8 1013 Fred Taylor, TCU 44TH 89S 112.7 
RUSHING RUSHING 
Player, School cL Cak Yds. = Avg. TD YP Player, Schoo! cL Ca, Yds. = Avg, «TDS YG 
Scott Harley, East Carolina = 3907-1745“ Tk 8B ‘Damon Washington, Colorado State So. 162 1075 «66 «= 81075 
Eric Booth, Southern Miss 160 TTT Michael Piman, Fresno State «21S 1132-5313 102.9 
ary! Royal, Cincinnati k= 167 SB SATS. Lennox Gardon, New Mexico So. 198 1008 51 9 916 
Ketric Sanford, Houston fF 46 747 51 7 679 Donte Womack, SMU J 160 887555 BOK. 
Jamaican Dartez, Tulane So 138583423883 Reggie Wiliams, Tulsa 8278950475. 
RECEIVING RECEIVING 
Player, Schoo! CL Rec. «Yds. = Avg. «TDS YPG Player, Schoo! CL Rec. Yds. «Avg. «TD YPG 
Larry Shannon, East Carolina Ss. 39 8h AEB Will Blackwell, San Diego State J. 6 1000 1670 111d 
Migue! Montano, Louisvile J 48 602 «125001 SAT Geoff Turner, Colorado State a 52 921 «1776788. 
Richie Floyd, Memphis So. 43 6001801586 ‘Damon Wiliams, UNLV So. 54 900167 175.0 
ln Green, Louisvile Fe a7 535A 5S ABS Wes Caswell, Tusa Jr 49 817 «1675743 
‘Sherrod Gideon, Southern Miss F 33 500 1521S Carlos Baker, UN So. 1 «887 «125007739 
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TOTAL OFFENSE 
Team Plays Yds. YDSPG 
Nevada 915 © 3800 527.27 
Florida 854 6047 503.92 
Wyomi 905 5987 498.92 
Arizona State 874 a7 492.45 
Idaho 848 © 5294 481.27 
Brigham Young 4,004 6692. 478.00 
Central Michigan 871 5252 477.45 
San Diego St. 803 5241 476.45 
Utah State $35 5110 464.55 
Notre Dame 817 5086. 463.27 
SCORING OFFENSE 
Team Games Pts. Al 
Florida A 58946 
Nevada 10497 45.2 
Arizona State a 47i 288 
Nebraska 2 «51247 
BYU 147i 408 
Ohio State 11 435 395 
San Diego St. 1438 38.9 
Florida State 1. 426 BRT 
Wyoming 120 4640387 
Syracuse mu (407-370 
RUSHING OFFENSE 
Team Carries Yds. © YDSPG 
Army 740 «3812 346.5 
Air Force 618 = 36183289 
Rice 637 «= 3360-3055 
Nebraska 691 ©3503-2019 
Navy 628 «= 3120-2836 
Ohio 685 3286 «2738 
Texas Tech 573 3008-2735 
Notre Dame ey = 2965 289.5 
Missour 5532758 «250.7 
Arizona State 538 «27342485 
PASSING OFFENSE 
Team Att.  Cmp. Yds. YDSPG 
Wyoming 436 © «2994310 389.2 
Nevada 480 307 «= 3907 355.2 
a. Tech 475 27937783435 
Idaho 460 270 ©3772-3429 
Florida 412 234 «© 4007-3339 
California 427 253.3536 321.5 
Utah State 422-233-3493 3175 
Tennessee 309355 3306-3087 
UNLV. 530-287 «= 3685 3071 
Colorado 390-221-3338 3035 
PASSING EFFICIENCY 
(MIN. 15 ATT. PER GAME) 
Player and School Att cmp. Yds. 
Steve Sarkisian, BYU 367352 B77 
Billy Blanton, San Diego St. 34a 237391 
Danny Wuerffel, Frida 325187 3294 
Josh Wallwork, Wyoming 424 = 270-3808 
John Dutton, Nevada 33402222780 
Pat Barnes, California 320-250-3499 
Peon Manning. Tennessee = $80 243 3287 
Mike Fouts, Utah 302 «77356 
Ryan Clement, Miami (Fia.) 246 «4481983 
Brent Baldwin, Ball State 205 «12124703 
RUSHING 
Player and School Car. Yas. 
Troy Davis, lowa State 402 2185 
Byron Hanspard, Texas Tech 38 2084 
Scott Harley, East Carolina 307 1745 
Ron Dayne, Wisconsin 95 1863 
Silas Massey, Central Michigan 312 1544 
Corey Dillon, Washington 271 1555 
Damell Autry, Northwestern 263 1386 
David Thompson, Okiahoma State 293 1524 
Beau Morgan, Ait Force 25 1494 
June Henley, Kansas 302 1349 
TOTAL OFFENSE 
and School Plays Yds. 
llwark, Wyoming 484 3011 
Ryan Fien, Idaho 514 3597 
Pat Barnes, California 506 3416 
Jon Denton, UNLV 594 3629 
Jason Martin, La. Tech 440 3321 
Billy Blanton,’San Diego St. 414 3161 
Peyton Manning, Tennessee 422 3156 
Steve Sarkisian, BYU 442 3726 
Koy Detmer, Colorado 399 3150 
Danny Wuerffel, Florida «3743135 


1996 division 1-A leaders 


NET PUNTING 
TOTAL DEFENSE 
Team (ar Yds. YDSPG Team Punts Avg 
West Virginia Ti 2392 275 San Diego St. 48 46. 
North Carolina 660 2482 225.6 Wyomir 39 45.2 
Florida State 776 (2524 229.5 ‘Vanderbilt 79 45.9 
Louisville 765 2594 235.8 Jowa State 51 45.3 
Tennessee 708 2602 236.5 lor 60 46.3 
Ohio State 707 (2676 243.3 Ball State 59 45.8 
Nebraska 776 3065, 255.4 Southem Cal 67 44.9 
Alabama Ti (3067 255.6 Nebraska a7 43.9 
Army 626 2819 256.3 Arizona 63 43.0 . 
‘Syracuse 725 (2875, 261.4 Mississippi St. 68 431 20 199 40.1 
SCORING DEFENSE PUNT RETURNS 
Teams Games Pts. AN Team No. Yds. 
North Carolina i. 110 10. Kansas ii 214 
Ohio State ii 114 10.4 Notre Dame 37 600 
Florida State i 122 ii lowa 35 565 
‘West Va. i 136 124 Ball State 13 209 
Nebraska 12 153 128 BYU 27 410 
‘Tennessee ia 157 143 usu 25 371 
Alabama 12 181 15.1 ‘San Diego St. 33 482 
Michigan 1 167 152 ‘Southern Miss. 24 339 
Virginia Tech ce 168 153 Fresno State 25 341 
Miami (Ohio) i 168 15.3 Bowling Green 20 269 
RUSHING DEFENSE KICKOFF RETURNS 
Team Car. Yds. YDSPG Team No. Yds. 
Florida St. 418 649 59.0 ‘Miami (Fia.) 23 665, 
West Virginia 364 677 615 Arizona St. 25 717 
North Carolina 334 813 739 UTEP 30 819 
Louisville 437 892 811 Miami (Ohio) 28 714 
Nebraska 447 1006 838 ‘SMU 37 938 
‘Army 325 979 89.0 Nebraska 22 ‘554 
‘Alabama 392 1110 925 So. Miss. 34 831 
So. Miss. 334 1069 97.2 Kansas State 20 487 
‘Ohio State 398 1074 976 Alabama 22 532 
‘Arizona State 407 1078 98.0 BYU 32 772 
TURNOVER MARGIN PASSING DEFENSE 
Turnovers = Turnovers Team Att. Yds. TD Int. Points 
Gained Lost Margin Ohio State 309 14 1602 5 20 813 
Team Fum. Int. Total Fum. Int. Total Game Miami (Ohio) 260 104 1323 6 11 819 
North Caro. 14 20 34 6 6 12 2.00 North Carolina 326 148 1669 7 20 83.2 
Aubum 14 22 36 9 13 22 127 Kansas St. 299 126 1509 9 13 858 
So. Miss. 16 18 34 5 15 20 127 ‘West Va. 348 #157 #1715 10 16 868 
West Virginia 8 16 24 4 6 10 127 Florida St. 358 162 1875 9 ii 914 
East Carolina 23 13 36 6 16 22 1.27 Nebraska 329 149 2059 8 23 919 
Ohio State 10 20 30 7 9 16 127 ‘Tennessee 285 134 1434 12 14 93.4 
Asizona: 2316 2 9 7 16 #118 Alabama 319 132 1957 11 17 936 
‘Navy 15 13 28 10 6 16 1.09 NotreDame 292 131 1656 9 13 938 
tomes 41 12 33 94 8 12 100 
Bowling Green 13. 13-26 1 14 15 1.00 
Individual 
INTERCEPTIONS 
RATING Player and School G No. ‘Yds. ™D IPG 
~mD POINTS Dré Bly, North Carolina i i 141 x: 1.00 
32 177.3 Brian Lee, Wyomir i 8 68 0 73 
29 169.6 Kim Herring, Penn State 12 7 64 0 58 
33 167.6 Chris McAlister, Arizona ii 6 103 a) 55 
31 157.6 Damien Robinson, lowa ii 6 99 O 55 
22 153.8 ‘Delmonico Montgomery, Houston i 6 87 Oo 55 
31 150.1 Harold Lusk, Utah i 6 86 oO 55 
20 147.7 Ramos McDonald, New Mexico ai 6 78 1 
21 147.2 Patrick Surtain, Southemn Miss it 6 7 O 
18 147.1 ‘Sam Madison, Louisville u 6 50 1 
14 146.5 
SCORING 
Avg. YDSPG Player and School 1 xP FG Pts. PTPG 
5.4 198.64 Corey Dillon, Washington 23 oO ce) 138 12.55 
61 189.45 Troy is, lowa State 21 oO oO 126 11.45 
ST 158.64 Caivin Branch, Colorado State 22 0 i) 132 11.00 
6.3 155.25, ‘Terry Battle, Arizona State 20 0 oO 120 10.91 
49 154.40 ‘Skip Hicks, UCLA 20 oO i) 120 10.91 
5.7 141.36 June Henley, Kansas 18 oO 0 108 10.80 
53 138.60 Damon Shea, Nevada oO 55 20 115 10.45 
5.2 138.55 Beau Morgan, Air Force 18 oO oO 108 9.82 
ret Sear ren, Michigan State i 90 9 18 980 
45 134.90 Silas Massey, Central Michigan 16 2 0 98 9.80 
PUNTING RECEIVING 
(MIN 3.6 PUNTS PER GAME) Player and School G ct. Yds. 
fer and School No. Marcus Harris, Wyoming. 41 103 1532 
Bill Marinange!, Vanderbilt 1 Chad Mackey, Louisiana Tech = 11.85 1466, 
Hcl Befentane, San Dugo St 48 ae 
jie ef Reggie len, Contra Michigan 40 «6G (1229 
‘Tucker Phillips, Rice 53 Brian Roberson, Fresno State 11 78 1248 
Brad Maynard, Ball State 39 Will Blackwell, San Diego St. 9 60 1000 
Jim Ween, Southem Cal 66 Eugene Baker, Kent 11 691215 
Marc Harris, lowa State 51 Antonio Wilson, Idaho 41 = 65-1203 
Ryan Longwell, Califomia 0 Brandon Stokley, SW Louisiana 11 81 1160 105.45 
Sonn Krueger, Duke Ee 
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college football quiz 
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Are You a 


Football 
Genius? 


See if you can answer the following 15 
questions. Then check the answers 
below for your score and rate yourself 
as follows: 


12-15 correct: College football genius 
9-11 correct: Knowledgeable 

6-8 correct: Well-versed 

3-5 correct: Conversant 

0-2 correct: Beginner 


How many more victories does 
Vers Joe Paterno need to 

pass Bear Bryant for the most in 
Division LA? 


Who broke the record for most 
touchdowns with eight in a single 
game in 1990, topping the mark 


set by Arnold “Showboat” Boykin of Ole 
Miss in 1951? 


Can you name an NCAA record 
3 held by Desmond Howard, 1991 

Heisman Trophy winner and 
Super Bowl XXX| MVP? 


What caused coach Bear Bryant 
4: present Alabama letters to 

two members of another team 
after the season of 1964? 


Who was the first player from a 
Bsr west of the Mississippi 

chosen on Walter Camp's All- 
America team? 


Who is the TV football analyst 
that led his alma mater into the 
Rose Bowl as an All-America 


quarterback and beat USC in the 1967 
game 14-13? 


What major school has waited 
the longest to complete a sea- 
son — just one — without defeat 


and without so much as a tie on its 
record? 


Who was the last coach to guide 
8:: alma mater to the national 
title? 
Who was the brilliant athlete that 
9 played in the Rose Bowl, the 
NCAA basketball semifinals and 


competed in the 1948 Olympic Games 
(fourth in the high jump)? 


Who was a head coach the 
longest, how old was he 
when he died and what 


Halls of Fame was he a member of? 


When was the last time a 
Big Ten team won the 
national championship in 


any poll? 


Who is the only Heisman 
12 Trophy winner since 1967 
(other than Danny Wuerffel 
in 1996) never to play in the NFL? 
Can you name three of the 
13° American presidents 
— all Republicans, inciden- 
tally — who lettered in college football? 
In the Cotton Bowl game of 
14:: 1, 1942, the winning 
team gained only 75 yards 
to 309, completed one pass against 


13 and ran just 32 plays to 79. Who 
won and what was the score? 


What baseball Hall of 
Famer (a pitcher who won 
373 games) had his col 


lege football stadium named for him? 


Answers: 1. Paterno needs 35 more wins. Paterno is 289-74-3; Bryant was 323-85-17. 2. Howard Griffith, Illinois vs. Southern Illinois (not a major-college oppo- 
nent), Sept, 22, 1990. 3. Most consecutive games catching a TD pass in a season, 10 in 1991; and in a career, 12, 1991-92, Michigan. With 1:33 left in the 
1964 USC-Notre Dame game, Craig Fertig of the Trojans threw a 16-yard, fourth-down pass to Rod Sherman for the winning TD (20-17) just when 
the Irish were about to celebrate capturing the national championship. That play gave Alabama the title. Coach Bear Bryant awarded Crimson 
Tide letters to Fertig and Sherman. 5. Harold “Brick” Muller, California end, 1921. 6, Purdue's Bob Griese, Heisman runner-up. 7. Indiana, no perfect record 
Since it began football in 1885. 8. Florida's Steve Spurrier, 1996. 9. Dwight “Dike” Edelman, Illinois. 10, Amos Alonzo Stagg, 56 years (Eddie Robinson will have 
coached Grambling 55 years when he retires after the 1997 season); Stagg died in 1965 at age 102; he was named to the football and basketball Halls of Fame. 
‘11, 1968, Ohio State (10-0), 12. Charlie Ward of Florida State, 1993 Heisman winner who plays for the New York Knicks in the NBA. 13. Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
Richard M. Nixon, Gerald R. Ford, Ronald W. Reagan. 14. Alabama beat Texas A&M 29-21, Incidentally, the Crimson Tide intercepted seven passes 
and recovered five A&M fumbles. 15. Christy Mathewson of Bucknell, Mathewson lettered in football, 1898-1900. 
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New. Fast. Fun. 
And Cuts Grass Too! 


www.snapperinc.com 


Attack your lawn with Joystick Steering Control for unequalled zero-turn capability! 
Our exclusive Pivoting/Articulating Frame glides deck over ground contours! 


It's not all fun & games, we've equipped our Yard Cruiser™ with powerful 14 or 15hp OHV 
engines and twin Eaton” Hydro transmissions! 


Mow in comfort with high back seat, arm rests, electric start, cup holder & more! 


Anything less just won't cut it!” 


“L EGE N D A R Y¥ QqQ vu ALI 
See the Yellow Pages for the dealer nearest you. 


T Y” 


Put some sizzle in your 
pregame huddle with Hillshire 

Farm Smoked Sausages. Taste 

our many mouthwatering varieties — 

, pre-cooked, convenient and easy to use. 


AMERICA’S FAVORITE SMOKED SAUSAGE 


